Readers’ Letters 01

Editor’s Note: The Readers’ Letters files consist of correspondence between PB and his
students, followers, fellow philosophers, spiritual leaders, friends and family. Most of these
letters were sent to PB by readers of his books. They are in no particular order, and there may be
letters by the same person in other files as well. Most of the letters in this file were written
between 1936 and 1981. There is an index of proper names at the end of this file, although it is
not comprehensive for the entire file.

PB had a tendency to make edits, write notes regarding his replies, or insert address
information and meeting times on the letters themselves after receipt. We have noted PB’s
insertions and marginalia, but have not noted edits made by the original author, assuming that
they were corrections made at the same time as the rest of the letter. To preserve both readability
and the voice of the author, we have corrected spelling errors but have generally left grammar as
is.

Less interesting letters have been summarized instead of fully transcribed. Please refer to
the scanned PDFs for the full content, or to view all stationary headers, postmarks, unidentified
markings, marginalia, etc. Proper names and dates have been written exactly as found in the
original for each letter in this file; where we discovered multiple versions of a person’s name, we
have noted the full name either in the body of the text in {curly brackets} or in a footnote.

In many letters, there are words that are illegible or missing; in such cases we have
included either our best guess or the word “illegible” inside {curly brackets}. In rare
circumstances, we have added a word or phrase to a letter for readability, which are also noted
with {curly brackets}; a footnote was added where we deemed it helpful. — Timothy Smith (T]S),
2020

L01.001
1-2
Chicago Tribune Obituary clipping for Porter Sargent April 1951
Newspaper clipping on Porter Sargent
An obituary printed in the Chicago Tribune in April of 19511

Extract:  “His ‘handbook of Private Schools’ was a useful compendium of information
concerning these institutions, but was chiefly known as a vehicle for the author’s inimitable
attacks on hypocrisy and pretense in all of its forms and on the stuffed shirts and sacred cows of
the age.”

L01.003
3-4
Letter from Umrao Singh Sher Gil Majithia

1 Handwritten by PB himself.



Majitha House, Amritsar, Punjab
6th January 1937

Dear Mr Paul Brunton,

Your friendly and interesting letter was redirected to me at Delhi, where I was
staying on my unwilling journey? since the 12th ultimo. I am sorry I did not write earlier
by I was rather distracted at Delhi and also had not got dis-accustomed to my
typewriter left at Simla for travelling light. I wonder if you have already left for Europe
as you said you may by the end of “this year,” which would last now; unless you were
contemplating the present.

I did not quite understand your last lines concerning my daughter Amrita Sher
Gil. Yes she is the young lady the papers have been writing about, and I am not sorry
some people think of her art more highly than I can do probably owing to my being out
of date. But what perplexed me your first sentence “I have ready an article about the
art of Min Amrita Sher Ghil (Gil) etc....” I presume you mean “read” not “ready.” Or
could it be that you have written something about her?

Now to the first part of your letter. Certainly you are right that the powerful
waves of inharmonies and disruptions. Though in the world at present cannot be
neutralised by poor meditation so called by mere courtesy - I belong to this set3 - and
you and the Mahatma who said that are quite right. You are right in advising Mrs
Beach in instructing people as to how to meditate first; and I am sure your book “The
Secret Path,” will be helpful. I have said something about your analyses for Self-
discrimination which resembles the Samkhya-Yoga-Vedanta way; and what you expect
to be followed thereafter is also so true. The trouble however is in achieving “clarity” of
understanding and one pointedness needed for this mental process and what is to
follow - which is signified by the terms cittaprasada and consequent possibility of
samapatti or Samadhi. But most of us lack cittaprasdda for which the four attitudes
towards four kinds of persons are recommended by Patafijali, and which are the
culminations of this householding disinterested duty so emphasized by the Gita. There
is the rule - the first rule.

You are perfectly right in what you say about your attempt to rouse interest.
Our philosophies are too cryptic and later complicated & made still more uninteresting
by the intellectual systematizing commentators, not so the {illegible} though, I am sure
your inspired and interesting way* of writing the interesting style - in other words art -
can alone rouse interest. Paul Deussen pointed this out when comparing the syllogistic
method getting Hindus with the artistic-style of the Greeks. That® is why the
Upanishads and in a lesser degree the Gita are works of inspired art unlike the 6

2 He was brought back to India from Hungary because of anti-British correspondence; he was
supposed to lose his holdings, but was protected by a general amnesty -TJS

3 Page 4

4 “way of writing... of the Greeks” is written in the margin of page 4.

