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“  CHAPTER I
THE GRISIS IN SOGIETY W~

The pre=-war world eagerly sought and avidly swallowed an
over-dose of pleasure to titillate the senses and of_p;pyreii_to
cratilly the mind., e s s

Before long it was also forced to swallow an unsought over-dose

of suffering and loss. At the very moment of its grandest triumph,
when it had won the supreme conquest over material things and subtle
forces, world civilization turned into a tragedy.

S0 many people hoped and supposed that the close of war and the
opening of peace would also open & period where frouble would steadily
grow less and normality would steadily grow more. So many people
hoped and supposed that the nations would maske a fresh start in friend=-
ship and understanding, But the history of the post-war world, which
was to have been a history of this triumphant movement from bad to
good, has become instead a history of lamented movement from bad to

- worse., The peace that was to follow war turns out to be no peace.

Post-war times are noteworthy for their supreme suspense, for
the unpleasant ¢haos and ihsecurity which grips whole countries or
even continents, and for their state of continued crisis. But for a
score of years crisis has succeeded crisis without any end in sight.
Never before were so many people plunged in so much uncertainty, so
much perplexity and unsettlement. Signs of this condition are plenty .
and plain for all to read. The confusions come with the morning's
breakfast., They move with terrific speed. A week without a world
sensation hardly exists. Our newspapers give us in a single issue
what was once the history of a whole month. Their pages dismay and
distract us with reports of new crises that follow each other
rhythmically; they tense and strain our nerves with pictures of
depressed markets or oppressed mankind: they narrow our eyes with
stories of swift changes. The situation is alreddy dramatic enough

and would be fantastic were it not so tracic, G

Exposed to the agltations of our age as we are, it is harder to
keep a serene mind than ever before. Discouraging news is heard too
often and distracting fears have become too insidious to allow us to-
keep serenity without earning i1t the hard way. Without inward peace,
without outward security, modern man, who for so long pitied his

- ancient and medieval fathers, is now himself to be pitied. There

are alarming features in the growth of his emotional disequilibrium
and mental instablility. There are neurotic excitements and patho-
logical turmoils, vehement passions and dangerous indecisions in his
mind and life,

A dismal undertone runs beneath the world's everyday talk,
Men's brows are intermittently wrinkled with worries as their hopes
rise and fall alternately. They live in long-d@¥awn suspense and
anxious expectation. They look to each other for strength but find
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it not., Fear replaces falth, and perplexity shuttles to and fro
with confidence, There is foreboding 1n thelr hearts and bewllder-
ment in thelr minds. They begin to ask, "Is this the inglorious
end to which our vaunted modern civilization leads?"

The wars and crilses have exposed the terrible potentiality for
evil which still lurks in man despite his civilized uappearance. TNot
so long ago he thought he had left savagery far behind but his recent
and contemporary activities show quite definitely that he has not.

The real tragedy of our time lies not so much in the unprecedented
external events themselves as in the unprecedented ethical destitution
and spiritual infirmity which they glaringly reveal., When we remember
the impressive efforts and institutional legacies of religious
prophets, and when we add to this the vast amount of exhoratory
literature which has been left for the guidance of posterity by the.
philosophic sages and renowned thinkers of so many past periocds in so
many parts of the world, we might reasonably expect to see less of the
veiled barbarism, the unintuitive materialism and the violent selfish-
ness which have been so rampant in our own time. Does each age have
to learn its ethlcecs afresh? Shall the wandering soul of man never
come to rest? The world is heavy with experience but it does not

seem to avail us in our hour of need.

The sorry confusion of our epoch seems complete. It is
unnecessary to paint a vivid picture of conditions which are so
obvious to most of the weary inhabitants of this harassed planet.

The scientist at work in his laboratory, the politician declalming
from the benches =E=tEesSurwtw=tesswe , the historian with eyes glued

to the records of wvanished centuries, the economist with his serried
ranks of figures, the clergyman puzzling over apocalyptic pages of

the scriptures and the soldier watchful over national passions -- all
alike offer us their opinions, thelr strongly held convictions and
their pet panaceas. We need not doubt that what they have to offer
possesses a greater or lesser degree of truth, but when we listen to
all their voices together it is as though we were transplanted to some
modern tower of Babel, so conflicting and contradictory are their des-
criptive explanations and prescriptive suggestions. The dark problems
of our age are not easy for professors to solve and send mankind's
well-wishers out into the night to take counsel with the stars. If
the erisis has clarifled much for a few minds, it has confused every-
thing for many minds. They do not know where to turn for truth, nor
what to believe in the present, nor what to expect in the future.

They are bewildered by the paralyzing uncertainties and despondent
over the staggering headlines which stare at them daily from the tops
of newspapers. Such events make most of them feel they are belng
carried along,they do not know where. The result is that they do

also not know how to deal with the doubts that infect thelr conscious-
ness or the obstacles that interfere with their conducte.

The terrible physical Shocks of war had their repercussions in
the sucgeding mental shocks.” Men have thus been forced to examine,
and consequently to find out, the wvalues and the truths as well as
the errors and the delusions in their views., The course of events
has forced them to question whether their attitudes are worth holding
and whether thelr beliefs are true or false. The answers may have
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been totally wrong but the questions could not easily have been
evaded.

Wartime shocks and peacefime anxieties have influenced character
both for worse and for better, "Whoever has lived through them and
remained the same unchanged man, holding the same unchanged views, 1s
either a sage or a fool -- and sages, who take the trouble to plumb
depths and not stop at surfaces, are rare., Of course there are those
who sincerely bellieve they are no different from what they were before.
They are mistaken. They may Seem to have changed little, but the sub-
conscious has registered more. The bodily wounds of war may be quickly
healed, but the deepest effects of war are slowly manifested.

A curious effect of both war and crisis upon people everywhere
is their division into three distinet and different groups =--' so widely
different that the picture is paradoxical. For, although having iden-
tically the same experience of wartime misery and peacetime chaos,
they have drawn divergent conclusions from it! The same world distress or
personal woe which has broken the religious faith of a number of
has actually strengthened it for othersjy while 1t has left a
group indifferent angLEﬁEfﬁEEngbpreoccupied with a wholly politi-
. or economic view of life that 1 ased on fierce class or natlonal
hatred. The same catastrophe which has damaged the brittie faith of
some has fortified and revived the ebbing falth of others, or brought
it for the first time into the minds of still others; yet there are
many who have lost interest in either acceptance or denial and turned
= aside to more mundane questions altogether., Of those who have reacted
by accepting religion, not a few did so because they urgently needed
some kind of refuge, not because they investigated whether it be a
certalin or a durable refuge. For precisely the same reasons others
have turned to drink or to sensuality or to political violence.

All humanity's crisis has brought some néarer to a good life but
it has also taken others farther away from it. It is a truism that
men are complex beings. The good and evil in them are mixed together,
the exalted aims and low motives are intertwined. Hence, their
conduct in the circumstances now prevailing is_e 1y complex. ITf
many have succumbed to the unleashed lures of &pfeemer=4 ,sensualism,
others have risen to the higher call of spiritual seekirdg: still
others find their satisfaction in enthusiastic adherence| to political
parties or economic doctrines bearing the flag of altruijstic slogans
but leading in the end to demonlc violence.

Humanity, shocked in its nerves and wounded in its feelings,
passed through the ordeal of world war either to fall morally through
a negative reading of its experiences or to rise spiritually through
a positive understanding of their true meaning. The one reaction in-
creased egoism and stimulated animelity. The other lessened egolsm
and subdued animality. One aroused men through the distresse$ of war
and the anxletles of crisis to spiritual seeking. The other 1led by
the same events_ either Into spiritual carélessness and degradation
or into filercely-destructive social hatred.
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The violence of war has been succeeded by the tumult of peace.
The sserifice and idealism of the first have been followed by a
relapse into the selfishness and cynicism of the second. The in-
influences of moral disintegration and social disruption are menacingly
activé., Despite the miserles and lessons of life in battleascgrred
lands, the old error and the old spirlit are once more in our midst.
The moral effects of what humanity has passed through do not show
enough of the advance in character and aims needed to carry it through
this dangerous period, Although some residue remains, some definite
mark on the character, the public inspiration and individual unselfish-
ness so often generated during these critical war years have largely
ebbed away, leaving frustration and apathy behind. Soclal standards
have become harder, less sensitive and more materiallstic than before,
more than ever devoted to the body's comfort and the mind's pleasure;
they do not respect honorable povertye. The wide dégradation of manners
is an evil accompaniment of the downfall of 1ldeals.

When the religious sanctions of morality become impotent, as
they have so dramatically and so largely become in certain lands, there
are grave results. When the inner life of religion has drained away,
when falth and reverence are lost to older generations and meaningless
to younger ones, 1t is inevitable that the outer life of socliety shall
show chaos and crime and that men shall feel either disgust with thelr
fellows or despair of them. When fortune 1s uncertain, when life 1s
cheap, and social tempests prevail, men who do"not see 1in this a warn-
ing to transcend all in spiritual self-seeking, are tempted to forget
all in reckless pleasure-seeking. They are discontented with their
personal situation and dissatisfied with the futility and senseé-
leasness of life. So they let themselves float on its surface, trying
to forget, and repeat the lines of Ronsard, the sixteenth century French
poet,

"And since what comes tomorrow who can say?
Live, pluck the roses of the world today."

The craving for physical excitement, the tendency to sordid
intrigue and the unrestrained acceptance of animal impulses are
fostered by much in our careless cilvilization and fostered to our
danger. Personal or public catastrophe has driven the ill-balanced
to find transient solace in cynicism and sensualism, which in the end
are useless, when it might have driven them to fasting, prayer and
reflection, which may often be useful.

“We have seen within a single lifetime changes of thought and
view, of conduct and environment, so vast that hardly any far-seeing
prophet could have told about them and gained belief. ¥Yet with all
this, the hard fact remains that the moral character of wide groups
of humanity is largely worse than before, the motivations more
materialistic than ever, Many who were formerly indifferent to
religion, still remain indifferent. Too many others consider spirit-
ual study or mystical practicé to be a useless luxury and declare
that they have no time for it. A‘certain section of the intellectuals
sneer at these things as escapism, never dreaming that it is they who
are the real escapists could even be a part of the human
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being's proper business never enters their head. Thelr vision of
life is definitely out of focus. The war did not drag them from
their escapist attitude; the horror and shock, the blood and woe
did not show its insufficiency. If a man talks believingly of
spiritual things he must be, they think, either agfool or ak$ ocrite.
(naive) desi%ng
The anguish and despailr of unfortunate victims of evil operations
and evil oppressions have left many of them high and dry on the shores
of doubt as to the existence of a higher power, and of skepticism as
to its beneficénce. The high tension, terror and anguish of the times
not only harmed some people but proved too much for other people.
The first world war was the event that finally destroyed British
novelist Thomes Hardy's faith in a beneficent God. The second world
war-drove such a brilliant intellectual as that other British novel-
ist, Virginia Woolf, to teke refuge in sulcide, and to leave behind
the sad words: "I have the feeling that I shall go mad and cannot go
on any longer in these terrible times." Life's agony proved too much
for her feelings. The world's evil overcame her mind.

Many who once believed that there was a movement in the destiny
of menkind leading upward to the Good now believe that 1t 1s leading
downward to the Evil. Are they to be blamed if the dark fatalitles
of our times have wrought this unexpected change of faith? When
goodness is moeked and good people thrown into despairy when the
false, the cruel and the diabolic are so powerful, it is not surprising
that men's minds are stabbed with doubts. In the face of monstrous
recurring and seemingly victorious forces showing so muech malice and
ignorance, bestiality and cunning, they may be pardoned if they think
at times that all their best hopes are but delusions, all their
religious and moral values mere shams. It is not possible to ascer-
tain accurately whether the religiously faithless outnumber the
religiously faithful, but all too many have become spiritually numbed
by the tragedy and terror of what they have endured.fﬁowevsr there
are others who hoped that after all thils suffering, after all this
horror, a new humility would come into the world, the humility which
would acknowledze and reverence a higher power than man's. When so
many people in so many lands have lived to see fancled securities
revealed as fictions; when so much has given way beneath them that
they have to look béyond present distresses and around the corner of
present afflictional, 1t was believed that this had taught those who
were at all teachable the need of believing in God. There have been
historical precedents for the notion that the destructive agonies of
war and the chaotic miseries of peace might well bring many to a
weary pessimism which would seek in other-worldliness what it could
not find here.

The closéness or remoteness of the realisation of such a hope
is disputable, but one thing about it is not: the crisis taught
above all, and continues to teach, that those who do not face the
spiritual problem of thelr existence on earth decisively and finally,
will not escapeginsecurity and anxlety. It has not only brought up
such questiongfhut forced people to start searching for the answers.
(mental)
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If they have been able to pass through the experiences of this war
and this crisis without stopping to ask themselves at times what is
the meaning of humen life, they are doomed to go on suffering
senselessly. Amid the crash of possessions, the shattering of faith
and the catastrophe of events, only those who have begun to find
abiding values which will survive these disastersycan really abate
their mental suffering, relax their tensions and reduce their fears.
In the others, the awareness of an inner lack has become sharper,
the feeling thaft an inner satisfaction 1Is necessary but unfound has
become stronger. Yet the idea of what is needed itself remains dim
and vague or tragically wrong.

Cynics have said that man is still barbarian, that it is
fantasy to hope for his spiritual betterment in the near future.
But to say that it is folly to expect a quick and general spiritual
revival 1s not to say that some spiritual deposit has not been left
in the mind of a section of humanity by the war. The postbag of
every effective writer on spiritual subjects offers evidence that a
number of people are interesting themselves in these subjects for
the first time and for reasons arising out of the world crisis.
Their arousal from spiritual lethargy has begun to come, although
it has come at a terrible cost. History shows that it is especially
at such times of widespread distress, social upheaval and shattered
values, of religious crisis and moral challenge, that larger and
loftier conceptions of life are being sought and new spiritual
movements are being born.

If the war brought profound misery to mankind it also’brought
with it a profound opportunity to be humbled by sufferings, taught
by reflections and shamed by errors. Out of its wide suffering,
this bath in humen blood, all had the chance t6 arise, chastened,
purified and wiser. Hesitantly and confusedly, some did learn its
lessons correctly under the dire pressure of events, purifying
themselves of foolish beliefs and materialistic concepts. Its
drastle shock and miserable aftermath led to the loss of some of
their external supports; and this in turn to the loss’of some of
their internal supports. Swept by waves of pessimism, they sought
for religious consolation or comforting prophetic messages or
mystical experience. (The word 'mystical! has possibly become too
vague and too wide in meaning really to be useful., The word
'spiritual! is hardly better, Yet there is no adequate equivalent in
fhe English language to the idea intended. Sanskrit is better served.
However, these words must be used for brevity's sake but they will be
used here only when avoldance 1s too troublesome).

After the first world war it was in the fashion to be cynical
and light-hearted and superficial; it was out of the fashion to be
intensely serious about the nature and destiny of the human soul.
But after”the second world war, with its wider tragedy and deeper
suffering, there is comparatively more earnest thinking about such
a toplce Looking straight in the face at their experience, some
have begun to think with truer concepts, and yearn to 1ift their
activities to a higher level. Such an outlook has not been attained
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by most. of menkind semssssweds, but 1t has certainly been attained by
ecertain individuals.

How many have been compelled by what they perceive of the
condition of thinss on this planet to start a conscious search for
the meaning of life? How much momentum have these movements actually
galned? Are the marks of inereased holiness, purer conduct and
decreased worldliness visible in this post-war era? It is true that
more people seek spiritual truth now than did before the war. But
their number is still so small and its increase so slow that the
movement is very far from gaining decisive influence. Only a
comparatively small number of persons has been aroused by the world
crisis to seek the inner life. Those who care for personal ldealism,
who aspire for self-improvement and who reach out after the divine,
are still all too few. The regeneration which could have been the
outcome of a war of this unusual character as=the=test=umm, needs to
show more signs of beginning, if the expectation of a general
spiritual awakening is not to fade. The great darkness which
enveloped pré-war humanity still envelops too large a part of post-
war humanity, It is the cause of an avoidable mass of suffering

and misery, ofxsin and despair, which exist in thé world and which
can find no better)solvent than such an awakening,
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CHAPTER II: NO BETTER WORLD WITHOUT BETTER MEN! CL””'

It would be easy for a generation which has seen unparalleled
conflict and unprecendented evil to lose its faith in divine power
or divine wisdom. Thils 1s what is happening to many people in this
time 3y they are so preoccupied with the external circumstances of
their 1ife that they neglect its higher purpose. Their analyses b
shbecirobesmepx of historic events and of human evolution are either
not deep enough or quite misleading. What other result can be
expected from men who lack the knowledge of the spiritual laws
governing the causation of those events and controlling that
evolution?

The times so vividly if briefly mentioned in various passages
of the New Testament are upon us. Mark how they speak of one
ldentifying sign being the appearance of false prophets. 8t. Luke
warns us in burning words: Take heed that y=ma¥be not deceived... (Ve
go yqﬁ not therefore after them." The misteke commonly made in
understanding these pages is to limit the reference only to religious
and mystical prophets, But the teachers and leaders of destructive
movements, whose dogmas have been received with emotional fervour
and propagated with intellectual fanaticism, must not only be
ineluded in the reference but even given first place. They have
diverted to themselves exactly the same kind of faith or devotion as
that which is given to religlous leaders like Muhammed.

A million people will eagerly follow a glib leader who raises
contentious clamour and leads them to ultimate destruction, when
only a few people will follow an inspired spiritual leader who leads
them to true blessedness. This shows the faulty sense of values
which prevails among people who are entirely ignorant of the fact

that if their inner attitude toward life 1s wrong, their outer
personal, political and economic affairs will go wronge. It shows

that the reason why the mass of mankind cannot make a success of

thelr clvilization is because they cannot make a success of themselves.
Not having enough faith in, or leading by, higher forces, they put
their faith in destructive ones.

When we hear the wonderful story of man's long rise we know
that he holds within himself the power to conquer difficulty. Be.can make
mighty changes and move his world forward, moex butt he can do this
in a peaceful constructive mannergikf % oSoclety and
surroundings are the conseguenc of history., The past experience
of the human race and the({traditional knowledge 1t has accumulated,
cannot be dispensed with 1t is for us to profit by it.
if he disiplines the violence of his animel nature,)

G,
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Those whose metaphysical foundation is dialectical materlalism,
exclude from their consideration of man the great truth that he is
here ultimately for spiritual development. They regard him solely
as a fleshly body whose primary interests are material ones. But
the fact that they turn away from this truth does not remove them
from the sphere of its operation. So long as they hold such an
incorrect conception of human nature as the materialist one, so long
will the illusions of extreme egoism and the evils of bitter hatred
flourish among them. Under the influence of such wrong thinking and
limited understanding, the naive stororpeewssd men who engage in it
are walking dangerously near the edge of a precipice., They live in
a darkness to which they have become so accustomed that they belleve
it to be light. This puts them in a precarious situation.

The real struggle today is a confused and hidden one; 1t 1s
not only the outward and obviocus struggle which every newspaper
records. It is between the gredt lie of a materialist concept of
life and the great truth of a spiritual one. We call the first a
lie because it asserts that we are here on earth solely to satlsfy
the appetites of the body and the desires of the ego. Throughout
man's long history, his wisest seers and most illumined prophets
have put forth their thoroughly-tested discovery =-=- not opinion —
that the forces of Nature, God, brought us here to discipline those
appetites and elevate those deslires as a preliminary requsite to
the higher purpose of life -- the discovery of the Overself and the
conscious union with it.

Millions have been deceived by the appearance of things into
believing that their existence is physical gnd nothing more. Today
they are eating the sour fruit of this false belief. Correct self-
understanding would have shown them that they are not only creatures
compounded of body, feelings and thoughts but also of splritual
intultions. That is why the firmest possible foundation upon which
to build any social structure 1s the essential ethics of all spiritual
teaching. Those ethics ultimately sprout from a mystically-revealed
knowledge of certain moral and spiritual laws which govern the universe.
The new understanding of these old laws, which go far deeper than
politico-economic doctrine, would necessarily bring about a new and
better integration of society, which would then reflect ethical thought.

The impartial observer may seem pessimistic but he knows that
world conferences will fall so long as statesmen go to them only to
protect thelr present interests, to make patchwork solutions and to
avold uncomfortable concessions, They will fail so long as rulers
and peoples prefer a shallow to a deeper view. They wlll prove, as
was predicted several years ago in an earlier book, mere delusions
so long as a loftier ethical ideal and superior metaphysicel knowledge
does not animate them. When a materialistic civilization becomes
outwardly impressive but remains inwardly impoverished, when political
relations become an elaborate facade for hiding the spiritually empty
rooms behind them, menacing problems are sure to appear on every side.
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> f The real epnwxgi:ﬁhlu;“oehind all the other ones is the problem
: of mental and moral regeneration.

Those who know the hidden powers of thought in the life and
fate of man, know that externsl peace cannot be successfully secured
while internal war rages in the heart. Until men tame thelr angers,
discipline their desires, leash thelr greeds, modify their material-
ism and curb the cruelty and slaughter they practlice on animals, the
root causes of war will still remain. All they can do in the present
stage of human evolution is to create an international institution
which shall act as an international policeman, Just as the creation
of city police forces has not stopped all crime but has nevertheless
prevented much crime, so the creation of such an institution could
not stop all wars but may prevent many wars. xxenhiretessx Every
such proposal has its own special accompanying dangers. IYet, some
;aniqui roposal must be accepted and realized, whatever its dangers,
ﬂgecause in no other way can the prospect of a more peacelful o
I1Te open upAfor humanity. If coming history should show a tragle
failure to realize the contemporary proposal, that would be only
because the deeper lessons of vanishing history, echoed here, hHave
been insufficiently learned or wholly ignored. But just as the grim
necessities of war forced overdue changes on us only when they were
no longer avoidable, so the grim necessities of peace will force upon
us those personal and national changes which many are still too un-
evolved to make of their own.E==yle , A new and better world will
come in the end and after all. But to the extent that we let it come
out of compulsion, not out of volition, we have to suffer greatly
during its labor pains. In the end the Word will replace the Sword,

It is questionable whether absolute harmony will ever prevail
amongst men, unless and until they first fulfil the spiritual goal
which God ever holds before them, Social life creates its own
problems, its own conflicts of group and personal interests. National
life leads to angry quaerrels with other nations or aggressive invasions
of them. In the world of manifested forms, each of which is wxic=e
ag@ different from all others in some points, there wlll necessarily be
friction at those pgints at some times. A kingdom of perfect harmony

# on eartil ik apparen ot possible, The world's nature and humen nature
seem to forbid i1t. DBut what we cannot find outside ourselves, does exist and
may be found deep within ourselves. When Jesus once announced the good
news to his hearers and told them in plain words thats "the kingdom of
heaven" was within them, he meant, if he meant anything at all, that
the most important and most desirable thing In life was not to be found
in any external place, thing, person or position; it was to be found
only in the hidden strata of the thought and feeling of man. The
bellowing doctrinaire, who thinks otherwise, who persuades people to
gee only the surface of thelr problems, may say what he likes but a
physical Mtopla has never existed and may never be found. It 1s like
a mirage which draws men on only to delude them. It 1s either an
ever-receding horlzon or else a dream from which its deluded seekers
must wake up. The dream's creator may paint pleasant pictures of an
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ideal soclety or even religious-ascetic community where all will

be well and everyone will be happy, but the reality will never be
like that for 1t would still have to be built with the material w= of
fallible and imperfect men.

If the ashrams, spiritual retreats of the Orient, and religious
monasteries of the Occident, with so lofty and unworldly a doctrine
as many of them possess, have been unable to develop perfectly
harmonious and morally untainted communities among themselves, but on
the contrary suffer from the petty weaknesses of pitiful human nature,
what hope is there for realizing this dream outside their walls, where
aspiration is less urgent and less deep? Where is the human material
for such a superhuman society? Can it be found sufficiently anywhere
today? Earthly milleniums are always postponed, never realized. So
it has been in the past, so it shall be in the future. Any idealistic
soclety or colony can be only relatively good at best, good only at
and for a certain time and a certain place., It can never escape from
the relativity, imperfection and transiency which permeate this world.
Human nature would cease to be its present ignorant self if it were to
perform the vicarious sacrifices which the social or humanitarian or
religious idealist's rosy but fallacious optimism expect of it. The
paradise men want to attain is a condition they must Inwardly create
by slow degrees for themselves. As soon as men make themselves
spiritually worthy of a finer world, they will have some approach
toward it. A wiser practicality would not seek to establish a kingdom
of heaven on earth, in the sense of a physical utopia, for its own
sake, It would be too strongly imbued with the realization of
transiency in all things and too profoundly perceptive of the inherent
imperfection in all things to be deceived by such a materislist aim.
Rather would 1t seek to establish a better earthly home for mankind
for the sake of using it as a springboard whence to aspire for the true
kingdom of heaven, which is and always will be an inner one. It is not
a spatial one. Jesus, the skilful angler of men, warned against look=-
ing for 1t, "Lo here! or Lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is
within you." ¥Yet not a few of his followers have fallen into the
zreoomeexxx beliefl that this kingdom can be externalized. They believe
that some kind of sacerdotally-controlled utopia can be created, just
as a section of the materialists believe that only a sacerdotally-free

economic utopia can be created., BETHTITAT—thwwewtwzs,. The mystical
osbimenbadsiant (believe that some kind of perfectionist community cen
be created. But a collection of imperfect human beings can never lead
to such a result. ﬁﬂ:ﬂmﬁm&m.

.

The truth here is that the external problems which torment man
are really projections of the internal problems which he has failed
to solve aright within his heart and mind. There is no adequate
answer-to the principal questions of politics and economics without
firet finding an adequate answer to the larger questions of life
1tself, which necessarily include the questions "What is man?!
'What are the real objects for which an organized socliety exlists?!
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'What are the final ends to be worked out through its means?!

Unless we lay hold of their correct answers, we shall only be

working in the dark and wasting energiles quite uselessly, or worse,
gravely harm the human stuff out of which society 1s made. Ignorance
of these answers is the primary cause of our present sad lot. The
distress of today grips us like a hérrible quagmire into which we
sink deeper with every step forward, simply because we do not know
and cannot see thé proper destination towards which we ought to move.
On the other hand, 1f we secure a clear conception of these objects
and ends, we shall be able to work more efficiently, act more
effectively and live more happily. But how can we do so successfully
unless we know the larger direction which the evolutionary forces of
life itself are inéxorably compelling it to take? Without a knowledge
of the divine will, we may only stumble in the dark and perhaps hurt
ourselves grievously, as we have already hurt ourselves during this
tragic century. Hitherto, we have fulfilled our destiny blindly and
unconsciously, which means painfully and stupidly. But the policy

of spiritual drift will no longer pay. We might get away with it in
easier times but we cannot get away with it in these sternly critical
times.

The problems whilch press down on humanity may be mostly political
and economic and therefore should be dealt with by economic and
political measures, But their background remains moral and metaphysical.
No solution can be a fundamental one which ignores these two elementse.
No way in which humanity can save itself from the danger which con-
fronts it will prove satisfactory if it leaves out the spiritual way =--
every other way if taken alone will yield only failure as its result
in the end. Only when the politiclan and the economist, the statesman
and the soldier will have the sense to perceive this and the courage
to admit it; only when they will have the humility to declare them-
selves semi-bankrupt and with insufficient assets can the miracle
happen and the aid of a higher power come to our rescue and do for us
what we can not do for ourselves,

What is best for the individual is in the long run also best for
soclety. Whoever surveys the unrolled picture of his own exlstence
or that of human existénce as a whole and without prejudice will find
this truth irrefutable. And if the individual can-attain true
happiness only by following a better way of living, society also can
attain 1t only likewise. If easier ways are followed, thén lesser
results must be expected., From thls standpoint political, economic
and soc¢ial reforms cannot by themselves lead to the true happiness
of man., This 1s not to say that they are not needed, for they may
lead to his partial or transient happiness, They are useful pallia-

tives which may relieve his pain, not radical remedies which can cure
his sickness.

An industrial economy which does not in practice recognize ‘man
as a spiritual being or the universe as out-working divine laws,
breeds psychic perils for its people. Even if its planners provide
a more satisfactory placéd in which the general mass of people can
live, they cannot provide the ideals for which those people will have
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to live if they are to fulfil their incarnation's higher purpose,
ideals which will in the end determine the fate of that place.
"lan proposes, God disposes," may sound trite but is still quite
operative, Those realists and rationalists who would dismiss the
application of worthy ideals as being nothing more than dreamer!'s
catchwords and impracticable slogans, delude themselves,

Qur fallure to build a worthwhile society is primarily a moral
fallure., But before there can be moral reform, there must be
spiritual reform. This is the root of all the others.

We ought not in our judgement of materialistic doctrine
preaching otherwise and the misguided men who symbolize i§g i1 in the
world today, misjudge the masses who have been befogged into it. We
must not forget their ultimate quality, which links them with Gode.
We must remember that in their blind unconscious way they, too, are
seeking the truth, they, too, will one day stand hushed in the
presence of the Spirit. They too will eventually accept the saving

jdesl of goodwill as against the destructive i1deal of hate. They too

will learn to know that the divine love is back of all events and
that so soon as men turn to look for it they will find it moving also
towards them . Our Father is still in heaven and our job 1s to

recognize our sonship. This single truth is at the core of all
spiritual teaching.
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CHAPTER III - THE MACHINE AGE x/

Today's worship of speed in living, dolng and making has
produced nervous tensions which in turn have driven men to seek
relief through artificial stimulants and narcotic . drugs. The
weaker-willed ones among them have done So to excess and malmed
themselves in moral character in the end.

A different consequence of this worship seems trivial but is
actually not at all what it seems., There has developed a contempt
for lands where the tempo of change is slower, where the passage
from an oldtime way to a mechanised existence lags markedly.

Behind this contempt lies a failure to understand why the people
in those lands want to be left alone and undisturbed, why they
prefer to work out their development at thelr own pace and not lose
whatever inner contentment they pessess. The two nations on this
planet who have made speed a high idezl of livingky FPRECHRSITERER
% have thereby become incapable of sympathizing
with the wishes of backward peoples who prefer to preserve and
continue their dilatory rhythm of living. The latter are satisfied
to take only a little part in the race for power and possessions.
They regard the enviromment of the Western natlons as unattractive,
the mental condition as a kind of madness and thé rush and turmoil
as not worth the price involved, liore curiously, they consider the

118,011 N6 e e T S i ey 0.5 2. Ltind

of toy.

Nevertheless, “despite their views, it is true that modern
industrial methods, because of their tremendous productive capacity,
gained by mass-techniques based on machines, have come to stay.

But have they come to stay in their present shape? They give the
worker his bread and butter but they also deprive him of inner
satisfactions and individual functional value. They turn him fo
some extent into a machine-part and bereave him of his manhood.
Insofar as the machine robs him of his individuality and makes him
perform the same few mechanical movemenfs every day throughout his
workling life, it 1s liasble to stunt him. The assembly-lines in
huge factories which pour out masses of goods do mot make any
demands on the creative skills of the workers but merely keep them
enzaged on repetition jobs. The physical arrangements and mental
atmosphere of such factories are often harmful to the human nervous
systen.

We must have mechanized industry but we need not have it at
such a heavy price. Those among the industrialists and economists
who treet man, including themselves, only as a statistical eypher,
or as a mere factory 'hand! to be mass-regimented as a mere :
instrument of production like the lathe, and not also as a sensitive,
feeling énd thinking human being, deo®es#e) and spoil his feeling for
creativity, Théy deal with human robots(and are unconcerned with’
higher wvalues, In their worship of the) mechanized view of life,
they lose their balance just as those fother worshippers of the
machine who denounce them politicallyjlin the name of enforced

atro his talents)
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collectivism also lose thelr balance. Both are hypnotized by the
modern form of materialism, DBoth believe the machine will so lighten
labor and inerease prosperity that everyone will henceforth be happy.
Inventive technology can do and 1s doing wonderful things in this
epoch, but it can never makeé anyone really happy. It has despoiled
man of drudgery, but can it, for instance, despoll him of mental
distress? How many of the millions of factory workers have developed
mentally beyond the machines they tend? And how many celebrated
executives of the business world have become anything more than mere
automatons & the business world?

