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XIv
( ) The composition is technical but the

inspiration is mystical.

( ) The artist puts his personal mark on

the work he produces.

( ) If art has only an ornamental value, if
it is merely something with which to decorate
our clothes and our homes og to titillate our
senses of sight and hearing, or if it is an
escape in order to forget the burden of our
cares, it has justified itself. But it has not
found its highest mission and that is when men
are so0 affected by it, by the feeling of refined
beauty, which it awakens, that they accept the
clue thus offered them and follow it up until
it leads them deep within them to their higher
Selves.

( ) Why has so beautiful a creature as the

peacock have so harsh a cry?

( ) They are thoughts which give the mind a
great spaciousness.
( ) Those higher moods flicker across the

screen of mind and are gone.
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XIV

( ) There is neither a sense of superiority
nor a feeling of contempt in this attitude. It

is a quiet evaluation of observed facts.

( ) I feel that it is a writer's duty to
write about the best, the highest, the truest
things he knows and then only communicate these
thoughts to others. Only when I can see them
quite clearly and am convinced of their correct-

ness, ought I to start to turn to others.

( ) Sophocles plays, with their doomed
characters going helplessly to their dark fates,

are not cheerful reading.

4 ) Their prose communicates nothing worth
while to us, their poetry is atrocious and their
pPictures meaningsless. Their readers attract

the misfit and the unfit.

( ) It is a matter of having good taste and

enough sensitivity.

( ) Such noble words still cling to memory
like the subtle fragrance of incense.

( ) Truth is a secret to the unripened mind.
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XIv
( ) Poet, painter, musician, sculptor, or

whatever he be, if he stops with his artistry,
if he does not seek the inspiration to support
and ennoble it, then he is missing the very
best which it can give him and through him his
audience.

( ) For an aesthetic work to be born, it
should first turn the mind inward, get it quiet,
and then let the mind go back and let the senses

reveal what they can of full and real beauty.

( ) When Greek freedom was lost 338 B.C.
Isocrates, the best teacher of oratory in his
day, voluntarily starved himself to death aged
98.

& ) A vivid piece of writing recounting
some thorough research work with high spiritual
meaning is worth reading.

( ) Some come among us commissioned with a

sacred message.

( ) To say that mystical experience has no
validity because it is subjective, is to say

little.
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av
( ) The first fruit of philosophy is to bring
the calm repose of the soul into the activity
of the body.
( ) Of the five most famous Russian writers
of the 19th century Tolstoi was the most power-
ful writer of them all. He was too most spiritu-
al and most influential. But in himself he was
an ill-balanced man. Dostoievski, wo is usually
praised as being the most spiritual, was the
most religious, but an emotional psychopath in
love with the idea of suffering. He needed
straightening out. Turgenjev was competent and
talented but quite wordly. Maxim Gorki, altho-
ugh but a materialist, was fairly sensible and
an excellent writer. It would not be fair to
compare Checkov with the others, because,
although hié work was always good, he wrote

plays which the otherf did not.

( ) The pleasant chime of bronze church

bells makes music in the air.

( ) Greece — where Homer sang high epics

Praxiteles worked beauty into stone

- e _ —— _ ﬁ
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XIv
( ) Two hundred years ago life was dressed

in colours and a walk through the town's
Streets was like walking through a fancy dress
parade,

( ) If experience is to be deciphered

correctly, some impersonality is called for.

( ) Modern Art flamed across the homes of

the world with a conflagration of colour.

( ) Gifted men were inspired to produce

architectural gems and artistic masterpieces.

( ) A statement which should make the heart
pulse a little more quickly.

( ) Monsignor Torian, of ?erona, once showed
me some of his city‘s hidden trasures = among

them a 5th century original copy of a manuscript

in St. Augustine s own handwriting
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XIv
( ) Poetry without rhythm, music without
melody, prose without meaning, non-representat-
ional pictures without form and everything without
beauty grace or charm never touches the source of

inspired art.

( ) Long-after the men who created it all

beauty dies iE the end.

( ) He knowy that no man s work is so good

that it could not be better, 3 ave for the
5
plea of lack of time a writer to revise
= L.
sentences and polish phrases rﬁ’on as he assumes

the mantle of vanitye A_,g Moorﬁr) M—lﬁ&b
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( ) Greece s contribution of harmony and

proportion has served the world of art and archi-

- tecture.

( ) How pleasant it would be if, in some
former and distant existence, one were caught up

in the life of a leisured Chinese scholar.

( ) It is risky to try to modernize Shakes—
peare s story and language unless great restraint
is used.

( ) Sirius is the sky s brightest star.

=

( ) Sanskara of Kanci. /The Hindu artist ded-
icates his work to God. By such dedication purity

of mind arises."
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¥ )Tomorrow's events are already on their

way toward him RIV

(16) deincernstion. We tell our_chllsran :
strenge tales thet br;n% e xearnln% wonder into
their eyes, for out of the far psst their s;%gle
and unstained souls remember lsnddpeopled wi
~ feiries and gods.
™ (47) Those whom life has wounded mey turn to
3 /spirituel teachings for comfort, but too oiten
tﬁis is only e paSsing reaction to sufferings.
1t has its temporsry velue snd plsce, but it is
not the same as econsciousl and cleerly engesg-
ing in the Quest becsuse the thirst for truth
18 predomineant.
(18) It is not what the world calls success
thet philosovhy endorses. A men mgy suffer
the imnominy of defeat and failure snd yet ful-
fil bhe highest function, the true purpose of
his life. "It is an ignorent and mesn definition
of success which ties it to social recognition
d worldly E;osper1ty.
??9) What @ 1gﬁer power has decreed must come
to pass. But what & man hes made for nimself
he cen modify or unmake. The first is rete, the
W M\, second destiny. The one comes irom outside hig
- ersonal ego, the other from his own tsults,
~— the evolutionary will of his soul is part of the
neture of things but the conse uences of his own
ections remein, however elightly, within his
own control,
{20) Only when he sees tnat, he himself is the
prime ceuse of his own troubles, end that other
people have been not more then the secondery
cause, does he see aright.
(21) e ere not so free in our choices, with
relerence to decisions and actions, as meany
think they ere. The free will they exercise is
lar ekg.an illusion.
(22% inis bleming of others for one's misfortunes
*r even for one's misdeeds is, for the quester
device whereby the ego directs attention awe
om its own %ullt, angpthus maintains its hol
pon the heart end the mind. For the ordinary
men 1t is merely the emotional expression of
sB1r1tual lgnorence.
(23) Somewheére on the rosd of life, the now hig-
den end invisible hand of destin% ig weiting, and
ou

i 'h forth d touch his s der.
( T@é%rgeggg v?gissf?udes which cannot be evaded,
ey : .
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2 4 JWhat a pity that so many go to deathXIV)
with 1ittle felt of life's higher value,and
{ snothing at all about its meaning
\ )In 1ife we do not find man f£s entirely free

to worl giﬁkgﬁp way and will,nor do we find him
entirel)yblowt avout Ly exbterior forces and

circumstanccssbolh are present cide-by side
Lthicugh not nzcessarily equall in extent. Huaan
exlelence iz the resultzant from their combination
( )Those vhose thoughts are limited %o earthly
things,do not change with the change called death
They stay earth-bound,pathetically inmefctusl and
bored unless they are able to possess or obseEss
somedne mmxmmrik still living in this world.
( )"The fact that A should,at a certain moment 1
their unconnectedlives,happen to be in the same pla
=ace and no other one at the same moment,invites
specilation, "-~Isabel Qii
#o— ( )Does man's 1life ha%e to take the Poubde
which it follows,does he haVe to suffer inexora
bLy the troubles which plague him or the=ilnesses
which beset him?%.
( = )Clifford Baxs"In my experience astrologyhas
proved to be a sound indicator of temperament and
ability,but except for hinting at the manner of
death,oé little or no value as a means of fore-
telling the future,This suggested that Free Will
has rather the better of it in the tug-olf-war with
with Destiny,..As t e 191% war drapgged onwards we
examined the.horoscopes of those among our friends
who had been killed,and we were surprised to find
no indication of suaden or violent death.It
seemed as Tho National Destiny may overwhelm what w
would have been a man's life-story™ ( )4 »on is
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OTY) (o)