5 Margin of page 3



systems. I am interested to hear that you are in touch with other Mahatmas besides this
Mabharshi {written in Sanskrit} (Maharshi) of Arunachala.
I wonder whom you mean! Do you mean the Mahatmas referred to in
theosophical circles? Or some other? If not too private please drop a hint.
Sincerely yours

i ST T
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L01.005
5-6
Letter from Dr Radhakumud Mookerji®
Itihasa-Siromani (Baroda)

Lucknow University, 5 Fyzabad Road Camp [sic]: Calcutta
23/12/44

Dear Dr Paul Brunton,

I just met here Mrs Anne Ancott who showed me your letter with its references
to me. I have been thinking of you always and strongly feel an inclination to so arrange
that we can live closer together for some time. It even struck me that I might ask you to
spend some time in my home at Darjeeling or at Puri. For the moment, I am due for
conferences at Bezwada on 28t and in Madras on 29t and two following days. I do not
know if it may be possible for me to renew my contact with Mysore and see you there.

Herewith a paper showing the progress of its schema. The number of papers
received for the volume is considerable so as to make it one of about 1200 pages in
print. So the volume is to be published in 2 parts of which Part I containing your
Article will be published in January 1945 when the ceremony of presenting the volume
will also take place.

The Lucknow University has already instituted the proposed lectureship and the
Judge of the Federal Court, Sir S. Varadachariar, is coming to deliver the inaugural
lecture, under the Endowment on the subject of Hindu Judicial system on which he is
an authority.

I shall be glad to know full details of your health which I hope is now quite well
and free from its old troubles. Mara is a name seizing me with growing strength that
every thought spent on an individual object is abuse of the mind which should always
be intent on the One and only very loosely and superficially notice Its working and
manifestations in and through the Many. I am sure you have made far greater progress
towards this synthesis of Subject and Object, the Inner and the Outer.

Mrs Anne is as vivacious as always. My contacts with her give me a wholesome
bath of rejuvenation and renovated sensibility. But I can only be a philosopher and
friend in her Quest, but not the ‘Guide” as you will be.

Looking forward to seeing you somewhere somehow.

6 Also spelled Radha Kumud Mukherjee. PB quotes him in Grey Long 3-4, para 137-9.



Yours sincerely,
e . L1 ™

S/ =
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L01.007a
7 - 87
Letter from Prabhavananda
Vedanta Society of Los Angeles, 1946 Ivar Avenue, Hollywood, California®
June 7 - 1939
Dear Iris,

Many thanks for your affectionate letter...°

You will be glad to know that the well-known author A. Huxley is here. He came to see
us with his friend Gerald Heard, who is also a well-known writer. They both know Mr
Brunton. They are both going to India to give a series of lectures at the Calcutta
University. Mr Gerald Heard has taken some lessons on meditation. When you write to
Mr Brunton, mention them to him as they are well acquainted with him.

We are going to celebrate the first anniversary of the Temple on July 9th. We
expect both Mr ...
...10read and perhaps to read again the Ode by Mr Manchester.

Please give my love and respect to Swami Bodhanandaji. Accept yourself my
love and best wishes.

Yours in Divine Spirit,

L01.007b

8
Incomplete letter from Unknown
Undated letter

7 This page is made of two pages glued together - the top piece contains a partial handwritten
letter, and the top line of a typewritten letter. The bottom piece is the middle of a partial typed
letter. Letter ID L01.007a and L01.007b are the consolidated pieces of the top handwritten paper
and L01.007c contains the bottom typed letter. See comments and refer to the scan of the
original for clarification.

8 “ask her inquire when they arrive here” handwritten by PB himself at top left of page.

9 This line is found in the overlap of two pages cut and glued together. Subsequent lines may be
missing between “letter” and “You will”.

10 The page containing this handwritten letter was attached to another page with a typewritten
letter.

11 Page 8



Dear Paul:

I spent the evening with Michael Sheridan. ... about two weeks ago, and lives
12
L01.007¢
7-8
Incomplete letter from Ted3
Oct 41

About!* Huxley: His new book “Grey Eminence” is just out and has been the subject of
many long and mostly eulogistic reviews. I won’t say any more about it until I have
read it. He is very busy now making a movie - of what I don’t know. But it takes all
day and sometimes night, so the evening gatherings have been abandoned for a while.
He certainly has a wonderful mind. Yes, Heard has indeed gone very deeply into
meditation. I am to see him next week, specially to learn what transpired at a little
gathering of some 20 people, who took 6 weeks at a spot in the San Gabriel hills, to be
quiet and to see if they could find some effective way in which to be of service to the
world now. Heard has reached the point when he knows the Swami has nothing more
to offer him. He labours so in meditation - with intense, fierce longing to reach the
Light. He is like one of the mediaeval'®> martyrs, and one could imagine him burning at
the stake with a glowing face and intense eyes, if he thought he were serving God.
With all the meditation, he has not learned to be still, but he is getting there. As you
know, he too has such a fine mind that when he gets through this phase, he will go
ahead rapidly. Both of them have reached the point where they would never go “yogi-
seeking.” Ishall ask Heard next time I...