The panorama of our great cities presents a spectacle. FIor it
is to these fast-growing many-peopled dwelling-places of the western
world that the pioneers of today have been drawn. Great builders,
great engineers, astute financiers, clever scientists, enterprising
merchants, the millions who toll at their bidding, togefher with
artists, writers and other men of dreams, are all there. In the
cities, forces of every kind fight for predominance; ambitions
high and low strive for prizes in tempting dress. The field of
business becomes at times almost a battlefield.’ Glents of intellect
and cunning wage war therein. Like a huge mill, each’town grinds
out ° of its inhabitants what they possess of ability, energy and
gourage.

City life develops human mentality. Its competition sharpens
human faculty. This is good when balanced by the finer feellngs,
but bad when not. Life in the larger towns stimulates intelligence,
fosters ambition and develops personality, whereas life on the farms
toughens the body, increases self-reliance but flattens personality.
The men and women who live in overgrown cities have largely lost
that direcét contact with Nature which their farming forbears
possessed. The values and virtues which city life develops in man-
kind turn into demerits and vices when it is carried to excess.
then a metropolitan area 1s not restricted at a certain point, it
creates trouble, danger and evil. It becomes a contributory cause
to the soulless materialism of its inhabitants. The size of this
mammoth humaen hive which is a modern metropolis, is now idiotically
inconvenient. The very difficulties of Internal transport must in
time force a reduction or re-arrangemente.

The quick growth of huge commercial and industrial centers,
has led to artifiecial, unnatural living. This has produced un-
balance in mind and unhealth in"body. The life of a family which
knows only hard stone pavements, confining brick walls and low
plaster ceilings, which regards trees, grass and flowers with awed
amazement as unfamiliar things, which is incessantly subjected to
the nerve-pounding noises of urban existence, is a life in some
danger of spiritual hurt. Those who live ingalleys or in the rabbit=warren
of tight-packed, treeless streets do not see|the same bright mental
horizons as those who live in leafy avenues.\ With the widespread

(ugly
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These large cities are our karma that express what we |

are. As we curselves imorcove we improve them. In these L

environments into which we incarnate, we find the lessons L

that we have to learn, or we get the frults of what we hiwwmx
RRExkkzxfrutkxxmfxthakxne have done in the

tExEm:enyxmexREY

past,Jwe find BXHX conditions whieh provoke us to change &

and(Iimorove them, snd in so dolng we develope ourselves. L
(or)
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use of motor vehicles and the fconsequent conversion of streets

into nerve-racking centres of se and hurry and incessant

activit gach giant city becomesYmentally poisonous to the
Teed.ng]tensions andfdissocletions. The strident
noises harm the nerv and disrupt mental health. A socliety which
accepts them so unhesitatingly must tend to become a more material-
istic one., It seems that nothing less than business depression,
economic disaster or even the threat of atomic bombing brings back
out of the ¢ities a people who have strayed too far into urban
materialism, who have lost their touch with Nature and their
intuition of spirit. REFENTERGTEWSEETES s=SLt e :

Y%

ive talents

SerT  New ‘Yara WHvZ)l T
The ecurrent belief that the existing Industrilal economy is
the most efficient one possible, may be correct from a technical
point of view but too often ignores its destructive effects on the

e

humen nervous organismhand moral characters. A proper appraisal of
its efficiency would take them into reckoning. To the degree that
the actual appraisal disregards them, it does so because its
fundamental view of man is one-sided and materialistic,.

Today, when science has made 1ife complicated and intellect
has madé man restless, a poised serene attifude seems beyond the
horizon. Yet its need is an imperative one. Only a philosophical
mysticism can show how a man caught up amid the complex maze of
urban activities and strugeling against the speed and pressure of
city life, jarred by its raucous and flurried note, and perhaps,
burdened alsoc by the struggle for economic necessibtiesymay abolish
‘his inner conflict and keep his mind in a sublime calm. DBut the -
‘multitudes are unready inwardly for such a philosophical spproach,
so whateter can be done by outward means to keep their psyche better
balanced, should be done,

1 The craving for the countryside's green beauty and healing
‘peace which expresses 1tself in week-end runs out of town, or in’
little gardens surrounding a house, is at bottom a spiritual one.
The severance from all contact with Nature for long perlods starves
the city-dweller of vital nourishment for his inner beinge. Sadhu
Sundhar Singh, the Indian Christian mystic, once said that he
always falt the spirit of evil to be powerful in large towns. "To
go into blg towns is always against my desire, and I have to
constrain myself to 'do so. I know why hermits prefer to live in
caves and mountains. I much prefer 1t myself. But I was told once
in an ecstasy to help others in this world," he added. He also
thought that materialism is more prevalent in towns than villages.

When a sensitive man walks in the city streets, after-his
feelings have been healed by the solitary groves of Nature, he feels
remote from these houses that so often are not homes but barricades
for sorrow. On the other hand, it is rare to meet a farm laborer
who has a mind beyond the stelid drudgery of his toil in the fields.
The romentic idealization of peasant life breaks dovn as soon as e
think of the illiterate, half-starved peasants of India and Chinas.
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It is as foolish in this twentieth-century as the romantic idealizat-
ion of the towns man's life.

The philosophic thinker does not attack the uprise of industrizal-
ism, which was inevitable and necessary, yet he defends the contempor-
ary movement towards decentralization, because that is the enwviron-
mental need today. He notes phenomena which any thoughtful
observer can witness, the phenomena 6f the psychological and physical
results of both urban and rural life., He counsels the need of a
properly balanced economy, a way of social existence which will be
developed all-round end not be lopsided or extremist. He may rightly
deplore the repulsive evils which excessive one-sided unbalanced
industrialism has brought in 1ts wake, but he must justly admit that
the standard of physical proPgerity and comfort 1s, in every country,
proportionate to the use made of machines. Critics should protest
not against machine processes, which indeed are so useful and
profitable, but against the way in which a blind industrialism has
led the men and women employed to operate them, into unnatural
living and loss of higher values, whenever it has failed to
differentiate them as spiritually-cored human beings from the mere
machines themselvese.

We of today cannot easily return to primitive or mediéval
conditions. The machine may be used against men and women, as in
war, or for them, as in peace,” The ascetlic notlon, popularized by
such men as Tolstoy and Gandhi, that it i1s necessarily harmful and
mostly evil, has a basis of partial truth but, taken alone and
unbalanced, 1s unphilosophical. The machine is here and we must
accept it., DBut this i1s not to say that we must allow it %o master us,

civilization would no longer retard truefgrowth but would be kept in
its place and uftilized as a useful help(to promote this growth and

elevate society. ‘ (artistically—creative) (will)

/to enslave us, With a spiritually—awakeneg, race, the machine

Science and invention, organization and techniquefopen up great
possibilities for the future physical comfort of mankind. The
edvance of invention saves the human race from monotonous and
repetitive jobs and thus liberates the human mind for higher ones.
If men choose to use this liberation for degrading purposes, that is
the risk accompanying every racial advance. But if the risk becomes
too great, if human life is harnessed solely to materialistic aims,
then inventions only hinder and do not help 1ts true progress.
Until the world puts its mechanical inventions, as well as 1ts reforms,
on a philosophical basis,aevery new good galned carries a new evil
with 1t. Speed is a helplto the quicker tempo of modern civilization,
but we need not thereforelspeed away with that which is needed %o
cultivate our deepest naturéj\the true soul. A civilization whose
merely mechanlcal and external\gfficiency still leaves man an
insensitive and soulless creature,\: is . in the end WB a half-failure.

N

s 1t will eventus
A1l this dos Srab-THeAmoron

hat practical attempts to
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create increasingly better environments should not be made. The
improvement of external environments is all to the good; 1t may
of itself help to create an atmosphere in which higher ideals can
be more welcome; but in the end it is no substitute for, and can
never displace, the Improvement of the human entity which has to
dwell in that environment. Yet to offer, as mystical but un-
philosophic idealists so often offer, the panacea for humanity's
social troubles as being solely an individual change of heart, to
do nothing more than sit down and wait for this remote change to
happen and to dismiss all practical proposals, is to confess
intellectual bankruptecy. It is mere lack of balance and obvious
narrowness of perspective which make these ideallists assert that

& change in human nature is the only reform required. Thelr
mistake 18 not in assérting that a change of heart will yield a
change of enviromment, This is quite true. It iIs in ' rejecting
the second whilst waiting for the first. Ior there are bad things
in human environment which either prevent such a change happening
or, if they cannot prevent it, hinder it from sustaining itself.

This historie panorama, which 1s a tragic reality to the
millions who suffer in it but a mere shadow-dance -to the mysties
who méditate apart from it, is correctly evaluated by the philosopher
alone.

Philosophy, because its ideal reasonably balances self-centega-
ness and altrulsm, definitely requires outer change to be made
but et the same time still holds that man's largest hope lies in so
improving the individual character that the improvement inevitably
affects all social relations with other men and spreads from within
outwards. It insists that although the forces which shape the
external fate of mén and nations are much more internal, psychological,
ethical and mental, nevertheless effectual contributions also come
from the external, social, political and economic ones. It agrees -
that the way of moral and mental evolution provides the real basis for
worthwhile change but it also asserts that such evolution can be
helped and quickened by providing better physical conditions. It
deplores the sad situation which shows our best thinkers beginning to
forsake nineteenth-century scile materialism and rediscover
twentieth-century spiritual truth, While the tolling masses ignorantly
lag some distance behind them.

Nowadays the way to the spiritual domain lies to some extent
through the social one, The environmental ills must be ameliorated
to some extent before people - the rich as well as the poor - can
become aware of their inner i1lls and thence bestow their attention
on a higher goods. The man who 1s driven to an enforced and
continuous preoccupation with the problem of earning a livelihood or
supporting his family, would be foolish indéed if he did not give °
this problem the front-rank importance which 1s its reasonable due.
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Even the man who is more fortunate, is doing nothing wrong but
everything right in providing himself with material comforts and

modern conveniences, with a good home, decent clothes and adequate

food. The wrong begins only when both'men set up these things as

idols and worship them as ends in life, forgetting the higher endsj}

when their hearts are surfeited with attachments to them but remain
starved of ideals beyond them and, most especially, when they secure
them at the cost of spiritual values or in violation of moral Integrity.

When men sre asctuated by altruistic motives but possess only a
limited view of things, they seek to remove poverty of material
possession in individual cases alone, If they lack wisdom they may
do as much harm as good by their endeavors. When the same men arrive
at a deeper view of things, they seek to remove poverty of materlal
possession in society as a whole by going to its true personal and
social causes. But when they are not only actuated by altruistic
motives, but possess also the deepest insight into life, they seek to
remove poverty of thought, poverty of outlook and poverty of soul,
alongside of the degrading physical conditions.

W

The need of Gmbay is for a social organism of a type higher
than any now provided, an organism which will rest on conscious
obedience to higher laws, which will make provision for the fact that
man is also a spiritual being as well as a physical one. Our
immediate hope for a better world does not lie wholly in a change
from within, for that would be too great a demand, nor yet wholly in
a change from without, for that would be too little a demand. It lies
in a properly-proportioned synthesis of the two. ile the mass of
people are principally preocccupied with wresting a livelihood, they
can hardly be blamed for belng indifferent to a higher spiritusl and artistic
culture. To them such a culture must often seem either gquite remote
or quite imaginary. Apart from their inferior training iIn intellect -
not to be confused with intelligence, the essential factor in this
situation i1s that they cannot give sufficlent attention to such a
search for truth or asplreafter 1ts personal realization until they
are themselves less hindered by the inevitable dependence on economic
conditions,

The four elemental, insistent and stable needs of sufficient
food, clothing, shelter and fuel have always had to be satisfied
before the cultural, religlous, mystical or metaphysical needs. It
is true that the need of earning & livelihood has always been the
most important need in most me existence. The cominuous drudgery
merely to keep body alive, the ‘donstant enslavement to mechanical
toil, the grinding effort of the everyday struggle for a livelihood
leave many: 1ittle time for higher thought and hamper the birth of
nobler ideas. The physical despairs of the unemployed and the
insecurity fears of the employed often bring out baser elements of
the human character. They cause the mind to become negatively
obgessed by its worldly problems, to struggle combatively agalnst
others for self-existence, to accept aggressive violent solutions
of economic difficulties and to stifle spiritual intuitions through
envy or bitterness. Those who have to endure them cannot scent much
of the divine atmosphere amid murky scenes of squalor. In earlier
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eras to a large extent but in recent eras or in certain countries
to a markedly lesser extent, the thoughts of the masses, condemned
to long hours of drndgery for a livelihood as they were,héve inevitaply
occupied themselves mostly .--—-h-n-’ with what related to the physical

body and its animal necessities. c,they . will be freed from the
oppressions of overwork, unemployment Jand excesslve poverty, and
> @ l_'pi--,- SN TREIHEOHEDP0NELS e el ee s 1.;1-'1 CR XK AR ) L e U c-'t-'.,t;,c,- TS SSFSNSUFBE S+ 4 B ;--o-
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take suflficient timeffor higher culture ,Maastha‘bic
non-vocational mental developmgnt,

A

(A8 civilized society gggggas its present materialistic
S ot wreh e purview o 1e8e pages Lo diseuss the form

arguments of those who would uphold the personal profit motive and
those who would abandon it altogether., Both are actuated by an
egoism which brings, and must always bring, friction along with it,
but which has been inevitable in the course of human development.
No one will work without motive, be it the building up of a
collectivist state or the building up of a private fortune. The
sage or the saint who serves selflessly, because he serves at the
bidding of a higher power, alone escapes this necessity but such a
man belongs to a breed apart. It is certain however that much
industrial conflict could be resolved if the mentel attitude of
co-operation which involves some denial of the personal ego, were
brought to bear upon it by both sides.

We are not concerned here with the extreme ascetic who
consciously and deliberately sets out to try to live with as 1little
as possible. FHis self-imposed renunciation has a certain nobility
about 1t, whereas that which is involuntarily borne by the poor
usually degrades them. IHe has taken to an exceptional path for a
special purpose and when thls ls achieved Nature may or may not
eventually bid him return, as she bade Buddha'%imself return, to the
middle wey. But those who can find their happliness only in an
enviromment of poverty, their spirituality only in an economy of
scarcity, belonz to primitive or medleval epochs and are no better
than backward-lookers, Higher standards of living and the multipli-
cation of wants are not at all evil in themselves, although if left
unaccompanied by spiritual disciplines they may easily become evil,
as they have in some Western countries. It is regrettable that the
corrupting power of a prosperous state of society is historic,
regrettable because in a well-balanced, spiritually alert character
prosperity shows the good it can do rather than the evil. DBut for
most socletles -- and certainly for the West -- a time comes when a
simpler life is the only way to a healthier one and when the refusal
to accept 1t, leade to sickness, decay and self-destructione.

However, it 1s the mental attitude we hold towards the
miltiplication of possessions which makes them good or evile Good
homes, adequate diet and cultural participation need prevent no one
from claiming and attaining their spiritual birthright.
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Although it is not possible, with the faulty human material

at our disposal, to make an earthly millenium, a terrestrial utopla,
- although politicalzeconomic perfectionism is a mere dream for

emotionalist doctrinaires, it is possible to make a more cooperative
beautiful.  world than the one which exists. This would need all the uncommon
sense, all the clear concreté thinking, all the moral goodwill, all
e witohand spiritual leadership, all the imaginative enbterprise
which our best men can muster. If we cannot suecceed in bringing an
impossible dream-utopia down to earth, that is no reason why we should
not try to bring a little fragment of it down , ee———

It is quite inevitable - that we should move toward a higher form
of civilization. The war gave the Iindividual and the State an
opportunity -- often unwelcome -- %o indicate where they stood 1in
1ife's strugcle and to demonstrate what goals they really pursued.

A1l, including those who emerged badly shaken and badly battered,
are being driven by wide-spread chaos either to develop themselves in
new directions and readjust themselves to new evolutionary currents,

or through selfishness, blindness, cowardice and inertia to disasters

ending 1in destruction.

We can understand these happenings aright if we understand them
in terms of a far wider universal change embracing the whole of
humen existence itself. The war marked one stage of a titanie
turning-point in the mental and moral history of mankind., It was
actually an outward sign of an inner conflict between the forces of
light and darkness, which still continues. Behind the visible crisis,
as expressed in tremendous historical events, there is secreted an
invisible crisis, which is indeed its activating cause. The conflict
today is outwardly between political groups and economie systems. But
inwardly -- and therefore essentially -- 1t is between opposed views
of men, of his life and purpose on this earth. It is a conflict
between utter materialism conjoined to harsh idealism on the one side,
azd partial materialism, conjoined to partial religious faith on the
other

It zoes against the grain of human eggsm to accept the plthy
@~ pointhy of the centuries-old Spanish saying: "Pruth, although severe,
is a real friend." And even the few who can receive it will doulbt
whether the claims of philosophic principles can be equated with
the elaims of mundane practicality. In ordinary times, they would
have solid basis for their doubt. But we live in extraordinary timgs.
Life today is a challenge/ which cannot be evaded.

witnessing the final convuleions, the last despe vitieg of
rous nature,in men.r Tl onimal ;eén¢4ﬁnumuﬁdagﬁaidgggﬁme—:ébwu;;j
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CHAPTER IV: THE CRISIS OF SCIENCE AND INTELLECT b=

Scientific Advance Leading to Self-Destruction

Man's personal necessity spurs his mental ingenuity. Inventions
follow in the track of each conscious need., Nature 1s yielding her
amazing wonders to the human exploitation of them. No living man today
can escape the beneficial as well as the bad results of sclentifie
activitye. liost are helped in some way, many are hurt in some other way,
by these consequences of 1ts rapid and spectacular advances. Someone
listens to a man's telk although he is two hundred miles away, with
nothing but & slender wire or an unseen wave between them; this aid
comes from the thought of scientists and the working of engineers. A
man falls dead at our feet, struck to the ground by a carelessly
speeding automobile; his death is ultimately due to their thought and
working too.

The reasoning intellect in 1ts high perfection as we see it
exemplified among the great scientists of our age 1s something which
deserves and demands our high respect. Their scrupupusly exact
methods of resesrch and carefully methodical observations are to be
admired; their cautious attitude 1s extremely valuable and quite
necessary in 1lts proper place., We are not of those who despise the
cultural and sclentific achlevements of the intellect in order to
praise the mystical achievements of the ‘intuition. We have no desire
to detract from the wonders of modern scilence in order to point out
the wonders of ancient mysticism. We ceannot accept the dogma that
consclientious reasonable thinking is wrong for the spiritual aspirant
but right for the worldly materlalist. Too long has the mystic been
unfriendly to intellectual .processes and uneasy with practical ones.

The scientific and industrial age was inevitable if man was to
go forward in the development of all his faculties, and not merely of
some of them. The work of science and intellect had to begin and
extend itself. It was a necessary phase of human evolution. Only
those who have travelled widely in primitive countries know how great
a Jungle of absurd superstition and parasitic custom suffocates the
inner and outer lives of their inhabitants. This is the heavy price
they have paid for complete but blind faith in traditional wayse. The
good done by their faith is undone by the harm done by their super-
stition. Phllosophy indeed bids man develop his reasoning powers.
Equally with science, it bids him be on his guard against the super-
ficial view, the incorrect statement, the exagperated emphasis, the
unsound premise, the unreported fact, the fallaclious reasoning and
the distorted picture. It respects, and sympathizes with, K Andre Gide,
the French intellectual, when he cries out for integrity between his
reason and his religion, in these words: "I want to honour God with
every part of me,"
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If it warns him against the dangers into which most intellectuals
fell, the dangers of pride, arrogance, narrowness and intolerance,
this is only because he ought not, as his thinking power and critical
judgment grow, become less humble reverent and prayerful, but more so.
FHe ought to strengthen and not weaken his higher instincts. The loss
of belief in a higher power than his own or Nature's, the doctrine
that physical environment alone molds character, the materialism that
becomes both an interpretation of the universe and a code of conduct -=
these are a few symptoms of changes that have been promoted by
excessive worship of the intellect., What has actually happened to its
modern devotees is the exact reverse of what has happened to the
primitive 'peoples, and therefore jmmt as banefful in its own way. Just
ES those peoples pay a heavy price for their blind faith, so they pay
a different but equally heavy price for their blind scepticism. The
good achieved by intellectual progreas is now amply offset by the harm
which accompanies it. There i1s no other way, for both the primitives
and the moderns, out of this sltuation than to read just. their attitudes
in such & way as to restore their balance.

No one will understand the complex world problem aright if he
does not see that these deep changes in the human problem are partly
responsible for it. MNodern progress has given the human character
width without depth, fluency without wisdom. Science has led the
thinking portion of humanity in two divergent directions. It has
destroyed the spiritual faith of a large group but reinforced the
faith of .a smaller group. This paradoxical result need not be as
puzzling as it seems. For both groups have interpreted thelr faects
and observations according to their innate personal inclinations,
tendencies and feelings, Men differ so widely in their dispositions
that such a result was inevitable., But this 1s not to say that both
results are equal in value. They are not. The first one misses some
of the profoundest lessons which all experience affords and which
scientific data do not really contradict.,

The activity of our external and =fbex surface progress blinds
men's eyes to the truth that no civilization which fails to achieve
balance between the materialistic and spiritual forces can endure.
Its own heavy materialism eventually causes it to wobble, This is
one apocalyptic meaning of contemporary world-shaking events. MNodern
civilization has been worked out to its logical end and has been
gathering the harvest of its own sowing.

Many justly accused Hitler of imperilling civilization but never
saw that their own so-called civilization was itself steadily growing,
through lop-sidedness, into a great peril to mankind. Exponents of
popular science became ecstatiec when picturing the paradise into which
applied science was leading us all, They did not care that it was a
paradlse for the head which left the heart to stay outside, or that it
was at best a paradise for the body and left the spiritually and
intuitive and morally sensitive parts of man untouched! They did not
realize that his ethical charzcter, his actuating motives, his attitude
toward his fellow men, and above all his understanding of 1life's
ultimate ends are still the real power which drives the machinery
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provided by science. HModern history hﬁ!bishown what they forpgot,

that whenever man improved the external face of life but did not
retain his mental balance, he paid dearly for every such improve-
ment, He wandered farther away from the original center of his

being with each step. For every new facility which his inventive
brain thoughtout, he paid by the loss of spiritual power., Those
self-styled practical realists who formerly saw the post-war world

as being miraculously changed into a paradise by machines, inventions,
new materials and economic readjustments but did not see any necessity
of a parallel inner change in humanity, have been proved self-deceived
dreamers by events themselves.

It is not long since these people quite pardonably thought
science's progress and industry's advance would solve all the problems
of living. Yet the more they burnt incense at the altars of progress,
the more the fates mocked them by dealing gigantiec blows at the
civilization which was to have experlienced this progress. The more
their perception into the cyclic character of history was dulled by
prosperous moments and scientific discovery, the more they resembled
men walking towards the edge of a precipice. The more they identified
their highest good with physical and intellectual development alone,
the more did primitive and barbaric forces arise to shatter that
development, They failed to see that although reason, when risinglits
purest metaphysical stretch, becomes impersonal and ennobles man, when
i1t descends into 1ts murkiést materialistic depth, it becomes mere
selflish cunning and turns his best into his worst.

The naive belief that science could so improve the state of man
that utoplan happiness would eventually be his, is falling rapidly
by the wayside. Everyone can see now that it still leaves his moral
nature untouched, his animal nature ungoverned, his weakness for false
paths undisturbed. Everyone can see that his house may be packed with
machines but his heart may still remain empty of satisfaction. The
notion of interminable progress was one with which science first
flattered its devotees and now frightens its victims, It was
attractive enough when the nineteenth century watched the passage from
steam to electricity but dreadful when the twentieth century watched
the progress of hand grenades into rocket bombs. The smug satisfaction
that everything is getting better and better is going. The unhappy
realization that progress can be too one-sided a thing is taking fts
places To see so much strife and disorder in the world, so much
bestiality and irrationality may well cause many to wonder what kind of
progress this is. These times must be seen in proper historical and
psychologlcal perspective i1f they are to be seen aright., Then it will
be seen that the technical progress made has not compensated for the
spiritual regress which has accompanied it. The glaring disparity
between them arrests attention. ‘

The era that 1s passing cannot be described as wholly unspiritual,
but the tendencies which came uppermost between the two world wars may
fairly be described as such. That phase harboured a civilization which
sang poems 1in honour of its own romantie industrial,.mechanical and
inventive advance. This advance, in its place, was proper and necessary.
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But when it was bought at the price of broken moral laws, enthronement
of intellect above intuition, greed, selfishness, siEtm==TSd violence,
and the loss of faith in,and reverence for,any higher power, such

a/paggs of praise betrayed a grotesque superficiality, for the movement
became advance towards a precipice. Who can see any end to this
degenerative process which is at work among us? Each decade of the
last hundred years has seen more of pride but less of reverence, more
of information but less of wisdom, and more of frankness but less of
goodness than the preceding one. Nemecamdxmoxe Thedmt losspis to be
mourned. We pay a great price for supplanting God-worship|by

Thing-worship. {of these qualities|

Because we have the automobile, the airplane and the stom bomb,

we think that we know more than our own ancients and the exotic

Asiatlies., We do, but we only know more about things. Actually we

know less about ourselves, about the hidden purposes of life, about

the world of inner reality. We do so little that really matters, so

much that 1s comparatively tdvial. The range of knowledge among the

ancient philosophers was limited but the depth of thought was not.

Thus it was possible for the more mystical among them %o achieve this

miracle, that with fewer facts at their disposal they reached truer

nltimate conclusions about the universe than we moderns have done,as well as
- a truer knowledge of the essential being of man. This need not

surprise us if we remember that the same science which tells us that

we must base our search for truth only on the facts adduced by the

senses also tells us that the senses themselves are limited, unreliable

and imperfect. The mystic, so often eriticized by the scientist, might

well be ironieal about such a situation! :

Science has gone out and investigated the universe in every
direction except one ~=- the scientist himself! Such is the pressure
and tension of our so-called civilized life that it is less and less
possible for men to find time to look at their own selves, still less
to look into their own selves. That is why those who take the
materialistic view of themselves, have been able to form such a large
conclusion from such little evidence. They would have done better to
withhold their verdict than to pass an unfair one. This lack of
religious feeling, this indifference toward mystical experience, this
paralysis of veneration for higher things, and moral laws, which began
a couple of centuries ago, could not show its bad consequences in all
their terrible fullness and visible shape until sufficient time had
passed. That: has since happened. Violence and war, greed and hate --
these are the bitter fruits of the loss of faith in a higher power

and loss of belief in those whofcommune with it. If they have opened
the door to hopelessness for the greater number of mankind, the Hame
must rest upon this negation to which they can ultimately be traced.
The intellect, unwarmed by feeling, unillumined by intuition, betrays
man into the 1llusion of truth. And such a state is far worse than
the ignorance of truth. This is why the cold scientist has unwittingly
contributed more to human evil today than the illiterate peasant. It
is merely man's intellectual vanlty that causes him to believe that
he can eventually make hils earthly life exactly as he wants it to be
by the powers of scilentific knowledge. There will always be a number
of incalculable circumstances to control or even to prevent that.
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The appearance of science and the growth of intellect were not
evil phenomena in themselves. They were Indispensable and necessary
to the full evolution of the human entity. In their ultimate origin
they were not less spiritual than the religionist's faith and the
mystic's intuition. But the misuse of them was evil, as the extreme
unbalance into which they have pushed that entity was also evil.

The hour has come to awaken to what we have done to ourselves,
to what a one-sided sclence and an iey intellectualism have done to us,
and to seek a balance which will rest on them, yes, but also on faith
and intuition. And since we have so much to support one side of this
balance, yet so little for the other side, there 1s demanded of us a
concentration of aspiring effort, an urgency of awareness in the matter
of spiritual development. MNodern man needs a spiritual counterpart to
the phenomenal external advance of the past couple of hundred years
because all the stately and impressive achievements of applied science
cannot hide the inner emptiness of his life. IHe needs airplanes and
auto cars, yes, but he also needs higher satisfactions and a change
of mental orientation even more., He needs to make new valuations,
find uncommon ideas, create new thoughts, express generous attitudes,
meke expansive experiments and above all, he needs a new apiritual
dynamism. His civilization should balance the just claims of heaven
and earth. This is not an unessential theoretic need but, in these
stresses of world erisis, an urgent and practical one. Never before
was it so vitally important to man that he should nourish his mind
and heart from diviner sources. Otherwise the tower of Babel which
sclence, civilization, economics and politics have been building
together is in danger of crashing to the ground and crushing 1its
worshippers.

It is often asked why the existing religions have been ugnble to
hinder the spread of materialism. Thils is partly because they are so
old, and consequently to some extent devitalized and uninspired. If
the tragic apprehensions of our age are to be negated, it can be only
by the birth of a new spiritual impulse, Whether that happens inside
or outside the old religions and the new cults, or both inside and
outside them, is not at all so important as thelr followers are led to
believe, No religion, no cult, no group has yet succeeded in securing
a monopoly on God's inspirations and revelations, the Overself's grace
and salvation. What 1s important is that this impulse shall be born
in the hearts of men. For what they feel deeply secretly and privately
within themselves, is what will govern in the end. Humanity was given
a respite of twenty years between the first two world wars to amend
its ways and improve its goals, to turn away from past mistakes. The
fallure to exploit that opportunity was a costly one., The second peace
brings the same chance and the same respite., The smug satisfaction
with a life exempt from the knowledge of, and reckoning with, life's
higher purpose can not go on indefinitely. It has to culminate. The
hour is not too far when mankind must either awaken to this purpose
and become aware of the first beginnings of spiritual tQpth or rue
the neglect., Those who stop their ears to life's contemporary
challenge, because it disturbs the setiled current of their life,
escape nothihg. It is well for &1} - who lead men or direct thought
if they can read the signs of events aright, Tremendous new develop=-
ments are lying like seeds embedded in the earth of this century.
Thesa belong indeed to its very nature. Their appearance is assured.
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Man - Animal, Intellectual and Spiritual

The viclent movéments bellowing with passion rather than
promoting constructive thought, which have been such & world-
stirring phenomenon and which masquerade as new religions for the
young, arise partly because the old religions will not bravely meet
and face present-day tendencies and partly because the old systems
will not cope with the new needs. These faiths have accepted the
sclentifie conception of man as a reasoning animal, ‘and history has
shown how dangerous .this is when accepted as the highest possible
conception, If the body's existence is all we have to tend now and
look forward to later until it crumbles to dust, then the stupid
folly and violent crime of mankind may well be excused.

The animal develops the use of its five senses, Man in his
animal body has this same use, But he is raised above it by several
important differences: his faculty of speechshis erect physical
posture, and the dramatic fact that in the sphere of mental operations
he is able to achieve what no animal can achieve. Whoever examines
for the first time a corpse in the dissecting room will find that the
human animall/is structurally more complicated than all the others.
This is not 1, If he examines the quality of the brain he will
observe its marked superiority. Why? Because one grand difference
between man and beast is a difference of mind, No animal can
comprehend what a man may comprehend or has, like man, the capacity
to feel intellectual hunger.