(30) A man's ignorance and helplessness is in
proportion to what he feels about the Universal
Minde. If he denies its very existence, if he is
an utter materialist, then he has set himself at
cross-purposes to Nature and will one day discover
that his power and knowledge are as nothing. If

. he believes in the existence of a Universal lind,

- but regards it as something utterly apart and sep-

— arate from himself, then his position is much saf-
ery If he recognizes that he is rooted in the Uni-
versal Mind, and seeks to develop his awareness of
it, then he will become strong and wise in propor=-
tion to this development. In the first case, the
man's attitude will constitute a permanent danger
to himj; in the third case it will constitute a de-
liverance for him.
(31)Psychoanalysis and psychiatry have to deepen
themselves if they are to fulfil their owm best
possibilities.s The emotional vacillations and
mental perturbations of the lower self must be
studied and understood, but this will never be
adequately achieved if the existence of the higher

__Self is denied or ignored,

. ﬂ. (-5-'._’2)-::"?‘, - -....‘. e < e -

p— T ——
(33) In the strictest meaning of the term, no man
can give up hinmself, for no man can give up his
innermost beinge 3But what is really meant by the
term and what every man could give up is the false
sense of self which makes him think that he is
o the ego or only the bodys
(34) The ego is after all only an ideas It de-
rives its seening actualitly from a higher source.
If we make the inmer effort to search for its ori-
gin we shall eventually find the iind in which this
idea originated, That mind is the Overself., This
search is the Quest. The self-separation of the
idea from the mind which makes its existence

~ possibley, is egoism.

"“f35] He will then see that the ego is not his true
self, that the evil and error which it spawns are
the avoidable causes of avoidable digtresses,

(36) So long as he is unconscious of his true self
and lives o in his false self, the ego, so long
has a man failed To fylfil his higher purpose on
earths
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d by the her power, is not.The er '
T otk iy By 014 A 13 S R
=

ed in its beginning.
() Astrology is not end cennot become sn exect
sclence 1n the seme wsy that physics is &n exsct
_ science, so long s its deta remeins so freg-
(8 In our studies, the term the "unconscious”
1s not used in_the nerrow mesning of certein
arbitrarily selected innste trenﬁs siven it by
the psycho-enalysts, but in a broedly scientiftic
sense, as containing in potential latency sll
thepossibilities gained 1n the conscious life
and all the deposits of former esrth lives, and
not only the personal possibilities, but siso
the super personel or cosmic ones.
(4) Tosee what educetion cen do in & short time
to change & nation's outlook look how the fussi-
&n, Germen end ltelien cnildren have been indoc-
¢r1nate@ with Communist, Nezi end rescist views
espectively. If these millions cen be trained
to view thelr neighbours with hatred, why cennot
—~ We train our millions to view their neig%hours
\ with goodwill?
Hitler more then anyone else, has demonstrated
the tremendous power which lies in education to
mould the mind end outlook of the generation
ggggéng up, elbeit he moulded it for evil pur-
.5) The primery and justifiable I -
1Vve weapons snguld bg for self dgggng; desﬁgzct
however, throu§h greed or fondness for'figntin~
they are turmed to offensive end agEressive us%é
he who thus violztes ethicsl laws, will, sooner
?g éé&g{ithES toqpaydthe karmic Eenalt&. Thgs
: dally true of indivi BriCr -
%g eg1allst1c militariégédual S el
ur troubles make i re i fe
end thus teszch us non-:EtEéﬁggngf Sy 1k
~ 7) We worry ourselves through the deys of an
xlstence which is itself buf s day. A profound
gﬁgniggn£?11§ ontthe h?art when it reslises the
ent nature of i
wfé} uman. being. ot 2ll worldly things snd
_ J) A men's sins are the oy It imi
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JThere are those,it seems,who can neither '—-ﬁj'

absorb nor profit from experience. XV11

(24) Only when & man can_judge h&& owr fortunes
with impersonelity =nd wdthout complaint, cen
he deve og the capacity to understend tne
mystery of his destiny and why it has tesken one
srticuler course rather then another.
F25) 1f we sccept the fact that amn is as pre-
destined to suffer as to engoy life, that both
experiences have been sllotted to him, sometim-
es in juxtaposition, but more often in ryntihm,
we cen better prepsre ourselves for life. 1If
we refuse to zsccept it we msy hesve to pey the
rice wnhich Oscar Wilde hed to pasy. The same
Eilde. who until he was forty yesrs old, ssaid
that he did not know what it felt like to be
unhappy, who repeatedly ssid, "We should seek
the joys of life end leave the sores alone”
lived to utter this conlession and commentar
upon his eerlier attitd@de, "1 seem dead to all
emotions except those of enguish end despsir.”
(26) Three ways of looking &t the world, out of
meny:- (1) young optimism, such as that of
Christien Science, New Thought, etc.,which

~ solves problems by ignoring them or by dismiss-

ing them es lumsginery; (2) individual optimism
wnlch believes thet men can conguer sll diffi-
culties by supreme self exertion of will: (3)
the fetalistic acceptance of all difficulties
a8 unavoideble end unmodifiable,

(27) Bach is reluctent to sdmit that he is the
author of so meny of his own troubles, eech
refuses to draw a streight line from his mistak-
es to his misfortunes.

(28) How cen & men hold et one &nd the same
time & belief in the existence of destiny and

8 sense of personal responsibility? Philosophy
reconciles the two , solves the dilemms and
mekes this position quite ressonable.

(29) When he sees now different are so many of
the actual from the intended results, he begins
to realise that another factor besides his own
will is at play in the geme of life,

(30) How fleeting are the situstions end events
of life's film, how tenuous our experience of
them. For the past has now vanished like &
dr‘eaq. (502 )Insensiblffetep by stepayvet each
leading naturally from)the one before e he
finds himself && 1ed from event to
event until th is reached

—eee o
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7is bot tive and defensive,guite
.7 is both protective and delensg _

¥ “egsential to render life tolerab

)This inability to remember paslt DITTNS———_
le,

(9) When we uphold the existence of freewill,
we uphold implicitly the existence of fate. ror
enquity into the wasy the_ thought of freedom
erises in the mind revesls that it always comes
coupled with the thought of fate. 1f one 18