... to continue’® to try and try to make himself a more useful instrument and this rather
hard lesson will stand him in good stead eventually.

That leads me to Art: He is having his own little woes, as you probably know.
He works for his father in law. His wife is an only child. Her family apparently just
treat Art like a bump on a log. They just don’t see him. When they visit his house, he
might as well not be there. He is sensitive - and a little weak. The emotional stress and
strain resulted in his having a gastric ulcer, which put him in hospital for 3 weeks and
left him somewhat unstrung, and obliged to fuss a lot about diet. Things came to a
head and he resigned his job and came out here, intending to get a job and bring his

12 An incomplete typed letter beginning on page 8.

13 “Ted Oct 42” noted by hand on page 7 in lower right margin.

14 This typed excerpt was pasted onto page 7 containing the handwritten letter ID L01.007a.
15 An alternate spelling for “medieval”

16 Page 8. This typed excerpt is possibly the continuation of the typed letter from page 7.



family out here. Hence his visit to which I have alluded. That presented me with quite
a problem, because I knew it was something he had to face up to himself, without
passing the buck to me, or to you. So I let him talk. I eventually ventured the remark
that no one except...]

L01.009
9-10
Letter from Col. Sir Kailas Narain Haksar
Government of Jammu & Kashmir
1-vi. 41
My Dear Mr Brunton,

I was very glad to find your reply to my letter when I got home late last night.
From the moment that I came to know that you are in Srinagar I have been very ‘avid’
to see you. Telepathy? Yes! I say so because when I wrote to you I could not clearly
visualize the day & the hour I could ask you to come for a talk. It was a {dire} prospect.
This morning things have so turned out that we might (I hope it so) meet this afternoon.

I am out in the Jungle - at the end of the telephone line. Ijust (11 AM) rang up
173 but ‘exchange’ told me that there is no reply. This is rather disappointing, but I am
resolved tol” go through with the project I have planned. I am expecting to be free for
an hour or so about 4 o’c. I intend to drive up to ‘{Khan Manzil}.” I so much hope you
will be in. In case you are not I shall leave this note written from a place called
{'Dhraplama’} in the Dachigam Valley.

I think you always realize how I am urged to see you. If I miss you this
afternoon between 4/30 & 5pm, you will know that I made a valiant effort to get to you.
This I want to do - the more because you have sent me your (my) peace which I have
always needed and now need more than ever.

Yours in {mystic} {touch},!8

L01.011

11-12

Letter from Swami Ramdas

Ramnagar, Anandashram, P.O., via Kanhangad, (S.I.Ry.)

15t July, 1948

Annotated: a circled letter “R” in upper right in PB’s hand
Dr. Paul Brunton
Box 34, Station D

17
page 10
18 PB attempted to decipher last few lines of this handwritten letter at bottom of page.



New York, 3, USA1

Beloved Friend,

Ramdas had duly received your beautiful card of greetings and your note
written on the last Christmas Day. Ramdas had acknowledged receipt, on the 9t of
January. But the letter returned to us on the 10t July, owing to the insufficiency of the
address on the envelope. Ramdas trusts this letter will reach you, all right. It is always
joy to hear from you. Be always conscious of the immortal peace and bliss, which is
your real being.

Hearty love and blessings!

Ever your Self,

_ //’/

L01.013
13 -14
Newspaper clipping
Portrait of PB

Extract: None

L01.015
15-16
Magazine clipping

TIME Magazine article regarding Dr Roy A. Burkhart?° pastor

Extract: “When Dr Roy A. Burkhardt took the presidency of the newly formed National Council
of Community Churches four years ago, a Negro minister stepped forward and took his hand.
‘I'm Dr Evans of Chicago,” he said. ‘My people have a council like yours, and you and I, we ve
got to work together.””

L01.017
17 -20
Newspaper clipping
Evening Standard article titled “The Husband Who Sold Magic Found Soul Mate”
regarding Mr Michael Houghton

19 Address on Page 12
20 Typo: original article says “Burkhardt”



Extract: “Had the wife come straight from the unmystical world, instead of having worked for
years ‘in this mystical bookshop,” she might have taken a certain view of the husband’s balance,
said the Commissioner.” I think she thought the husband had got himself caught up under some
sort of spell, such as might happen to any man who worried about the signs of the Zodiac.”