The eyesight of an eagle and the swiftness of a deer are far
superior to those of a man. ¥Yet the reasoning intelligence and
creative imagination of a man are far superior to, and far more
valuable than, the instinetive intelligence of any animal. For his
intelligence enables him to invent an ingenious telescope which permits
him to see what even the eagle cannot see, and his imagination enables
him to recreate the physical world in his own way and thus to construct
an amazing airplane in which he can,eidrman the fastest » His
power to reason out, and his capacitlyy to premeditate a courge of
action, imagining its probable consegquences, also segregate him,

[outfly]

Animals, birds, fish, and ins&cts can all enjoy gross physical
pleasures but cannot enjoy kesd=r aesthetic pleasures such as those
of painting and music. That 1s the exclusive human privilege. His
potentialities still further enable man to surpass the animal in a
totally different way for they lead him into an altogether higher
world of being. In him, life, for the first time, begins to reflect
upon its own significance, and thus attains metaphysical thoughte
There i1s no animal other than the human which can reason abstractly,
and feel the need to understand truth and turn away from error, to
Judge appearances and appreciate reality. This is because it is a
species on an altogether different level from all the others. It has
progressed nearer to the capacity of recognizing its own: mebaphysical entity
and such reasoning is one of the signs of this progression. It is not
only the power to become conscious of himself as an intellectual belng
that felevates him over the animal; it is still more the power to

i



- 75 =,

|

asdd vedist acisesqy dilw nivollied saeslmis Juaslciv edl
,fj_ +blgow & dopd Geed svad doldw Jdanodd evidoitapos galdomery
[ - odd 401 emolniien werr as ebowsupesm Holdw bie momemomsdyg gni'ﬂla‘a-
| doom ylovatd don [flw enolnller bio add sstipsed ¢idweq salaa  gawoy
lE ewodeye Blo sid eewsoed ylitsy bos esionobrod yab-dmseerq sost. bis
|

h el bedqesss svsd =2dilst esedT .pbeon wen effid dilw equs Jo& [fiw’

ssid yrodeld bme . lamlcos gpalmoeset s es sk Yo notdgestos oiifmeton-
eldtasog Jaednld odd as bedgeves wecdw 8l 2lidd. anodenmel woir fwosia
brie won Bmed of oved ow [fs a! sonedalxe a'ybod eid II  .moldgeosnos
bigede edd modd tapb od eeldmuxs i [ldpy wedal of baswiol ool

| «Hoeroxe ed [lew yam Boliinsm To Bmlvto m Bas glilox

&

"ll.
=

| sid mi nmal .aeuges oviT gdl 10 egm orld scolovedh I S
| Isteves Yd i1 ovods bemisw el sf dud .2y emer elid Mm
. Laoleyrq Foewe sid Jd98oqe o yiliesT aid -aesﬂma‘i‘.’c& maqm}
enotisreqo ladgen %o exedqe edd ni J=dd Yosl oidmmmub ofd Do JeSudeoq
senlmexe ‘IGM .iwghlai oso famids on Jadw sveldss o fEa 8L orf

| odd Fscls Duly ibaﬂdnlawaﬁé&ﬂlaﬁ*&a‘l
.2reddo etf¥ | ragld Lgmoo etom ;Ime ELarTias

3 Iltw ad h‘a‘.s‘ﬁ W - offd senk ag I Ix %an s ﬁ.LET
- sone1elXib bdsey . m 832 evasedo
5 080 Lemias ok Befn - Jesed bas mem ﬁéeﬂs&
= ydlosges erd s Eﬁ -3 MMaﬂﬁ

il e

,.n.—-:w'-rr,
Ir'L L

MIM

181 o458 mgig g W odd bag " s
hnaml'ﬂg edni policdasT ﬁﬁ msE 8 10 98K b -

b etom sl BEE (o¥ Tolteume wal.ews del s 10 miﬂaﬁ.ﬁgﬂ ovidgens

F'-'; ald 109 Llswims ¢ems Yo oowepllifedil 9@%{'&13&1 el ti&lﬂ.[sv
- edimyeq. dotdw mwnﬁa& mam«gﬁ s Foovnl oF mid aeldshe sulis mz

seldans goldant el bhs o8 3 eluse edd meve Iadw
#am#ma cam mwms q 3
sl .8 i} odd = aaalgels nale
- %0 3o NoesoT o TOWOQ
1;' ;. alttl 3L scinizemt noldos
Ienia pie L3 mad - T g@buid Bleting
seodd gs dova 28 t¥edde goifte Jommme Jud na':malq.
' ‘H h.t.mw
'r_‘_--' ..f ; . 8 o NI BogH
. JH:’M““. _m“ : off ol gwesT
ﬁaf [2eY bra
3 Do mqn egiuy,
S ’, B i‘m aelgeqge
af.fcr ¢ baaaeagoiy

sfic &t ._sﬂ.daay Lete
mﬂr& od 1owoq efd rino
e teve atid eumﬂﬁ $sifd

;:z.kud Wﬂm fe 4 1
T o# wewoq sdd m tiee 42 &

i ot e A




-

to/

e L

becomel conscious of himself as a spiritual being. If the possesslon
of abstract thought distinguishes man and makes him a higher being,
linking him with a brain which can compass the universe and pierce
some of the mysteries of physical 1life, the possession of intuition
enables him to unfold the sacred soul. If the animals cannot follow
him into the realms beyond physical sensation, into the realms of
ereative art and abstract thought, how could they ever follow him
into the realms beyond even those two -- into sublime mystical

experience and reverential spirituval feslimg? =~ 7

If man were really nothing more then an animal, as our
materialists say, he would be quite content with his mental finitude
and his physical appetites. The squirrel which sits and gazes at me
from its perch on yonder tree, is so content. But man is not. Why?
Becouse something within him prompts him to seek the Beyond, urges
him to rise to the More. And that 'something' is nothing less than
the undiscovered presence of his own divine soul. It is hot enough
to be practical only. The beaver is also a practical creature, bub
the higher 1life, of which no beaver can form a concept, truly
distinguishes man from it.

The scientist who regards religion as another word for super-
stition, and who thinks of himself as nothing more than the body, 1s
in a sorry state., He has lost four valuable characteristics which
elevate and, among others, distinguish the human from the animal
creatures; faith in an unseen higher power, humility and reverence
at the thought of it, and the capacity for prayer to ite. Freud, for
example, denounced religious belief as an illusion to be got rid of
in a more evolved society, yet himself harboured the illusion that
science alone could provide all the guldance in life which a man
needed., How many men who once thought the same as Freud, continue to
think so now, after the dread experience of scientific war has revealed
thelr inner poverty and brought them to their knees in utter helpless-
ness or agonized prayer?

In this feeling of religious veneration, intimate worship and
personal aspiration directed toward an unseen Power and Mind beyond
himself, man has climbed upward to heights where no animal can follow
him. No other creature on earth than the human creature is able to
create, receive or contemplate the mysterlous concept of a God, much
less the idea of its own spiritual being. Even more, he alone may
pass from intuitive feeling to the full bloom of mystical experience
of his Overself, which men call the soul within. It 1s this that
links him to, and is a ray of, the ultimate existence, the World-Mind,
which men call God. A man or a woman can develop into 1ts awareness,
but a peacock or a leopard cannot. The dim distant echo, the muffled
intimation of the soul's existence deep in his heart, is an uncrossable
difference from the animals. It menifests itself in a twofold way.
First, there is moral conscience, a sense of right and wrong, a desire
for and an ability to choose the good or decline the evil. Second,
there 1s the capacity @ /{take compassionate thought for other creatures,

to feel ungelfishly for and with them. Where is the animel which

(emdJpractises lovingAgenuinely unselfish compassion towards other animals?

It exists but only as an extreme rarity.
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' However, the animal kingdom represents a stage which is evolutiona¥y for the - '€
“life-waves ‘coming up from the plant kingdom but retrogressive for those already
in the human kingdom. The utterly selfish struggle for survival of the fittest,

the use of violent murderous force against other creatures merély to support = - it
and nourish existence is naturel end proper in a beast but immoral amd improper -
in & man. Such supposedly humen attributes as anger, greed, hate and the desire e
for revsnge are animal onmes. In war they find their worst amd fullest i
expression. ‘is 'he evolves into the realization of his'truly humen possibilities,

go will he drop these un-humen ones from hig heart and war itself from his t
activities, “As’ paaca is felt within himself, so will 1t™fs pon the earth WY
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Lest these thoughts leave us with .too large a superiority
complex let them be countered by remembering that there are several
points wherein the animal shows up more favorably than the human.
Two will suffice here., The placidity of a cow has been a subject of
scornful mention by several writers yet the tensely=-nervous and half-
neurotic modern city dweller might profitably exchange his tension
for this relaxed attribute of the cow. The failure of human beings
to aet according to their knowledge or their beliefs, whether due to
weakness of the will, conventional hypocrisy or unconscious motivat-
ions, 1s unknown in the animal world, where self-expression is
spontaneous and perfect.

Domestlicated creatures like the dog in the West and the cow in
the Orient learn from their assoclation with man to follow quite
intelligently a few of his questions, some of his words and many of
his commnands, This is merely incidental, but illustrative of the

1 fa 31:- \
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The athelstic faiths, following a false lead of discarded
sclentific theories, and entangled In the cobwebs of their own thought,
have also misconceived the thinking nature which they conjoin with

man's animality. Their's is a kind of mentality which calls itself
scientific, but is really pseudo-scientific. It dismisses the mystical
all-too-precipitately as superstitious, the metaphysical as meaning-
less and discredits both immedliately on hearing of them. It is too
impatient with their supposed insubstantlality even to discuss them,
let alone investigate their faects, which a true science ought to do.
Its twin is the kind of mysticism which refuses to free itself from

the superstitions which have so long half-strangled its own tradition.
Truth can deform beauty or deny intuition only at the cost of no

longer being truth. The materi s the seilentis

grasp this, fails in life. Butﬁ'e mystic who ignores fact and% or_does)
misplaces faith in order to secure intuition, REEXEeE secure it, He
secures only its pretence. :

The arrogant pride which comes from a well-developed intellect,
is a powerful impediment upon the path to philosophic truth. It '
gives the ego a conceit about its own importance which prevents it
from making that humble obeisance before the Overself which is an
indispensable prerequisite of the latter's self-revelation. If the
strange mystery which hides within 1ife and men has baffled the
keenest minds, this is because they tried to impose their own conditions
upon 1its solution, instead of accepting those which inexorably inhere
within it. The methods used and faculties needed are basically so
different in kind that science regards the exploration of mysticism as
unprofitable. It is true that the exacting character of seientifie
criterions is beyond the religionist's and the mystic's total fulfil-
ment; but this is not necessarily through opposition to them, It is
through the total difference of conditions governing the spiritual
experiences.

Whoever listens impartially to the intellsctual bickerings of
our time will soon come to know that intellect alone does not yield
certitude. The intellect can present a plausible case for the beliefl
that all things in 1ife and the universe are being cuided by an



weE PR

t#t&uimﬁqﬂe 8 egtsl ood d#;w at sveel eddyuond svedl Jeed A
Isuovee e1s o%edd Juild snivedmemeu Yo DBevedmwos of mers ol xelquos
«neatid odd ned¥ yldsycvel ewom ﬁm eworle lomics erdd nieyedw sdalo
lo Jos{due 8 fesd gad Wos & 0 (¥ibloslq edT .ewerd ecfile [fiw ow
~1lsd bos spovrem-ylosued et Joy sweditw [evovee ¥ noloam fuderrooe
- molesed eid egamdoxe yldseillotq fdplm geflewh yilo aiebuon olfvcuen
egaled gemud 10 owpllal adT .woo 9dd o eduditdes bexales slsd =i
od eub Tediedw Eteiled wdedd To 9 iwni.ﬁladd-v# galbyogos Jgoe o
-dsvidom xubissﬂnaaa To geivsoqyd Jaevios ([ilw edd to scomiseow
el moldagoigre~llee eTorw .,b.l:-xew Lomias ods ol awornlau &@ . zncl
‘a‘aﬂ-mq boia syoensInOga
at woo edd brg deeW ofd al pob edd sill s\EiBace bedsoldsencd
sdivp wollol od pam tﬁh noldaioones Tliesd ot dumel ;
o wisx Bas ebdow ald To emos (eholigewp wls
eid To evideudenlli dud (Jsdneblomi

GANAITE Y92 lﬂlﬁﬁn——-’} i S

Isa.t:lg imm
-aﬂlﬁaaﬂ sa ISsEagdasdon s”xfﬂ‘ e
oed gl 31 aeldl To jal
nh eewoeld of seve i
- od #m &aﬂ&k& w ﬁ
mosl 1leadl el of zokuds
.mnm«n swo ail belpastde

: Qﬂkiﬂi#lOG nﬁﬂ #& tha

1:0 W&EG __"_1':__'::-_

31313
‘hﬂﬂ -ta'ﬁ s sdg

J. ‘JT::'H

e
- .—-..u.‘d



- 30 -

Infinite Mind +to good ends, or it cenpresent am egually plausible.case for tle

contrary belief, Only the intuition can tell quite definitely that
the belief is true. Only the prophets and mystics -- 1f they be
fully developed -- can rise to certitude and know iV to be true. A
mechanized godless view of the universe did not bring our moderns
nearaf to certitude. On the contrary it brought them in the end
nearer to doubt and confusion., There is no other road confronting
science than the road leading from physical fact to metaphysical
truth, from observation made by the senses to illumination gotten by
the mind. Science must arise from concrete results to the abstract
meaning of those results, that is from materialist physies to
mentalist metaphysiecs. In this way alone can it complete itself.

There is a mystery in man's own mere existence, let alone in
the world's existence. No one who really feels or deeply thinks can
fail o recognize its presence, The materialist evades it. The
mystic explores it. The philosopher explains it. When a man's think-
ing first stirs vigorously 1t may embrace the materialist conception
of himself and of life. DBut when i1t enters the stage of maturity, it
must perforce abandon such a superficial conception.

Whoever asks of an unillumined reason what it 1s neither
competent nor qualified to give merely falls iInto self-delusion. For
1t is thinking itself, when working at its highest piteh, which tells
him thet the soul's nature or the world's reality cannot be known by
thinking! The Spiritual Self can reveal its own nature to him only
by means of intuition, not by thought, although thought may be used
as a springboard whence to attain intuition. Therefore the first
step is to set up a difference, not in kind but in quality, between
those thoughts which are discursive and those which are intuitive.

The first are common and everyday, the second uncommon and infrequent.

Thinking confuses itself whilst experience contradicts itself.
All the confusion which comes from holding a mass of contradictory
ideas and all the tension which comes from seeking to achieve by
self-effort what the personal self can never achleve unaided,lead one
day to mental and emotional exhaustion. This in turn forces the selfl
to let go, and provides favourable ground for the birth of intultion.
When thinking realizes its own imperfections, it will realize the
need of silencing itself at the polnt of its farthest reach. Here it
will have to call in the help of a technique llke eastern yoga or
western meditation. This is a part only of the price and the prelude
of a man's initiation into the quest that leads straight to the serene
center within his flickering mind.

Thought and reflection must walk very delicately here, No mental
system, no intellectually constructed edifice can do this. Neverthe-
less the intellect in its thinking about what is beyond itself, if it
1s scrupulously honest and unfalteringly humble, may eventually
succeed in annihilating its own tyrannicel power. Reasoned thinking
completes its loftiest mission when it enforces upon itself the
recognition of its own limitations, when it percelves that its most
liberating ideas connot liberate itself, and when it thenceforth places
i1ts services at the disposal of mystical contemplation of the



= i i 3
E r P ! “
» O = 1
Ra >
el w0y e Joceoagods 3i w0  sbus ooy oF L LAY edinlinT

dadd ¢levlnlled sfinp lfed meo mol¥fmdn! edd winl .T8EIed yrstdnoo
- od yadd It -~ tolleym bae adedgoig edd lat  .ewzd ai lelled edd
A Jouuld od oF boe ebuitdwen od o asy -~ beqoleved il
sarebom IEC jEL blb esagvinw erfd ‘iﬂ wslv seolbog bezlasdoom
bue edd =l aveuld sﬁaue-m I grewdnos ed¥ g ~obudidaan od SO
_mmo-:ma baot Feddo on 8l esedl . oo _mm Bslg dduob of Tpusex

vd neddoy aolisabunill o seemes erd wd ebaw coldEvesedo moT: Kt
dostdeds edd od evlumet edewoncd moql eslis defum Dol erid
od eoleydn dzllsleedsm motl 8f dadd  edlutot ' To yidiasem
~1lee?l sielqros 41 aso emols waw aldd al .u«iaWu detleodaon

al suols %ol .soues y onem swo ¢'oel i yredeyn 3 h;ﬂ' ELs
(89 eXnidd yligeeb 7o t,l‘. _?__‘_ agdw oo, eixne gfblwow shi

“ofP .JI cebeve
-alatdd etoem 8 desW FE

foidgesnos I ]
#1  pdicudss Yo

axs. TasgoeoLidy sdT .91 isetelgx
; '__:ili"- 9L ._1" 153 08 #i ﬁ . $er ._" i
pusd 8 e Efxsd’nﬁ E ri#i:ilu i 8%l Yo w ';1 £ %o

alled doldw
vd owond ed 36 d L
oo %ﬁ:&m “3* - v
2y ed ol 8t

., deall gg : ﬁy . & 828
mt:rw ((3tisvp ot dud & I gode
d81 ons Hoidw oedd Bos s2oril

4 gvieancail ena dold R
dmmz bos nommoosy DOOYeE odd Ytove bis QONNOS S48 Fell o

le2d}l sdolbstinos ool TRGR:
m#ﬁﬁﬁ-‘h&ﬂ ‘h.w s pal

saorse o od Jdviaw [ du83 - W I’m 8 16
P e DE i ‘Efé mxl !me

o B | .'.""

gﬁ.—k# g o ltaeam

:I"&am adi sed

I owo ﬂ'—t i Mﬁm

ot Iz a‘m& esobl mm:adﬂ
é: .i;u:zqam m ta mrms gdt

w ‘lieﬂi dv@

Q ﬂan sft Iadid mevioous

: nanl‘q d¥soisonedd #1 ced
- s %o :

m&ma .ﬂmﬁ-m@n 8 dwa Tobnsds & ‘}siiarq danm

Ieoreyiiqaden oF Foal Isoleyie moxt paibssl boox efd csnd sanaiaa :

T



=31 -

Un=thinkable., It can tell us that although the Oversell is beyond
our thinkable comprehension, it is not beyond our possible experience.
We have to find the truth not only in our thinking but, also and more,
beneath our thinking. For the silence out of which the function
itself arises is divine. The course which will always have to be
taken by our rational intelligence when it seeks to understand life,
must be a course that starts with the World, proceeds to man, and

ends with God.

That it is possible by a process of abstract thinking to attain
knowledge of what is beyond thinking itself, may seem paradoxical. But
this is not really the claim. Thinking can lead us to its own source,
but there it must halt. It points to what is beyond itself but it
does not yield the realization of that which transcends it, except
indirectly. And this it achieves by merging itself into the place of
i1ts origin when its own task has been fulfilled; but it will do so
only if introverted, concentrated and sustained.

The Intultion Beyond Thinking

"Why should I believe in God? Why should I so live as not to
injure others Ty iasssessds?" Intellect, unhelped by revelation or
unguided by intuition, can never be equal to the task of adequately
answering these questions nor of perceiving "the why, the whence and
the whither" of human and cosmic existence. Alone it is powerless to
judge these matters-accurately, it must call help in -- the help
first of intuitive feeling,mmk then of mystical statesyefdd. 1t can do
is limited to answering another and grosser kind of guestion T

(and_lastly of philosophic insigh

This attitude towards the use and wvalue o easoning seems to
puzzle some students. They detect contradiction in our alternate
approval and condemnation of its use, in our alternate esteem and
deprecatioh of its worth. This apparent instabllity on our part needs
a little explanation for their benefit. Where logical thought separates
itself from the realities of experience, we condemn it. Where it
builds on a foundation of scrutinized fact, we uphold it. Where
thinking of any kind cannot possibly penetrate, we bid it be still.
Where thinking of a special metaphysical kind leads to the threshold
of true intuition, we bld it be active, Thus there 1s no real in-
consistency between our statements.

The creative valugalllh by intellectual research are kept and
preserved in the transcendental hizher knowledge instead of being
discarded as worthless or dispensed with as hindrances, as one-sided or
Mystics often discard them, but they are not permitted to set up a
: ed)' barrier for human possibility. Although true insight cannot be a
mere product of intellectual exercise alone but must emerge from some-
thing which transcends the intellect itself, nevertheless such
exercise has its place and value., It helps to dispel illusions, check
superstition, evaluate and diseipline emotions and map out untrodden
territory for exploration by the way of intultive feeling and mystic
experience. Reason can analyze and intellectually interpret what
. intuition already knows, Thus it gives deliverance and rational
satisfaction to intuition. It occuples a particular position and
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performs a particular function, but does not exhaust the possibilities
of man., When he understands that reason and intuition must work with
and for each other; when he comprehends that they are not irreconcil-
ables; and when he ceases to regard their alliance as incongruous, he
“becomes the galner 1n every way. Just as reason is essential as a
diseciplinary check for intuitive feeling, so intuitive feeling is most
essential as a disciplinary check for reason., Otherwise the thinker
will be only adding to his stock of intellectual constructions.

But although reason must check feeling, it must not be allowed to
replace feeling, That would be an error. Ior the flnest flower in
man's garden is iIntuition,which is nothing else than feeling purified
of its egoism and enlightened by the Overself. Excellent ldeas may be
spollt in the public mind through historic association with words which
have been misused intentionally. Hitler has cast a shadow, for instance,
on the word 'intuition.'!

Materialism is an intellectual illusion. The cleverer its
adherent thinks himself %o be, by reason of his adherence, the more he
deceives himself. As he sinks deeper into it, his intuition is
proportionately paralyzed. Inbtellect without intuition is a blessing
to man only up to a certain degree, beyond that degree it turns into a
veritable curse upon him., If through ensla.vement to past habits or
domination by logical intellect, a man reiuses to heed and obey the
intuitive feelings that float up from the non-ego self, they will become
fainter and fainter until they leave him altogether. When intuition
speaks in 1ts silent and subtle way but is not recognized for what it
is, there will be a vague uneasiness for a time, some misgivings,
perhaps some conflict even. DBut 1f it is not obeyed by a/certain time,
its voice will be no longer heard and the ego's victim will have to eat
the fruits of such disobedience. Whén he obeys the digtate of his
inmost intuition rather than the suggestion of others,{he walks aright.
But when he yields to them and does what they expect, wish or advise
in contradiction of intuition, the latter is weakened and begins to
desert him. If he will only heed, trust and obey his intuition it wi 1l
direct him to his best and proteet him from his worst.

The sturdy struggle of reason agalnst passion, intuition against
suggestion, truth against self-interest, individuality against the mass
and contemplation against convention is an unending one. But it is
also an honourable one. We must not, we dare not surrender elther the
right to think nor the power to intult for ourselves, It 1s both a
blunder and a sin to take the easier path. We have witnessed in our
time its terrible consequences in the igzzkof whole nations.

(case )

Civilization has supplied us with the mfans of communicating
thought in ways that would have astonished our forefathers, but it has
ziven little attention to supplying us with ways of cultivating in-
tuitive thought. Machines may be developed to give us the first, but
only man can do the second. We may telephone from New York to DBombay
but the value of what we say 1is the real test of our progress. And we
shall really begin to say somethning worth while when we learn to be
docile and receptive to the feeblest of intuitions, maintaining our
loyalty to it against the exaggerated cautions and excessive prudence
of a frightened intellect.
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CHAPTER V: THE EGO IN EVOLUTION &

We who live on the outer crust of a planet rotating its way
through endless space, belong to the most tragical and critical of
all its eras. That is why we must begin to search for 1ts meaning
for us. To discover what that i1s and to reorient our lives accord-
ingly could make the impending era the most blessed of all, but not
to do so could easily make 1t the worst.

That the universe has a meaning, and that human life is not a
mere wandering from nothingness to nothingness, is the unhesitating
affirmation of philosophy. Although in its fullness it offers a
wisdom too subtle, a morality too lofty, a mystique too strange for
the mass of humanity to care for, much less to comprehend and live
up to, this is not to say that it is useless to them or has no
message for them in the gravest crisis of their lives. Without
asking everyone to become a mellow-minded philosopher, without ask-
ing anyone to study light-bringing philosophy, it yet asks for a
hearing for its message on humanity's present situation.

This word ‘philosopher! too often means today only a mental
.8peculator, one mho: has attended a oollege course 1ln such speculab-
Aon or who has read a number of treatises on it. It has broadened
out, like so many other ancient terms, into an umbrella word to cover
widely different things. Can some way be found tersely to differen-
tiate the name fphilosophy! from the academic weavings that pass
under its label? We refuse to renounce the use of a word whose high
and honorable derivation 1s revealed by its Greek roots: 'the love of
wisdom! That men and time have degraded its use is regrettably true
but that is all the more reason why it should be rescued and its
original meaning restored, Here it is reserved, as the Orientals
still reserve it, for the inner core of man's loftiest culture, which
has come down, more qu ly and less known than the outer forms,
through the ages among the few who cared for it on every continent in
religious metaphysical and mystical intuitions and experiences.

There is, there can be only a single universal and external truth.
Because the Real exists always and can never vanish, the True exists
always and can never vanish. No prophet ever reveals it for the first
time, no seer dlscovers it. All only rediscover it. It never changes
or evolves; only its form of presentation does that. But before it
can manifest in our world, i1t must find human minds sufficiently
prepared to be able to receive it and sufficiently developed to be able
to comprehend and teach it. Such exquisitely sensitive men are the
inspired - prophets, the authentic seers, the true philosophers of
history.

This wisdom is really so ancient that it sounds as if 1t were
quite new, How ironieal that the first principles of human culture
should have become the latest principles! 1Its teachings are given a
new importance, a fresh dignity by our own generation's tremendous
need. The philosopher who follows with his special knowledge and
farther sight the world-drama which is being enacted in our times,
knows that more than human forces are determining its ultimate course
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The toamlc 1lEws exist, for if they did not everything would
be in confusion, If the sun rose to-day it might not rise
tomorrow, If there were no such laws the use of human free-
will would be without meaning. Human 1i1fe receives its full
significance only when such will can be exerclised., These laws
expreass the will of God, snd to the extent that we make our
individual 1life conform to them, we are doing the will of
God, Therefore 1t is good for man toc ask 1in prayer what this
will is and to seek to know through intelligence what those :
laws e - oo o2 5 oi Thne World-mMind's ir
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and sees that higher laws are shaping its end. He may make no
claim of omniscience but he may claim to know something about
matters which, although most important to human life, are often
most neglected by human beings.

The erisis which now faces the world is something 1t has
never had to face before on so wide a scale. Most men feel helpless
before these catastrophiec events that have succeeded each other so
swiftly during the past few years. The human mind is too discomposed
to gather thelr significance at all adequately, We have to ask oure
selves the question why it is that such unheard-of historic happen=-
ings, such revolutionary inventions, such evil machinations and such
tremendous mental ferment should agitate humanity precisely at this
point and on so wide a scale in its age-long career. Why did they
not manifest themselves before? It is a mistake to look for historical
analogies to the present situations. It will shortly be shown that
the crisis today is not only unique in its tremendous area but also in
a very special waye.

Q?’ « We are not only at the end of a
historic cyecle in human 1ife but also at the end of a cosmic eycle,
The first has happened before and will happen again, but the second
is a situation which has not been paralleled in so large a measure
during post-Atlantean times., This is why human history has reached
1ts period of gravest importance, human destiny its period of gravest
decision in recorded annals. '

The twentleth century has witnessed more reversals of human
- thought conduct and government than any other epoches It has witnessed
the placid egoism of the formal, the orthodox and the conventional
being shaken up with more rapidity than ever before. In no other
period than this mid-century of ours could such a tremendous combin-
ation of forces have developed. In no other period could such a
dramatic and universal contest between the powers of good and the
forces of evil so openly have happened. Yet in no other period was
it so possible for the ordinary man to learn the true laws governing
life, and in so rational a way.

The entire population of this globe is collectively passing
through an all-round transition between one kind of life and another
which has yet to replace it., Whether we take a materialist stand-
point, or a mystical one, whether we call it the play of visible
environmental forces or the outworking of the World-Mind's invisible
designs, the result is the same: all must agree that an old order is
dissolving, a new one being born. Everything has its place in the
divine World-Idea. The great and grim happenings of our generation must
also have some meaning in that thought, but this does not mean that
they are arbitrarily sent to us arge proportion brought
them upon us ourselves, unde
eternal law of compensations
The knowledge of these laws
of view, at the suffering
result - ;

~ A whole era iIs being brought to a close, nence the disintegration
of values and institutions. Its own grave defects, its own moral
backwardness and its own ugly materialism have eaten like corrosive
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acids into its body. We are witnessing an immense planet-wlde
liquidation of outworn forms, false ideas, hypocritical institutions,
selfish attitudes and spiritual stagnations, even though the channels
and forces of this liquidation are themselves so evil that they
introduce for a time a worse state of affairs than the earller one.
For the good is being disintegrated along with the bad, the true 1is
being cleared away elong with the rubbish and the beautiful is being
destroyed too. In this transitional age when the evolutionary forces
press and act upon humanity, both from within and from without, the
predominant moral characteristics are everywhere being relentlessly
foreed to show themselves as they really are, and without disguise,
And everywhere men are reaping with dramatic inevitability the
consequences to whieh those characteristics lead. In the end it is
as impossible for them to hide what they desire as it is t
what they deserve, It 1s the business of the law of Ke-uiss
this century relentlessly to adjust the accounts of all those
vand interests which have been dominated by thek€go. story )
become dramatlecally apocalyptic. This i1s indeed the 'day!' (that is,
the period) of judgment spoken of in the Bible, the time when the
scales of justice are in full operation for all races, all classes,
all nations and all religions. These are the scales 1n which the
structure built up by humenity, and humanity itself, are bein
(

weighed, measured and appraised.

But the operation of this law is only one of the factors in our
complex situation. For not only is a process of world accounting
responsible for so much contemporary upheaval but also a process of
world development is responsible for so many present-day changes. The
impersonal forces of the first produce shock, of the second, surprise.
The phenomenal material progress of this modern era is partly due to
the speeding up of tempo which always accompanies the last phase of
an evolutionary trend, and partly to the outward-going character of
the impetus behind this particular trend having reached its final and
consequently largest expansion. The seething ferment of our times
continues. It is a period of constant turmoil and incessant change.
Why? Because the evolutionary pressure of hidden forces at work on
this planet is now impatient to turn us from an outmoded past to a
ereatively new future.

igtic)

Ordinarily, human nature has changed in the past with the utmost
sradualness and the utmost slowness, but the pressures of life today
show the need for a quicker adjustment. All the forces which underlie
this transition are not easily perceptible, except to intuitive minds
The consequences of their activity will not be felt until this fact
is more clearly and sharply/s=aged, but they will be even more momentous
than are the ones already showihg themselves. The stimulus for the
present historical period of Human development is comlng both from
within and without, from the unseen world and from the physical world.
This inner pressure is making itself felt everywhere. The world
gropes blindly with its problems; it is unable to grapple successfully
with them because it dislikes to percelve that an old historical epoch
is dissolving rapidly, that disturbing and disintegrating events are
clearing the way for a new one which will later strive to take birth,
and that it must adapt itself accordingly. The war and the peace are
but the gateway to a new era, even though that era itself is still at
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Why have the labouring ma

sses on mogt
in demend end go regtlese 8 on mogl continents been g0 insistent

in behaviour?

the end of a long avenue.
L rio

Thehm%—n’%cl is slowly beginning its work. Its

pressure is compelling men %o pursue new avenues of inquiry, to

thirst for wider awareness /of life, even though their immaturity
leads them often to mistalfe evil for good, the malign lie for the
beneficient truth. Else fthy have the multitudes in Asia ended

their long lethargy and egun to feed avidly on their new opportunitiles
to learn reading and wrjiting and thus become more knowledgeable
cltizens of the world? Y iepssmn : =% I T

T PR W P

Why have lands which were asleep in medleval backward-
ness been aroused by war and crisis and forced to open themselves to
new and worse as well as new and better ideas? It is because
universal ferment is stirring up both the evil and the good long
latent in men's minds. Those alone can read the riddle of our time
who possess its key, which is that the old order of materialistic
thinking, the old ways of looking at 1life, are belng brought quickly
to the surface in their most extreme forms, only eventually to be

inexorably shattered by the shoﬁ:ﬂa& ﬁ?rising events,

Men are merely puppets in thisjprocess, and they can neither
control nor stop it. That the course of events is bigger than mﬁnl,
that the trend of world destiny 1s beyond the control of individuals,
is illustrated by the history of our own times. Not even Hitler,
with all the (U dynanmic energy he evoked in himself and in-
spired in others, could change this inevitablemess. It is an

~ Yllueton, .~ bred by historians whose only guide is loglcal intellect
and exter observation, that any particular person is so important
and so powerful that he is able to alter the character and fate of
his times, or even the mind and fortune of his nation, It is tr

#* that the rise of every movement coincides with the career of somgremarksble

man, But all that he dces, all that he can do, is to provide

in himself the conditions whereby karmic forces and evolutionary
trends may achieve thelr aims for his age or people. It is
inevitable that if he is used as such an instrument, his own personal

; aims will coincide with them at the time. I}t is his genius to per-
ceive and provide for them.

The karmiec forces and evolutionary processes now active are
hidden imponderables beyond any individual's control. If we see
a particular man seeming to shape contemporary destiny, this is
merely an appearance. oSuch a man i1s but an instrument for powers
higher than himsel¥, whether supernal and holy or infernal and
devilish. PTherefore, when men capable of great leadership appear on
the scene sooner or later they come to possess an influence commen-
surate with their greatness. It is only seemingly true that men are
anterior to movements, that the outstanding epochs of history were
inaupgurated by outstanding persons, but it is really true that they
are the focal points expressive of such movements and epochs. Every
great movement, whether creative or destructive, has always seemed
to be the achievement of one man -- the child of one leader -- but
that which gave it the burning impulse of birth, and fed it with
strength that it might live on and do its work, came from outside
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the man. It is not that a single individual at the helm of affairs
remoulds the life of a people but that the hidden forces of evolution
and the historic forces of destiny find a fit outlet for thélr work in
such an individuale. For 1t ls not alone his personal ambitions and
desires, capacities and defects, which dictate the course of his
people's history but also the inexorable operations of these two
powerful malnsprings -- self-incurred destiny and ¢he &volbionary World-Idea.