-denied, then the other is thereby denied elso,

(10) The sbility to hold on during a single derk
period, when the frustrations end humilietions
of poverty seem unbearable, may turn the tert-
unes of one's entire life for the better.
(11) kither ecperience or reflection will yield
knowledge of the proper wasy to hendle circum-
stances, but knowledge gained by e combination
of both is slweys superior. :
(12) #rrors of the past should be studied end
enalysed with a view to prevention of their
recurrence, not with & view to making oneself
misersble,
(13) retribution must one day overteke the wrong
doer. His sins and mistekes will pile up until
one day the karmic hour strikes esnd they come
down on him with & crash. All feilure to weke
up to respongibilities constitutes an ethical s
error for which a men must besr the conseguence
eventually. Thus the fsilure to do & right deet
in a certezin situation mey be a karmic sin, als
though very much less so then doing & wrong ded
{(14) Thet the retribution of guilt is es much =
hephazard thing ss the rewsrd of goodness -
this is e logicel conclusion from the doctrine
of materislism, es dan%erous to the individual
¥bo believes it as to the society in which he
ives.
(15) Everyone hes to feel end think end sct and
speek. But everyone does not gerceive the con-
sequences, near or remote, swift or slow, of
these different operzstions, €
Whoever choses a wrong aim or an unworthy desir
must endure the consequences of his choice.’
In every evil act, its painful recoil lies ‘
hidden,
The process is & cumulstive one.
Lach sct begets a further one in the same down-
ward-direction. sach deperture from rignteous-
nes§makes return more difficult, _ .. - 17¢s
L JING Uk, ) g LRSI L . Lk e e e -
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Yine reallity O0I g man's freédom 18 +a 3
r=‘:¢’-?a‘1;857 py his acceptance of 1=e5‘-}0115ibﬁ% )-EIV
=ity 0) No human existence is without its troubles at some

period or without its frictions at anothew, The first
“ arises out of the element of destiny which surrounds
human freedom, the second out of the element of egoism

?L:ighl?xmunds human relations,

the physical memories of earlier liv
— the mental capacities and emotional trends p:is;:te.lm =
X &ai)m’mat at times it is possible to foretell the future,
ow beforehand what is going to happen,is a matter of

?ﬁ?ogal experilgnee with the sensitive man,

Ll e are seldom fair to fate, When events do not ha

pen in the way we would like them to we refuse to accepz-

?2;:‘ 1dua§u th‘atﬁ itﬂjis our own fault so we blame our harsh

2. en they do hapren favorabl
take the credit for bringing them Bont]
0 much of what we shall later experience is already
written down in the book of destimy. ie shall live =

C(JE;} like enchanted beings placed under a spell,

11T

-

~—(L46) The Em=x passage from anguish of 1life to anger at
~#~_ life is often a short one, e
—-<(47) How priceless wonld be the knowledge of the outcome
~of our actions at the time we did them! Hﬁﬁiﬂﬂlﬂa‘élg” .
the capacity to foretell beforehand the consequences:
our deeds] We would then certainly avoid the Lragedy of
error and the misery of failure,--So runs our thinking, '
But Xikm life is wiser and lets us profit by the commissior
of error and the experience of failure to find out whatb
needs correction or cultivation in our own personalities.
L8 (48) Have astrologers ever answered the criticism of St.
Augustine, that twins born under identical aspects do not
have identical fortunes in life?
(L9) The 'lucky gem' which can thwart the power of karma
and bring a man to the high position which he does not
deserve has not been found, the 'unlucky stone' which can
deprive a man of the fruits of his endeavour has not been
formed.
(50) Must we believe that man acts under the compulsion
~_ of factors outside himself, which destroy his freedom of
will an? determine the fortunes of his 1life?
(51) If a sharp intelleet shuts the door on allauthorities
except one,it has only its own foolishmess to thank when
it shuts truth out with its action., So keen witty and

logical a mind as St., A tine's brusquely rejected the
doctrine of the sesoive) reinczrnations o, oarth, Yet
@mﬁ s?

—_— —_————/
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: cermfiXIV)
in the same book, "The City of God", where he Toes this
he unhesitatingly accepts the computation that the age
of the human race is less than six thousand years, He
basks his reckoning on nothing more than the petty tribal
histories contained in the Old Testament., He rejects too
the grand conception of the. pagan thinkers who preceded
him, that the world has passed through countless cycles
and consists of an infinite number of worlds,

(51-a) T /ihen the belief in destiny is allowed to paralyze
all energy and overwhelm all courage, it should be re-
~examined, When the belief in free-will is allowed to

lead men into egoistic arrogance and materialistic ignor-
ance, it also should be re-examined,

(51-0)58) The position from which any situatien or an{object,
ves or else makes it ngless,
The law of nlatiﬂtymgmlu everything, e

(51-c) If disillusionment is the prologue and .mubstance of our
11vos, the cheering message offh mysterfious Hope shall

be its epilogue. b= -

(51~d)The method of diEposing of persona difficulties by trial
&nd error is risky and faulty, whereas the method of dig-
posing of them by calm, impersodY dispassionate refkect-

ion is safer and surer.

(8l=e)Sorrow, loss and pain mey be unweleome & evils but they

3 arc &l the same time opportunities to practice the thilo-
sorhic attitude amd to train the will.

(51-f) Our lives are like gjig-saw puzzle, we collect our little

queerly-shaped pieces sndfhen one duy the pettern is seen.

i*i*x(ﬁl—g)ﬁscausa the Mind at the back of the Universes' life
i$ infinitely wise, there is always a reason for wh:t happens
to us. It is better therefore not to rail at adverse Events
but to try to find out vhy they are there. It may be consol-
ing to blame others for them but it will not be helpful, if
we look within ourselves for the causes, we take the first
step toward bringing adversity to an end ; if we look outside,

we ecessaril lo " \
(51-%‘?_’@;_ Ticie: b ngité_“-  oyal) sl
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IV

(1)>"hat spirituslism is mostly traffickj-q(m&,
whe. 2 it is not sub-conscious dramatizati . of the mind’
's own content, is less often spirits of dead menjas
spirits of half-animal half-humen beings, who pretend
to be what they are not, and mislead $itters, and who
are antagonistic to the human kingdom because the lat-
ter has all too frequently dealt antagonistically with
the animal kingdom.
(2) Whole scenes out of the years from childhood to
the present unwind themselves during th~ post-death
experience before the spirit's mental gaze.
(3)Speculations on former births can develop into hal-
lucinations, It is wise to keep off these useless im-
aginations and attend to the here and now.
(4)We must bear with resignation and acceptance the
coming of this inevitable visitor, Dezth, to those we
love. It is useless to rebel or complain gainst a2 law
of 1life which has been such since time began.
(5)The messages are certainly not produced by the cons-
cious mind but they mav still be produced by the sub-
conscious mind. To call in, for the purpose of explans-
tion, some outside and unearthly force, some unseen
spirit, can only be justified after the subconscious!
power and operation have been first called in and ade-
quately heard.
(6) The seme situation conmot recur.

(T)Sometimes a fatelity cennot be ebcaped.

{G) A mind loaded witl sorts of misery-bringing memories

(9) 4n event whiech mey be to his materi dvantage but will
not be to his spiritusl good.,
(10) How many a death, how many a life it took to bring
him to this point on the evolutionery mountain !
(11) The mistake of the Oriental fatalist (and Greek
tragedian) is to regard the probable as the inevitable.
(12) Our actions and our thoughts retwrn on us as our
karma.
(13) He cannot escape possessing the temperment
inherited from former births nor avoid showing the
tendencies generated in them.
(14) Every unfulfilled desire acts as an attractive
force to draw us back to earth again after every
death.