L01.021
21-24
Magazine clipping
Columbus Sunday Dispatch Magazine article regarding Dispatch editorial by staffer
Harold Stacy

Extract: “It’s a familiar by-line - the name Harold A. Stacy. Time after time, it has appeared on
stimulating new stories ranging over athletics, City Hall, Washington, D.C., the Ohio
Legislature, financial matters and human interest subjects. All of which properly indicate that
tall Harold Stacy, a Dispatch editorial staffer since 1928, is a versatile newspaperman.
Factually, his middle initial should be “V’ - for “Versatility.””

L01.025

25-26

Magazine clipping

TIME Magazine article regarding Rev. Roy A. Burkhart, Columbus pastor, leading a
promotion talk for “World Neighbors, Inc.,” an organization attempting to fight
Communism

Extract: “Pastor Burkhart, who has made a name for himself in Columbus as a socially
conscious clergyman (TIME, Aug. 11, 1947) was elected president. The purpose of the
organization, as he sees it: to recruit enough money and personnel in the U.S. for an intensive
five-year program of practical aid, on a “village level,” in areas that suffer from material want.”

L01.027
27-28
Letter from Roy A. Burkhart
First Community Church, 1320 Cambridge Boulevard, Columbus 12 Ohio
April 15,1952
Dr Paul Brunton
Box 34 Station
New York 3, New York

Dear PB:
Thank you for calling me.



I appreciate deeply having a few words with you over the phone.

I am glad to have your address. I would like to have seen you and I am sorry
that I did not know sooner that you were to be here.

Your letter showed up in due time. Ijust got it.

You will never know what you meant to me and I appreciate the upholding
power of your thoughts in my life.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

2y

L01.029
29-30
Letter from Roy A. Burkhart
Columbus, Ohio
Sat.
Dear PB-
To be with you was wonderful.
Thank God.

Please uphold Dr Waltz, 2204 Inchcliff {Road Upper Arlington, Columbus, Ohio}.
He has Hodgkin Disease. He is a marvelous young surgeon.
To be upheld by you is blessed.
Always-

Ml

v}

L01.031
31-32
Letter from Roy A. Burkhart
First Community Church, 1320 Cambridge Boulevard, Columbus 12, Ohio
November 7, 1949
Dear PB:

I have finished a book called THE SECRET OF LIFE. I have worked on it for
several years. The influence of you is in it. Would you be willing to read it? I know
that is quite a good deal of nerve in my part to ask, but I would like very much to have
you read it if you have the time. I feel led to ask you.



This, of course, is not for people who have advanced in the spiritual life to a far
degree. I have written it for the host of those who are awakened and I have hoped that
it might also be helpful to the masses of people who turn to some of these books whose
title is intriguing but whose message deals with symptoms rather than underlying
causes.

It would mean much to have not only your appraisal but your suggestions.

If you have the time to give it a little of your attention, I will have a copy sent to
you immediately. Or, I could have a person bring it to you and call for it so you would
have no responsibility with regard to the mailing of it.

May I hear from you at?! your convenience.

Sincerely,
rely,

N

L01.033

33 -34

Letter from M. Beatrice Burtt, D.Sc. M.B.N.A. F.B.B.

16 Grove Park, Wanstead, E.11. London, UK

A letter asking for the opportunity to meet and talk with PB during his upcoming visit
to England; it mentions Miss Tina Westers who knows PB

Extract: “I had staying with me here during the weekend Miss Tina Westers, whom you know,
who resides in the Hague, Holland. She suggested that you are almost on your way to England,
and I wondered if it would be possible at any time to meet in London, perhaps for half an hour at
my hotel, if as soon as you have arrived and sorted out your commitments you may find it
possible for a short talk.”

L01.035

35-37

Letter from Norma Hutzler22
Dayton, Ohio

Tuesday Evening 10:10 (PM)

Dear Dr Brunton,

Thank you for letting me benefit from your experiences. A sincere, conscientious
worker in any field dislikes contemplating the possibility that he is a fearful weakling in
not treading paths so many others seem to like to travel.

21 “are” in the original..
2

Noted with a circled letter “H” in upper right corner



I see too many instances?? in which people lie to themselves so beautifully that
they even believe themselves - to imagine it “couldn’t happen” to me. I dislike undoing
my own lies - consequently the truth is simpler and easier. Isn’t it always? You did
remove my doubt.

Thank you for being a delightful host. I would enjoy the opportunity to
reciprocate.

Can you feel as related to me as I can to you? Or do you necessarily meet too
many to permit yourself to feel - so? Herman feels as I do about people I like - please
feel free to come whenever you may. This is childishly phrased but I haven’t time to
rewrite it - smile with me instead!

However, it might be pleasant to reverse conditions. I am also a good listener
and an understanding one. Besides, I like you. If you want to share experiences, even
in order to clarify them in your own mind, please remember that I am already your
friend. I have taken from you today - it may be merely a preliminary for your need.