In short, all heroes and all dictators, despite their illusion
of self=creation of a movement or revolution, are really channels
for impersonal forces as they enact thelir spectaecular parts in the
world drama. Destiny plays the last card, the winning trump, as usual,
History can be understood properly only on a twofold basis -- the
personal and the impersonal. The first points to the purposes, minds
and talents of the men who figure most in it, the second points to
the great universal forces which use them. In the tremendous events
which have unfolded themselves all over the world for several years
past, there 1s plenty of evidence that new forces are entering men's
minds and rousing men's unconscious approval or opposition. But
behind all secondary issues and unworthier ramifications, behind the
colossal struggle between the relatively good forces that are lifting
them upwards and those relatively evil ones that are dragging them
downwards, the will of the World-~Idea is imposing itself.

Nothing could be more abnormal than the age of new, quickly

'ahanging conditions in-.which we are living. We find it hard to let

the past impose itself too strongly upon us when i1t i1s o inadeguate
to the new problems, Our eyes are forced to concentrate themselves
more upon the present and future, to look forward rather than
backwards. As in everything else, a double reckoning is needed here.
There is a credit and a debit side of hiatory 8 account. We need
courage and initiative to separate th=mEEIveSs, from the bad and
outworn things; we need wisdom and calmness/
useful ones,

o retain the good and

People have made almost a religion out of their civilization.
To point out its shortcomings as well as to predlct the consequences
if not remedied in time, is to commit sacrilege and blaspheme before
thelr god. Yet this same civilization shows enough symptoms to
indicate that they have approached the extreme limits of materialism
with terrifying consequences for themselves, There is no real way
out other than a reaction against this extreme position, no real
reliefl except to turn automatically and spontaneously away in the

» opposite direction, that 1s towards thelr spiritual nature. The

insufficiency of the unillumined intellect in practical living has
become more and more revealed to them, so they have to turn away
from it to the intuitive within themselves simply because there is no
other direction in which they can turn.

The path of human evolution is not a straight line, but a zig-zag

spiral ,which jerks from side to side, as well as up and down. This cycle of

o

alternating human development is &. historic one, and can be found
throughout man's past. Thus certain tendencies or movements, such as
materialism, appear as recurring phenomena in history.w The world has

Augert New ge,ﬁrsamo_e.s}
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passed through and is now on the last lap of the downward are of the

== phase of excessive materialism. The reaction from it has already
begun in our time, under the two fold pressure of external Svents and
internal directives from the Higher Power, or rather E=m“own Overself,
exemplifying the will of God for this time. These spiritual influences
are working upon mankind everywhere but working more through the
individual hearts than through official organizations. They exist in
countries where the ruling powers are openly materiallstic and irre-
ligious as much as in countries where the ruling powers are not. If

human evolution were left to man alone, or to chance alone, this might
not have happened, but it is compelled to obey universal laws.

For twenty years after the first World War civilization was
given a long opportunity l arma in which to_ge ise in order.
It failed to do so 8 second postUgwar period is, in its way, Jus

ig as the first period was.insmsll For on the wisdom or
foolishness of the personal decisions which have been and are now
beinp made, on the 3p1r1tual courage or cowardice shown by leaders

. - e v 1ta period for mankind
a period which may roughly be'ealled ﬁhe crucial period, lasted for
about twelve months before and eighteen months after the end of the
war. If chaos occurred then in some quarters of the post-war world,
crisis prevailed in others. Hope in many lands and ruin in others,
marked those opening years of the peace, necessarily full of confused
suggestion and experimental movement, of swift change and articulate
discontent -- all following in rapid succession. Like an old tree,
the old era weas being born up by its roots., But all were conscious
that somewhere ahead either a tremendous transformation or a
tremendous collapse awaited them. The time was short. Decisions
had to be made hurriedly. The spiritual trend of this generation,
and consequently its physical destiny, was largely decided within
those two and a half years., It was then that the future pattern of
~the world's present and coming destiny was bmtxex largely shaped.

he first step to cure present miseries is to change our

personal and national thinking, to stop thinking in terms of
materialism and start thinking in terms of 3pirituallty, to cease
cut-throat selfishness and begin mutual cooperation, to lighten
emphasis on physical needs and increase the emphasis on spiritual oNnes,
Humanity has reached the turning point in her young life. She must
prepare to take up the reaponsibility of maturity. She must give a
nobler direction to all this tremendous dynamic activity, a deeper
significance to all this rushing energy. The change that the
evolutlonary forces of nature are asking from us 1s a drastic one yet

if accepted and made, it would be our best guarantee of victory over
the destructive forces.

A calm perception of mankind's moral limitations and a
philosophiec acceptance of them need not lead to a dismal and
paralyzing pessimism. For a colossal evolutionary movement is always
in progress which Nature has guided and activated with infinite
patience to its present point. We may understand that mankind is on
the upward move, however slowly and through however many dismal lapses
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Consider that the numerous living cells which
compose the tissues of our bodies will themselves one day '
evolve into individual human beings!  “+he spiral-like
- wave of evolution is infinite, carrying the minutely small °
onward to the unimaginably great. t
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and retrogressions, ©Some change more guickly than others but no

~ man is what he was ten years ago, If the inevitability of change
must be granted, then the inability to go back and be what he once
was must likewise be granted.

Simply becsuse he cannot, man will not remain a static creature.
He must go forward -- or degenerate. But his forward movement is an
. enduring one whereas his backward movement is only a btemporary one.
For that which ever impels and enables him to evolve is a forece which
ever exists within himself. It is none other than the force of his
higher self, his divine soul. This is the secret energy which is
. 1ifting him upward and activating his development. If his evolution
©v. | depended only upon the whim of his personal self, then it would be an
' uncertain and often hopeless process. That the mysterious power which
belongs to his Overself is the real driving power of his evolution is

the best assurance of his ultimate achievement.
—LNS%R¥T hNew Vore W2 —7
In these terrible mes the quest of this Overself has an ~

enhenced value. @Quite apart from its personal results, the knowledge
that higher laws still rule the world and that the forces of evil are
doomed to self-destruction in the end saves its possessors from
despalir and gives them hope.,

'[Tﬂ The Ego-Crisis

It was pointed out(in an earlier work that tremendously
accelerated change is ajdominant note of the present period. However

\__much we may dislikel U _ in thought and behaviour, we
cannot escape the changes -- both good and bad -=- which are being

pressed upon us. We must recognize this insistent and unseen
pressure as a challenge and adapt ourselves to the good in it as well
as reject the bad in 1it.

(during the wan)
Millions of people had their whole life uprootedI; They were

cruelly dragged from their familiar surroundings, ruthlessly parted
for years from their old homes and separated from their communities

of which they felt an integral part. How many lost or were robbed

of nearly all they possessed, -- life, health, land, houses, money,
business, furniture, even most of their better clothesl They were

not only mercilessly stripped of things, but in many cases were
foreibly separated from wives, parents or dhildren. Statistics
revealed that in England alone more then half the civilians moved to
new residences during the war. Their memories of the once=-comfortable
past became tortures of regret whilst their pleasant hopes for the
future were turned to unpleasant anticipations. The easier fate often
belonged to those who had to make a change because of thelr work than
to those whose connections were with the armed forces, but often not.

Why should tgililww of change dominate the world of physical
forms as well as human affairs? Why cannot a permanent social form,
a stable individual existence be created and maintained forever? For
7 answer let us go into the secret structure of every atom. What do
Al we see? Ceaseless vibration. Let us go next into every human mind.
There we will see the perpetual birth of a progeny of ideas. This is
its very nature, But these facts remalin half-truths unless we couple
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them with the major fact that behind the atom is the everlasting
Stillness of God; behind the mind is the witnessing Silence of the
Qverself.

However often history may have repeated itself in the past,
it has not repeated itself today. For the situation now is unique.
It is a world crisis, and not merely a continental or national one.
It touches all humanity, and not merely a section of it. This is
the first time a situation like it has ever arisen, Such an
external event is in line with the extriésordinary internal event
Which merks a turning-point in the spiritual evolution of the human
ego. The outer conflict which materially affects mankind has been
matched by the inner conflict which troubles its subeonscious self.
It is more necessary than ever amid the turmoils and dangers of today
to understand something of the divineeIdea inherent in the universe,
and cooperate intelligently and willingly with it. These studies
have therefore an importance w Eifs not realized by most people.

The World-Mind does not workjilike a human architect, for it
is not separate from its materials or activities., Therefore, when
the phrase !'divine Idea' is used in these writings, it should be
understood to mean not an architectural plan or pictorial drawing
but the inherent necessity whereby manifestation follows a certain
way and not a different one. Everything in the cosmos 1s passing
through various stages of unfoldment. And because 1t originates in
the divine substance, all the possibilities of such unfoldment from
lowest to highest are inherent in it. They do not have to be planned
for. They are already there as part of its innermost nature.

Every man who looks back on his own life may discover that it
has moved onward in certain noticeable periods, each of which was
the expression of a particular physical or mental trend. Every
nation which does likewise may make the same discovery about its
collective history. And because it is the inner life which, after
all, manifests itself in the outer one, because it is the underlylng
Idea which moulds the character and form of every epoch, it will be
highly profitable to make clear to our own consciousness what is the
special Idea which is coming into birth during thls present time
when an entire epoch is so obviously disintegrating before our very
eyes, We must look at, and judge, contemporary history by its
secret connection with a special evolutionary crisis which intellect
only obscures and insight alone reveals.

It does not need much examination of the facts to show that
human evolution works through three successive phases: The physical
the intellectual and the spiritual. If the human entity is to develop
its capacities at all, it has to develop them through a self-centered
individuality+comblining the first two. This is a natural and
necessarys phase of its history. The divine Idea for human evolution
has a place for the personality's self-centerdness, for out of this.
development of ego-centricity, this intensification of separative
consciousness, the humen entity differentiates itself from all the
others. It is necessary for man's progress that he include the
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= 4Jlow else eould Nature form man®s ego unless 1t’s
informing 1ife end consciousness had been glven a NEEE :
wide enough experience, unless they hed been allowed to &
Journey throuch the bodies of the adder, the tiger, the ;
cow and the horse for example, and gain the attributes and ¥
consciousness that such bodles could msnifest? They were
not mersly useful but quite necessary in the making of the -
ego, the I(ﬂ am" . 1€
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Ky extroverted and ego-centric attitude. For a time it serves a
useful purpose in his development. The various capacities of the
physical body and potentialities of the mental-emotional psyche are
brought out by it.

Qut of the unknown life of man's unremembered past, there comes
down to him the legacy of being able to know &nd do so much more
than any animal can., The selfish and possessive instinets, the
materialistic and extroverted attachments in human nature are not
there by any degeneration on its part but“rather by its own develop-
ment. They are natural results of bringkng out its latent capaclties
and faculties, of expanding its consciousne®s from more primitive
stages through a quest for individualized life, Phey are a part of
the rhythmic evolution which is such a feature of the diV1neHﬁrhbdﬂaa.

4 SexT ew TVAY A Were

When this nice center ol consclo ed the
preparation in other kingdoms of nature and began its life as a
human ego, the development of its selfish nature was necessary and
useful to its ultimate goal., This provided it, through desire, with
valuable motives for activity and, during the earlier and inter-
mediate stages of that life, was its strength and glory. The ego
had to enlarge its field of power and experience and expand its
sphere of acgquisition in the course of its progress. The multipli-
cation of desires and the struggle of ego-centricity, with the
consequent intensification of personality, as well as the growth and

xtroversion of mental faculties, were cessary phases of 1its
oldment.

Man could galn his fully individualized awareness of himself,

& lof others and of his environment in no other way. During the 1ong
~jcoursg of his history, it l.cwasccn through this very selfish extro-
version that manzx=s gradually manifested the potentialitles with
dwhich nature mxxendowed him and thus both expressed and developed
imself. It was a natural and essential process, which brought him
he requisite experience and the resulting knowledge of his own
dndividuality and powers. It was an indispensable phase of his
evelopment that his ego should grow in strength and expand in
~sonsciousness.

| : The yearning of young egos, impelled by desire and in need of

y experience,was for activity. The yearning of old ones, disappointed
in desire or satiated with experience or inwardly urged toward truth-
seeking, is for rest. How many a series of earthly existences, how
many a wave of successive enfleshments, separate the first group
from the second! The only reason why the great mass of humanity jem=x
failed spiritually to grow up more quickly was not one for which it
can be blamed. It had not had enough time, and the richer experience
which comes with time. Dozens of more rebirths were and are needed
to gain the deeper consciousness, the finer perceptions which
distinguish mature persons.

Up to the present point in his development it was the proper
~ and useful business of man to acquire capacities and possessions,
to differentiate himself through selfishness. But in doing this he
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lost more and more his spiritual kinship with Nature and his
intuitive guidance. This middle point of his evolution is when
intellect awakens and develops, whieh is why it is the most

dangerous one, For here the ego is most strongly individualistie,
most stubbornly materialistic, most filled with selfishness, mos%t
wedded to the use of cunning for its own gain and consequently most
harmful to others. Many of the egos which have incarnated in con-
temporary bodies have reached this extreme limit of individualization
but have been the most unwilling of all to make the about-turn for
which evolution now asks, They refuse to joln the next trend, which
is toward harmony, peace and cooperation with others, towards mutual
help and service, towards a more spiritual and less sensuous world-view.

The spiritual evolution of the human race is partly a struggle to
overcome the strong obstacles of its own self-regarding animalistic
and extroverting tendencies; partly a discipline of the intuition-
erushing intellect. There 1s nothing wrong in these tendencies by
themselves and in their place. But when they entirely dominate
consciousness, they give rise to extreme selfishness and cynical
materialism. It is an lnevitable result of past and present phases
that excessive attachment to the animal-physical side of 1life should
arise within it and that selfishness and wrongdoing should arise in
the relations between the egos, that evil should become as active as
zood and even, at certain periods, more active than good. An evil
creature is simply an insufficiently evolved creature. Such a stiff
thickening of egotism, such an extroverted attachment to the physical
personality is unavoidable in the human entity's development. It can
not be prevented. But in doing this it naturally strengthens its own
selfishness, and-its own anti-social attitudes., This eventually brings
about clashes with other egos. It begins to sin and consequently to
suffer, The evils which follow in the train of such selfishness, such
as the competitive attitude which later grows into the combative one,
and the acquisitiveness which grows into aggressiveness, can not be

vescaped, Yet carried too far, such attitudes mmmix¥k defeat the very
object of all this evolution. Real evil appears only in the human
kingdom, where the union of human intellect and animal desire produces
creatures capable of wickedness such as no animal is capable of. A
stage has now been reached when it must be halted and when the
ultimate goal must be recalled to view -- the goal of elevating the
ego's consciousness to the Overself's. This need not be done in all
its fullness; only the simplest, most elementary recall, such as
popular religion suggests, 1s enoughe.

Man has now fully appeared on Nature's scene and the necessary
mental instruments for effecting #his spiritualization have already
been developed but they are being misused for what are often anti-
spiritual purposes. The higher opportunities provided by physical
birth are either frittered away in vanities or abused in sins or
neglected in other pre-occupations. The ego 1s like a child that
wants to remain in the stage of childhood forever. DBut life will not
permit it to do so. The time for its crossing over the threshold of
adult spiritual responsibility has come. It must face the serious

issues of existence, the why and whither of its presence on earth.
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When we speak here of the human ego, it should be obvious
that the reference is to its evolutionary stage as found in the
larzest number of human beings upon this planet. That 1s, the
reference is not to the small minority now in incarnation who have
passed beyond this stage. It is this majority which stands mostly
at the midpoint of evolution.

It can go farther along the present road only to self-destruct-
fon, Its progression on this planet has reached its final climax of
i{ndividualization. If it is to evolve it must be henceforth by
addins the controls, checks and compensatory balances of another
gosks. It must dispense with the excessive personal selfishness and
intellectual materiality which 1lifted it to its present capacity,
but which when unbalanced blinded it also to its best interests and
truest knowledge. Their growth was only a particular phase essential
only for a particular period. That period is now drawing to an abrupt
close.

Today the individual entity's needs are inevitably different,
In order to become man it had to develop egotism. In order to surpass
man, it will have to submerge egotism. Then only can the ruthless
struggle and cruel history of human relations surely be amellorated.
In the balanced practice of self-help and accomodation to others, in
the cultivation of spiritual faith and intuition, the next phase of
its progress lies, 1I% has moved far from the protozoa and has now
reached a point in the evolutionary scale where a considerable change-
over to another direction has become imperative., It must take the
great step forward to a higher understanding of its own existence.
Every day that it delays doing so, invites further suffering. The
evil misdirection of its own physical and intellectual forces has
come too dangerously near to being a total one. The species lan
approaches the most critical hairpin bend in inward and outward life.
With the twentieth century at its meridian, this self-worship, this
materiallistic intellectuality and this excessive outward-turning
begiti to lose their evolutionary value,

o “ j s

Thefanimal forces in the ego arejmaking a desperate stand to
keep their smcisskt rule., What we see all around us is partly a
visible manifestation of the invisible convulsions through which 1%t
is passing. 1Its own filerce resistance is reflected in the inter-
national situation. If both leaders and led persist in ignoring the
new orientation, their convulsions might well become dying ones and
the civilizations they have built up may disintegrate with them. In
this state of extreme extroversion and aggressive egolsm, millions of
people have become quite blind to the higher purpose of human life.
They consider man merely a thinking animal, the moral struggle
between right and wrong merely a matter of expediency and convenience,
the aspiration for goodness merely a morbid pathological condition.
Too many other human beings have fallen even farther than this. They
have said "evil be thou my good.™
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Because humanity in the past has been living in a vicious circle
of ego domination and consequent suffering, this circle must now be
broken. The unfoldment of selfheood through a series of lives on this
earth has reached its culmination, It has led inevitably to a

situation where the strength and violence of the "I" must be checked
if it is not constantly to injure itself and others by excessive
blindness, grasping and possessiveness., Although every living creature
possesses egoism in the form of self-preservation, only man has brought
it to such soclally dangerous extremes because he alone has brought
intellectual cunning to its service. It has reached a point where it
must either submit itself henceforth to the checks and controls of the
higher self, or 1t will provoke the gravest danger of destruction for

humanitye ‘combative)

The human entity's inordinate clinging to itsjfanimality and selfish
personallity 1s being challenged and attacked by world forces and
turned into a cause of its own psychie suffering. The tremendous
tension which has arisen in its consciousness because of its inner
resistance to this evolutionary pressure working both from within by
spiritual influences and from without by historiecal events, has been
too much for many people. It has unblanced their psyches and caused
igend~ insanity. The critical point has been reached, the farthest
point of thelr straying; beyond this they will be in danger of losing
whatever splritual qualltles still remain. In developing and inflating
this egotism, they have gone farther and farther away from the divine
source of their being. It is now being carried to the extreme,
resulting in such widespread atheism,aggressive selfishness and open
immorality, that the danger of utter self-destruction has arisen. The

on’  of the animal ego and the perfection of the lower
intellect have gone as far as they should for the present cycle; their
attenuation must begin. If too few individuels and no nations are
voluntarily willing to start the process, the forces of destinywill
cooperate with the other factors to arrest the present trend still
more drastically. The shock of such events to the nervous system
would then induce different moods and even different views of life
from those previously prevailing. Thus the evolutionary compulsion
is being laid upon the extroverted and inflated personal ego to
abandon 1ts present position and take the path of return.

We know that this is physically the most exciting time in history.
Do we know that it is also spiritually the most critical time?
Humanity has been led to the cross-roads of its incarnated life. It
needs to pause and reflect. The hour has struck in the ego's cosmic
journey when it must choose whether or not it will turn round to face
and then begin to obey its own divine soul. It has come to the end of
its severest evolutionary cycle, Deeper into darkness it will not be
allowed to gzo. Higher into light it does not want to ‘2Qe Forces
both inside and outside itself wage a titanic war for its right and
wrong guldance. It has arrived at the climacteric period of its long
history. 1Its approach to this evolutionary crossroads is indeed one
of the most powerful influences contributing to the present world
crisis. Events so constantly shape themselves that the situation must
be faced; momentous decisions are so constantly required that they
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cannot be put off nor their demands ignored. It may respond to
those moral ideals and non-materlalistic beliefs which the spiritual
teachers have always set before it as essential to right conduct and
thought, or it may reject them,

All this 1s the result of the tremendous evolutionary twist in
conscience and reorientation in consciousness which the unwilling ego
1s being asked to manifest. The result is elash and conflict within
itself and, because the pressure 1s also synchronized with the
operations of karmic destiny, clash and confliet in i1ts external life.
The wars and erises, revolutions and famines are both outward symbols
and natural consequences of its desperate resistance, Among the first
effects of this inner evolutionary change, along with the ncble, the
good and the self-sacrificial, all the evil in humanity's character
has been thrown up to the surface, all the ugliest passions have found
release., Horror and violence, lust and greed, fear and hate, envy and
splte have been openly glorified. But this is the night before the
dawn, the desperate struggles of the trapped beast in man.

Our own sins and sloths, errors and materialism, sent us a
Destroyer. God has yet to send us a Reliverer. Hitler appeared as a
gigantic figure holding the center of the world-stage and armed with a
whip which slashed right and left, among his own countrymen equally
as among all Europe. It would be a large error to believe that the
world was punished for Hitler's sin alone. Not one man's but the
accumulated results of millions of men's selfish thinking and negative
feeling, animalistic passion and unethical doing went into the
catastrophe which overwhelmed more than a whole continent. The long
insufferable agony of wartime horrors and atrocities, bitterness and
distress, deserves special thought here., In its size and cause, its
strangeness and technique, the war was the outstanding event in the
external history of the nations., Yet it was simply a part of the
general world alsis,albeit the most vivid, violent and dramatic part.
Its grim pressures began the process of forcing cooperative attitudes
and social fusions upon the individuals and classes within most
countries, but the relaxed tension of peace's onset reversed the
process and saw fresh returns of the egoistic attitudes.

In the delusions of the ego and in its ignorance of the true
nature behind that which expresses itself in the personal and vertical
pronoun 'I', are the source both of the evil it does and the ignorance
it shows. -In its unchecked selfishness 1s mankind's worst adviser.

So long as it considers its personal good as the all-important con-
sideration, so long as it does not see that the interests of others
are to be thought of along with its own, 8o long as, wherever the two
collide, it always sacrifices the second to the first instead of
wisely balancing them, so long will events and experiences befall
waich, through pain and disappointment, will try to tutor it out of
this error. If, in its long past career it was quite proper for it

to seek its own, to expand its rule and strengthen its position, the
new evolutionary bidding is to place itself under the rule of the
higher self and to balance its own interests with the common interest.
The inordinate attachment to its own interest, values and views into
which 1t has fallen marks the extreme limit of a long phase of develop-
ment.
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The inflated personal egzo 1s everywhere -- in polities and
religion, In art and business - attempting to resist the internal
and external forces that would reduce 1ts tyranny and undo 1its
selfishness, It is stubborn, unwilling to budge from its position.
This is one reason why philosophy reiterates that neither economics
nor politiecs will ever adequately solve humanity's problems, not
even its material problems, because they are at bottom spiritual
problems. No matter what sphere of humen activity we look at, there
the personal ego may be found perversely defending itself and
agpgressively clashing with other egos. Its desires and possessions,
its ambitions and prejudices are the real goals which it aims to
obtain or retain behind the facade of tall talk which it often puts
up. This is as true of the political and economiec spheres as of
the social and religious spheres. Hence, philosophy leaves to others
the securing of external reforms and devotes itself to exposing and
eliminating the ego's tyranny. It teaches men that what seems the
longest way -- improving themselves -- is in the end the shortest way
to the goal of improving their environment. Thus it gets at real
causes; the reformers get at mere effects. Those who do not come
to the truth about life (that is, philosophy), out of its own inner
attraction, will one day have to come to it out of the need of
self-defence in the struggles of living. Such & day has arrived in
our own-times. Those who still fail to recognize this -- and they
are many -- are mere escapists, hiding from reaslity but likely to be
dragged out of thelr corners by Destiny's rough hand.

Whoever has eyes to see may recognize that the war should have
been a period of tremendous awakening, to compensate for its terrible
devastation. If that awakening has so far taken a political and
economie turn, this was inevitable, But a religious and intellectual
one has yet to follow. Humanity should not have tried to go back to
the old pre-war way of materialistie 1life, It had the chance to go
on to a new and worse way or a new and better one. Few have escaped
being caught in the whirlpool of contemporary events and therefore
being influenced for better or worse by it. O0f those who lived
through terrible experiences, what they suffered themselves or saw
others suffer has been too drastic not to leave an ineffaceable
impression upon their character. The experiences of the past decade
should have led them IEEmrwiwy o a different standpoint, whether
higher or lower, from that which was theirs before it began. The
world crisis should have carried such men's thoughts to a position
which even to a single generation earlier would have seemed so :
idealistically advanced or so degeneratively alien as to be unthinkable
and unimaginable during this century. - Tty B

RNt e .

In a transitional era of such quick-moving events as ours, and
of such titanic events as those which have happened in our own lifetime,
it is foolish to consider problems only by the light of what was. Pre-
war appraisals do not hold good for post-war times. If a man or a
nation finds out thatqit has taken the wrong road, the sensible thing
‘to do is to turn round\ and get back to the right one. A new direction
should then be taken., |¥Yet this 1s rarely done -- such is the impetus
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of thé past and the pressure of habit. One of the strongest supports

et of the ego is habit, the automatic memory of the mind and feeling-nature.
It sustains and preserves the selfish past or the wrong past by bringing
it into the present. It arms and equips the intellect in its domination
over, or resistance against, the intuition. Behindﬁjlb evil and grief

P war O\ OieieeasesietllER> .l c this good -- that they bereave us of habits that

end srisigimprison us in thlnking that 1s evolutionarily outworn, in attitudes
that are Too personal and in conventional lies that are absorbed from
socletpeivilization or tradition. Giving them up is part of what
the lMystic of Gallillee meant when he asked us to give up the self.
Such a curious idea as that we must give up our self in order to find
it must seem like irritating paradox to the intelligentsia, and must
necessarily be dressed in homely parable for the simple. But we ought
not to run away from a paradox; it is really a cloak which covers the
deepest and therefore the most valuable kind of thought.

The human ego must make the first faint beglinning to renounce
its sovereignty in favour of the divine Overself, or be driven by
Implacable fate In the same direction. The necessity of a change in
thought and feeling as a preface to a change in humanity's tragle
fortunes is an absclute condition. The repentance must be an active
one, the change of heart must be shown in a change of life. Negative
emotions are to be checked, evil deeds stopped, the animal nature
disciplined and spiritual exercises started tc overcome spiritual slothe.
The path of humanity must now begin to lead homeward again toward
awareness -- however slight -- of the higher self. Willingly or un-
willingly it must round this crucial point and change the direction
of its inner life. Such a change necessarily involves and expresses
itself in penitence. Consequently the supreme spiritual message
today is a call to repent. Those who sincerely respond to it will be
"saved", but those who refuse to heed it, whose egos rebel against
the higher view of life, condemn themselves to further and worse
suffering.

Certaln types of fanatical leaders, represent an easily
recognizable section of the latter group. Their blinded followers
are indeed unlucky; there 1s no room for permanently maintaining
such a position in the dawning era. They are trying to hold a doomed
fort, the end of their era is nearing, whether by self-surrender or
external catastrophe, for the evolutionary forces are inexorable,

Such is the proce¢ss of re-orientation which will, when a certain
point in history not far off is reached, develop increasingly in the
human psyche, such the passage from an outmoded materialistic egoism
to an Incoming spiritual awarenesse. As this evolutionary development
goes on, the ego will be less and less victimized by its senses,and ani -

mality hence less and less materialistic in its thinking. The new tendencies
will affect not only its quality of consciousness but also its moral
attitudes.

Alweys in times of soclal erisis and more especlally in a time
. of immense cycllical transition like our own, when an evolutionary
. change-over of the ego-1s secretly impending, men do not evolve slow




~ 5 =

ol L :|r'-"-1
T L .;

i

I

sdroqque Jeezaddde 8dd Yo emb 3Idéd o eowmidEeewyg edd bus dzaqg b&dd Yo
.m#m-gnlin‘l bas buim erid Yo yromes slfemodus edi (Jided ef oze odd %o
Cosaianlad yd Jesy snoww erdd 2o Feaq deiiles erld n&mmq bria smisdeua JI
L goldaalmob o3t ot Joplledal o eqlupe bos esis 31 .da@eseuy efd odal di

.1lez sdd gu ovEs od ey bedes e nedw Joaem To oidegil S4d
ball of webuo of TEoT o qu 6viz Jumm ow et =a %ﬁ‘t epolans a douk

- deum bus (sladweziilsinl edd od xobewsy paddeciiel odll mess dsum 31
ddguo ow duf selumic ofd 101 a.{dgqaq ylamod &% bssirdnh sd yllusessien
ofd Ewovoa daliw Xsols s '{JLI Fr 21, Zobevag © ATY :

o +Asfavertd Yo eideitav $8ou ot wugTOTH ﬁn..gmaab
sonuoney o aﬁ;mn.t%ad mn SendY edld wiaw Jewwm oo M
vd seviab 55 70 Suivih o Tc wuovaT md gioh e 8di

nt emnars s %o ydizesoen atﬁ" «Heldgonlh emes sdd al o§s? dﬁm&m
olgstd etydinsmud ol w 2 od eosleTg 8 Ea gaifesl ﬂﬂa

evidos ns & Jsem m#nnq%ﬁ wfrol _M odulosds de h saﬁntf'm‘t

- eyldagell  .oUEl Jo ¢ o & ul uwods od deuy Jgand '

= oudan m : ¢

1‘ ;ﬂh;ldah;‘ ﬁﬁi} 'j'.EI s

2aBeaIgxe m a_ Syt vitase . _

s epaezom [apdizlge emSTque L7

o Iltw $i ot baogdes ylevtoonts ﬁﬁm
danlsye ledes soge ecodw JI B

seow bus weddiul of aevis aprertd

BT o R Ty T AT W AR I o St (A it e W - T AT e 17
% [ ) \

o1 Jebsel facliassl 10 esqyd nladzel

tedT .quoap wsidsl efd Yo moidose sidsslingooex
" oq 20T GOouT ot el ewedd iydoniny besbal evs
- eus yedT .50 salaveb edd ff rroldlsog a dows
‘Bt ave xlefd To bae edd (Il
0C Mﬁ #1id 202 fﬂ]@ﬂf&e'ﬂﬂ Iama#xo

2 ",;qaﬁd’ a8l doyk
© 3’& yiodeld al dalog

= "E

“- m-ﬂ"![ﬂ# l WB aﬂiﬁ 3
- edd al yigaloes¥onl qolevet )
metoge sidellslxsdam Dobomive ns moTY snagasc |

dnemqgoleved mtmm ;

'~ lus bus, GOSN BFL rd box tait 3ol gel o ili'!m Wau aﬂgm gooy

welonebned wou o7 JoniNple &

Igwom 2dl oela a“ﬂ

=
k-
E-.
)
= - wmebudLids
= ovo ssnsmel 10
E “arld 10 weveo-ennady
= o R e S P

' telws bne [lve &M, -motdiudnl edd &m}g sama;ta.iam TO 4 TEVO
oo dadd edldad Yo ey armad Yodd isid =~ Dooy &i : ;
L - pebutidds si gmowdlp vilienoldulove sl dmdd sodslal

4 Mol bedwcads eus $hud teil femolimovsos ni biis hﬂaa TOOY 998 84
i_'— dedw To dxaq gt gp medd olvid . ooldibatd vo Beldssillvimiwdstoce

um bos mi' oonan Wiles

TN TR T8 ey ny (TR W TR T

e,  AEL . Haam con ) b ba i SRR R LA e o



T

step by slow step into high spiritual truth; but reach it suddenly
and draematically. They experience it with all the force of an un-
heralded revelation. Although there has already begun a period of
marked intellectual and socilal awakening, a longer time is necessary
before the culminating point in spiritual awekening 1s reached. The
mind has still to travel some distance before it will even admit that
such a change is possible, and still farther before it will readily
discern the first signs of its happening. It would be a misunder-
standing to believe that this change could be sco abrupt as to be most
evident in sudden Improvement to everyone. What will happen is that
the prompting towards such sudden improvement will manifest itself,
because of the tremendous pressure of certain situations that will
later be created by the world crisis. There will and can however be
no compulsion upon anyone to accept this prompting and act upon it.
The human ego must choose to follow the divine guidance of its own
accord before the external benefits of such a course become evident.