(15) Life comes from a @ource beyond man's knowledge
and outside his control. Only the expression is within

it.
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i36a)15 it impossible to dictate his own destiny?ls
here nothing he can do to change his m_\life's
pattern?
(37) Meny men unwittingly break the higher laws of life.
Others, either knowing of them or believing in them,
fail to understand them well enough to apply them »
personally.
(38)Everyone has his burden of bad karma. What
{ kind and how heavy it is are important, but more
important is how the man carries it.
(39)If it is to happen at all it will happen at
the opportune moment-not a day too soom, not too
late.
(40) Learn to accept what must be.
(Y1) Buddha taught us to watch what we think, say
and do for that is the source of karma. Each
moment we make the pattern for the next one.
(42) Introduce new Tactors at the proper time
and you may influence the flow of events. The
course destined for then is not rigidly destined.
(43)If circumstances cannot be changed, they may
be modified. If they cannot be modified, they
mﬂﬁ be viewed with a changed attitude of mind.
(W) Is each man's course in life laid out for
him in advance? And if so, ought he to submit
uletly to what he cannot change?
5)°The harm he does to others he does also to
himself.
(46)In their search for satisfactions outside
of, and apart from t'.e Overself men and women
are really fugitives from 1it.
(47)No force can be destroyed;it can only be re-
channelled. Life is a forcegjdeath is its re-
channelling.
(48)Professor Don Mackenzie Brown, of the
University of California at Santa Barbara,$old
me the story of a professional Hindu seer who
visited that city.Under the strictest sekbéntific
test conditions,the man correctly predicted a
number of headlines which would appear in the
7. local newspaper within the next week.Did this mean
© that the events to which they reifdred were already
present?If so,did that lead to the corollary that
they were fully pre-ordained and ruled by Fate? Or
was there some entirely different explanation?
(4¥9)Many events in a person's or a nation's life
are foreseeable, but only if existi?% trends of
thought and existing courses of action, are contin
-ued.
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(ZIN)

(31) We ought not to ask men to express qualities of character =x»

and mind which neither experience nor birth enable them to ez

press.

(32) If he has the sagacity to take in the gad lesson of these

experiences and the practicality to turn it to morel profit,

he is & true student of philosophy.

(33) It ic no help to the student, and mey only continue
N\ is present troubles, to let him ignore his true situstion

: erlook the contribution to mede by his
personal weaknesses.

(34) The infinite wisdom of ths World-Mind is behind the world

and rules its course, which is not left to the accidents of

chance.

(85) The ring of circumstences sometimes holds us too tightly to -

be slipped off the finger of existence by & determined will.

(36) Thought and experience will bring him to a high degree, if

he uses the first and reads the second aright.

(37) The mind must be disciplined to endurs fate, to bear criti-

cism, to breast misfortunes end to overcome suffering. .

(38) The right timing of our actions is not less important thah

the right thinking which should precede them.

(39) It is man himself and:mnone other, who will his destiny.

(%0-a) The evil doer may delude himself becsuse of early suce-
~~ ses, But it ie no use. He may cheat the law of the lapd,

& he cannot cheat K « 1t will "get™ him in the end. He
h__#stpone the consecuences of his nisdeeds for a time, but he .
cannot prevent them in the end.

(39-b) The past puts itself into eveyy thought, every act, every

perception even.

(89-c) The Buddhe held that it is sometimes possible to get round

the effects of evil Karma by sheer cunning alone—Ceylon Daily New:

(39-d) Karma compels us so long &s we do not anticipete the direc-

tion of its course by intelligence, nor endeavour to divert its

flow by self-determination.

(39-e) Karma requites us Justly for our deeds. It is better there-

fore to bear our punichment with resigned understending than with

blind recentment.

(39-f)If this 1s the way his 1life has to be, if this is
how the cards of his destiny have fallen,and if the
‘“mer volce blds him accept it after the outer voice
~ has led him into unavailing attempts to alter it,

/then there must be some definite reason for the

& t him . h .
Gnetien 1ot Lis sOSS RTINS L,
2les of inexorable fate 1s to pronounce oneself a

glavérkixyx Whegnée thig fate? It wae not arbit-
rarily forced on eame, one. The very persons who

£ AT PEr 4
complains was it maker. A& therefore can Decone ite
-~ &d = -k -

- i
un-maker. b
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(XIv) N
(1) The Ancient Maye Ruins of Chichen-Itza, Yucatan,
Wexico, bear a crude mesonic emblem—the square and the
compass—aemong the many other inscriptions carved over
the elaborate entrance to the High Priest's Temple. In
another temple there are stetues of Atlas holding up
the world, Since these buildings date back to the third
century B.C. how did emblem and statue —both European—
come to appear there? Ancient Egypt's idea of the exam-
ipnation and judgment of the dead is duplicated there too
by a judge inspecting the soul of the dead man.
(2)The seme Death brings the bad man whatever mental
and emotional suffering he deserved but failed to get
during his lifetime, brings the good and earnest man
whatever spiritual and personal happiness he aspired
to but could not achieve in this world of imperfections
It was the belief in this that, emong other reacons,
and under certain circumstences, prompted some of the
Greek and Roman Stoics to take by their own hand the
life which Nature would take later from them anyway.

(3) Any medium who lets himself be ssessed attime
lying and malignuntbspiritépgn his seances wordd

be fortunste to escape with his senity =nd peace of
mind. He should first learn how to protect himself be-
fore he opens himself up to outside and unseen powers.
But such protection can be gained only by developing his
own strength, character, knowledge and aspiration. In-
deed his personal spiritual growth calls for this passag
to a higher stage. But this can be resched only by aben-
doning mediumship at leest for & time. At some future
date, he might be able to resume it but it would then

be so vastly superior znd so fully within his control,
that it would really be mysticism. For the controlling
entity would be either his own higher self or a genuine
living master. @“ ______f_;'@

(4) He will be content to leeve/his future in the disposal
of the higher power. He knows thet it is rendered secure
by his obedience to,end conformity with, the higher laws.
(5) Philosophy does mot reject the belief in the power
of enviromments over man. They are important. But, it
adds even more importent is the power of mezn himself.

(6) The face brain and form of the body will partly be
moulded by his destiny, partly by his character-tendenc-
ies and mental quelities.
(6)If men behave like wild beasts of prey,viédee:
nt and greedy; i1 they show an utter lack of

conseclence, we may write them down as doomed
to suffer themselwes one day thepsinful conseqg-
uelices of their misdedads,
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Q) (gry
(1) Not Descartes' formula 'I think,theretore
1 em' but the mystic's 'The Soul is within_me,
therefore 1 em." FKor Descartes' "I" is relative
and changeful, whereas the mystic's is ebsolute
end Rgnnanent.
(2) The shedow being which emerges from the body
~-at death, which resembles the body and lives for
-a while an independent existence 1n the world of
§p1r1ts. 1s doomed to decay and die in its own
urn.
(3) The after-death condition of certain rare
men like Jesus, Buddhs and Krishna is necesser-
ily a rare one. They continue the beneficent
work of urging end helping men to rise above
their lower natures which was insugurated when
menifest in the flesh whilst on earth, albeit it
must be understood that it will necessarily fail
to achieve the same degree of sharp effective-
ness which the use of a physicel body would have
iven it. Nevertheless, what it loses in depth
it gains in width, for although fersonal attain-
ment is swift among their disciples during their
. lifetime, popular influence among the masses is
- sble to spread like rgfples only after their
death, 0n1¥ a materialistic outlook of the uni-
verse will fail to understand that such a men
does not ever die end thet his true existence
contlnues, even when he is not in incarnation,
and that his saving power is still made svail-
eble for others even then. So long zs men cell
earmestly upon their name or cherish their mem-
ory with reverence, so long will they continue
their spirit-existence. They do not die, do
not reelly disappear. :
(4) When describing the vision of the past of a
dying men, insert at the zppropriate place,
"For & brief while the ego becomes its own
spectetor. For & brief fime it sees itsell
unblinded by desire snd ungoverned by venity.
—"snen only does it see esnd expect the justice
~behind its sorrows." . )
(b) The innermost bein%hof men, his mysterious
Overself, linke him with God. It does not
chenge with time nor die with the yeers., It is
eternal,.
(5-a) His actions lead to certain effects.
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(X1¥)