This can’t sound presumptuous to you. My thoughts are rarely without roots -
and this one was with me throughout the day.

Thank you again - very sincerely and affectionately,

R AT~

L01.038

38 -41

Letter from Norma Hutzler

711 Torrington Place, Dayton 6 Ohio
March 26, 1945

Dear Mr Brunton,

I have read your books. They have meant friendship to me. The friendship of
kindred thought and understanding.

Mine is not a solitary isolated life. I am a very happy wife, mother, with an
abundance of loving friends. But tho’ I understand and? love my many friends, we
share only the superficial language of the physical world and its interests. It’s satisfying
- like anticipating the occasional joy of an oasis - to pick up your books and those of
other minds like your own and to share mutual affirmative thoughts.

The progress I have made in my seeking, I cannot judge. However, I have
gained Patience as I?> have gained an understanding of Life; Peace and certainty of
innate Beliefs thru understanding, sought and acquired. Tho” how minute that insight
is compared to the whole, I do not know.

Awareness of Infinite Self is vibrantly keen and my activities of thought, feeling,

2 Page 2 of the letter
2 Page 40
% Page 39



and doing are guided by Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscience as freely as I am
receptive to it, and of course my motivating desire is for entire Oneness of Being. To
me, it is first in life.

Gratitude for progressive awareness is too rich and certain a part of me, to
compel me to more than?¢ thank you for the pleasure of association I have found in your
books - and if there are more ways in which you can guide or direct me, my heart is
gratefully receptive. The fear of spiritual hunger is gone, but the desire for right foods
to evermore awareness of the spiritual joyousness of daily living is unceasing. To know
my elder sisters and brothers is a joy I anticipate, while I seek to learn and follow the
steps necessary to its realization.

Your “career” in life needs no explanation or justification. It is beautiful because
it is most nearly like our Parent.

Sincerely,

g
-

L01.042

42 -43
Incomplete letter from T., 2nd Lieutenant

Officer’s Mess, British Infantry {Series},?” Amritsar, Punjab
30.1.37

Dear Mr Brunton,

Very many thanks for your letter. It is the first letter I've received in India and I
was very pleasantly surprised to hear from you so soon.

I shall be stationed here for the next {nine} months and can apply for leave after

that. Exact dates for leave are always uncertain, but I am entitled to two months in each
year. I can go to any place in India that you say.
My teacher in England is Dr Maurice Nicoll, who?8 told me to write to you and whom I
think you may have met. He does not in any way claim to be a ‘master’” and his
teaching is based on that of Mr P.D. Ouspensky, who in turn learns from someone we
refer to as “G.2%"

I have been going to him for the past year. We are taught to observe ourselves
and our various “I”s - and a great deal more - with the object of becoming “balanced.”
As far as I have gone the teaching is chiefly to study our own psychology. Please don’t
take this too literally, as it is impossible to treat this briefly. I am a very novice and have
never experienced anything “occult” or outside normal life. I'm interested, from a lay-
scientific point of view, in higher dimensions of space-time.

2% Page 41

27 This word is partially illegible.

28 Page 43

2 Most likely George Ivanovich Gurdjieff. —TJS ‘15



Before I went to Dr Nicoll I had been on the Stock Exchange for three years and
was®...

L01.044

44 - 45
Letter from Commander Sir Stephen King-Hall
The Penthouse, 162, Buckingham Palace Road, London. SW.1.
18th December, 1958
Mr Paul Brunton
Box 339
Times Square Station
New York 36
USA

Dear Mr Brunton,

Thank you for your letter, which I much appreciate.

I am telling them to send you my News-Letter by air as from the first issue for
1959 and if you like it, will you please send us a cheque for 15 dollars. If we do not hear
from you after you have had four letters we shall assume you do not want to subscribe.

Best wishes for the coming year.

L01.046

46 - 48
Incomplete letter beginning on page 5
Undated letter

...231 years have passed & nothing has - but I now faintly see that I am already in a
“World of Light” - as much as I ever will be, and if I could only go deeper in meditation
I would fully realise it - I am also faintly beginning to see that everyone & everything is
but a reflection of the Light in one’s own Self & that there IS nothing else - but one
Light - just as in the cinema I often watch the beam coming from the projection box &
see that before it strikes the screen, the hero and the villain are one and the same in the
Light! -

30 End of page, subsequent lines are missing,.
31 The previous pages are missing. This page is numbered “5” by author.



Constance323 tells me that I have now reached the Highest Truth of non-duality
and should stick to reading only your books & the {Yoga} Vasistha book which she gave
me & which I'love -

To know of non duality in theory is one thing, but to try and remember it in
practice is quite another! but when I can remember - without doing anything, I can
watch it working quite miraculously - I sometimes sit and watch a family squabble
blow up - as they sometimes do - & without doing more than just sitting & quietly
remembering “I am a sun, & all that I am conscious of are reflecting my Light” and
almost in the middle of a sentence, words of anger change, & all turn to smiles again - if
I forget this however, I find that I myself am caught up in a row & before I know it am
in the thick of it!.. .34
...her® “I never doubted, I never wavered!” far from encouraging me, made me so
ashamed of my weakness & lack of effort - then again she will tell me one must make
no effort as the Overself will do it all - She told me to concentrate on the Heart centre
until it36. ..