The Inner Challenge of the Crisis.

If we consider for a moment how obsolete today are the ideas of
nineteenth century physicists about the structure of the atom and
hence about the nature of the physical universe, we may see what a
large advance has been made away from the falsity of nineteenth-
century scientiflic materialism. Yet although the scientific basis of
materialism has largely disappeared, the industrialistic basis of it
has not. This explains in part why the general mass of people in
'advanced'! countries still think and act as if it were true. The
religious camouflage under which it is often hidden, does not alter
its real nature, It is not only out-of-date, but it has all the
errors which out-of-date scientific knowledge often has. If the full
implications of what had been developed in psychology, in psycho-
blology and in nuclear physies could be thoroughly comprehended by
the athelsts, they would be compelled to abandon their negative belief.
The sub-atomic investigations of a great sclentist like the late
Lord Rutherford proved metaphysically favourable to non-materialistic
doctrines. Put Rutherford himsell, because he under-rated the value
of metaphysical thinking, did not perceive that they showed forth how
matter hid the energies of a non-physical reality, or, as a. highly-
illumined Oriental seer once said to us when we m ioned atomie
research to him, "the energies of that infinite and eternal being -
the World-lMind, God."

In France, England and America, not a few influential
intellectuals, who once led thought into scepticism, cynicism and
nihilism, have themselves been led by a further process of their own
reasoning, based upon the further data now available, to deny the
very materialism to which thls same reasoning first led them and to
renounce the anti-spirituality which was its original fruit. It is
more than ironiec, it is tragic that science which first destroyed
religious belief in existence of a reality beyond the material one,
should now begin to provide the evidence needed to support that
belief. For the help has come so very late. Modern civilization is
in danger of destroylng a large segment of itself, partly because of
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the military weapons which science has put into 1ts hands and partly
because of the mental materlalism which science created in its earlier
ignorance. The history of past civilizations is written
today iIn sand and water; two hands arelever at work in writing that
tragic tale, the first being the one all see 5 own; the second
is one which few see -- the irresistible hand a higher power.

For too long most people thought that the search for a higher
purpose in life was not so important as the several lower purposes;
it did not even matter., They needed to be shocked into awareness

that nothing else can take its place. The wars and world crises
provide these shocks. The sudden appearance of the atomic bomb on
the world scene 1s a symbol of the abruptness with which the challenge
has come upon us. It offers humanity the choice to survive or be
destroyed. But to survive it has to change its old thinking. This
final discovery was needed to startle and alarm humanity as never
before, to arouse and compel it to face the faet that the old ways of
deqling with certain problems are useless now. It 1s a reminder of
the futility of clinging lazily to ideas stamped with the materialism
that must pass away. Through the atomlc bomb the human intellect is
*+ (Eicholenferinv E%&-ﬁuﬁc}vorld behind the atom, but it is doing so pre-
maturely, before it is ready or worthy to do so. The World-Power 1s
not only creative but also destructive, as the staggering changes in
starry bodies and our planet ®arth, changes which have happened in
the past and will happen again in the future, exemplify. To meddle
with i1t before being morally prepared and spiritually knowledgeable
enough to do so aright, is foolish. The intellect which pushes him
to do so, becomes as dangerous to man, when devoid of any knowledge
of the spiritual laws which govern life, as when informed by that
same knowledge it becomes helpful to him. Physical and intellectual
advance have gone far enough and should be halted for a while until
a spiritual and moral advance restores the lost equilibrium. The
crisis is closing in upon us. At a certain point its results will
not only stop our further blind advance into sclentific and technical
power uncontrolled by an ethical attitude towards that power, but
also show that we are not strong enough to live without spiritual
resources.

Qur definition of war is too limited, too exclusively physical.
For the visible war is only an effect, an expression of what already
exists on the mental level, the true cause being the invisible war
of thoughts and feelings., While one group of men are filled with
hatred or glower with anger at another group, while they spit forth
hysterical recrimination and denunciation, they create the mental
conditions which, if sustained long enough, developed intensely enough,
and returned by those they oppbse, can one day be reflected in open
strife or even physical war. This could happen by a law of inevi-
tability, even if war itself is feared and undesired. ©£uch. forces express
animali have been strugzling for power before our own eyes and seeking to
control humanity's very life, Yet this outer conflict is only a
universal expression of what is going on in the individual man. That
is why 1t cannot be resolved on the plane of political rearrangement
alone, or on that of military war alone. Each person who refuses to
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try to resolve it within himself, which can be done only by
disciplining his lower nature and turning towards his higher self
in falith and love, is in a small way responsible for the world's
discouraging condition. Two roads open out before every individual
in today's as in every great crisis of his life. One will lead him

The demands which this epoch makes on _ e
when compared with those of former ones. 'e cannot adapt it to
himself but must adapt himself to the epoch. Such a time of transition
is no time for «&&@ intellectual or emotional i=si==tla stiffness.

The problems of the world-crisis can not be evaded but have to be
met somehow. The problem of learning how to live has to be approached
afresh, not merely dallied with as in normal times., Thls problem is
always with man but only when it is thrust so insistently and so
overwhelmingly upon him does he realize that he may drift on from
hastily-improvised and therefore insufficient solutions to one new
crisis after another, or else seek entirely new solutions, When
excessive immersion in the means of existence, that is, the body with
1ts passions and appetites, the ego with its emotions and intellect,
becomes so extreme that man forgets its end, that is, integration
with his true being, then the forces of destiny and evolution put
pressure upon him to bring about a search for some freedom from thls
immersion (which is one form of materialism). The form taken by such
pressure is usually suffering. Humanity could never have been brought
down to the depths of misery and suffering to which it has been
brought, and made to endure so much that seems unendurable in retro-
spect, if there had not been grave weaknesses Iin its character and
defects in its judgment.

The idiot fury of two world wars punished ecivilization for its
errors. Thelir effects taught some people some wisdom and virtue but
they have taught more people much materialism and evil. There is
naturelly a time lag before the meaning of an experience catches up
in consciousness with the experience itself, But even allowing for
that, what has been learnt by too many is not enough or not correct.
If they had learnt from their sufferdngs to remove the causes which
originally brought them into being; if they had shed their errors
and righted their outlook, then history would have taken a better
course, The emptiness of a life-activity devoted to materialistic
aims alone and the futility of a life-view limited to what satisfies
the ego and the senses alone, become their own retribution in the end.
The need of finding a meaning to life exists more today than ever
efore., It 1s pressed upon them from outside by these alternating
crises. They must face the inescapable issue: either to live in a
more]reverent world and find true peace or to fall back into the old
prewar chaos and find fresh strife. The urgent need, the insistent
demand made by the evolutionary forces is a courageous break with
wrong hebits and false beliefs on all levels -- spiritual, intellectual
and worldly. This alone can save them from the disastrous consequences
of committing further follies,
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We stand at a moral cross-roads. The grave moment of cholce
is here. It is true that the world has wftepc been sick and JSS8aEHRxX
required healing., Today its sickness has become eritical., As the
erisis in which we live today has tormentingly lengthened so has it
progressively worsened. The more we delay drinking the medicine of
truth the more sick we become., That medicine would compel us in-
creasingly to view our situation with complete impartiality. For the
causes of human misery look into the human heart and see its moral
selfishness; look into the human mind and behold its spiritual
ignorance. Lvery kind of frustration, every condition of failure,
every sort of disappointment has come to teach us that our way of
life is faunlty.

Life today is more than ever a challenge by the events we are
responsible for, by the destiny forced upon us and by the pattern
of the World Idea, to become aware of our spiritual lgnorance and to
give up our self-admiration. The man who has not found out his
spiritual origin and higher destiny may be excused, but the man who
has not tried to find it out is blameworthy.

lan's Need of a Higher Power.

Everywhere today we see that the human being has misunderstood

1tself and misconceived the World-Mind's will for it in this era.

And because there is a price to be paid for all mistakes, everywhere
we see also humen dlstress and human suffering. The way out of these
afflictions is being desperately sought but seldom found ... for it
is being sought in the wrong direction. There 1s only one proper way
out, and that is to correct the misunderstanding and to remove the
misconception. This needs a dramatic change of moral attitude, a
large renunciation of materialist outlook and a quick reversal of
spiritual indifference. A change in thinking is the first way to
ensure a change in the world's condition. In changing himself, man
takes the first step to changing his environment and in changing his
environment he takes the second step toward changing himself, Ior
the first step of self-change must be a mental, not a physical one,
Therefore he will profit best in these difficult days by subduing
pride and being perfectly frank with himself, even to the point of
putting on mentel sack-cloth and emotional ashes, His mental
attitude must effect an about-face. He must heed that inspired
. "Repent -- and be saved." This has been the divine message
times but It is especially e

The only cure for the newest chaos in which the whole world has
fallen is also the oldest one. Those who wait for the anncuncement
of miracle-working prescriptions wait in vain. The truth that is
around the corner is as old as mankind, only the face 1t shows is
fresh and the clothes 1t wears are styled to the century itselfe.
Some thousands of years ago India's sacred writing The Bhagavad Gita,
proclaimed that there is peace and prosperity on the earth for those
who will learn and follow the laws of the inner life.

['AN
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- To say that the higher powers have created a crisis of human
destiny in order to compel human beings to face the inner challenge
is true. To say that human history and econduct have themselves
created it 1s also true. These two halves must be put together to
get the whole truth about the dark events which have overtaken
humanity. Every attempt to save itself that is only an external
attempt and not also an internal one, is foredoomed to failure,

This needs to be remembered by all peoples because all peoples have
been caught in the world's challenglng situation, even though their
partlicular responsibility is less in some cases, more in others. It
1s not the Europeans and Americans who are alone being challenged
today by their creations, but also the Indians and the Chinese,
Inheritors of the oldest civilizations on the planet. We are not of
those who eulogize the Orient as the sole abode of spirituality, and
titter at the Occident as the polluted abode of materiality. Each
hemisphere has its own special faults to set right, each has strayed
from the path ordained by God for it and consequently both are beling
involved in the erisis. All peoples, all races, have reached a point
where the road travelled can no longer be travelled, where going
forward and retreating backward are both impossible. What then are
they to do? The obvious and only correct answer is to get off the
wrong road and get on to a new one.

The ultimate destiny of the world -- as apart from its immediate
destiny -- is to become more spiritualized and not less. Every man
who belleves this will understand that society is as good or as bad
as the individuals who compose it, that there is no magie which .can
meke a good clvilization out of bad individuals, a golden new order
out of the leaden old characters. He will consequently believe in
the need of fine character to guide a people, rather than in cheap
slogans. He will look for guidance from men who believe it too, not
from those who believe in the materialism which darkly shadows every-
thing, This is why philosophy points to the need of human reformation
for any durable reformation of society. This is why there 1s no
nobler task today than diffusing that knowledge about man himself,
which he least possesses and most needs, This is an even more valuable
service than reforming the society in which he lives, although that is
perfectly proper and absolutely necessary in its place. The task is
not only to reaffirm that under the law of compensation we get back
the results of our own good or evil doing, not only to advertise to
an ignorant blinded world that the Overself exists and is the supreme
value; not only to show that it is an experienceable reality and not
an imagined fancy or a speculative concept, but also to advocate to

an indifferent complacent world that the Overself's 1life must be brought
into itsfpractical everyd‘axi life.

In the end humanity will be driven to have recourse to its true
spiritual teachers, after all other guides have led it into material
ruin and mutual destruction., No other refuge is left for stricken
humanity than this one. The notion that their teaching is of no use
to men of the world, versed in the faects of life, and aware of the
compromises involved in business and political affiirs, is a delusion
which dates the origin of man's unnecessary and avoidable sufferings.

It is indeed the greatest of errors to regard such guides as impractical
visionaries, Their vision of what is happening around them is never
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. circumscribed by petty personal considerations. Having rid them-
selves of narrow views and parochial prejudices, having learnt to
think of human affairs in large terms and through long vistas of
times, having transcended the limitations of a merely intellectual
approach and entered into an intuitive one, they are in a good
position to understand the course of past history and to discern
meaning behind the veils of present events., They can satisfy the
deep-rooted need of the humen mind to discover some worthier sig-
nificance in life today, Hence their philosophy is not irrelevant
to the purposeful activities and practical interests of men. They
know the true causes of humanity's distress and the true remedies,

The declaration of eternal laws and revelation of universal
patterns must be made anew., The sooner we discover that there are
spiritual laws which cannot be outwitted, the better for us. Never
before did the function which the phllosophic sage, the religious
prophet and the mystical seer could perform in soclety be so needed
yet remain so neglected. We have no worship for thelir wisdom,
revelation or zuidance, only for the engineer's mechanlcal skill,
the tradesman's fortune-making capacity, the entertainer's escape-
providing talent. The old spiritual teachers with their BEEX intultive or

ﬂ:ﬁrﬂﬂmnt,;enﬁtration into the inner side of things, and their certainty about

| truth only because it was their experience and not their opinion,
cave merely moral injunctions against all the ugly emotions and
passions, especially hate. Today the sclentific laws of the power

of thought must be given out to explain these injunctions, and to !;}

- warn us that ! negative mental-emotional states reflect themselveg
in physicaatftrife, trouble, sickness and even misfortune

Wﬁkw 4
The as a warning to begin afresh and a reminder that th

Day of Judgment is at hand, Yet out of its definite evil there arose
a certain good. In tBuele hours of tragic need which the universal
==conflict so often brought, a number of those who had lived empty
frivolous or materialistiec lives were driven by hitherto suppressed
nstincts to seek outside help or trans~human support. Today humanilty
% 18 reaching a dead end where, on its own admission, its problems have
expanded to almost insoluble proportions. Its wiser leaders begin to
confess that it needs help from sources beyond itself, that human power
unaided by spiritual wisdom and strength, 1s not sufficlent to deal
( with such wide and explosive problems. It has come to witness in i1ts
own time how a rapidly-developing civilizatlon unillumined by spiritusl
content, must end in tragedy. The painful contradictions which were
always inherent in materiaslism came glaringly to the surface during
the wartime climax of world crisis., They forced many to look beyond

their own resources for guidance and strength. Where else could they
which

look except to religion, mysticism or philosophy? Events opened a
passage 1into their hearts B 2 spiritusl impulse could
enter less obstructed by the obstacles which formerly blocked the way.
A world in crisis has found that without higher guidance there is
only perplexity. These are critical and momentous times. Spiritual
values alone stand out as the really worthwhile and enduring things
toddy. There is no other hope for present-day humanity than this

~— earnest repentant effort to lift itself. Ie have to find a more
spiritual way of looking at life, or pay the penalty for fallure to do

so. There can be no standing still. The world has fought long enough
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against the truth, but in the end it will {ind no other way out of
its troubles than by accepting it.

The divinity within us, the Overself, is always there even
when we disbelieve in it and its presence is the secret why sooner
or later there must be a reaction in human life towards spiritual
values. Only after we realize vividly our human insufficlency and
our human inadequacy are we likely to turn toward it for help,
sustenance and strength. When we feel deeply how imperfect is our
knowledge, how uncertain and limited our happiness, how weak and
sinful our character, we may become sufficiently humbled to turn
our faces imploringly and devotedly toward our higher selves for
relief. It is thus that we are really able to progress. The need
to progress from an inferior to a superior kind of 1life was never
more urgent than today. We must take the lesson of the prodigal son
deeply into our mind and come, like penitent sinners, to prayer
before the higher power.

When contemporary man looks outward on the contemporary scene
he is distressed by its violence. When he looks lnward for the Soul's
confort, he is bewildered by its silence. To the objector who says:.
"We know nothing about a Higher Power and we have lost the capacity
for simple faith in it," the answer is that there is a way whereby he
may discover by his own inner experience the truth about its existence.
But he must follow this way and practice its methods. "Knock and it
shall be opened unto you,"™ does not mean that a single act is enough.
Rather does it involve a whole series of acts. Nor does it mean that
knocking in the wrong way or at the wrong door will bring about the
desired opening. This single sentence of Jesus, put pldnly out of his
deep insight into universal laws, embodies a whole course of instructions.

Faith which humbly acknowledges the existence of a higher power,
1s a true instinet planted in the heart of humanity. It is supported
by the proper use of Reason although it may be throttled by the un-
balaneced use of intellect. Let no one be ashamed to kneel in prayer,

¢ or irked to sit in meditation. DBecause a man professes such a faith

&EE?EOP practices communion withidotl 1t does not mean he thereby discloses
feeble intelligence. Why should the modern man leave religious faith
and mystical practice to women? Have not an innumerable galaxy of
historical stars in the past been men who drew the power for great
deeds from these deeper sources? Rightly understood such faith and
practice do not enfeeble men or narcotize their minds; it is only
superstitious religion and false mysticism that do so. Rather do
they exalt the mind and calm the heart. The reverent worship of, or
inward communion with, a higher power is indispensable to the fuller
human life.

A great and holy mystery lies enshrined in the world's blatant
failure and heavy crisis. When humanity finds itself with its back
to an impassable wall, when it seems to reach the utmost limit of
disasters, when the agony of utter helplessness crushes it down, it
stands close, very close, to the Gate. If in such moments it will
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reorient its thoughts in sincerest self-surrender to the Divine

and in fullest humility of the ego; if too it will calmly accept

the disvaluation of all earthly things which truthful reflection
upon 1ts situation should yield =-- then the climax ol its outer
suffering and inner defeat will be reached. If, with patience,
repentance, ¥eform and acceptance of life's higher purpose accompany-
ing its prayers, it will stretch forth its arms into the darkness and
plead that Peace may come forth again, it will not plead in vain. The
higher Self will take a hand in the game, taking possession of the
conscious mind at the same time for some memorable moments at least.
Relief will mysteriously appear and rescuing hands will move towards
it. Courage will arise and the strength to support what is un-
changeable will be given, thus promising a tranquil heart even in
the midst of a troubled life.
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CHAPTER VI: MAN IN _SORROW _AND HAPPINESS.

There are at least six things whose quick attainment end uninterrupted contin-
uance all of us unconsciously desire but which none of us ever find in their com-
pleteness, We want: a happiness unmixed with sorrow, & life unbroken by death, a
health unsaddened by sickness, a freedom unhindered by restraints, a knowledge un-

tormented by questions end a hermony with 211 other people,

The tragic riddle with which life confronts us and which has to be solved, if
we are ever to know peace, is that the instinctive nature of man bids him seek happ-
inesgs but his imner life shows sorrow and sin, his thinking mind shows conflict and
doubt, his outer enviromment pretends at times to give him happiness but never does.
It gives him, instesd, occasional pleasures but soon brings misery and pain treasding
at their heels or appearing as their background., How can anmyone be happy today, it
will be asked, when most of his existence is like that? What, then, is his highest

happiness and where is he to seek it?

Moreover, 'intolligame, tortured by such terrible events as our war-wounded and
crisis—stricken generation has seen, demands that they should at least be redressed
by & higher purpose, And it demands an answer to the further guestion: "What is the
function of suffering in humen life?" All these are questions no longer for those
alone who are interested in religion and theology. They are for all mankind, whose
existence and future have become so uncertein and so imperilled. [Evarything vhich
happens to us may be considered in two different weys. There is no painful event
in & men's life and no sorrowful contect with another person which camnot be regard-
ed from two different points of view, and which will not then change its cheracter
and importance according to the particular point of view., Each result may be correct
but, by itself, it cemnot be complete., On the one hand, there is the practicel, per-

sonal, obvious end immediste approach. On the other, there is the metaphysical,
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impersonal, profound end ultimete approach.

411 sl telk notwithstanding, the fact remains that very few people are
really in & position to contemplate their own lives and fortunes with the genuine
detachment demanded by the metaphysical approach. For our naturel and humen view
of them is based upon our finite reactions, our limited senses, our short-range per—
ceptions. In the midst of personesl anguish, it is easy to lose perspective. Three
instences will show this clearly enough. First, we rarely stop to weigh our own dis-
tresses against other men's., Second, when we ere inclined to rurmur ageinst hard
fate, we rerely belance our troubles ageinst our adventaes or our physical diffi-
culties against our spiritusl possessions. Third, when our personal situation works
to our adventage we ere often satisfied with things as they are, but when it does
not, we become discontented with the world as it is. The insufficiency of our ord-
inary attitude towards experiences &and events, is that our perspectives are too
short; we divorce them from their relationsghip to the larger problem of the universe
iteelf, We feil to see present distresses from a long-range metaphysical gtand-
point. The truths uttered by philosophy, however sympathetically, may seem cold and
drear—at the time——to one who keenly feels a personal anguish or is brokenhearted
over a femily bereavement, They may offer no comfort to the suffering men., Yet
they cennot be denied by the wisdom of the mind even when the limitetion of the heart
refuses to receive them, E; all depends on where we stamd, If life is & constant
burden to some, it is luminous inspiration to others. Is it not a curious fact that
the same trouble which weakens one man adds strength to another; the same dissppoint-
ment which renders one more selfish renders another more sympethetic; the same diffi-
culty which dulls one mentelity rouses the intelligence of amother; the same environ-
ment vhich helps to degrede one person stimulates enother to overcome it and thus

to evolve., A reversge or disappointment which hardens and embitters one man against

—
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his fell.low; may soften end mellow another men, The same experience which multi-
plies the mistekes of fools, corrects those of the wise, " A fool is he who soon
forgets Dap;éasion'a legson when 'tis passed," wrote Ratnasekherasuri, a wise old
Indien macter of the Jein feith, five hundred years ago. The hard reality and
hareh truth of these lines is still needed today. | We naturally resent the painful
charecter of certein experiences and question the wisdom which brings them to us,
even though we may admit in calmer moments that they have really helped to shape
our cheracter or sharpen our intelligence. £ just philosophic attitude demands,
however, thet we belance these resentful feelings against the joyful epprecistion

with which we greet pleasant experiences., In the midst of grim relentless torment

_we cammot see its use or justice, but in the calm long-range perspective of time we

mey see it as part of the divine leading towards our true goal, If & certein kind
of unpleasent experience is necessary to the growth of our character, émd if life
eventually gives it to us, it is then not only to be met with resentment and depress-
jon, if we must indulge in such negative superfluous luxuries, but elso with con-
structive enelyses and the will to meke it serviceable in some way. If prosperity
has created an errogant pride in us which will ultimetely lead to our downfall,
poverty mey create the humility which can save us. Loss of fortune, loss of health
or loss of friends are extremely unpleasant but they are sometimes competent tutors
in disguise, Whed ever this is so, it would be an error to call them evils of life;

more correctly, they are ills of life.

Then we cen gage down impartielly and indifferently upon our own person, the
troubles and burdens which travel with it will assume & changed garb. We, with our
limited viewpoints, want only what we call pleasurable gituations to exist but the
Infinite Intelligence, with its infinite viewpoint, is wiser. A continuous personal
heppiness is not always the best life even if it were obteinasble, which it is not.

Unpopular t}'mugh these views mey be and unpalateble though their first taste is,
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unless personal wishes rather than observed fact are to rule our thinking, we have
no other alternative in the end than to accept the findings yielded by the higher
standpoint, even though we accept them reludctantly and sadly,

Many sufferers see no chastening lesson to be learmed from their loss or
trouble; rather, they feel it to be senselessly damaging to their material and
moral life, Quite often there is apparent jJjustification for their attitude bdut
it is only a superficial justification., Under the precise operation of cosmic
law, life would not have brought it to them had it really been unearned or else

unnecessary. To underetand what is happening

ot ONVY |

mankind collectively, we|need to use[fhe orc

to us individually as well as to
nary social, political, economic

and other concepts which the historian uses, but also two special concepts which
a true philosophy uses, They are: the factuality of the law of recompense (karma)
and the ultimate irresistibllity of spiritual evolution (the path ordeined by
the World-Mind for man). They have been explained in earlier books, but im

their use and application here their meaning will gradually become clear,

Both men and nations are disciplined either by the sad consequences of their owm
actions or by the necessities of their inward growth. The destiny which foreordains
80 many of our sorrows is self-earned, partly during the present and partly during
enterior lives, or else wholly during the ome or the other., We are not punished by
a God who sits remote from our struggles and indifferent to our misery. We are pun-
ished by our own sins, deficiencies, misjudgments, incapacities or disequilibriums,
What we have wrought in the lives of others will ultimately be wrought in our ownm,
vhen the ReNERT it o G Ly GHlG SHVe-OPISt. Ve ahell stird removing our
miseries as soon as we start removing our ignorance of the laws and their governance
of 1life--not before,

Suffering seems useless when it forces concentration solely and entirely upon
its own pain, when it arouses resentment and when it creates despair. How, then,

could 1t help our spiritual progress? This criticism is only a surface view,
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Something of instructive or redemptive value is always being achieved through
it. The divine laws are impelling everything and everyone onward and upward.
We are moving little by little in spite of ourﬂﬂ;lwn. But we are moving through

the pain and suffering generated by blindness incapacity and selfishness. The
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_5+ ®m mistekes in sction which we meke lead to results thet in turn lead to doubts sbomt
‘p.-‘ ouresivesy-abowt—others, about omrselves, about others, about our beliefs and attitudes.
Thus 1ife tends to correct our world-view, for our deeds are unconsciously based upon
this view.
How often has seeming trouble masked approaching better fortune? How often
have exterior frustration and disappointment led to interior comsclation and
development? How often has a crucial test of character been masked as good or evil
fortune and an excellent opportunity been hidden in an apparently unpromising or
trivial affair? There are tragic end terrible events which seem utterly evil at the

time they happen but which seen disguised boons later. When suffering, like a

mgao-n-’n knife, is applied to a rotten part of character, the operation may be as
durably beneficial as it may be temporarily painful. The experience of outward
loss may turn a man to inward gain. It is an unpleasant heppening but it is also
)77 $~a thought-provoking stimulus. If the suffering that follows wrong ncfcion drama-
tically discourages any tendency thereto and picturesquely deters its repetition, we
mtceuetoloakupmp&-umutheoulygoodanﬂpaiautﬁaonheﬁl. The
cosmic force, which deludes undeveloped minds into taking the sense-reports of things
as their real nature, reflects itself in the cruder force which deludes developed m-in:s
into taking evil situations as good ones and good situations as evil ones. We are
spiritually short-sighted. We do not always know what is good for us, do not always
see a friendly hend in disappointments that turn us from a foolish, hermful wrong
or unsuiteble course, No dictionary has yet taught us the true meaning of pain,
pleasure, happiness and sorrow. There is no situation so evil that the philosopher
cennot see some good in it, nor any situation so good thet he cannot see some evil in it.
£ Only, what he may mean by these terms will be based on a long rangsfview, too long
indeed for the mass of conventional people to appreciate,
Tt 18 true that 1ife at times brings even good people anguish and disappointment.
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For them to watch a dear friend or neer relative fall into wrong courses that yield
sorrow or disappointment in the end, and to feel that there is mothing they cam do
about it, 1s a particularly sad experience. But it is also true that it brings, if
only they will accept them, the compensation of sounder Judgment and the consolation
of higher values. Or perhaps some horrible experiences have brought homes to them
the fact that their attitude was inadequate to explain and meet all circumstances,
In that case, to suffer amd suffer blindly until reason calls out in rebellion and
emotion questions loudly in despair, is not without evolutionary meaning, for it
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forces either & needed revision of this sttitude, a needed development of new cap-
acities or else a needed deepening of the understanding.

Not all sufferings are earned, however; mot 21l descend on us in punishment or
retribution. Some come only under evolutionary law out of the infinite will and
wisdom of the Overself, to help us, either as single personms or as entire peoples,
develop better character, evolve new qualities and foster more intelligence. EQui'be
often we do not see the benmefits of our sufferings until they are long past. Come-
times, in a chastened mood, we can fill in the pattern which was woven between & past
act and a present circumstance. But sometimes we cannot, In that event we may be
able to do so many years later, when more of the pattern of our whole life has un-
folded itself. Alasl the education which comes through mistekes and failures some-
times seems to come too late to be of use in this lifetime, when it is not till middle
or old age that we comprehend its lessonms at ell, But the reality is that we shall
on.mthuuomtatheneurtbirth.Erethouﬁoreputoldmaﬂ‘bluﬂarmin
and agein into old sins, incmbl+f them by life's painful lessons? This is not =
really so., It is unfortunate that they do not usually kmow at the time that they are
meking these mistakes in judgment, displaying these feults of character or committing
these gins in conduct. Indeed, it is often mot until some years later that they may
meke th:i.s startling discovery. It is equally unfortunate that others learn their dmmm.

lessons at 2 high cost and often learm the wrong lessons in the earlier and more lim-

ited stages of their experience.

The extent to which they learn from suffering mey be very small. Hence, time
end plenty of it is needful. That is, they need to come to earth agein and egein.,
This educetive result cannot be achieved with & single experienmce., It is mecesserily
a cumulative result, achieved through innumerable experiences extending through many
lives. mt-mgmmwmmmmmmmameammam

—1ife is 6ften so infinitesimal that we might well believe the incernation a wasted
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one if we looked at it elone, But we need to look at & whole lengthy string of in-

carnations before we can see clearly that it really must have contributed to the
appreciable gain there shown, We may not see what neture has evoked in them by the
processes of experience through which she mkela them pass when it is so slight but
nevertheless it is still there,

Every ego pesses through numerous births from which it gradually but inevitably
learns the art of living, These experiences are intended to release latent virtue,
unfold letent wisdom, develop latent power and expamd both intellectual and intuitive
consciousness, But they do not do this all at once. Hence, it is confused and gyl
bewildered by their apparent aimlessness, their seeming cruelty. They will certainly
do so ultimetely, however. Time has a mysterious value and will trensmute the deep-
est woes into & benign wisdom. Eternal lessoms lie hidden m:ﬁfw exper—
hnne-s. In the moment of illumination when the necessity of sorrow, frustration or
edversity is at last perceived, in that moment the mind overcomes its bitterness and
mitigates its pain, It perceives, then, thatithe divine Idea is here to befriend it,

not affright it, Eor the man who is striving to become spiritually conscious, dis-

tresses provide either stimulus or opposition, &= + to forget an old grudge
1lifts him to & loftier plame, If he cen diacmt:loml feelings sufficient—
1y to keep the ego out of them for a while and then look back &t his miseries and
heartbreeks, his difficulties and defeats, he will see & meaning in them and a purpos
to them, From that serene disengsged insight he will deduce the existence of mean-
ing,oﬂar,and intelligence in the whole world, He will understand them that all this
dismaying experience hes not been in vain and thet its roots have lain largely within
the needs of his own development or within the defects of his own character, These
distresses are in every man's path, he who nears attaimment no us?‘ﬁ € who ig-
nores the very thought of it, They must be regarded impersonelly, studied and under-
stood, if they are to be overcome through wisdom rather than repeeted through ignor-

ance. They ere tutors, albeit® expensive ones. They are, if used rightly, weys of
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learning nasty but needed lessoms and improving low or inferior values, They teach

N‘Q’J;{ some particular aspect of truth, and thus stimulute progress. | Humanity swims for-

ward on & giresm forwed from its own tears. The resl purpose of the shifts of ex-
perience, with changee of fortune from joyous to miserable bappenings, is the ideas
they suggert, the sttitudes they elieit, the cherscteristics they draw out from it
Npmumumnmht.Cnmmnhmmm
| gheroster end develop intelligense, If veflection has not alresdy led us
to do so, them peinful experience will imevitably lead us to comsider its nocessity.
—~ ifver sll, if such an experience mekes us perceive clearly amd forces us %o nole cons-
clously thet we are seriously deficient in certain eassentlal qualities and thus &
starts us on the way to amendmemt, it comtributes to owr progress. How, them, can it
be evil? nammanmuu%mu
it involves & purge of our imefficieacies and our errors? It is necessary so long as
certain lessons remein unlesrned, and so long as it teaches where argusent fails. If
it brings home the coansequences of having chosen wromgly, it justifies a plage for

- §teell in the univergal scheme ol things.
(the)
mms-mu-hmmuvﬂl—ﬂ-m-ﬂn

ponsation and svolution. Ve may bese our gemeral pelicy of living on selfish inter-
est, on upsurges of emotiom, on calevleting cumning or om idle drifting with the
tide of circumstences, Tn comsecuence,we may find momemtary bemefits but we shall
pob find permanent ones, Or we may base it op philesephy, If we do so, we desert
the old geme of trial, ervor snd suffering amd begin to live by undersbanding. In
Npmnm,nummmmmmmmmh-.[ff-
nun can look impersonally at his ewn pregent life and anslytieally et his own past
history, eomprehension will begin to be borm and later, out of that, mastery. He %o
vhon the purpult of morel excellence and practical wisdom is something more than a
phrage, will find both in the fortupes and misfortunes of existence helps to achieve
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his aims. He will see the mistekes he has made, what psychological causes led up to
them and what extermal consequences they themselves led to; and seeing, he will
suffer., If this suffering engraves a new and higher attitude upon his mind, it will
not be regarded as something to be avoided but rather as something to be accepted. If,
perceiving this, he cooperates consciously and deliberately in the gestation proces_p
he will triumph over it, Outpf the suffering, thus properly regarded, he will drew

e heightened power to control his lower self and a heightemed capacity to understand
ﬂ. Every fresh experience will then become like oil to the flame of his growing un-

derstanding.