(8) The seventh chapter of "The Wisdom of the Ovepelf™
conteains some meterial which generslly answers the ques-
tione of life after death. It is q ite true that spirit-
ualism hes served the useful purpose of proving the ex-
istence of an after 1life, Nevertheless it is & dengeous
matter ® to experiment with practically. It is far sefer
to limit investigation to & study of its literature. More
specifically (1) the quest of psychic experiences is def-

* initely a stumbling block on the true path during the ear-

lier stages. They are almost sure to leave the novice
astray, may cause him to waste valuable years an d some-
times harm him in various ways. All attempts to estab-
lish contect with astral world in most cases will either
end in failure and deception or psychic injury.(b) Astrel
projection is neither wrong nor right but it should not
be sought for its own sake. It develops naturally of it-
self to one who is highly advanced on the truly spirit-
ual quest. DBut if sought prematurely by novices they are
likely toharm themselves. In the end it #11 be found th&
spiritualism is only a stepping-stone to the higher myst-
ical philosophy. It is of use as a half-way house for
many Westerners but one should not tarry here too long.
The higher and lower teachings are like oil and water.
They camnnot be mixed together and one day you will have
to make your choice between them if you wish to progress
ai not to remain stagnating.
(7) There is no needf for ahyone to seek to kn-w what
his previous incernations were. If the memories should
come, they represent something abnormal. Nature does
not desire that we should be hampered in the present by
the memory of the past, when the past itself stretches
away for such a long time. You need not trouvble your-
self therefore about previous incarnations, but concen-
trate fully on your present one so ac to make it as wor-
thy as you can.
(gg In the case of violent or accicental death, there
will be & period of unconscious, deep sleep for an ordin-
arily good person, but of being consciously earthbound
for an evil one.
(9) I myeelf find it is hard to believe that a disem-
bodied human entities are permitted by Neture, after so
long & period has elapsed, to take an interedt in the
affairs of our world, must less interfere with them or
inspire embodied individuals. Even reincarnation would
be more logical that thamk.
(9-a) Since the Oversgelf is outside time it is also outside
events. Nothing happens in it or to it.
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(1)

(10) It is not at all necessary to lesrn how we lived in
pest lives in order to know how best to live in this

one. Such knowledge might be useful but it also might

be quite dangerous. It could lead to attempts to evade
what is comdlig to us ss & consequence of what we have
done before. Such evesion could rob us of 2z chance to
learn the lessons of that experience, while the attem-
pts to gain this knowledge could ¥wma itself lezd to Psy-
chism. A sufficient practicel guide can be found in
Philosophy's morel wisdom, together wth one's own cons-
cious.

(11) Because man surrenders his own will to Cod's will,
this does not mean he should sit back and do nothing.
(12) The sehse of time between incarnmstions varies.

Five minutes to one is 2 hundred years to another.

(15)_John Masefield: A Creed

I hold that when a2 person dies

His soul returns again to earth;

Arrayed inssome new flesh-disguise
- Another mother gives him birth,

Such was my o'm belief end trust;

Thrs hand, this hend thot holds the pen,
Has may a hundred times been dust

And turned, as dust, to dust sgain.

(14) We think that birth is the beginning and
death the end of all for us, Theologlans and
metaphysicians have argued and disputed over
this as far back as the memory of man can go,
so who are we to say "yea" or "nay" to them?
But when the nolise and din of their jarring wed«
voices fade into the distance, when the gquieter
hours of evening wrap us around, fold upon fold,
Then it is that a strange and sublime sense
steals upon us, if we will but permit its
coming, and says: "My child, what they think
and what they say does not really matter, I
am by your slde and I shall never fall you,
Smile at Death if you wish, or fear it -- but
I am with you always",
(15) Life eeméd ever continues in new bodies
and the minds that now express themselves
therein are immensely older in time than they
~ seem to be,
(15-8) Within and witlout the universe there is only a single
abgsolute power a single uncreated essence, a single primary re-
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(X1IV)
(16) Freud's postulate of the Unconscious mind
as a structure of forgotten unrecoverable memories
is a precursor of the re-birth theory. It prepares
the way for sclentific acceptance of the latter
and should inevitably lead to it, In turn, it
throws light on the doectrine of karma, For the ego
which revives out of apparent nothingness 1s the
conscious mind which reappears out of the une
conscious, When the productions of these idea-
energles (i.e., tendencies, samskaras) is brought
to rest then they can never again objectify into a
physical environment, a fresh rebirth, and thus
man becomes karma free and enters Nirvana, As long
as he believes that he is the body he must
reincarnate in the body,
(17) A man may sit alone in his solitary room
and stir but little from it, yet the wisdome of
strange lands and stranger ages will float into
his mind, Such an one has received a high inheri-
tance down through the turnings of Time, a goodly
power that is the testament 8o his strenuous i
efforts in search of knowledge in former lives,
Some men are such natural mystics that they are
born, as it were, with the thaumaturge's wand in
their hands,
(18) It is common enough to hear of people who
want a place in the reincarnatory sun, compensate-
ing for their present obscurity by the discovery
that they were formerly Cleopatra or Julfus
Caesar or the like in their previous reincarnation,
We laugh at such weakness and vanity but we might
ask such perscns why should the presence of
remembrance stop with the last birth, What about
the birth before that? What about the dozens of
births before that ultimate one? What about the
births during the prehistoric period? Why pick on
only the first and not on the hundredth birth
from the present one?

(19) Nelther the reference to ancestry nor the
reference to environment wlll explain the charace
ters and the careers of many gifted men, They
are what they are, But why are they what they
are? Only the teaching of reincarnation can
account for them,

(13-a) Any hypnotist may invent a seeming world for you but

it will be gone in a few minutes or hours. Only the World-liing
can lnvent one that will last ang outlast the whole haman race
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(X1IV)

(20) Ultimately all beings must realize the
higher self -- there 1s no question of that, It is
the goal, but as this cannot be done in a single
1ife, a series of rebirths is absolutely necessary,
(21) Wisdom happens, It may be found among the
rich or respectable, or 1t may take a playful twrn
and dismay knobs by being born among the poor or
pariahs, Only fools try to tie class, race or
nationalist labels onto the soul,
(22) The seemingly deplorable tragedy of life
is that by the time we really begin to understand
what it is all about, materially as well as
spiritually, it is time to make our exit,
(23) The lotus-flower of the soul unfolds, but
slowly through many births, yet it is certain and
sure, This 1s indeed better than the mere
stuffing of the brain with learned lumber that has
to be abandoned with each Heath,
(24) The soul passes through recurring periods
of life and death, they tell us,
(25 Life 1s & great schoolroom and Death is
simply the next class, with a Veil hung between
the two,
(26) The doctrine of successive embodiments
alone offers a satisfying explanation why one man
1s born a Beethoven and another a brute,
(27) Re-incarnation accounts for the predis-
posing factors, the specifiec urges, the particular
additions and the natural qualities of each ego.
(28) There are wide differences between the
intellectual moral and psychical characteristics of
individual human beings. These differences are
more explicable by the law of re-sembodiment than
by the theories of hereditary and envirommental
influence,
(29) The seeker after mystical truth will have
to pass through many tests on his journey. From
some he may emerge victorious but under others he
may fall lamentably,
130) The souls of the "dead" still live, hehimd
«aether behind the vell or in newer bodies}