L01.049

49 - 56
Letter from Mrs G.A.E. Williams
‘Martins” Kingston Bagpuize, Berks3”
England38
February 15t
Dear Mr Brunton,

Thank you for the information from your secretary: that you {about to write a
treatise} freed from Eastern symbol.

It isn’t that symbols matter at all. Their being only a vehicle of thought which, in
reality, has no geographical confinement and therefore no fixed symbol representation.
BUT people are not sufficiently developed to understand, and get all het up about the
dressing of Thought.

The world is always busy with appearances, scarcely ever with REALITY. Your
books are called “occult.” If this word had kept its original that would be justice
indeed. But perspective has become distorted to suit human development. In popular
understanding it has a suggestion of the charlatan.

Actually “The philosophical discipline” is none other than re-adaptation - almost

32 Page 47

3 C.M. Beach most likely

3 The rest of this page has been torn out.

3 This follows the missing section of previous page.

3 The rest of the page has been torn out.

37 “put her in touch with N Briggs]” added by PB himself at top of page.
3% Added by hand by PB himself.



as taught by psychology. If you have not read “Yoga and Western Psychology” 1
humbly suggest that it would be of interest. It is by Geraldine Coster. Also, ‘Secret of
the Golden Flower” with a preface by Jung. To me Psychology, if properly practiced,
should be the cure of all our ills - also, it seems to complete the cycle of world
experience and knowledge.

The views I am about to express are peculiarly my own and perhaps if I were
better informed or a deeper thinker they would not hold water. I present them for what
they are worth: To me Christ merely revived the Buddhist or Eastern Teaching. To the
multitude he gave a practical rendering, but that which he ‘taught the disciples in
secret’ was possibly very much as Buddha taught, and very much what you have
simplified so {sanely} in Philosophical Discipline. Christianity has been one long
worship of the golden calf, with Christ as the calf. The last thing that Christ even
intended was to deflect respect from the overpower... his chosen mission was to reveal
it. The disciples were safe recipients of his teachings because they were re-adapted, or
unconditioned, but those who resumed the Teaching, after it had fallen into abeyance
were not conditioned receptacles, only men with ordinary ego-motive. The teaching
was immediately made use of, but scarcely ever used.

‘Sayings®® of Buddha’ Oxford classics is one of the best textbooks on the
Teachings of Christ... to my mind!

Another point where clear thinking seems to have gone astray is in the realm of:
administered justice in Christian communities.

When civil law arose as a result of Church fallibility it started to administer
justice and protection to a distribution (of earths blessings) which was already in itself a
lawless and dishonest state. I see it like this: all forms of human prosperity are derived
from the work of nature - in other words: God sent. The only possible application of
Divine Justice is:*0 that the earth’s blessings were intended for all alike. When Civil
Laws chose to legislate for society it ‘took {such}” as a sound basis of justice the status
quo - anyone who bothers to think can see that vile human nature had already
plundered and dispossesses the weaker and less virile of the stock of their material
heritage; yet law was established to defend this status quo. Hence we start and
continue Justice on cosmic injustice. The whole of society seems to me to be based on
conditions of flagrant injustice, which political institutions, however radical, cannot
rightly assess - because they, that is: their most respected champions lack the vision of
cosmic justice.

Please forgive me if you find these ideas merely*! repetitive - one is apt to
become less clear on what is original after so many years of reading the same subject.

Its introduction was very elementary; it was largely based on a strong desire to
make this world see how futile is all the stereotyped learning while character remains
unattended and unmade. Surely the world would be a far better place if we made,

3 Page 53
40 Page 54
41 Page 55



through your research particularly, and your simple reduction of great universalisms, if
we made our education scheme one*? more concerned with producing balanced human
beings.

I am pleased you allowed me to be frank and could forgive me, I could not bear
it when your secretary wrote of “your peace’ Peace is a universality, and a claim of that
nature is apt to convey a certain lack of perspective - which statement is perhaps very
biased and quite personal reaction. Again bear with me, for it is only my admiration of
all you have achieved that cannot bear to see the slightest discrepancy

Yours sincerely.