This result is arrived at only because he changes his attitude to that of an
eager learner and Wl rejects the syt egotist interpretation of life for the
impersonal one, To others, suffering merely brings dulled comsciousmess but to such
a man it brings a cycle of new growth., Whatever severe anguish enters his life for
the first time or the fourth time, be it the unmheralded turn of fortune for the worse
or the unanticipated amxiety of surprising events, be it the wrong-doing of a human
being or the tragic news of & written letter, be it a painful illness or a tremendous
failure, he instinctively asks himself such questions as: "Why has this come to me?"
or "Why has this person entered my life?" and then reflects impartislly, oooyL and
slowly, until he can discover its physical or inward significance. For life would
not have brought it into his experiemce if it were not his due, which meams if he
had not earned it or needed it. Such philosophical amalysis often shows him that
causes within himself are responsible for many external happemings, Awakened by
suffering to remove defects or to cultivate needed qualities end thus improve him-
self, he transmutes it into an asset. zm defect in character or deficiency in
judgment is seen to lead in the end to a deficit in happiness. The problem of mek-
ing right choices or wise decisions is no easy one. [:un can help change the coursa
of their destiny by changing the shape of their character intelligence and taltnb
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01: the fom,energy,hsalth and condition of their body, If they inertly accept them-
selves as they are, they must also accept the fulfilment of their destinmy. When the
law of recompense lays out this destiny with hard living conditions or unwanted mis-
fortune, they are dissatisfied with its harshness. If, instesd, while trying to re-
lieve the conditions or remove the misfortunes they gracefully accepted the law as

a just one, they would demonstrate wisdom and shorten the period of suffering, Elhere
a sufferer finds that he camnnot mend a bad enviromment or camnot undo a tangle of bad
kerma, then he should mend the wey in which he views them., Where he camnot gquickly
adjust his outer circumstances, he can and must adjust his imner self, When he can-
not extricate himsgelf from a dishermonious enviromment by the integral use of intense
endeavour &nd ingpired imagination, he must learn to look omn it with new eyes. Ii&:
is the use that hermakes of his sufferings thaet determines their values f%}.lﬁ
the recognition that his faults punish him and his wesknesses betray him, with a wise
and impersonal attitude towards his troubles--whatever his persomal feelings may be—
he can turn them into assets, But if he .:feta those feelings sweep him away into bitt
erness, hatred or resentment, malice, fear or selfishness, they will remain as debita
It is not only unscrupulous conduct and injury of others that brings eventual retrib-
ution, Bitter thoughts and resentful feelings, negative ideas and umbalanced emot-
ions will affect not only the quality of a man's character but, if strong snd pro-
longed enough, also the quality of his fortumes. Troubles may come to him which
would not otherwise have come tomiwiw, Emmities may be created or kept alive which
would not have touched him or, touching, would have died down. If his experiemce of
life has soured him, he may be sure thet his thinking about life has something to do
with the unhappy result. Ehon the mind's negatives reach a certain degree of strength,
a certain depth of intensity, or when their repetition extends over a sufficient per-
jod of time, a physical manifestation may eventuslly follow. A man's actioms are
largely predetermined and his Sortunes largely predestined by no other power or cre-
ture than himself, Both arise out of his own mature. He may teke a misfortune as &
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final defeat and sink By the wayside of despair. Or he may teke it as a first chall-
enge and rise to the summit of determination. In the emd, it is his thought about it
that matters. His attitude towards these happenings is not less important than the
happenings themselves. The creative thought comes first; its visible results will
come later., The finer the guality of the ome, the better will be his satisfaction
with the other, This is no mere dream but solid actuality. Experience advances this
thought and history effirms this truth. Mussolini kept & loaded revolver in a draw-
er of his desk for several years, ready for immediate use against his own life if
events went too badly for him, How much did this sustained concentration on death by
shooting have any relation to the fact that he did ultimately die in that way?

There is no man who cannot achieve some degree of improvement in his character
and his conditions, often in his health too., There are always creative uplifting
forces lying latent within him waiting to be drawn on and used for his progress and
his service, It was a favourite practice with the young Disraelij, even so early as
from the age of fifteen, to utilise his creative imagination and picture himself as
England's Prime Minister, which height he did of course attain. Em a man—even &
whole people—finds himself in terrible affliction and desperate straits, with every-
thing done that he could have done and yet no way out, it may be worth his while to
consider a method of seeking relief that was universally used emong the ancients who
are long dead and is still used to some extent among the Orientals vho are mow alive,
Let him become an ascetic for a time, "put on sackcloth and ashes," in the pictures-

‘que Biblical phrase, and by this enfeeblement of the ego's habitual pride and humili-

ation of its self-sufficiency, he may succeed in prayerfully invoking the aid of

higher forces. Such an expression of his own helplessness will become more effect-
ive if accompanied by penitent prayer, by fasting and the restraint of passion, or
through a restricted diet and other discipkimes. This philosophic procedure is an
heroic one and few may feel able to follow it, but the results are nearly always goodf_’_

and even gometimes miraculous.
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enpushe i rouT—eoursoy-nowosar, |With all its blunders and all its sins, human-
ity may profit by its sufferings, its blood and its tears, and reach forth to grasp
the great truth that & divine process of compensation and justice does rule the
world, The fallure to understand such cosmic law and the neglect to obey it are res-—
ponsible for more of its miseries than eny other single cause, The terrible fact is,
so many people fail to meke this link in comprehension between their sins and their
gorrows thet their painful experiemce is apparently wasted. This failure is the re-
sult of their letting themselves be deceived by the blind ego and misled by the lower
emotions., It is a truth, although often obscured at times by & cloud of bitter feel-
ings, that the disappointment of personal expectations and the frustretion of worldly
desires are often one way in which life seeks to educate the ego and disciplinme its
character. The inability to perceive this does not really waste the experience, for
the subconscious mind hes ebsorbed and memorized it. At some time, in some way, it
will be digested into significance, however slight. Dn his strivings for whet he be-
lieves desirable, man does wrong or commits mistekes. Later, the resulis are reflect
ed back to him in sorrow and trouble. It is neither strange nor asccidental that the
same painful combinations of circumstances seem to repeat themselves in so many diff-
erent peoples! lives, MWen is ordinarily neither amenable to resson's voice nor obed-
ient to intuitioni! promptings. If he is to acquire elevation, he must first at-r.quire
experience, 'Hie long evolution operates by providing from without an increasing area
of experience and from within an increasing refinement of consciousnmess. @eut of

the conflict of humen emotions, he is working nesrer to divine intuition; out of the
struggle of humen ideas, to divine intelligence. He will come to see in the end that
there is no other way to overcome suffering than by comguering evil, removing ignor-
ance or developing capacity. Good is the only real power and evil a ghifting phen-
omaf:Jaike the cloud. In yielding to evil or being content with ignorance, he draws
to himself suffering and the eventual result of suffering is to force him to turn his
fece back sgain towards the good, the true and the real, He cammot forever travel

slong with & mekeshift happiness and & substitute salvation. The experiences of life
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Each
have peaning, purpose &nd instruction for him, ﬂ,\ea.r't.h:!y incarnation provides him

with them and thus provides=iiw® with the means of self-development. If this purpose
is achieved, then the suffering which intermittently accompanieg those experiences
can be celled evil only from a narrow and limited view of things. He gets knowledge
et the cost of such so-called evil, experience at the price of such suffering. Out
of these recurring lives on earth, he accumulates diverse experiences and passes from
error to truth., All of them, both good and evil alike, are in the end a means to dew
elop character, nurture intelligence end unfold intuition. Out of their fruits, he
accumulates the tendencies, knowledge, inspincts and attitudes which meke him whatk

he is, More than that, his consciousness eventually opens up on Mﬂ level.,

Nature directs her operations to this emd., Life is not so monotonously futile
as it seems. PEach entity's suffering becomes & medium through which in the end it
evolveg & higher form of its own life, If it can look upon every experience as an
opportunity to learn wisdom and thus draw nearer to finsl enlightemment, nothing
that heppens to it will be unfruitful and everything can lead to a mentel or nmra.].’

ch an entity)wioseiss
enlargement, And what is not less val e is will also draw nearer to the

true heppiness, whose quest is consciously or unconsciousgly the most magnetic of all
its motivations. But if we are sceptics and do not believe that & moral law governs
our exigtence or that & spiritual purpose has been set for our fulfilmemnt, we shall
then deceive ourselves utterly about our experiences. We shall rejoice over events
which will later bring us suffering or moan over events which now bring us to a2 helt

in evil, and therefore dangerous, courses.

It is sensible to bemoan pagt experiences if at the same time we try to learn
the lessons they teach, but if we do not make this effort, them it is silly. In the
first case, we mvert stumbling blocks into stepping stones. In the second, we whip
ourselves qﬁita needlessly. We may use our agonies of guch experiences to burn out

F 3
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the ego's dross or we may permit them to increase it. The choice is our own,

Most people think only of improving their fortunes, few of improving themselves.
Not that philosophy would balance the one against the other, for it recognizes that
their spheres are different, but that it would stress the foolishness of ignoring ¢
higher values., All men create certain velues for themselves but evolution forces
others upon them. So long as they are baesaaﬂ with their own imadia'l;e aims to
care for the ultimate ones of humen life itself, so lomg will they suffer the inevit-
sble consequences of their obsession, All other blunders follow inexorsbly from this
the primary one, If you want to wish another men well, the best you can wish him is
not inerease of fortune but increase of wisdom, not more good heslth but more intuit-
ive awereness of his Overself, For with these two—wisdom and aweremess—he will al-
so be in a better position to secure the others—fortune and hezlth,

The School of Sorrowful Experience,

So meny people ask why God permits such a vast world crisis to oppress mankind
and the horrible menace of a third World War to engulf menkind? They point out that
both ecrisis and war are filled with evils and sufferings, end so stippled with dark
vicked forces and callous inhuman sins, that the general effect seems only to brut-
alize and degrade mankind. The worse that world conditions become the more some
think in their despair either that God does not care for humanity or evem that there
is no God at all, Where, they agk, are the signs of spiritual evolution in such
happenings? There can be no correct snswer to these questions unless we clear our
minds of the confusion involved, which is itself the result of & one-sided ego-cent—
ered outlook—whether it be the outlook of the gross materialist or of the unen-
lightened religionist. Eoo meny have been stirred by their compassion for suffer-
ing creatures to disbelief in, or even hatred of, the God who permits such sufferings
to exist. But let them not deprive God too hastily of his much-praised goodness.

Let them not belicve also, in their limited, finite and dim understanding, that the
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Inli‘ini}'.o Intelligence is capable of meking eny mistekes. Do not the earlier reflect-
tions suggest thet some part at least of life's sorrow and pein is neither mesningles
nor purposeless in the divine Idea? Does it ever occur to the doubters that the nor—
mal attitude towards suffering, as towards death, is not the attitude which that In-
telligence takes towards them? That whether a painful experience is really evil (or
good)is largely relative to the cheracter or situstion of the person undergoing it?
That when they ask in prayer for its relief as an evil, they ascribe humen character—
istics to the Supreme Spirit and thus unconsciously claim knowledge of it? If they
could form any conception of the Infinite Power with their limited minds s it could
not at best be more than the merest illusion of the Power, since the latter is utter-
ly inconceivable to human thought. Et is & fact which is everywhere admitted that
the nerve-strains to which people have been subjected by this crisis genmerate fear,
hopelessness end even despair, It is elso a fact that it is natural for some human
beings to seek a way of escape by sinking deeper into a sensual and frivolous life,
end for others to find it in religious or mysticel devotions. The first group take
the way which is easy on the ego, but the escape which they find is iljusive and sup-
erficial while the second group teke the way which is hard upon the ego but more help
ful in the end, Those who take neither of these ways, nor the third wey of immersion
ticlﬁ.c hopes which are also illusive and superfieial,although in a diff
mann

eren all into stolid dulled apethy. Ef one purpose of human life upon this s
earth is to unfold spiritually & section of humenity is drivem by the pressures

of crisis and the sufferings of war to seek such unfoldment, why should not the World-
Mind permit these draatié happenings? The same Nature which gives us mild belmy sum-
mere also gives us arctic cold winters. The same universal ‘l; which bring the sun-
light of noon also bring the midnight of darkness. The same which is bringing
infant humanity through its first fumbling steps towards ulfjrealization, is also e
permitting it to fsll and bruise itself because only so will humanity ever learn to
walk, Who can deny that at least ome section of humenity needs the whip of suffering
to act as & lesson in its moral education or &g punishment for its blind sins or as

stimulant to awaken it from stagnetion into evolutionary movement? Those who will
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take the trouble to look deep beneath appearances for realities may even see in
these very same world happenings the vindication of the World Mind's care for human-
ity and a demonstration of Its presence in the world.

To seek any way of escape from devasting happenings which seem to creep closer
and closer, without including the way of trying sincerely to fulfill the spiritual
purpose of 4s2m life on earth, is to live in e fool's parsdise, The indifference of
msn to the silent pleading of Truth and his displacement from the spiritual center
of his being, camnot last forever, It took the dangerous stresses of an unexsmpled
war to offer the second chance of a great initiation to the world, That could and
should have been a purifying process for those who had gotten too attached to earthly
things and who did not trouble to bother about why they were here at all. Since pain
end suffering are never welcome and seldom understood, the voice of woe rose in a
long lament and echoed over the whole planet. All were being given enother chance
$xrz for self-regeneration, yet few knmew it in their swrface-consciousness! Not only
may intense suffering help to arouse & lethergic nation or an inert individusl to
neglected duties but::if not toom prolonged, it may elso tend to awaken latent will
power, EI: would be absurd to declare that ell affliction serves destiny's ends.
After we have mede all sllowsnce for those calamities which are born out of our own
errors and sinsi-. and also for those with which the Overself forces our individual or
collectize development; and after we have further allowed for those which are the
n.e*t.i'.;uz.‘m.lh c-onsequancea of the interdependence of menkind, affecting us through the
freilty end imperfections of other people, it must nevertheless be admitted that
there remeins & proportion which are not of our own meking at all, Thence do they
come then? Although the suffering of human beings is often indicative that they
heve strayed from the right path, & part of it is elways coinecidental with human
exigtence itself. The affliction to which they are exposed mey not necessarily be
the conseguence of personel karma, It may be the consequence of being human.

Thoever uﬂstanda this statement, understands alreedy a quarter
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of the Buddha's teaching, When he pointed out on how precarious a balance all humsn
heppiness rests, he pointed out & selutery fact. The truth of his teaching about the
essentially sorrowful character of life is usually disguised by the pleasures s and
relaxations of life. It becomes apparent to the generslity of people only when it is
thrust prominenf; into their consciousness by horrors and tragedies such as those

of war. Our generation has had the tragic character of existence thrown into sharp
i:]jﬁ:f. It has glimpsed dimly by its own painful experience what philosophy alweys
dnew clearly by its tranguil reflection. /Among many other things the war and crisis
have been bold and unforgettable demonstrations of the fact that suffering is insep-
arably allied to life in this world. It is in fact forever with us, albeit on an un-
impressive and unimposing scele, It ig so familiar that we tend to remain wmtouched
by its normal existence. Only the extremely thoughtful who love truth or seek peace
take note of its ever-presence and seek algo for some deeper golution of its mesning
or tl_urable escape from its burden. Where is the joy whdch is not soomer or later-mi
mingled with sorrow? A happiness which is not mixed at some point or at some time
with migery, cen sewiesssd nowhere be found on earth.|The tides of fortune and wealth,
pleagure and pain, ebb and flow for all men, for would-be philosophersg no less than
others, Nobody can alter this naturel law, as nobody dare ignore it, It is this tant~
alizing alternation that constitutes the generel human experience. But whereas the
philosophers try to keep & steble mind through all such changes, the others do not or
cammot. This is because men whose happiness can exist only in company with externsl
things, have not found heppiness at all, For it will flee with the first flight of
those things, If pleasure is eventually turned into pain, if joy becomes later &
source of misery, then the happiness they get from such emotions is sadly limited and
pathetically deceptiva.[ﬁ younger peoples of the West must begin to learn what the
older peoples of the East have long been taught by their religionsg and philnsophiea.
We are being led to dissatisfaction with much of earthly life in itself and irrespect
of its circumstances, to a perception of the impossibility of finding peace and happi-

ness among earthly things slone, Ve have been too greatly in love with activity ;o‘lR%
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ovn sake, too infatuated with physical things and possessions, too deeply bound by
our lower desires to care for an outlook which had the slightest tinge of such Orie;t-
al pessimism or ascetic detachment, We have failed t-olaee that no scientific improv-
ment in the outward circumstences of living and no practical advencement in the out-.
# ward arrangementsof living, could be enough by themselves to bring us sny lasting set-
isfaction, If other men do not interfere with our contentment, if Neture herself does

not interfere, then Destiny, with her uncertainties and chenges, may intgrfere with it.

VWe have to learm that at some point hin our heart we must pass over f
on outer things for true satisfaction to| dependence on inwérd things. We have to create
within ourselves & stete of mind which will of itself give us the peace and happiness
that the world in the end so often fails to give us, But ell this said, it is still

needful to remember that telling sweltering men in the hot tropics that life is suff-

WHERETRL €
ering, as Buddhe told the Indians, mey be tc impart acceptable wisdom,/belling esgir
e

embitious and comfort-loving Furo-Americens the same thing may be to talk umecceptable

nonsenge,

He who recognizes that the power behind life is & beneﬁcfent. one and that even
the evils of experience are turned to ultimate evolutiomery good, easily becomes an
optimistic dreamer. On the other hand, he who recognizes that this earth is not E;-
tuue eternel home, that all human experience iz stamped with transitoriness, imperfect-
ion and change, easily becomes :‘pessimitic obgerver, A third type usually begins
with the thought thatprorldly life is & source of joy, but often ends in old age with

the thought that it is a source of sorrow,

The philosopher, however, does not let his belief in the ultimate goodness of
life push Rim to an extreme optimism, nor his belief in the ultimate unsatisfactor-
iness of life push him to an extreme pessimism. Intellectually, he couples and bal~
ances the two points of view; spiritually, he attains the perception of life's sublime
ami sorrowless basis. This lifts him sbove both the shallowness of optimism and the

cheerlessness of pessimism, and keeps him stsyed in imner peace. Is it possible to
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get ppinesgs,which is unlimited by chance and which will never sbate under any

change of circumstences? Philosophy snswers that, if we pursue its fourfold path to
N 'P‘ a successful termimus, we shall surely get such heppiness. EEithar in reflective moods
inspired by art, nature and reading or in relaxed ones prompbed by extreme gratifica-
tion, some people feel vaguely that there must be some kind of grander and nobler
being than this sadly-limited earthly ome, which is all that they know, But only when
suffering or privation has emphssized the tremendous contrast between the two, is their
feeling likely to stir the question whether they propose to do anything about it and
thus start the aspiration whose fullest expression is the path to finding of the soul,
T oy s ::“r@ quest of the Overselfi Eaeath is the only thing in life that is absolutely cer-
tein., It is more than a thousand years since Shankara, the Indian sage, remerked that
he is indeed a fool who wastes this precious chance of gaining salvation which birth
as & human being gives him, and fails to profit by it. Yet during our passage from
childhood to adolescence and thence to maturity and old sge, engrossed as wey are in
the personal cares and physical pleasures of living, we rarely deem it necessary to
undertake a search for this higher salvation, which comes from knowing and surrender-
ing to the impersonal truth sbout our existence here, This is because earthly life
binds us hand and foot and spiritual ignorance holds our eyelids down. But, in the
end, we can no more escape from following its quest than we can escape from eating
food, For it is an inexorable mnecessity of our inner being. Whether we like it or
not, we are walking into the spiritually-ruled life amyway, but, if we fail to do so
willingly we will walk imto it backwards—with 2ll the disedvantages of such a move-

ment!

There is on the one side, & hard end long way to truth and there is, on the other
side, & hard and short ome, The first is the way of being tutored by time, Nature's
evolutionary pressure and by the results of our thoughts and deeds. The second is the

way of voluntarily going out in direct seerch for the true goel itself. The first
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ggm works_out the meaning of those parts of its experience which are distressing.

The second deliberately tries to get at their roots and cut off their further growth,
We may flee from sorrow into various kinds of escape, including the onme which hides

t
in the refusal to believe it may ome day touch us too; but, %oat—lﬂ:e, it again re-
A

turns to haunt us. Or we may face it, study it and undorat-a::d it through philosoph-
ical perception, when it will be inwardly conquered for ever and outwardly avoided
wherever possible, Ehen, by virtue of loftier pre-matel lives, = man is capable of
following a purer, wiser and more spiritual course but refuses to do so, then the
Overself will eventually show its hand in one or another way, and bring about his re-
turn. It may release a series of rapidly-changing karmically-derived events,which
will show up wvividly, abr;tptly and forcibly the foolishness of his present course. Or
it will offer him attractive opportunity after attractive opportunity but elweys ter—
minate each experience with disappointment, disillusiomment or pain. Or it mey cause
him to lose everything in a catastrophe, and thus for the first time find himself,
Such a revolutiomary result is of course not only true for the individual destined to
engage in the quest during the present incarnation; it is true for 211 mankind at all
times. Or, sometimes at the height of his greatest successes, sometimes in the depths
of his greatest pleasures, it will make this man who has once been privileged to glimp-
se the Real--however briefly--suddenly perceive the limitations of success or the un-
satisfactoriness of pleasure. Such a thought will come to him as a continually-re-
curring mentally-depressive and action-pamlysing intuition. It will indeed be a mom-
entous message sent by his higher self, and one whose enswer will save or shatter him

for the rest of thet incarnation.

211 the varied experiences of our existence, the gratifications as well as dis-
appointments, turn to profit if they drive us to seek an answer to the question: "What
is the higher purpose of life?" When we discover that, along with whatever joys they

bring, these experiences in the external world harm our senses and hurt our feelings
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and that this alternation is their unavoideble constituent, we ere then inwardly pre-

pared for the idea of seeking the enduring happiness of the Overself.

How few can show themselves s stronger than life's joys! Yet they are the ones
who cen also show themselves stronger then life's sorrows. So many seek passionately
for the shadows of life and miss its mystical substance, whilst so few ever go inmto
reflection upon their human journey at all. ©Such reflection would show that we search
for happiness only because we have not got it, yet feel we ought to have it. This
statement is as true of the most brutalized and most animalized man as it is of the
most refined and most advenced ome. The need is felt to be paramount. ¥hy? Philoso-
phy answers, "Because the real essence of personality is the divine soul., Because this
soul continually exists in a state of unbroken happiness. Because even if we find all
that we want physically and intallsctually, n% still remain discontented, still
go on with the search for happiness, to:- the single reason thatje had not yet found
the soul itself, Because we monscioully and indirectly know this and therefore al-
weys hope on and hold on, clinging to life despite all the sufferings amd struggles that
it brings us. Because whenever we observe how innumerasble are the creatures, whether
human or animal, who cling desperately to life even under the most horrible conditions,
we observe also evidence of a subconscious recognition that the earthly incarmation -
possesses a value, purpose a.ud}neaning beyond its immediate ones. Em little, at this
immature stage of seeking amid externals, do men know that the treasures of bliss, sat-
jsfaction and possession are really all in themselves! The feeling of being incomplete,
unfinighed and imperfect harasses them; much of their unrest arises from it. But al-
though they may experiment with various means of assuasging it, although they mey seek
satisfection on different psths, they camnot overcome it except by taking to the final
quest. Although they think they are seeking happiness through the physical body, they
are in fact seeking it through the spiritual mind, This is so and must be so because

of the constitution of their own nature., This is why no soomer is ome desire satisfied
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then another arises to replace it. Thus, every thirst of the inebriate for further
drink is really & thirst,at e physical and lower level of development, for the Over-
self's bliss. ALl men are engaged in this seerch for the second self but most menff
are engag te unconsciously. They are seeking its stable satisfaction in differ-
ent transient weys. How few comprehend that their need of the divine self is a perm-
anent onel Most want to enjoy life in their way, which often is entirely dependent on
external things or on other persons, not in the philosophic way, which, whilst includ-
ing these things or persoms, is yet imwardly independent of them. Fwebbv=umny R11
oubliz!g desires fall away and unchanging emotionsl rest is attained only when ke 'l:\r\e

The serene happiness of the soulff can never be broken by the ang-
uish and mi person, No grief or passion, no fesr or pain can get into it.

That part of his being which alweys remains in hesven, is the Overself, That part
which descends to suffer and struggle on earth, is the personelity. The two are in-
dissolubly linked, although ignorance sees only the person. This separation in cons-
ciousness from the Overself is the fundamentel, if hidden, cause of man's perennial
search for happiness, now in one thing or through one person a.nd*hen in or through an-
other. But a happiness unhindered by some accompanying or subsecuent sorrow, he never
finds. How could he, if it does not exist in anything or anyone outside? His longing
will never be satisfied until it is diverted to, and satisfied by, the trenscendental
Overself, All through his successive appearances in different bodies, he is seeking
the wholeness, the bn happiness and the blessed fulfilment of union with his higher
nature, When he discovers and finally accepts that earthly things are transient end
contradictory, that the pleasurable are tied to the painful, and thereupon makes this

sesarch & conscious one, he is seid to have entered on the Quest.

211 forms @f life in this world, being finite and limited, involve suffering.

But life in mtpﬂggggy_m;ﬂ, which is not & distent place but an immer state, which

dable even b death,
is is gloriously free and therefore without suffering.
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The gix-things mentioned on the opening page of this chapter, always desired but
never found on earth, are so aluiiva precisely because they belong to heaven. But
heaven 1s a state of mind., It is indeed mind in its own purest being. Therefore,
Ym;gmay yet attain them here and now so lomg as he searches for them in the region of
thought and feeling &nd does not limit himself to the region of flesh and blood.
"The cause of happiness or misery is no other than one's self; it is an idez of the
mind," teaches Krishne, the divine messenger, in another ancient Indian text, the

Srimad Bhagevata. '
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CHAPTER VII &

Religionists call God, "The Mereiful," but it would be equally correect to use
the opposite epithet, "the Merciless." For if they feel grateful to God for pleasant
thinge and fortunmate events, they should logically be grateful also for the unpless-
ant things and unfortunate events. But they eren't. It would be wiser, therefore, to
stop aseribing both to God amd start aseribing them to the true source, which is most-
ly in themselves., People who ask for divime blessing, whether from God direet or from
one of God's saints, usually ask for it in the form of material benefits and worldly
advantages, Such people do not comprehend that the divine blessings may be sent through
physical sorrows amd worldly misfortunes, not less than through more wpmmmwise ways,
i little impersomal reflection upon the course of past events might L
discern good in apparent evil, Keats, with the intuition of a spiritual poet, felt 13‘

this too. "Do you not see," he wrote. halﬁtu,ﬁamuﬂammdpnmj_@_j

o)

™4

v mnmuwMamnummmnamr':g_emunﬂatw.m

the seekers of tomorrow. When it will not open of its own accord, them the heert mey
heve to be brokem to let God in, When 2 man's life hes lost its bearings, then the
ego may have to be mortified., For only when its own personal rule flickers cut, will
a diviner ome flame up., The World-Mind's method of humsn attrsction, and hence of
humen development, the mysterious therapy of its holy grace, involves the use of suff-
ering as one of its features, If the hand of man is responsible for so much of his
own or another's misery, the hand of God must be ultimately respomsible for all of it.
For the divinme wisdom has ordainmed the laws which in turn ordain that man shall pass
through the realm of affliction before peace rests on his face, |We may get the mean-
ing of suffering only when we get a whole picture of it, of the bright and the dark
perts, both, Some, like Mary Baker Hddy, rightly perceiving its irrelevance on the
highest planme, wrongly demy it any proper place anmywhere at all in the divine Idea.
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Others, like Charles Robert Darwin, persist in looking 2t the shaded pert of the plet-
ure only and remember the earth for its savege beasts and biologicel struggles, not
for the food it thoughtfully gives them or the flowers it gemerously provides them,
Both see it in & limited perspective., Still others, who persist in talking of Natume's
eruelty to men, ought to ask themselves whether it has ever been equal o mun's eruelty
to man? If there is too much cruelty in Nature's arrangements for man to approve of
ﬁ-ﬁllr,mu-muduﬁatpuhnplﬁmmmmorwhmth-irht-
ure's goals were to be achieved, If his heart comtimues to protest, let his head nev-
ertheless bow down, knowing thet it is in the presemce of & wisdom which is umubterably
infinite, If the governing laws of this universe were not bemeficent, there wouldy be
mo hope for menkind, But, on the comtrary, there is every ground for ultimate hope,
{2 /|1t needs renesbering thet the evils andpains of 1ife heve only a passing existence and
are relative to the good and joys of life, Their own existence is in the end controlled
'wmuu-msmwmﬂuummumurm. Such comple-
mentaries end relativities follow by necegsity as soon as this outwerking itself begins
afresh with every remewed cosmic period, How could any universe come into existence
ﬂmnmmmmmm.w-um,muuuﬁ:m
duality is the umescapsble and tragic side of its mamifestation. The existence of the
one opposite is a mecessary consequence of the existemce of the other. Those who ask
m:mﬂmmmhﬂwmtﬁqmﬂnmtwsaqhuw.
The ebb and flow between the opposites of joy and amguish, possession and loss, gives
man & sense of values which he could not gain to such a vivid degree in any other way.
Mmammmnwmmmm-lmﬂ‘n-m.
This helps him to form & juster estimate of bodily life emd earthly values, a truer
w«pﬁuotluw,aﬂhhtmmmuﬁomuﬂmﬂn-
N.C. ual life, L@:mummmnmuﬁmmm-w-ummw
our finite humen feelings, is to detract from our evaluation of the divine wisdom. Ve
mﬁommmwﬁeﬁlnﬂplhthnhﬂuit.!hmhmplucfor
these ugly shadows in the sublime Overself; they belong only to the world of appearances.
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Here they tragically exist; there they could mot even exist, This is the paradoxical
situation. They camnot be denied, as some dreamers demy them, but the reality behind
them, the original Power behind the universe itself, is good in the highest sense,
Euuldﬂhtmtﬂlhol.,nﬂdﬂmmtﬁcmmmthtmﬂfhhm
never been dethromed, mm“h-mﬁemuuwalmﬂ-msphno-
sophie man hears both the agony and the melody hidden behind it. Pain and sorrow do
not represent the whole truth of life, The pain is an everlasting Bliss temporarily
lost, The sorrow is an eternal Peace momenterily cbseured, Love will one day soothe
$he humen tumult; light will flood the world's dardmess. There is an infinite wisdom
1lhmnﬁounituuﬁiﬁthoﬂﬂtmmlwm§wu;hﬁofru
K3 owwmuﬂwmmmmn.%uhmam.. Ours

: e World-Aind|
is not a desd universe but a living ome, because it is & mental ome. All creative move-

ment of this wonderful cosmos is a memorial to the hidden Mind whose presence called it
forth. The expression of its genius is everywhere to be found, This Mind being a
Mm,ﬂhnm,mmmoﬁy:mx-hﬂdm:mn. It§ is
not higher in some places and lower in others. Everywhere, in every part of its cos-
mos and behind the life of every ome of its creatures, this supreme, infinite and all-
knowing uhiindlmt. And because it is infinite intelligence, it yields an infin-
itely intelligent World-Ides. There is indeed over-whelming evidemce that this is so.
rrmmummmmmumdnm.mg.nn-
ic's intultion and the philosopher's ingight find it. A man cammot expand his knowledge
of the imner working of Nature without expanding his reverence for the stupendous segacify
of Nature at the same time, Its existemce back of things hushes the mind in amezement
even when the first signs are detected, and much more when the full presence is discov-
Mol ered.|The world's evil and misery cammot possibly be exempted from its kmowledge and
' sovereignty, Vhen, even where he camnot understand the misery nor condome the fright-

fulness, & man can bring himself to sccept the logic of ite existence and with that]




8-

Laolrobstsy ord al aldl .JFeixs meve ton blwoo vedd exsdd (Falwe ylisolyetxd yods evel

btbfied witlaex odd Jud  medd vmeb aromseth emos as  Dbelmeb od Fommso vedl foldaud b

Jeanen Fuedgld edd mi booy sl JQleadl esrovimy odd buided wewod lamigiwo edd medd
audanuuammmnml.#:mmhu-u.-Mwmm-hm
-omnsmmmw--umwwummm .begordded meed Teven
ob worroa bms nlad .#lmmw--ﬂmwﬂumdmuﬂu
twtum':mdmnulhq.ﬂ Lo1Ll To dévsd elodw edd Imeserget Fou
oritoon yab emo [Liv evel .mmmm»um-ﬂ JJeol
mobalw edinlinl ms al exedl .saemixsb s'bltow edd booll Lilw Fegil 1 Lwd meawd ol
m.nm‘mﬂ—msmmu—dwsmwmwumax
a0 munﬁ:_%o¥£ﬁ.ﬂmmewmmmm

-avom evifseyo LIA ..i."‘m’-uzum.-ouuu.ﬁwuu-mu
ubmmmmmuumwwm.umm-mum

5 gated bmiM sidl .m&unwuumutumon + 310
al §II .lmﬂMbhﬁM:ﬁﬂM‘!ﬂnﬂ.ﬂuﬂM.ﬂm
-g00 adl Yo dzaq vrewe al (evedwyrevd .mﬂtﬂ“‘ﬂqmﬂ“ﬂd‘u
-Llnbu-#um”lm-.uﬂﬂnlh-mhaw batded bas son
-alni as sbiely #& (eouepiliedut edlullnl al i eausoed bak .‘-fmﬂu satwour
.uuaw:m_uumwuma M-M-Wvbﬂ.
-Jsunﬁ“.ﬂ‘hunhmﬂmMMU'mmu

ogbelvomy shibusgxe ommso asm A J4b ball $dgtant a'vedgosolldy edd bms moliludal a'ol
wmwmmmmﬂhmhmwmu
tnomessms nb bulbm edd, sedewd myutdd Yo dosd eomsdalxe adl Jontd emse odd #a exwdall lo

! mumm.ﬂﬂm“m.ﬂﬂwmmtnn-ﬂﬁm
mmxﬂuzmmﬂummmummitm@.mh‘
-&Mnﬁﬂuﬂmﬂﬂ%“.ﬂ““” @y letovos

uwnhmmmu:hm-#mwmmmms.cmm




sccept the universe too, he will kmow a great peace. Is it so hard to develop this
capacity of acceptance when resson shows him unerring wisdog in so much that he can
understend, when intuition tells him that love resides in the inmost heart of God's
rey—the soul--and when revelation informs him that all is ultimetely for the best in

.|« what he esmmot understend? ]_I_nmr sre those who object that suffering misges ites

purpose because it does mot carry its lesson with it on the surface, that a punishment
which is not recognised and understood as such, loses its moral effect amd defeats its
beneficent purpose, This criticism is especielly applied to the deferred comsequences
of ects done in earlier births, although it is a criticlsm which fails to remember that
everyone who resemts having to pay for the misteken scts dome in former lives which he
knows nothing of and who therefore considers the payment unjusi, will always accept
without the slightest guestion the advantuges and benefits which come from the right
ects dome in those pame lives.