(50<a) The effect of the law of recompsense in unchangeable

only so far as no adequate counter-effects are brought into
being.
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(X1V)
{(31) When he looks back upon the leng series of
earth lives which belongs to his past, he 1s
struck afresh by the supreme wlsdom of Nature and
by the supreme necessity of this principle of
recurring embodiment. If there had been only one
_. 3ingle continuous earth life, his progress would
ave been brought to an end, he would have been
2luttered up by his own past and he could not
“~ have advanced in new directions., This past would
have surrcunded him like a circular wall, How
unerring the widdom and how infinite the mercy
which, by breaking this circle of necessity, gives
him the change of a fresh start again and aghin,
sets him free tc make 8 new begimmingsy Without
these breaks in his life-sequences, without the
advantages of fresh surroundings, different
circumstances, and new contmcts, he could not
have 1lifted himself to ever higher levels, but
would only have stagnated or fallen to lower ones,
(32) We are given one life, one day, one present
time, one conscious space=time level to concen-
trate on so that Nature'!s business iIn us shall not
¢ Interfered with, Yet other lives, other days,
ther times, other levels of consciousness
__«lready exlst just as much at this very moment,
even though we do not apprehend them, and await
our meeting and experience by a fated necessity,
(33) Relationship 1s a matter of soul, not a
measure of blood,
(23) When he knows that no good phase canlsast,
that fortune will never let him rest dursbl
in its undisturbed sunshine, he is ready for the
next step. 4And that is, to seek for inmer geace.
(24) The great plague &nd greater fire whic
devastated seventeenth cen ur¥ London were not
_without their lesson. ror out of them a new
. ¢ity emerged, which meant a sanitary, more beau-
tiful end better built city, ,
~ _{25) Duty &and destiny must be reckéned together
“in one's life account. 1t is often a mstfer of
not only what one should do but slso of what
circumstences ellow one to do,
(26) Such experiences point painfully to the
fact thet there is no abiding home for men on
this earth ’ :
27) Life owes you only what you have given it.
28) Kerma brings good or ill fortune in the
wake of men's deeds with strict distributivemli,
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o) (7T b
(1)¥here it is possible to undo the past, he will try
to do so, but where it is not he will remember the
lessons but forget the episodes.

(2)Although philosophy considers all attitudes to be rel-

ative, it makes use of particular attitudes a2s and when

necesgary. Because it recognized the factor of destiny
and tries to detect the trend of events, and to sdjust
itself to that trend, at certein periods it is optimis-
tic, at other periods pessimistic. It knows there are
times when the greatest efforts will still go badly.

This is why the philosopher disciplines himself to en-
dure with equanimity misfortunes which are such that nom

can avoid them but on the other hand he seeks to over-

come with resolution those which need to be fought agein-
st.

(3)If men knew that the law of compensation wes no less

operative than the law of their country, they would un-

questionably become more careful.

(4)Every infraction of the great law of compensation on
its moral side is cumulative, piles one upon another
into a heap, which is one reason why we often hear com-
plaint that afflictions are not in just ratio with sinc.

£)One important use of an astrological horoscope is

principally to detect the presence of new opportunity,
and to warn sgainst the presence of dangerous tests,
snares and pitfalls. It is often hard to mske & decis-
ion, when an important cross-road presents itself, if
one of the roads leads to disaster and the other to
good fortune. At such a time & correct horoscope will
be helpful in arriving at & right decision.

() People should be warned that cause and effect rule

in the moral realm no less than in the scientific reah

They should be trained from childhood to take this prin-

ciple into their calculation. They ehould be made to
feel responsible for setting causes into action thst in-
vite suffering or attract trouble or lead to frustration.

(7)1t is ridiculous for any sceptic to assert that it is

impossible to foretell the future when science itself is
doing it successfully every day of every year. Astronom-

ical science foretells the time of eclipses of the sun
end moon long in advance to the very minute of their
heppening. Chemical science foretells what will happen
to litmus paper when it is applied to alkaline or to
acid,

(7-a) How few seek to understend the real purpose of
all this coming to birth and growing up and getting ==
married end following a profession and getting old and
dying.
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(TV) oy
(8) Then he lives with such & conscious purpose the
changing experiences which come with every year's wheel-
like movement, are turned into lasting benefit.
(9) If the cause of his troubles is left unremoved, it
will in time lead to new effects and simply add more
misery to his existing burden. 411 his so-called es—
capes from them will be illusory, so long as this cause
is still operative.
(L0)But if man is to achieve this full welfare he cannot
live solely on a negative wisdom, cannot be guided mere-
ly by the lessons gained from his mistakes. He also
needs a positive truth to complement them.
(Ll)No man can help being the kind of person that he i=,
nor act as he does. His past has made his present. But
this does not exempt him from the responsibility of mod-
ifying his present where advisable and so create s bett-
er future.
12) Vhen men come to understand that the law of compen-
sation is not less real than the law of gravitation,
they will profit immensly.
(13)The law of compensation does not measure its rewards
and penalties according to the little scale of little
human minds,
(14)We must learn to bear with fortitude whaet we cannot
evoid with wisdom.
(15)The senseless repetition of habitusl mistakes mekes
& foolish history. It goes on until he begins to enquire
into the causes of his consequent sufferings, discovers
most of them within himself, and sets out on their mest-
GITC
(16)Too meny people are praying to be delivered from the
consequences of their errors or wesaknesses, toé few are
trying to set themselves free from the faults themselves.
If the peayers of the larger group ere answered, the week
nesses still remain nd the same consequences are bound to
recur again. If the efforts of the smaller group are succ-
essful, they will be delivered for ever.
(17)It is not only & misfortune for which he is to be
pitied, when & man endures trouble of his omnmmeking,
but also a fault for which he is to be blamed.
< (18) The events of our future remein in & fluid state
until e certain time. We have the free-will to modify
them during that period, although it is never an sbsolute
freedom,

\
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" "
( 19 ) They do not know that they infl&%i%aeﬁ

pein on themselves and suffer needless sorrow.

( 20 ) It is the business of intelligence to study
the follies of misspent years, to reflect upon the mis-
tekes of a wasted past, and to extract both werning and
knowledge from such experience. If it does this, if

it firmly resolves no longer to repeat endlessly those
courses which bring loss and pain it will lead the man
to victory over failure. He may have made every blunder
end committed every sin, but he can yet emerge triumph-
antly into peace.

(21 ) As life's course makes its way through gain

and loss, health and sickness, reunions and partings,

the accumulated experiences become converted into ed-

ucative values.

(22 ) Everything, every experience, good or bad,

pleasant or unpleasant, may be turned into a pointer

towards our true nature, a reminder of the high quest

which all human beings are here on earth to follow

whether consciously or not.

(25 ) There is no room for the vehement propagenda

of philosophy because there is no basis for it, and

no justification of it. Those who are ripened by ex-

perience and thought can alone take it up.All others,

being unready, cannot do so.

( 24 ) Too meny people complain that they have been

unfairly singled out by fate from others for unwarrant-

ed troubles, that they have had more misfortumes than

they can bear and that the good life they have led has

availed nothing against such cosmic ill-will. The

fact is, not that they have been specially harrassed

but that they have convinced themselves they have been

harassed!

( 25 ) This is the therapy which magnifies hopeful

truths and minifies dismal troubles.

( 26 ) While these events are so near to us, we do

not see hem in their proper perspective.

( 27 ) Life at times is both ironical and cruel to-

ward us.