Z 0o
e R M

L01.057

57 - 58
Business letter from James Leigh
Insight School of Yoga, Insight House, New Malden, Surrey, England
16th September, 1950
Dr Paul Brunton
41 Denman Drive North
Hampstead Gdn. Suburb
London, N.W.L.

My dear Paul:

I so enjoyed seeing you and having your guidance and already I have written to
Mrs Hutchinson as per the enclosed. I feel it is best to put it to her this way: that she
write an essay, irrespective of how it shall be used, putting all her thought into the
subject-matter, so that we get the most wholehearted rendition of your views. Then,
when that has been completed, I can myself slant it in Lesson form, even if it means
entirely re-writing, and send the two: her original and my draft: to you for final
vetting. If the job doesn’t suit you, we can try again; but I would like this final chapter
to have your blessing and I feel I can call upon you to look it over.

I am revising Lesson 8 right away and going through the other Lessons to take
out the too-easy atmosphere - thank you again for your criticisms because, believe me, I
do want to make the thing more helpful to people and your valuable suggestions will
surely be incorporated.

And now, Paul, there is one other thing I should be grateful for, though I hesitate
to mention. However, here goes. Would you write me a short letter, however qualified,
saying what you think of the Course as an introduction to the laity? You see how
helpful it would be in meeting the purist. And you have my assurance that I shall not
cease from trying to keep on improving the presentation, by the revisions above and the

42 Page 56



additional new lesson and, indeed, in any other way that comes to light. Don’t feel
under any obligation to write such a letter, Paul. I wouldn’t mention it unless I felt you
would tell me frankly you would rather not, if so minded. But if you can see your way,
then you now it would be of great help to me in my work and I should always value it.
Yours sincerely,

e

P.S. Am wading through Rider’s new book “Healing Fingers.” Will mail to your N.Y.
address. Seems somewhat critical about your last but one book.#3 Is a remarkable
hotchpotch, however, consisting of disconnected notes, healing cases, views,
experiences, all jumbled up. Author a clergyman who undoubtedly has the healing
touch, has read-up Yoga, and is trying to integrate the two. From that point of view
only, is interesting. Anyhow, you will see.

L01.059

59 - 60

Letter from James Leigh

Malden 2169, The White Cottage, Malden Road, New Malden, Surrey, England
28 Sep. 50

My dear Paul:

To let you know I have seen Mrs Hutchinson - a most unusual woman - & she is
{getting on} with the {deepness} of your books. She does appear qualified in many
ways & I am grateful for your suggestion & hope she will make a good job of it. As she
is on her travels, it will be some time but I would rather wait & have it done well than
rush it. I think she has the selective insight needed.

Anyhow** you will in due course see the result of our joint labours & I hope &
believe it will do good. Will incorporate a paragraph intimating that most of the books
mentioned can be for free lease libraries. Have already been through the Course &
deleted all reference to breath suspension or retention & incorporated a warning.
Thank you.

In haste - and God be with you!

Lol

L01.061
61 - 62

4 The sentence “Seems somewhat critical about your last but one book.” is underlined and
marked with an “X” presumably by PB himself.
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Letter from Gertrude de Kock
Asking to meet PB when he arrives in New York that weekend —she was told by
Katherine Allen that he could see her. She was with Ramana Maharshi when he died.

Extract: “Could we have Saturday morning together? I will be at this hotel & perhaps you
would be kind enough to phone me when you arrive on Friday. I had an exceedingly interesting
time in India, & was there until the February before Ramana Maharshi*> passed away on April
11th.”

L01.063
63 - 64
Letter from Harry Strutton?®
18 Erksine Rd., E. 17
London 2-11-48
My Dear Brunton,

Having made contact once more, I should much like to keep in touch with your
movements, and trust you will keep me advised.

Strange things continue to happen in my dream-life; but more about this anon,
except to remark that I'm puzzled at their large psychic content - for in earlier years I
seldom dreamed at all!

If you've met Frank Lind (Butler), will you kindly let me know how things fare
with him? And at the same time give me the name of the street or road, & I'll get in
touch with him. I only remember “The Hermitage.”

May deeper peace & greater realization be yours, as I hope may in due course be

mine.
Sincerely & fraternally,
y%
(Harry Strutton)#”
L01.065

65 - 66

Letter from Lillian DeWaters

Attached to “The Great Answer” she’s loaning him after his visit to her; she describes
some of her other books she suggests PB should read

45 “Marishi” in the original..
46 A circled “S” in upper right corner added by PB himself.
47 Added by another hand.



Extract: “Here is a copy of my book THE GREAT ANSWER, the book by which I introduced
my Revelation that “We are God, not man”...I did not think of this yesterday when you were
here... This book has been out of print for about two years now... Am uncertain whether to
republish it or if ATOMIC LIGHT will “swallow it up”... I will wish this copy returned to me
later when you have finished with it... no copies now for sale.”