The first answer is that if suffering were the only method brought to besr upon
the ego for ite up:lrltul development, the divine Idn could justly be sccused of being
brutal rether than edusative, mmmnofmmuuwdmman-
elops in a twofold way., It works from the outside through his envirommemi and from
the inside through his heart. Hence, alongside the experience of suffering there is
also gracious instruction to explain its meaning, Thie is givem extermelly by humen
m-nwm-ﬂmnm,mmuywmmammm
direct imtultions and valid reasonings. Sinee edversity snd paim teseh only a megative
nu,&-mtum;manmmam.amm. Therefore
1% is that some smong those who have risen om the crest-wave of ineight, sre sent back

or are ht from higher planet
1neﬂomldnmdﬁ%5'7mw-mwduﬂm-
end truths, Suffering by itself does not instruct man mor lead to cheracter reformation.

Iﬁwﬁnﬁhmmmmwmﬁtﬂtﬁnndﬁinm.n—
lightenment from without, In the first case, the quality of the thought and the
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intuition he brings to the suffering, contributes towards its educative effects. Im
the sccond csse, the quality of the spiritusl teaching he receives snd the spdritual
reading he does, has the same result, His own reflection bout it, or upon other menm's
teaching about it, brings out its lessons, Inspired prorhets, teschers, seges, saints,
philosophers and mysties huve appesred amongst us in every century snd one part of
their mission is precisely to make thoge lessons clear, Men do not care to heed them
mnumwhmummw-tﬂthofﬁanhlwﬂﬁm
own personsl lives, But it is their duty sand responsibility, not the teacher's, to
meke this comnection, The feullscies in their uncomselous interpretution of life's
meaning will have to be poluted out to thes by further painful vhere there ic
mo disposition to heve them pointed out by human teachers. | This to the second
answer, which is that the very obecurity of eny ceusal link existing between ein and
suffering, or between ignorence und suffering, or between ineapseity and suffering, is
intentional and delibercte. For it compels the sufferer to put to himself the question:
"Fhy has this come to me?" In the search for a satisfying snswer he slowly unfolds his
intuition and develops his intelligence., The suffering pesses but these feculties remainm
This whole situstion thus becomes = device to bring them out of latengy end fulfils
an importamt part of his gemersl evolution, Suffering rewains his tescher only until
he is willing to ageept tuition externally st the hands of prophets, seers or seges,
as well as internally from right reflection and intuition, If he will not listen to
any of these divine teachers, then he must listen to the disagreeable consequence of
his own wrong actions or persomsl deficiencles, If he will not correct in himself the
fsults productive of intellectusl mistekes and ethicel misdeeds, if he refuses to
learn from history and religion, from those gifted with insight or imepired with rev-
elations, either the lesson that wrong-doing does mot pay or the need of developing
what he lacks, and if he is not copable of lesrning im amy other way, then life has
no other recourse than to teech it to him through personsl snguish or ignominious hum-
m.uu.[
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Every mem 1= here om enrth to become
conscious of ""'“"5 self, Until he does accomplish thie task, he will be
led through varied experiences lnwhh:th:, experiences that will be punctuated at
times with pein, grief and disepyointaent but tinged st intervals with Joy, pleasure and
satisfaction to meke life besrable, He will certainly aecomplish it despite all lapses
ladnlllﬂhuknhoumﬂ:eﬂwlln,mauﬂummaﬁnlmm,uu
force him to do so. He vill be mude to enburk conseiovsly on it im the end becsuse he
ﬂlﬂmuittohﬁoulywh&ﬂrdvhhppimum The divine Overself
Mmtpﬂnmhiminhomnthnmaﬂntlmm&ahhﬁﬂ. But
nelther does it remeinm aloof snd indifferent, It sits gerenmely in the heart waiting to
nhmhhm.hﬂiu“llthntiupomrofm.atmnumm,u
hic own evolving spiritual veluwes will lead him to seek it, and that imstruetion and suff
ering will finally msike him aware of i%s presemce. fuch patience is immeesurable just
because the lLove is immezsurable, The diviae love is limited only by his opemmess to it
and his receptivity of it, mbmmitiuulm%n;pﬁdlm, it will not
mm»t“mumwmn.mmumhm.ma
tu-un'uth-ﬁrﬂtmilﬂﬂ-mwmﬂwmm. A salvation
mtuﬁﬁhmfmd,inMﬂmfmuanpmwmmuﬁm
ummmmu,wmumm::un.[m-m.nrmﬁ;mmm-
is remembrance of Me," said s Middle Esstern prophet. The only thing asked of overy
man is to turn about, change the direction of his outlook and face the Overself. Every-
ouilhmﬂhmolm-#m. Once he has foumd this presence, felt
this inspiretion, surrendered to this power, it will earry him seremely through whetever
troubles and erises, buffetings and upheavals life mey bring him, In this liberstion
of the self from its own desires, he will find the fulfilment of the self, the true sat-
isfaction which those very desires are umconseiously seeking. He wiil come, in time,
to feel thet this is the high purpose for which he himself came into this worid and that

NTD momnmmmnmhumumuumwmw«m.[,m
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human quest of heppiness is too often frustrated by some hideous physical circum-
stance, condition, lack or defect. The humen entity is drivem in the end towards the

..l-\

W, that is, towards religion, mysticism and phileosophy. And thus we 1..:)
&t their immeesursble value for menm (in ascending degree) and &t the important consec-
uences of his personmal world-view, rw"nmmmm,nm-m,m
what we bring to it. owtmvmmorunhmmmamnﬂw
concept of life, ummmdmumm,um-mfnoppm
muu.nahmm:mmm-wlmmuﬂu. But when we be-
mummw:&mmu,umhunm"mm. A
nmmmuwm,maamauunrmnm,umpum
pain and lightens the struggle of life, nhmldm.nm.hmd’
m&uum,uuyd-rmantm'mnnawm:;m-mm.mm
of its great truths and by musing earnestly on them, But at all times they may be

dwelt upon with much bemefit, hmmnmmmmua.nuanr--a

that philosophy is in quest of self-suffering, self-deprivstion and self-martyrdom;

if he does, he makes a grave migteke, For it never ceases to remember that if there
-mmlﬁmntho,munnqtm-,ﬁmmdumm-w,
pardon and love at the heart of iife, hmxuhrmmmhﬁmh
ﬁcmmmthmmhmﬁnhmp-wrwﬂuumnfru,
nor should it stop the hand that goes I m.[manmms
from the Infinite Being like Jesus and could mot have brought pity and taught
;muu-muzwmmm. If they nmo lomger suffered in
that |
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themselves, they still suffered for others. The pain was a vicarious ome, But this
howemsd must be noted, thet their thought was mot so much for peoplets bodles ss for
peopie’s minds anchearts: snd thet their compassion vas principelly directed mot to-
wards phyelcal sufferings, but towards mental ignorance; towsrds overlooked cauges
rether than mere effects. L;:wwmmmumm%:mmm painy
of life to its breast, nmmuummwi?g en inper
condition, it camnot be sundered sitogether from outer conditions; that the meterial-
ism which makes light of human will and everything of human circumstonce is as umbal-
anced ap the idealism which does exaetly the opyosite; and that iIf the kind of response
we make to the external world is importeant, what the externsl world does to us is mot
lulilmEﬁbhﬂl}lﬂmﬁrﬁeaﬁﬂﬂnﬂiﬂhiﬂﬂaulﬂhﬂn‘dk
eries becsuse it always accepts them asfhe dmescapable decree of God, or for thet other
vhich waits helplessly for (iod to come snd deliver it from its difficulties, lany
Bastern end even some Western mysticul leaders huve rightly teught the virtue of letiing
MMkﬂdmhMMlemﬂMdm
of believing that God kmows better than we do how to comduet its affeirs. As a direct
consequence of this, they have adopted und presched to others a ecult of complete soclsl
and persomal indifferentism, with the wholesale resignation to all happenings «s being
expressions of God's will, They have taught their devotees to submit to, or scquicsce
in, all events of whatever charscter, and
hﬂmmiﬂu{nﬂn:wttth-m—duwuh ne supeosl service to man-
uu.[mmmmmnufumzm circungtances, because
they are God's will, is sometimes judicious but dengerous. The history of
religion is alone elogquent om this point, How often hss selfish priesteraft, serving
the interests of a discredited group or a despotic momarch, adjured suffering mem znd
Mmmhmwmmmmumauhmnmum
beceuse divinely-willedl How often have energies which could heve been directed towards
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improving conditions, been wasted unused in useless hopes of pleasing God!

This weak attitude was long exploited in Indiae to claim caste—originally &
sensible and flexible arrangement——as a divinely-ordained rigidly-unslterable
institution, as it was teken advantage of in medievel Europe where each man was
supposed to be born in the place and class proper to him, sbove which he was not
given any chance to rise.

Philosophy freely admits thet some circumstances, events and happenings are
certainly divine leadings for us, whether pleasursble or painful, and it will be
wiser in the end not to resist them. But it also says that others are devilich
in origin end should certainly be resisted. Otherwise, they may lead us into
error and disaster, or encdurage their origimators to commit further crime. Again,
some events are the sweet fruit of good destiny and therefore represent opportun~
ity which ought to be seized. Bul others are the bitter fruit of bad destiny and
therefore represent traps, smares, pitfalls or troubles which ought to be warily
guarded against. The correct attitude is flexible; it is neither to sssume rigidly
ot all times 2 fetalistic willingness to become the passive prey of events nor a
bold determinstion to dominate them at all times.

It is plain that nobody can hold his life entirely in his own hamds. Every-
body is himself held in the hands of the Oversgelf. PBut the advice so often given
to aspirents by religionists and mystics to yield to all events as being the act-
uwalizations of God's will, to resign unresistingly to whatever happens and whoever
comes because it is ignorant egoism to do otherwise, is not acceptéd by philosophy
unmodified as it stands. It is certainly true that there are situations when there
is no other recourse for anyone except humble submission to God's will in the faith
that Cod's wisdom is inter—linked with it. It is also true that in the end God
turns all circumstences, all events, towards the furtherance of the divine intent-
jon for the universe. But this does not justify everyone in blindly accepting
them alweys as being God's immediate will. They mey not be. They mey be man's
will. The error of those who would heve us submit wemeekeddssiy=am universally
to all sorrowful and evil events because they represent the divine will, 1is to
forget that if we submit unintelligently, uncritically and uncomprehendingly, if
we do not study the meaning or lesson behind each experience, then God mey send
the seme troubles again and agaein. For that which really sends us so many exper-
iences is God's law of recompense.

Our trasgedies and troubles do not happen to us by chance. 4 divine law brings
most of them as the @ reaction to our own unworthy thoughts, as the correlation
with our own improper desires end foolish deeds or as the consequence of our own
personal imbelance. This law does not forge & cast-iron fatalistic chain around
us. That it does is to meke a situstion which, be it remembered, was created by
our own previous thinking and doing, develop in a particuler way if we do nothing
thereafter to meke it develop in en alternative way. Mere acceptance of the peain-
ful consequences of bad karma is not emough. Passive resignation to the inflex-
ible decree of God's will is incomplete. We must add understanding to the accept—
ance, comprehension to the esignation. Otherwise, we suffer blindly and deprive
ourselves of mach of the profit which hides behind our pain. The inert accept-
ance by would-be religious devotees and mystics of such evil conditions as always
being God's will can be characterized only as & pathetic gign of their intellect-
uel bankruptcy. The practical result is that they regard sitting down and doing
nothing, that is, idly waiting for things to drop into their laps, as the highest
kind of human conduct. The dangers which beset such a passive attitude are serious.
Not least is the danger of abandoning their life to mere chance and fhmeirx their
will to mere circumstence.
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The extremist advocates of non-resistance ignore the evolutionary need of
cultivating both intelligence and will. Tamgpx The way in which we meet external
situations end worldly events depends on these two factors &s well as on our moral
status. A total acceptance of, and passive resignation to, each situation or event
because we believe that God's decree is expressed by it, deprives us of the chance
to develop intelligence and exercise will. But such en activity is part of the
divine evolutionary Idea for humanity. Elind acceptence of every event, apathetic
submission in the face of every situation, and yielding to remediable evil
really means failure to cooperate with this Id ch is the very opposite of
what their advocates intend! when the celebrated Sufi mystic, Al Hallaj, was
visited by Ibrehim Khawwas, he asked his vigitor: "0 Ibrehim, during these forty
years of your connection with mysticism, what have you gained from it?" Ibrahin
answered, "I have made the doctrine of passively trusting God to provide for all
my material needs specially my own." Al Hallaj retorted, "You have wasted your
life.®

L proper use of intelligence msy seve us from falling into grievous blunders.
For a merely mechanical resignation to the will of God gay, on occasions, cause
self-deception, abet laziness and excuse selfishness, whereas a wise resignation
is always discriminating, reflective and profound. If we have the right kind of
resignation, a resignation which does not preclude intelligent self-effort, then
these difficult situations will be squarely met and honestly faced. Fach new ex-
perience of the humen situation becomes, if intelligently analyzed and rightly
met, en asset to human character, a sharpener of humen intelligence. The resign-
ation which philosophy does accept and emphatically teaches is perceptive and not
blind. It does not regard God as a glorified despot and God's will as an arbit-
rary fiat. Accepting Plato's precept to Aristotle: "Be sure that all punishment
which is inflicted upon men by God is not tyramny, but that it is correction and
instruction] It uses its intelligence to discover what in its character needs
such correction and what in its mentality needs such instruction. It refuses to
drift fatalistically with events. It rejects the assertion that they are necess-
arily God's will and therefore both not to be changed and unchangesble.

Fhile on the one hand it repudiates this mystical indifferentism, on the
other hand philosophy repudiates the humanistic self-sufficiency exemplified in
those who scorn the mystic's inward attaimment. While it points out the intell-
ectual, ethicael and practical errors of mysticism, it is much more emphatic in
pointing out the errors of meterialism bloated into dangerouns self-conceit by
drametic scientific achievements. While it coumsels understanding of what lies
behind the event, it teaches drawing from within the will and strength to bear
what cannot be remedied.

. The world war and world crisis have dealtk shattering blows to the once-com—
placent beliefs that the humen intellect, unaided by emy higher power or diviner
* light, is sufficiently wise enough to build a happy utopia on earth. The benumb-
ing mystical idea of leaving everything to Be done by God and the arrogant mater—
jalistic idea of doing everything by man, are both unacceptable extremes, It
teeches that only in their union and consequent mutusl modification does a right
attitude lie. It advocates the exdrcise of human will to the utmost, the contin-
uous application of humen knowledge, scientific and otherwise, to the improvement
of life in every direction. But, at the same time, it seeks to understand what
is the divine will for us in every situation and advocatez the surrender of the
resulte of all these efforts to this higher will. It gives up all umprofitable
anxiety about Bsults and thus keeps its inner peace, but it does not give up the
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efforts which can make or modify those results. It points out that the problem

of bringing into working harmony the teaching which bids us resign &ll to God and
the intelligence which bids us shape life by will, can be solved only by keeping

a flexible mentality. Its acceptance of the factuality of infinite intelligence
permeating and ruling both cosmic events and human existence leads to & peace and
contentment which msy be easily misconceived to mean inertia or indifference, cow-
ardice or enfeeblement, laziness or fatalism. These things are not part of the
philosophic life. On the contrary, it calls for personzl effort and inculcates
personal responsibility; but it also ssys "Do not put forth that effort in any dir-
ection that would be useless because doomed to disappointment, or that would be
foolish because leading to dissatisfaction." It sets limits upon desire and teach-
es the unwisdom of excess.

The gnewing unrest of insatiable appetite destroys all peace of mind; phil-
osophy says we must know when to put an end to it end we must practice the self-
denial necessary to do so. It tekes care to point out that the wisdom of letting
go eand renouncing is primarily dn inner one, which mey or may not have outward
consequences., It admits thet the final step is to limit our desires, to stop foll-
owing the common unthinking trend of endlessly multiplying them, but at the same
time points out that this admirable simplification does not mean that we need nec-
esgarily impose discomfort upon ourselves.

uch a negative attitude towards life as that proposed by extreme mmx ascet-
icism does not satisfy the modern men. Yet his spiritusl needs are no less great,
indeed are greater, than medievel man's., Is it not better that he seek something
thet is within his ressonable reach, something that will uplift and exalt him whilst
he yet remains usefully st work in the world? He may be as comfortable and as mod-
ern as he likes, if only he will strike a balance between worldly needs and spirit-
usl xikxm aims. Powerty is not the only gateway to purity. The better way calls for
a selective synthesis of physical with spirituel, a prudent reconcilistion of hith-
erto divergent tremds. It recognizes that the eal evil does not lie in the physic-
al possessions themselves but in the mental attachments to physicel possessions.
It understands the importance of thoughts, that "£s a men thinketh in his heart,

so is he."

Even the leisures and luxuries of th@ch are not necessarily anti-spirituel.
They could be and they most often are, but they need not be. The wise man must
beware of the dangers of wealth, yesl but he need mot therefore fail to appreciate
its velues. Not all authorities on Indian mysticism, which is supposed to support
‘the contrary view, do so. The Siva S amhita, an ancient and respected palm-leaf
text, says: "Let therefore a householder also exert himself in yogsa, his wealth
and conditions of life are no obstacke ; if free from attachment to them he will
get the signs of success." The quest of physical comfort and the wish to accumu-
late possessions are natural needs and not bad in themselves. Only when they are
permitted to dominate the heart of man and absorb his time to disproportimmate
excegs do they become bad., In that event, after a certein time, a compulsory re-
esteblichment of lost equilibrium will be brought about.by karmic forces. .

It is praiseworthy and not blameworthy for men to endesvour to limprove their
position in the world. This desire for, and search aftér, more earthly possessions
are perfectly velid, There is nothing evil in physical things themselves. Nobody
should be agked to meke himself unnecessarily miserable in the name of gpiritual
self-discipline nor to submit to intolerable degradations in the name of spiritual
resignation. The philosophic ideel of sene equilibrium would preclude it whilst
jts exhortation to self—improvement would oppose it. This ideal offars:ruller,
better—belenced view. Tt conquers desires but refuses to meke a fetish of discom-

fort.
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But it warns BB that life holds finer, more vital and more durable things.

If he persists in making & monomanie of possessions end in becoming obsessed by
position, he will miss those finer things. Evil begins only when he permits them
to stupefy his mind, when he lets them obstruct the immer spiritual purpose of his
life on earth, DBuddha may have gone to extremes when he taught that even all the
pleasent material things of life were, if consikdered against their background and
consequences, really unpleasant and hence to be shunned. Certainly we must simp-
lify life at some point and surrender it if we are ever to have peace, but cert-
ainly too when the search after possessions becomes never-ending, unbelenced or
unethically carried on it is no longer wvalid.

It is much the same with the taste for healthy pleasure, the urge for amus-
ing relaxation end the desire for light enterteinment. They are natural and right.
It is not wrong to attend to these humen needs. Thilosophy, unlike extreme as-
ceticism, does not scorn them and, unlike extreme meterislism, does not overrate
them. What harm is there in them so long a&s they are regarded as being mere acc-
essories and not the principal end of life, minor essentials and not the major ones?
Man needs them when he lacks the philosophical means of keeping his sanity and bal-
ance.

It is only when they are overdone or oversought, when they become marcotics to
relieve him of the trouble of reflection about life, when they divert his atten-
tion from the tragedies and sorrows which should prompt such reflection, that they
become dangerous and lead to the very insanity and unbslance against which they
ought to guard him., When this happens, desire rages in the heart of the self-in-
dulgent sybarite and disharmony spoils his outer existence. The only way of mmxxx
escape he knows then is to add still more to the fast-burning heap of pleasures.
They may push him inbo sheer vice and harmful folly. When too high a velue is eet
upon pleasure, the inmer retribution is inescapable: happiness will last only as
long as the pleasure lasts. The hedonists who spend their affections upon vanish-
ing things alone, hardly conscious of the inner desolation, of the fatuous aimless-
ness of their gilt end lacquered lives, do not realize that the leisure which might
be devoted not only to getting necessary relexation end amusement but also to ful-
filling the purpose of incernmetion and gaining a little understanding, discipline
and peace, is literally wasted awey in a quest of idle or sensual enjoyment. But
the heaviest retribution comes when the supreme Reality is regarded as the supreme
triviality.

The agony of & world hurled into the chaos of a great war was not remote from
such a petribution. For many men and women before it broke out, the values of a
higher purpose to life might as well have been non-existent. They could not be-
lieve in immortel ¥ind, which is perfectly credible, but they did believe in per-
ishable Matter, which is metephysicelly incredible. They did not understand thet
in holding to the reslity of Matter they were holding to the most illusory of
Man's conceptions. Consequently, they swung their censers of admiration before
worthless idols. Such a self-deceptive outlook could only end in dangerous and
painful disillusionment. There was & grinning skeleton at such feasting, sarcast-
ically shaking his bony hands in warning.

The dark sorrows which life may present us cen and should be met with a quiet
confidence in the power of the soul§ to conquer them either psychologically or
practically or both. But this power must be felt for, found, trusted and obeyed.

If we keep our thought wise and good and brave, it will ghield us, always inward-

1y and meyhep outwardly, from life's sharpest srrows. And his is true whether

they are shot at us by harsh fate or by human malice. Ever the darkest situations
we often hope for the best. This is really our faintly echoing comprehension of

the higher self's messege, that its bliss, and therefore our best, forever awaits us.
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There iz a paradox here.

We begin the quest of inner happiness when we feel the deep melancholy of
discovering the transiency and limitation that underlies all life's beauty and
pleasure., We finish it when we discover the deep joy of the soul's everlasting
loveliness that underlies the melancholy itself. We suffer todey only that we
shall be happy tomorrow. The Overself's tranguil smile must be earned by fight-
ing & way through the valley of fallen tears. Our deepest wisdom confers the
only lasting serenity, yet is born amldst cruellest sgony. The most evolved in-
dividual in any community is also the happiest one. He has renounced past atti-
tudes and retreated from the ego and all has come right in the end. Yet, if the
secret chronicle of his bygone births could be reesd, its great length would in-
evitably single him oul as having pessed through a full experience of anguish. All
the distresses which mmlix made their valuable contribution to the development of
consclousness and the expansion of intelligence, were by Nature's cy utterly
obliterated from memory in the end. When the estranged ego shatterd its chains,
renounced its isolation and returned to its holy parent, secreted within and behind
its own self, it found that i hitherto taught by suffering only that it may
henceforth be taught by bﬁast{@

NOTE TO TRANSLATOR

(oge 92— ¢ N

%y athar.



=

-018d xobs1sq 8 3l etedTl

Yo ylodonelem qeeb sdi leel ew medw ssenkqgad Teanl To Jaewp odd niged oW
brs viwsed ctelil [ls zelltebny Jsdd moldsdinll bas ypasianstd edd 3jairevooalb
snidzslteve s'ivos erd To vYof gesh odf 1svooelb ew medw Ji deslail oW .emweseliq
ow Jadd vyino ysbod w0Tlue of .tleadl vylodonalem edd ssllvebaw Jadd zasallevol
~3dgitt vd beatse od Jaum ellms [lwpnssd s'llecwev0 edl .worzomod Yqged ed Lladas
efdt avelmos mobsiw Jasgeed w0 .arsed melial Yo ypllsv odd dgwordd yaw s 3al
~ab beviove zom edl .ymogs Jzellewro Jablms azod al ey yimeres saidssl vyimo
~L¥ds desq beomwomes asd ol .emo ¥asiqged edd ouls sl Wloummoo s ol [sublivib
o 1t oY .bue ed) al Jdaby emoo @ed Ils bus oge eodd morl beisexder bue sebud
-a.tb.l‘.n‘w#mol#msa adl JBwex od blwoo sdirid emogyd sid o slolmouxds dexoes
IIA .deiwgas Yo eomeireqxe lint s dgwordd besesg gulvsd ze Jvo mid elgaic yidsdive
Yo toemgoleveb edi of molduwditdnos eldawlsv xiedd ebsm xix doldw sezzoxdelb eodi
wlreddr o gletudsil ¢ exew .eomegliledni Yo molzmeqxe edd bas zsemswvolsamos
Balsdo adl Jede ope bepustdze odt medd .hBme edd nl yromem morl hedsiediido
balded bms nlidiiw bedeross Wwwxwmmmmm att Beonwomex
m&l#add’ﬂmgntm vd ddgusd odreddid i $edd bnwot $b 1lea awo adi
b | i oAt aalld ¢d ddsuad od ddvoteoned

VG Y o -

£,
*ﬁowamﬁ" )

‘W! Sl

C A

[ OF IT0u



CHAPTER VIII: THE EVIL IN OUR TIME vf’

The events of NEEEGSESEEE (ccades provide nothing more or
less than a visible commentary on the messages it was the privilege
of inspired prophets like Jesus, Krishna and Buddha to deliver. The
unprecedented times through which we have lived merely prove by
terrible facts what such men preached by opened lips. The rove [k Q
that the religious unfaith and materialistie of a whole —
generation, the hard scepticism which has degraded their values and
dragped down their instincts, afford too insecure a basis for human

livinge.

Materialism - by which is meant here not merely the openly
confessed and crudely obvious doctrine which goes under this name but
also its unconscious and disguised forms - has been the bane of our
time. The total impressions of all the forms it has taken - and they
are to be found in the scientific, political, educational, literar
artistic, mimseissdmbe, ccclesiastic and legal spheresgcs 15 & g astly
one. The end of it all is the terrifying figure and the typhoon
destructiveness of the atom bomb. It is the natural consegquence of
belief in the final supremacy of intellectual thinking when pushed to
its logical extreme and unbalanced by spiritusl intuition. In war
human evil always appears in its worst form and its effects in thelr
most widespread form. With the discovery of the atom bomb the pathway
leading to a large part of civilization's utter self-destruction is
now wide open. Nothing in history is comparable to this terrible
situation.

It 1s not enough to understand the traglc as well as historic
significance of these world-shaking events, We must also understand
their underlying religious, metaphysical and philosophical
significance. Andyas earlier mentioned, this cannot be done adequately
unless we let the light of doctrines like the inevitallity of spiritual
evolution and the factuality of the law of recompense shine down upon
them. For without them, 1t is too taxing to explain why soclety today
is as it is. The psychological situation which has been created by
the erisis and the war and which expresses itself in the tragic
physical situation, can be adequately understood only by the light of
these and other related truths. Mankind's own wrong thoughts and
emotions, bad passions and deeds, must share the responsibilifty. Its
civilization has indeed received the rewards of a short-sighted
selfishness for it has seen so many of the material things 1t strove
to obtain, as well as the ideals 1t strove to realize, crumble away
in its hands. . ;

lMost people assume that good alone has the right to be active on
earth. Therefore the presence of so much that is evil perplexes their
minds. It seems that such presence is too abundant and too continuous
to £it smoothly into a divinely-ordered scheme. The crime and violence
of recent times, the horror and shock of recent history, have pushed
this question of evil into the thinking of meny persons who formerly
ignored it. A generation which has heard wicked propaganda, witnegsed
wicked atrocities and watched unscrupulous moves towards world domin=-
ation would be very soft-brained if it does not conclude that some
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malignant influence is at work in human affalrs and that some
malignant forces are manifesting their disturbing activities in its
midst. The existence - no less than the power -« of evlil has forced
itself so plainly and so savagely and so insistently on their notice
in recent times that those who, at the bidding of extravagantly
optimistic theories, previously shut their eyes to it, have perforce
had to open them and recognize it. Such a belated and bewlldered act
is painful.

The materialistic view of evlil regards it as a by-product of
physical environments and temporary circumstances, to be set right by
the mere setting right of those physical things. But the type of evil
which is so prevalent in our own times, glorifies brutality for its
own sake, justifies oppression for the oppressor's sake, pedestals

greed, ridicules religion and derides conscience, as much for the
pleasure it gets from these activities as for the rewards. The men
who practice it love 1t as intensely as saints love God. It can no
longer be reasonably malntained, as the dialectic and rationalist
materialists have hitherto maintained, that external eircumstances

are alone sufficient to account for the unpleasant character of such
noxious creatures. On the contrary, it is evident that the wrong of
human conduct arises because evll is a real element In human beings,
independent of human environment and circumstance. It is deplorable
but it is also unfortunately true that this element asserts itself
more easily and more frequently than the good. The historical
perversity of human nature, its constant inclination to do wrong, too
often discourages the philanthropist.

this S ;
: Philosophy does not regardaAdEs problem with ind brence, as the
reviewer of The Wisdom of the Overselfl Jeddx but
rather w seriousness, Nothing that was written in that book was

intended to deny the horrible actuality of evil, the constant
activity of evil, its terrible havoc in human history and its frightful
reality in human lives.