( 28 )So long as a men makes & wrong decision, foll-

OwWs a wrong course or marries the wrong woman, so long

must he expect to suffer.

( 29 ) Without the capacity to use free will for

moral purposes, man would be & mere machine.

( m)ﬂhareamwﬂ%mtputhifaelfunderhis
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( 31 ) The medium can do nothing beyond recelving
'ﬁﬁk].y what is impla.ntal in him, for he is no ]_onggr

in & positive purposeful state of activity. He has
lost his own individual selfhood, and especially his
power of logical rational thinking. Thus he lies at
the mercy of whatever entity or whatever subconscious
image overshadows him,. The danger is that malevolent
forces may teke hold of him and meke him their captive.
( 3 ) The distance between those who seek spiritual
truth and those who shut their eyes to it, is correctly
measurable by the number of reincernations which lie
between the two attitudes. It is a long distance to
travel.

( 33 ) The personal development and mental discov—
eries which have been made in past incammations do not
have to be repeated afresh in the same way with each
new one. Vhat happens however is a swift recaptitu-
lation or distillation of.whole historic mx previous
experience during the first helf of the new incarnation.

(34) We have only to look back and sum up the events
of a whole lifetime to read in them the one sure mean-
ing of it all. The future is pre-existent in us from
the very beginning. Although it is not so hard-set
" that a change in ourselves will not modify it by re-
flected reaction.
(35) It would be an error to confuse this smmsmEmOx
serene peacefulness, this calm acceptance of life with
mere stagnation or unfeeling sluggishness. The latter
makes no effort to improve circumstances or to prog-
ress personally whereas the former is ready to do so
at any time. The latter is stupified by its situation
whereas the fomer patiently endures the necessities of
its situation, only so far and so long as it is unable
to change them.
(36) How far are 41 events predetermined and unalter-
able? IS the history of our times already writtenm in
unseen characters?
(37) fiomi When good luck follows on good judgment, the
result is sure.
(38) It is not enough to have ability. It must mest
with opportunity teoo or it will waste itself in a vac-
uum, Nor is this couple enough. There must be judg-
ment to recognise the opportunity as such.
(39) It is one thing to learn from experience, another
to remember and not forget these lessons.
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(X1V)

(40) It is one thing to learn from experience, another
to remember znd not forget these lessons.

(41) A man need not sit all night under & Feepul Tree
to get the revelation of this truth about the law of
Recompense. He can get it sitting in a professional
office or walking in the market place, if he will watch
whet heppens with his eyes and put two amd two together
with his brain.

{42) wWe need more lifetimespmend plenty of them—even
half e hundred would not be enough—to do the work upon
self which has been assigned us as our highest duty.
This is why reincarnation is a fact, and not a fable.
(43) Memory is a Spiritual faculty inasmuch as it gives
us the chance and means to extract teaching wisdom and
guidance from the past. It enables us to visualise past
experience and make it either & guide or & warning in
dealing with present problems.

(44) Every experience teaches its lessons for those who
have clear eyes to see hem.

(45) When 2 spiritual meaning is seen in human birth,
alongside of its physical meaning, we begin to see aright.
(46) These past experiences should give him the data
for guidance in negotiating present ones, should show
where his faults are and how they should be ettacked;
should help him to foresee and eliminate troubles.

(47) Opportunity must be seized at the very moment it
presents itself-—or it will be gone. According to the
Indian wisdom the same day, and therefore the same chances
which accompany it, can occur only once. They must be
taken at the time they present themselves or they are
lost.

(48) Right timing end fit circumstance sre necessary to
right action, otherwise the latter may be premature and
may even lead to failure instead of success.

(49) The belief in reincarnation is not so foolish as
it seems to some people: there is a reasoneble found-
ation for it.

(49) We do wrong in blaming a man for being what he is
(50) To rebel against what is necessary and to complain
against what is inevitsble, is to waste time and weaken
thought. It is better to gry to understend why they are
as they are.

(51) It is impossible to change oneself encugh in a
single lifetime, as we can never learn enough in the
same span. Rebirth is a necessity.
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(X1v)

(52) GCince the gift of creativity belongs to all of

us and is usable in all spheres of a man's 1life, he

can do much to mould that life if he exerts strength

and holds to determination

(53) After all alloweance is made for what the human
being hes inherited bdiologically and what he has ac-
quired socially, there is still a residue of natural
traits which is accountsble by neither. Those who can
apply reason properly and justly to the evidence offered
human memory, character and capecity, will find that this
residue is derived from fofrmer existences on this earth.
(54) If there is any loss of consciousness during the
change called death, it is only a brief one, as brief

or briefer than a night's sleep. Many of the departed
do not even know at the time what has really happened ®
them and still believe themselves to be physically alive.
For they find themselves spperently able to see others
&and hear voices and touch things just as before. Yet
all these experiences are entirely immaterisl, and take
lace within & conscious mind that has no fleshly brain.
fss} It was my friend, Sir Manilal Nanavati who told me
in Bombay what his American economics professor had ans-
wered when he lamented the helplessness of his people in
the face of famines. "So long as men think like you in
India, so long will they have to face recurring famines,
There is no evell to which CGod has not given a remedy.
Instead of throwing up your hands fatalistically, seek
the remedy."

(56) There is no capacity of mind which will always and
easily give the foresight of consequences, but there is =
capacity which will give an insight into truths which,
when applied to practical affeirs, guarantee the best
possible consequences.

(67) It is an inevitable happening, & pre-ordained sit-
uation.

(58) Each individual recapitulates the physical and
mental history of his previous reincarnations.

(59) A real freewill would not be the merely random
upsurges of an irresponsible irrational being. It must
be developed out of self-mastery.

(60) Why not pre-ordain events by using a hard will?
(61) The peesumption that we are all born spiritually
equal is utterly untensble in the light of rebirth.
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(XIV)

(62) The possession end power of will are only assumpt-
ions, yet they are not altogether false assumptions: He
who holds the pins still has a limited power of free
choice left after the immense impulsions of tempersment
and environment, of character and society of mental capa—
city and hereditary race have dane with him.
(63) The laws of being, physicel or spiritual, cannot be
circumvented in the end, must be learned and obeyed.
(64) The wheel of life does not stop for long, - soon it
will turn agein ad pass from the point of death to the
point of life.
(66) Does he really choose to do these acts or are they
already preordained by fate? Is his activity genuinely free
and what he wanted to do or is his liberty a mere illusion
and his desire mere reflection?
(66) The peasant who plants corn does so only because he
expects to profit by his work in the form of & harvest. He
relies on Neture's law. He knows it is implacable, that if
he ix will not sow, he will not be able to reap.
(67) Why should we pay in this birth for sins committed
in an earlier one? Of what profit to anyone, of what just-
ice to ourselves, when there is no visible line of connect-
ion between the wo?
(68) Wild animals are merciless but human snimals are &
mixed lot. GSome are kindly, others cruel. The difference
between the wild and human varieties is simply a difference
in evolution. The distance between them is filled with
births, experience, the resultent lessons absorbed leading
to traits developed.
(69) There is & slow cumulative effect of experience on the
character, ability and ultimately, consciousness.
(70) He will gain much by analysing the purposes and result:
of his actions, for the lessons he can gleen from them will
increase wisdom end fortify character.
(71) If the inevitable is happening everywhere, it is still
true that men's partially free will has contributed to meke
it so.
(72) He makes many wrong decisions in the course of a lifée-
time, suffers their consequences, and learns the lessons of
_ these results. If he is willing to learn them, they will be

mo e quickly, fully end consciously learnt; if not, they
will be only partielly, slowly and subconsciously,
(73) He is wise who sifts screens and absorbs the bygone
years, geking only their lessons, counsels, warnings and
encouragements. In this way he frees himself from much of
it.
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(x1v)
(74) Destiny maey bring them together for the purpose
of their spiritual birth of the younger =f one of them,
may confront them so that the elder may pass his living
vision and enlarged understanding to the other.
(76) The saying that "Experience is the best teacher" is
one I often thought should be altered to "Experience is

- most often the only teacher." It is surely dangerous to

be taught by what is so beset with perils, surely better

to be taught by reflection and intuition.