L01.067

67 - 68

Letter from Hilmar Herold

Response to PB’s 3 March 1942 letter, discussing his thoughts and questions after
reading “The Hidden Meaning Beyond Yoga,” and inquiring about visiting or meeting
with PB; he’s written his own mash-up of his own stuff & the Gita which he humbly
titles The Herold Gita; he favors Ramakrishna as world teacher;

Extract: “When the reverent student understands the First Commandment, he needs no further
instruction. Self-knowledge (God-cons.) is the only attribute belonging to the soul. Is there
anything super-natural? I call it super-psycho-physical. You make a comparison between
intellect and feeling. I put it this way: We know Jagrat and Svapna through the sense of duality
(relativity); using the Equal Vision over all, we know things by being them. Can there be a
Federation of Nations before we have a Federation of Religion? How can the common man live
the brotherhood of man, when the Doctors of Divinity, who should know, cannot live what they
preach? “Understanding understood, must be lived.” We must not lose sight of the face that the
brotherhood of man is based on the Fatherhood of God.”

L01.069

69 -70

Letter from Hilmar Herold

Discussing his thoughts from reading PB’s book “Discover Yourself” Asks if PB has
read the Yoga Vasistha {the answer would be “yes, like a million times!}

Extract: “You have indeed gone far. Few there are that would understand you. ... I wish we
could look for another book coming from your pen, entitled: “See the Player in the Role” (ego).
The only book worth reading & studying is one that tells you what to look for & how to do the
looking. Your book does it beautifully.”

L01.071

71-72
Letter from Hilmar Herold



Asking PB if he can make a condensation of one of PB’s works to include in the back of

his publication, the “Herold Gita”
Extract: “... will you please grant me permission to make a condensation of it, for insertion in
the end of the Herold Gita, a paper of about 100 typed pages & which is marked private & for
which I do not hope to find 6 readers that will understand it as it should be understood. I have
classed you as one among the 6.”

L01.073

73-79

Letter from Norma Hutzler

711 Torrington Place, Dayton 6, Ohio
Sunday, October 6th

Dear Dr Brunton -

I have delayed in answering your letter merely because of the possibility that I
might accompany my husband on a trip to New York shortly. However, I have decided
that it would be too inconvenient and unnecessary, in regard to a visit with you - as
long as I can see you in Chicago merely two weeks later.

You flatter me, Dr Brunton, in both your previous letters to me - tho” I'm sure
you do so unintentionally and are most sincere!

I have no standard for measuring my spiritual consciousness, therefore your
compliments both startled and pleased me. I do thank you.

However, I realize that it is a relative progress and that there is infinite
accomplishment to be anticipated. Each step whets my alertness for the next.

You mention my “high mystical attainment” and I wonder if I am aware of*8
your complete thought.

My spiritual certitude has been gained thru deliberate “conscious” effort and
study. My meditations have been deliberate conscious receptivity to thought, to ideas.
The popular interpretation of mystic experiences or mysticism involving the
phenomenas of color, vibration or phases of self-hypnotism have never entered into it.

If you will understand my purpose in stating this fact, I will admit to you that
your books have given me “intellectual” information. The other paths interested me
but I had neither the time nor inclination to pursue them, alone - and my#’ path has
been single and “alone.” Perhaps I have known too much of the symptoms of the
abnormals, epileptics, and other neurotics. I need far more intellectual understanding
of the purpose, necessity, relative importance and final objectives of the mystic paths
before approaching them - or it. My approach would have to be wholehearted, fearless
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(not the fearlessness of ignorance) in understanding enlightened trust - no form of mere
“escapism.”

Is that where you can help me? Books have not answered these questions for me
- tho’ I do know there is much to be penetrated, much to be known - and I desire to
know.

I desire® to know, not that I may escape life - but that I may live more fully,
more completely, more intelligently. That I may share this knowing with others. For I
do not desire to live alone - but to have others enjoying its spiritual bounty even as I do,
and even when I do - as equals.

Why are people so afraid - so hesitant to! expose their minds! But, of course,
that is a protest not a question - for I do know the answer.

When would you have time to see me? I can be in Chicago the third, fifth,
seventh, ninth or tenth. Any of these dates would be convenient for me.

Merely meeting you will be a pleasure for me also. I'm not as tense or earnest as
I may sound - and of5? course, you shall set the tempo and objective for our visit.

Very sincerely,

L01.080

80 - 81

Letter from Gertrude de Kock

P.O. Box 2205, Cape Town, South Africa.
Sept. 5th 1947

Dear Paul Brunton,

I meant to write to you before leaving New York, but the last few days I was
fully occ