That humanity should be allowed to fall into its horrible depths
seems to show a lack of goodness in the divine Idea of the world. len
are noct to be blamed for questioning the divine goodness and doubting
the divine wisdom. They often ask themselves the question: Why does
the Higher Power (which they call God and is in seientific actuality

is/ the Werld-Mind) whichsso universally regarded as beneficent, even
permit these evils and horrors to threaten humanity? But they ought
also to ask themselves the further question whether the World-Idea
could have completely fulfilled its lofty purpose for humanity without
permitting such experiences? If it seeks to bring every human entity
to full moral, intellectual and spiritual self-consciousness, the
range of experiences within which the entity would have to be free to
travel, would have to be sufficiently wide, and consequently
sufficiently contrasting, to achieve this goal. To have limited this
range to the non-evil, to have restricted the kinds of experience.
only to what we know as the good, would have rendered impossible the
full achievement of human self-consclousness. That, after all, is a
matter not only of morality but also of knowledge. There is indeed
no other way than the existing one in which humanity could have found
all the conditions necessary for the development of all its faculties.
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The mere fact that the World Mind suffers evil to exist should show
that it has either a temporary, an inevitable or else a utilitarian
place in the economy of things.

i No mode of conscious life could have been devised which provided |
unalloyed heppiness and unmmixed goodness at the same time that it I
provided the varied experiences and diverse states necessary to develop ,
the knowledge, intelligence, character and spirituality of the hum '|
being. Although some facets of this development could have bee .
-by a one-sided monotonous experience yielding only the pleasurable |
enjoyment of life, important parts of the psyche would thenmecessarily |
have been left untouched by it. Only by providing a course of chang-
ing experiences which tooX a wider, more varied route and also included ‘
the opposites of suffering and evii, could the full complete evolution
of man have been achieved. The memory of the past darkness of
ignorance heightens his appreciation of the present light of knowledge.

The vivid contrast between the two conditions makes him much more
m conscious of the meaning and value of the higher one. Without the
-expariences of both to complementhewe smother, he could not distinguish

good from evil, bliss from misery, reality from appearance and truth

from falsity. How, without conditions productive of sacrifice and
Mﬁ-denisﬂ, for instance, could the spiritual widening of his
neciousness befgmk? Good becomes significant to him only as it stands
in contrast to evll, which is indeed the Not-good. The consciousness

of sound as sound always needs to be accompanied by the consciousness

of its opposite and differentiating number, silence. There could have

been no manifestation of a universe without this play of opposites

rumming completely through it. As soon as the One became Two, it begane.

Hence birth and deathfjeverywhere in the universe, pleasure and pailn

in man! |

Heracleltus of Ephesus shrewdly commented that Homer was wrong 1n
saying, "Would that strife might perish from among gods and men," that
he did not see he wsas really praying for the destruction of the universe
and that if his prayer were answered all things would have to pass
away. BEvery bilological scilentist who has peered beneath the surface of i
things knows, what every metaphysician should know, that the world- !
process is inescapably an interplay and Inter-struggle of the crestive
and destructive forces. The cosmos could not be continually alive if
it were not also continually dying. The struggle of these opposing
forces is an eternal movement which is reflected in the birth of
majestic stars and the death of minute cells. Only a static motion-
less universe could have avoided it. If man were not to be a
mechanical robot, he had to be free in his will, wi thin the limits
imposed by his nature and by the universal purpose. He had to be given
the power to choose. And if he were left free to choose good, he had
necessarily to be left free to choose evil. That he would act wrongly,
would clash with his fellowmen, and would even matech his foolishness
against God's wisdom was foreknown from the very beginning, was indeed
inevitable from the fact that he began his conscious life 1n ignorance
and desire.. Through experience he would eventually learn to act rightly
and this dark phase in his career would disappear. Only by the g
experiment with evil could the value of good he adequately realized.
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God has given man enough freedom to work out his own destiny

and since there is both good and evil mixed into his nature when

the evil becomes great in volume and massive in strength it in-
evitably leads to consequences such as those which menace him today.
Yet this cannot be a sole and sufficient explanation of his present
situation. Sinece his freedom of will cannot operate within a vacuum
there must be other forces at work within his enviromment modifying
it, influencing it, and even ultimately directing it. There must be
some sort of rough pattern in the universe within which his own
activities must eventually fit. Unless we find some glimmering of
this pattern we shall not be able to understand sufficiently why so
many millions of apparently good decent people should be exposed to
distress and affliction resulting from the evil activities of other
menfp Nay, why even civilization itself should be so darkly threatened
by such activities‘.

That man's own freewill has created so much of the evils and
misery in the world, is obvious. That with his own moral improvement,
this deplorable situation would itself improve, 1s equally obvious.

But the situation itself could not have arisen except by the permission
and within the conception of the World-lMind. Where is there more than
partial freedom for a man when, at the very beginning, he is forced to
accept and given no chance to select a certain race, a certain country,
a particular family, a particular economic status, a conditlon of
health or ill-health and an abundance or lack of energy, intellect,
will and intuition? Thus, much of the course and something of the end
of' his l1life is dictated by nature, fate or Gode. No human entity can
determine its own course with complete freedom. No human entity can
deviate from the cosmic plan with complete independence. The freedom
of all human entities is limited, as their power 1is dependent, Man
has never possessed, does not now possess and never can possess
absolute freewill. Above his own fluctuating will there is the in-
exorable cosmic wille. All his individual development is but part of,
and controlled by, the evolutionary plan for the cosmos itself. It

has not been left to his internal whim or external chance what the
outcome of that development shall be.

If the whole cosmos is an e ation of the Divine Mind which,
although mysteriously transcende is also significantly immanentul,
there can be no force and no entity within it that is not fundamentally
rooted in the beneficence, the wisdom and the serenity of divinity. It
may have its origins obscured, it may appear, think and act evilly,
but it can do so only by the permission and consent of God. Therefore,
it is not only man's ignorant and wrongful use of his free will that
accounts for human evil and human suffering but also the cosmic Idea
itself. And this is something outside his control and beyond the
operation of his will, The wrongs and pain that shadow his existence
were sanctioned and included in the method of his inner development.

This ies God's worldy; it could not be anyone else's. It must
ultimetely be an expression of God's wisdom. Therefore if we find
in it things and people, events and sights which offend us because
they are diabolic rather than godlike, the reaction of instinctive

repugnance is human enough but the shortcoming is in our faculty
of vision, the unpleasantness 1s in our limitation of the under-—
standing, and can be nowhere else. Everywhere there are signs that
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the divine power is working in the midst of us, But eyes that are
not spiritually opened naturally fail to see them. We would do better
to complain at the presence of our own blindness than at the absence
of God's activity. What we see in the world's present state and past
history depends on what we are in ourselves, If we are morally
crooked, we shall regard most of the people we meet as being so too.
If we can find no deeper meaning in our own nature, no higher purpose
in our own lives, we shall see none in the world outside, The diss
covery of a divine self in our own heart will be a pointing finger to
the presence of a divine mind behind the whole universe to which we
belonge.

As the human entity evolves in knowledge and consciousness, it
changes its view as to what is or is not evil just as it changes its
view as to what is or is not desirable, As it sets the different
pieces of the mosaic world-pattern more and more into place so that
the whole becomes more and more significant, as it first controls
and later divests 1tself of the negative personal emotions, as it
develops a calm impersonal interior life, its own attitude towards
the ills of life changes. The change 1s slowly and reluctantly made
but in the end the entlty is unable to resist making it. For to the
extent that 1t deserts the ego's littleness and responds to the higher
self's leading in other matters, so must it respond here. Its highest
change results from the discovery of its divine self, when this
relativity of evil becomes perfectly plain and the epkemerxLity.of the

ego against the background of eternity becomes perfectly wisible).
anesc

111usion and if good ‘is the opposite of evil, surelixE
then be an illusion also, it will be asked. The answer 1s that there
are two 'goods'. There is a relative one which is evil's true
opposite, and illusorye. There is an absolute one which is a quality
of the One Infinite Life-Power; this 1s real good. Evil has no
endlessly real existence in itself. In our ordinary human life, we
find thlis statement contradicted. With our ordinary human mentality
we ind it ineredible. An almost Tibetan solitude of living is needed
to make it acceptable. What we have to learn, even though it 1is so
hard to accept, is that the divine thought of the universe is not only
perfect and good in its first as in its last stages, but also in its
present stage. If we find the world in a mess of tragedy and suffering,
of chaos and sin, the mess is really in our own sight, our own way of
looking at things. If it is hard to comprehend this statement, it will
be helpful to gain such comprehension by comparing humanity's experience
of evil's reality with a sleeper's experience of a nighbtmere, The
hideous or hateful figures that he sees therein are unquestionably
present to him, the torments and terrors whiech it causes are very real
to him. Yet after he wakes up, all these are seen for what they are
worth, are recognized as now being what they even then were - merely
ideas., On the Immediate practical view it is aquite true that ewvil is

a real, widespread powerful but limited factor in human existence.
Nevertheless on the ultimate philosophic view it is not what it seems

to be, It certainly exists. But such existence is relative to the
human body with its finite thinking. Its presence is not to be denied,
but at the same time there is a higher factor behind it as there is a
higher factor behind the human body.
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Both evil and suffering have been allotted roles in human
development from its very start. They have not appeared by accident
or by any unexpected 'fall!. They have not been lntroduced against
the divine wilill by some satanic power, The fall into sin and the
experience of pain are integral parts of the cosmlec Idea. They are
not cosmic accidents or cosmic mistakes, The divine wisdom is as
much at work in them as anywhere else., What is at fault is human
perception, human impatience and human limitation. It is his quality
and degree of consciousness which makes one man perceive only evil

where another man perceives both evil and good, as well as comprehends
that human evil is both the consequence of human freewill and the cost
of human evolution.

It is difficult to defend the cruelties of Nature. The
destruction which happens in the teeming animal kingdom and which
arouses no attention, far outweighs the destruetion which happens in
the human kingdom during a world war, which arouses everyone's
attention. But the birth of living forms on our own plene has to be
followed by their death on that plane. Those two poles in Nature,
the positive and negative are an inevitable corollary of the cosmic
manifestation. If the intellect can justify the cruelties of Nature
only by divorcing itself from all the finer emotlons, let us remember
that it deals with the physical level alone. The intuition, operative
on a different level, finds that behind all outer forms there is the
inner spirit of Nature and that a living and loving presence lies
beyond the thought of man., Where the intellect becomes bitter with
Nature, the intuition remains sweet and serene. It concludes, and
can only conclude, that if there is such goodness at the hldden heart
of Nature, there must be some good purpose on the surface of things.

All seeming wrongs and apparent ills must have a rational place
in the cosmic order, the sufferings as well as the joys. The order
1s not the less divinely controlled because of their existence. They
are not the result of an accident in the universal functioning or of
a mistake in the divine plannings

The cosmos is grasped as a single whole in the infinite

consciousness of the World-Mind. The latter, in its infinite knowledge,

has foreseen all probable courses and possible consequences of human
conduct., But it also knows that a corrupt humanity today will be an
ennobled humanity,tomorrow. We would be justified in denouncing the
divine oug entirely wicked and absolutely merciless if the end
of human existence were like this present passing phase of it, or if
it were an uncertain risky gamble. But the end is glorious, its
accomplishment a certainty, the process a worthwhile one. For it is
a genuine unfoldment from within of attributes, capacities and states
of consciousness which reflect something of the divine.

If there is but a single supreme principle of Being in the cosmos,
if 211 things and all ecreatures have emanated from it, then what in
the workings of this cosmos we call evil as well as what we call
suffering must also have ultimately emanated from it. But this Supreme
Principle being the only ever-existing one, it follows that evil and
suffering in individuals are enly transient appearances doomed to live
fitfully and then vanish altogether. There is no pain, evil or sorrow
in the eternal essence of things itself, in the absolute unity of life,



= 001 =

nagiy ol pelon beddolls need evesd 8T%l0s Do 22?5» ddcE

Snbxﬁ.taﬂ vd bexsbays Joo eved yeuT .dusda r:nv ‘8dt moal Imemgoleved
dtenifge beosubowinl need Fon ewsd gedT 11.,{3'1* bedoseny tius Yd o
6cdd bue nig odnt I[1sT ol .aewoq atﬂa#na emes ¥ 1ilw enivld edd

o1s yenT .86bl oimeoo OH¢ Yo sluaqg Ietpeint eone nisy %o seaslisqxe

<+ 8a sl mobslw enivib edT .eedsdelm sls@oo <o sdmebiuss oSimBoo Jor
ceptid gl 3fvaY d8 of JadW .ezle % sastiwyis B8 merd ol tow I8 otm
yitinvp ebif €1 41 .omoidstimlf oasmti bos esasldeqn! oseil coldigboveq
Iive yimo svisvreq fsm emo eodam doldw Seensmolsanes 1o Go¥Rsh DLas
abordeTgmoo €= L[lew &8 .Hooy bms live %ﬁavi asm eddons dFedw
deoo odd bBits Illweeu rsumud Yo BonOLpE sdd fdod af [ive mesmid 3ad3
& ;m.l#u.tuvs toated %o

a

;biéar; ad#
‘H &mkdﬁd&m

ﬁ-aa#;ﬁ Yo yiso
iw alseb d1 dfnd#

Mod nﬁﬁfﬂﬂ acl# a‘a' onbuey 4
*agﬁtnt Yo edelte eﬁ ma '

_ 'i&'-%’%mm ot e ol
g onivic 9dd ot nda:tam 2

‘25 begesdy Bl someco ed? :
Fel onT «bEi~plyoll 91 2o geetiBuoloeacd - 3
m BSEILOD s;iﬁmiwq 4 oeogetoY a=d

41T Vo 08,

. Eldﬂ' Qﬂ qﬂ‘l Hﬁﬁ ﬁ :-__-_.;-
« " bus Ilve 3ad3 ewoilol 31 ede pmis
ﬁl;l od bmob Wm%% :

=5 ﬁniﬂh?’!ﬁﬁ‘._: '
SR e




- 101 -

as Mary Baker Eddy rightly noted., Only when the time-processes of
manifestation appear and only when innumerable beings are differen-
tiated out, does their existence become even possible. For only

then does the duality of opposites start, Nothing can be brought

into actuality without necessarily bringing in the possibility of

its contrary also. We can form the i1dea of light only by forming

the idea of darkness along with it. If light makes darkness possible,
love makes hate, joy makes pain and good makes evlil possible. When
the manifested belngs are permitted to possess desire and to exercise
will - as they must be if they are not to be robots - then potential
strife for selfish ends is inevitably permitted toos. There will
always be evil at some point or other in the manifested cosmos because
there will always be a shadow in the sunlight. No sun, no shadow;

no good, no evil. These things are presupposed and negatively present
in their opposites. We cannot have a manifested cosmos without having
also this perpetual relationship between theme.

But because change is imprinted upon manifestation, it is never
the same evil that we see but only a new embodiment thereof. Itz old
forms are transmuted by time and evolution into good. Thus, in spite
of themselves; apparent evil may be productive of a change for actual
good and temporary suffering may eventually result in stable happiness.
The obstructionist principle, the adverse force, the dead-weight of
inertia against which every effort of man to uplift himself has to
contend 1s there because resistance to it affords the chance to develop
the good. The struggle to which he is called against the resisting
elements, however long-drawn this struggle may be, leads to his progress.
It 1s one allotted task of the so-called evil forces to try his mettle
by hindering his growth, to test his character by tempting his desires
and to expose him for what he really is by opposing his efforts in

self-development. What 1s this opposing power, this adverse forece in
the end but the personal ego in man, the lesser and lower part of
himself with correspondences in the outside but unseen world? Its
presence 1n his life provokes him into either overcoming it or yielding
to ite If the first, it has led him to work for his own improvement;
if the second, it has led him to acknowledge his own weakness, Sooner
or later, the unpleasant consequences of such weakness will lead him
to grapple with it and develop his power of will. That is part of the
mission of evil, to stimulate him into its own destruction and to force
him into his own betterment., Immediately and directly, it may either
strengthen him or weaken him. Ultimately it can only strengthen him.

So far as human evil is concerned, it is useless to talk of the
Supreme Power being omnipotent and therefore being able to abolish
such evil at a stroke., Man could not have been granted some measure
of freedom of will without being granted at the same time some measure
of freedom to act evilly, if he so chose to do so. The whole idea of
human evolution would have been a useless one 1f he were to have been
nothing but a slavish automaton, utterly deprived of all capacity for
self-determination. To the extent that he has freedom, to that extent
the Supreme Power has voluntarily given up its own omnipotence in the
individual but not in the cosmos, has necessarily self-limited its own
wlll in appearance but not in reality.

The theological notion that there is a fundamental duality of
good and evil running right around the tortuous pattern of the universe
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and through the tangled narrative of history is nelther right nor
wrong; 1t needs to be correctly interpreted. Philosophy offers

such an interpretation. It does not hold that there is satanic

power which is coequal with the divine power. It does hold that

God has nc independent and equal rival, The pargllel notion is that
the world has somehow fallen into a grievous muddle, that the work of
God has been dangerously sabotaged by Satan and that this muddle can
be put right and this danger can be overcome only by man's coming to
the help of God. The infinite widdom and infinite Power has indeed
fallen low if it has fallen in such need. Human conceit reaches the
level of utter fantasy or becomes even worse by becoming sPiritually
arrogant when it considers itself called upon to "help God". The
Infinite Intelligence is also the Infinite Power. It would be less
than itself if it needed the assistance of a finite creature like
puny man in its cosmic work! All that man can properly offer it is
the harmony of his own purpose with the universal one. But this will
be for his own benefit, not God's, as it will be for his own loss if
he does not offer 1it.

Is it not saner to believe that the World-Mind still remains
what it always has been and that the planet's history would take on
a very different guise il we could ske 1t without the limitations of
our finite perceptions and finite understandings? It is human to
want certain things to happen and to desire certain purposes to be
fulfilled, But God is not human. &= _has no wants, no desires and
no purposess | When they appear to exist, they are for
others. Let us not saddle our finite/conceptions muchizescEndioribe
FPEDFA nor our humen qualities on the /Absolute

The philosophic concept of evil is often too hastily rejected
because it is tod hastily studied. It will not be adeguately under-
stood unless its twofold character 1s m=F® understood.- It readily
grants a real hidden and widespread activity of malignant forces in
human his@ry. It recognises thelr opposition to humanity's
spiritual evolution. But it also holds that this activity is limited
and that it still leaves the ultimate nature of evil unexplained. It
says that all evil is in the end forced to serve the purposes of good.
The one has only an ephemeral, the other an eternal life. If we can
rise to the level of the Real, we are no longer able to perceive the
transient evil by itself, We than perceive it against a background of
the final good. Because we have something of the World-lMind deep down
in us, an adequate view of the problem must include both standpointse.
There is a relative good and a relative evil, they being necessary
opposites. But there is no ultimate evil, only ultimate goode.

Have We Made Progress?

A glance at the historical scene might tempt us to deny that
human morality has ever made any advance and to affirm that human evil
remains utterly incureble. Does humanity grow better or worse in 2
character? Has it become purified mentally and emotionally by the war?
What has it learnt from unprecedented national calamity and personal g
sorrow? Is there evidence anywhere that goodness is displacing

wickedness? Is 1t harder in the post-war world to maintain moral
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integrity than it was in the pre-war days? Ias the flow of
experience worked no changes in the heart of man, stimulated no
lasting goodwill between man and man? Has the most horrible era in
history taught nothing of life's spiritual significance? As the
parade of contemporary life passes before thoughtful eyes, these
questions insistently arise., They can be answered only at the cost
of stirring up several equally difficult questlons.

lMlan does not evolve by passing smoothly in a direct upward line
from a lower to a higher point. He evolves by trudging along a

winding spiral path which rises and falls and circles about itself.

The course which his spiritual mental and moral advance takes is

seldom direct but mostly zigzag. There 1is no straight-line progress

in history. Development is effected through an ultimately ascending
spiral of rises and falls. It is historically like a tide whose waters
advance only to recede later. But 1t differs from all actual tides
inasmich as with each forward flow, 1t touches a point beyond the
previous one and, with each recession, it does not fall so far back

as the previous ohe. The cycle seems to return on itself but is

really a rising spiral.

When this conception of picturesque advance from cellular life
to celestial being is first given welcome admittance into the mind,
we are likely to 1limit our understanding to only this part of life's
course, for every such phase of development is eventually succeeded
by its complementary phase of disintegration and collapse., In short,
progress exists in a general way but it is intermittent, and is the
total result of a long series of triumphs and setbacks. There is a
moment when 1t reaches a turning point and then the glorious goal
which lures its creatures on turns out to be an abyss into which they
finally fall. Despite this periodiec retrogression, the spiritual
journey of mankind is essentially progressive, Every rise of
evolution's cyeclic arc is higher than the one before.

All its future developments lie concealed in theoriginal cell.
All its physical and spiritual growth through the ages is really an
unfoldment rather than an evolution. Yet this is true only of the:
major features of its life-coppse. For the rest, there is a kind of
uncertainty and therefore g;.]”;;gof freedome.

The animal unhesitatingly obeys 1its bodily instinects partly
because it is untroubled by the doubts and questionings of reason,
and partly because it is still intellectually unindividualised.
Nature guides its instinets, and they are usually correct. BEut man is
in a different situation. He is developing the faculty of reason and
also becoming individualised. To the extent that this happens he loses
the guldance of Nature and has to depend upon himself. 5o he moves
through misty uncertainties and acts upon half-blind promptings, with
the consequences which are sometimes favourable but quite often not.
So he walks through life with faltering steps; not able for periods
of time to see clearly whither he is golnge.
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If our thinking upon this subject is to be right, it must clear
up the significance to be assigned to such a term as 'progress'. For
too long it has been rendered foolish or contradictory by our mis-
conceived and easy acceptance of traditional nonsense, The set-back
glven to human society by the war and its aftermath destroyed foolish
notions of continuous progress which so many smug people used to harbour.
They were bitterly punished for a delusive shallow optimism. As a
materialistic eivilization moved on apparently indefinitely toward
increasing triumph, men began to doubt all the spiritual truths they

$- had learnt. But as all observi§ers now know, it moved towards disaster

instead. For it is not enough to be moving; you must know where you
are moving tol Do we not somewhere read, "They that walk blindly
shall perish"? We can now sit up ruefully and confess that we were
fools to travel so far and find so little.

The escape from post-war troubles will not be achieved by finding
middle positions between extreme ones, but by seeking new positions
in preference to old ones, Modern society has to make the final and
lrrevocable decisions as to which direction it will take, It has to
choose whether it will cling as hard as before to the materialistic
and animalistic ego or loosen the hold on it. On this choice depends
its fate. Its spiritual adolescence must come to an end as its
technological adolescence has already, and so dramatically, come to an

end,
[inevitablej
Darwin and Spencer set the ball of evolutionary theory)rolling
f}‘with such gusto thabgﬂ'few departments of thought escapeds/contact

with the doctrine. Later, evenssmwe religious leaders 6T thinkers
became jubilant at times over the Ieeductwbim law of¥%rogress. They
did not even stop at making the Absolute Power progress unendingly
together with its ecreation! With extravagant, almost inebriated
optimism which allenated the more deeply thoughtful, they declared
that God, man and the universe all moved onward to perfection! The
Darwinian struggle for existence is | true s only
true. The spiritual purpose which informs this struggle and guides
its course is the complementary half-truth which must be added by the
human mind if it is not to deceive itself into a hopeless materialism.
For the grand evolution of consciousness which is ultimately behind
all this evolution of forms, ennobles the world-view where the other
merely degrades it, The concept of evolution must be enlarged,
claborated, and defined. e iRl P

We are not to confuse evolution with progress., The first is a
permanent fact in Nature, the second a temporary phenomenon in human
history.

Science, with all its wondrous machines and chemicals, has yet
to solve the ancient riddles of light and life. It has discovered
much about their operations and mechanisms but little about their
nature and essence, The Darwinian naterialists, for instance, might
well be asked how it was ever possible for live entities to appear
on this planet when their own science says it commenced with such
fiery beginnings, such temperature as would sterilise every potential
cell and germ of 1life upon it. Philosophy always proclaimed the fact
that there is no dead matter anywhere in this cosmos. There is only

living radiance, throbbing ener%g, informed and controlled by inherent
mind and everywhere expressing the cycle of evolving life, ol movement
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from an inferior form to a superior one,Afrom a lesser degree of
consciousness, intelligence a character to a greater one.

§NQQYT Qo & e vre _______——-—-\/
"T e desire for§§Eﬁﬁfﬁéss 18 a univer one but the conception

mmf happiness is not. All creatures share the first, so why do they
s differ about the other? Why does not the same meaning arise

S Bpontaneously in their minds when they hear this word? The answer
$o8tis supplied by the doctrine of psychical evolution through repeated
P embodiments, They themselves differ in length of experience and
S8 Sinnate capacities (and hence in their conceptions and attitudes)

= ®because they stand on different levels of evolutionary life. The
s grossly materialistic are on a lower level and can find thelr

- fransient satisfactions only in grossly tangible things. The more

?ﬁf‘ﬁﬂh-; refined are on a higher one and have included purely intellectual or
r-;mkﬂnéﬂ,aesthetically emotional things within their conception of happiness.
#B0ne o ™ There is a loftier level still, where a smaller number of men and

oy 4 e women recognize spiritual attainments as the most precious, the most
tfﬁ%_ 'y desirable and the most durable of all forms of satisfactlon.
JE

If we look only at the past thirty years of humanity's history,
we may well ask ourselves whether evolution applies only to its
intellectual and physical 1life; whether, in respect of its moral and
spiritual 1ife, the doctrine is nothing more than a wish-fulfilment.
Unless we express our meaning of the term more exactly, it is selfl-
deceptive to assert that the world has or has not shown progress.
Macaulay's essays show a thorough-going optimism about the millenium
which science was supposed to bring to our civilization. But
lMatthew Arnold, looking at the development of this same civilization
in the same period, wrote about it with a disquigted heart. Both
were more or less right ~from their respective standpoints, for each
et had a different kind of progress in mind. The first saw and cared
for physical and logically-intellectual improvement whereas the
second had moral and intuitively-intellectual improvement in his mind.

It is hard to recognize the slow ennoblement of men if we look
only to a limited period. 1Indeed, in certain cases we have seen the
very contrary process - his swift brutalization - in our own time. We
may therefore ask ourselves if we are so sure as we once were that we
have progressed. The answer is everywhere evident. Our machines and
chemicals have progressed, but our morals and manners have not. Our
technical skills have outstripped our character. We grow worse with
each generation in faith,spirituallty and reverence for the higher
power., but better in reasoning capacity and mental information.

- If so many outward signs show a drift not towards peace and
spirituality, but towards new clashes over material possessions or
outward power, 1t 1ls preelsely through such clashes and their ensulng
educative results that we shall ultimately pass to understanding,
peace and spirituality. But the process must necessarily bd a slow one.
The mistakes made by a carpenter are quickly shown up by his finished
work either in its appearance or in its use. But the mistakes made in
the conduct of life may be attended not only with much slower results
but also be much harder to recognize. This is because the truthful
work of the carpenter is judged by the senses whereas the truthful
understanding of the human being is judged by the intelligence. And

: in the evolution of man, his senses have arrived at a more developed

-y t; state than his intelligence. Hence, expefagnce alone does not bring
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immediate wisdom as its fruit., Only after it is well and honestly
thought over, well reasoned upon or deeply intuited in an impersonal
manner, does the frult appear. This takes time, yet it both implies
and elicﬁf) growth.

Here is the answer to those who deplore the faet that men seem
to learn nothing from history, whether it be tﬂﬂgr own or others!',
or worse still, learn entirely false lessons from it. Time brings
ripeness to some fruita, decay to others, more wisdom to some men but
more foolishness to others. Deceived by egolism and blinded by passion,
there are those who get from experience the very opposite meaning to
the one it 1s intended to yleld, and so fall into wicked ways. But
the Overself is supremely patient. It knows the hour will come when
experlence ltself with 1ts errors and consequent retribution, its
sufferings and consequent despairs, will confront every man with the
Insistent demand that he understand it. If the divine order of the
universe provides him with the time and events he needs for growth,
this does not mean he is left to rely on them alone; that would be N
too long, too tortuous and too uncertain a road. To help him shorten E
the road and maske it both safer and pleasanter, he is led to add %o 3
them the right use of his reasoning, the humble following of spiritual
teachers and the proper attendance on intuition. =

b

The earthly journey supplies part of the requisite conditions for 5
unfolding his. latent attributes and capacities. He passes by degrees
from ignorance through experience to knowledge, from desire through \
suffering to peace. The immersions in evil and darkness provide the t A
opposition whereby he may exercise his will to the good and aspire d
toward his consciousness of the true. There is a power inherent in
him and also played upon him by Nature, which makes both for his \
mental growth and for the moral improvement of his species. Life is ¥
an ordered if broken progression from the 1nfiniteaimal up to e
infinite, not only in the struggle for vphys Stence-b alsa in €™
the awareness of inner beinge. the development of craat:l talent, the unfold-

ment of mental capacity,”ar

Those who wish to anticipate this evolutionary advance should
make the effort involved and discipline entailed in a cheerful and
willing spirit. For the same truth which earlier punishes us when
disdained and re jected, later blesses us when welcomed and received.
The same evil which first tempts us, later tests us. Its revelation
of what we are, when linked with its consequences, finally brings
us to seek the good. It works by examining our right to Life's
supreme treasure, the divinely-rooted consciousness of the Overself,
by .tempting character and Taith or testing motive and goodness; it
enables us in this way to establish such a right. Thus, in the end,
it is an instrument of the cosmic purpose for us and not, as we often
suppose, only the enemy of that purpose, and nothing more. Our human
perception of the life around-us i1s limited and narrow, our conception
of 1t imperfect and prejudiced. We see it as we see the underside of
a rug in the course of being made, when it is & shapeless mass wikh =
fragmentary pattern, which is itself hardly discerpible because reversed;

e e ———— —

"

—

ihatever catastrophe injures the bodily life of contemporary man,
the advance of his spiritual life is fore-ordained and inevitable. =*
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3f W8 bave only to survey the bloody and greedy course of history to
realize that the evil in man 1s as innate as the good in man, it is
nevertheless true that whereas the one will grow ever upwards, the

- other will shrink and wither to the gound. During the war, the

= philosophically minded were able to hold on hopefully, knowing that

the rope of karma was running out and that the evil incarnate would
destroy itself in the end. The mind can support itself more firmly
during contemporary upheavals, and even keep itself unharmed by them,
only if it seeks and makes itsown by constant contemplation, a
knowledge of the divine Idea back of things. This will give it the
faith that the moral law must always prevail because evolution is
divinely ordered. Amid the widespread darkness and tumult of, he wer
bhox, there wes still the assurance for it that those foreces whieh —
work only for evil, work in the end for their own destruction and
that evil's success is always transient. In their metaphysical
ignorance, the evil leaders did not comprehend the forces of
evolution and destiny which were also at work, did not know that
they would become the suffering heirs to their own deeds.usigiiiss The
calamities which they brought to other people became curses which
fell upon their own heads. They did not realize that every form of
wrong=doing contains in itself the germ of its retributive reaction.

We live in an epoch when the powers of evil have been making
thelr strongest bid for world-domination. We have also lived to see
the colosal failure of the first phase of that bide The hour of
punishment can only be postponed; it can neither be evaded nor
avolded., "Not in the heavens, not in the midst of the sea, not if
thou hidest thyself away in the clefts of the mountains, wilt thou
find a Place on earth where thou cangt escape the fruits of thy evil
action.” Thus spoke Buddha and history does always verify these words.
We may see in the outcome of the first phase not only a striking
demonstration of the ultimate triumph of good over evil, but also a
contemporary confirmation of the statement made in The Wisdom of the
Overself that there are definite limits set to the activity of evil.

The at} that éven if God exists, He is either powerless
to prevent the of evil or merciless to permit its continuance.
The philosopher says that God does exist, does possess power and even
display mercy, but that these things are channelsd through a cosmos,

that. is an orderly regulated universe. He says, too, that the
permission under which the dark forces operate has a string of limited
length tied to it and that at the end of their cyecle, they are either
destroyed by retribution or destroy themselves.

Our Practical Duty it will not seeﬁ_EQZB

If there “a®, any who object that such a concepjtion of evil's

divine sanction enervates the will to resist it, Aet the answer be

that, if they look at it from the standpoint of(the blind personal
seem/ ego only, it may{®® so. But if they look at it\from the standpoint

of the enlightened human soul which loves truth,Ythesrwiii—Tmi—o—sv.

Even truth can be dangerously misapplied. This is the case when the

foregoing doctrines are made, by a false logic, tc free anyone from

moral responsibility. Although they attempt to explain the circumstance
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