(76) Experience must bring some influence to bear upon a
man's character or outlook. But since it usually varies

all the way from utter bliss to extreme pain, these e
fluences are confusing and even contredictory.. / ,eliy ecakeg

(77) The grouping of circumstences can never again within
the seme lifetime repeat W himself mmamt /.
)

— o onvirom S
E?B) “Life usually brings most people an alternation of

happiness and migery. (WAL, Coeurinl Dot ffe k)
(78) Electrical fields have been detected by the use of
newly developed micro-volt-meters sround all living things
but there was no field sround & desd man. Many years ago
in "The Quest of the Overself" the existence of an electro-
magnetic connection between the photograph of 2 man and the

“men himself was revealed, and its disappearsnce on his

death was also recorded.  Thus science begins to offer a
basis for a part of our original statement.

(80) If it were true that a bad men must alweys remain
bed, where would the hope be for mankind? But in the per-
fect wisdom of the Infinite Wind, humen lives are so arrang-
ed thaet the bad man will go on garnering the untowerd re—
sults of his deeds until his mind, first subconsciously

but later consciously perceives the logical and causal con-
nection between his act and his suffering, and begins the
attempt to control his evil tendencies. Both this education
end this effort will continue through many births for a
single one would be too short in time, too poor in opport—
unity, for such & total reformation to be achieved.

(81)We return to birth so long as the ego is still our mest-
er and we tenant & form that is good or bad, whole or maim-

_ed, healthy or sick, in conformity with our just deserts

mder the law of Recompense.
(82) It is only if experience is correctly interpreted
that it brings discretion, and only if thought is correctly
reagoned that it brings discernment.

(82a) They provide a striking case of failure to comprehend
the truth of the laws of recomr :

uate self-earned sufferi ng ri
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(XIV)
(85) When the belief in fatelism is pushed to the Orient—
&l extreme, the believer assumes no more responsibility
for his life, his misdeeds his health, his errors and his
fortunes. All these have been decided long beforehand by
& power completely outside his control, it is not for him
to question the decisions or complain ageinst the actions
s er.
?541;1 Sg:: consider death & welcome oblivion to the burd-
ens of life, the strains of thought end the pressures of
affeirs, but most comsider it something that they do not
went md would push far away could they do so.
(85) Those who say they deem it unjust to be forced to
accept the painful consequences of deeds somebody else
has done, who consider the lack of remembrance between the
two earthly incarnations sufficient excuse for their lack
of belief in the d?ftrina of re-embodiment,
Lo

(86) Before 2 man can submit to his destiny he needs to
know what it is. Because somebhing hes happened to him

in the pest and is agein happening in the present, must

it necessarily happen in the fubure?

(87) If it cennot save us from dying, at least it can
help us to die gracefully.

(88) By being given another body to re-inhabit, we sre
piven another chance to learn.

t89) It is open to him to see each situation in two alter-
native and opposing ways, to teke what is known in mete-
physics as the immediate or the ultimate view. He can see
it on the one hand physically and materizlly or on the othe:
mentally and spiritually.

(90) History shows that there are implacable forces around
man which cen elevate him in & day or cast him down in a
night.

(91) If you want to know where you will go whem after you
are dead, I shall tell you for I have been there. You go
nowhere, no place. As awareness of this earth snd the
earthly body fade away, soon after dying, you will simply
enter the condition of awareness to which your character

~ entitles you,

(92) We are incarnsted to be educated. Experience provides
the lessons, and necessity gives the disciplines.

(98) It is this unconsciousness of his spiritusl selfhood
which is his worst calamity.
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(X1IV)
(94) There is nof other judge of your deeds than the law
of recompense, whose agent is your own Overself,
(92) He may do all he can to circumbent his destiny but
elthough he cen succedd in scme particulars he camnot in
others. For instance, the negro cannot change the color
of his skin. But the kind of experiences which fall to
his lot in consequence of that color are to some extent
subjeet to his influence and characher, while hic own
emotional reaction to them is to the fullest extent cert-
einly subject to them, ned
(96) There is a sagacity which comes from ripe/mmixexper—
ience and endbher which coamses from deepened experiencs.
(87) It is more important to face the future equipped with
right principles and strong character than with predictions.
concerning its details. If we establish good attitudes to-
ward it, we cennot get bad results.
(98) The loved one is not dead in the gense of ennihiletior
He has passed on his way.
(99) The differences between men in character, intelligenc:
end ebility exist mainly from birth.
(100) He misses the road-gsigns of life, the events which
could tell him where hes is going the epidodes which indic-
ate diExxiwroroxwresszxasx success or disaster fxkescoo:
doesorriodoess xtreiroommiagyx as a destination #f he does
not heed their meaning,
(101) whet is happening to his characteristics, what he is
learning from experience lies in more or less degree below
the threshold of consciousness. Only time, with its repet-
itions and thought, with its conclusions, will shift the
lesson or ability into visible manifestation above the
threshold.
(102) There is no substitute for personal experience, no
more effectual way to learm the lessons of human existence
than to see with one's own eyes and feel with one's own
body. This said, philosophy neither justifies nor approves
this wey, but only explaing why it is the commonest one.
(103) vhere is the man who is free to do as he pleases?
Such a one does not exist.
(104) Should we let matters alone to happen by themselves
or should we energetically try to shape them by our will?

»(105) The weaknes ourselves are projected outside us
into situations wheére we ere either forced to do something
sbout them or suffer the consequences of them. If we master
ourselves the situations wiil be satisfa_ctorily adjust ed,
if not they will either continue to plague us or disappear
only to reappear at a future dste.
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(1) (x1v) -

(l) Take away the thougnts and feelings, including the
body-thought and the specific\I-feeling, and you take amwyy
the whole basis ofgpersonsl ekistence. It is indeed the
only mode of his Life that she can conceive.

_After all, the personality is ony a series of continuous
thougnts, strongly held and cenired ground & particular
body, Fe who can win the power to free himself from all

thn&h‘ts, wins the nower to free himself from the ersoﬁ.

"1%- _thoughts, Oniy such a man has really obeyed Jesug'
injunction to Lose his life, For what other Life has man
ordinarily than the personal one? But Jesus also promised
e certain rewsrd for successfui obedisnce, e said thd
such & person would Geve'his\life, What does this mean?
When the thoughts lapse and the finited personality goes,
will the msn be Lereft of all consciousness? No-- he will
still possses pure conscilousnessy the deeper [ife thet
supports the finited eelf and sustains its very thoughts,
(2 ) We ascribe pPermanence and bestow reall%y on
the ego, a mistake which leads to all the mistaken
thoughts, attitudes course and acts that follow as
its effects. But the fact is that no ego can be

~ - preserved in perpetuity and that all egos are

-made up of ephemerally Joined-together activities
ne of the first consequences flowing from this
fact is that any habpiness which depends on the
®go's keeping its united state, must break down
with its further changes or disunion. Moreover,
since the cosmic law dooms all egos to eventual
merger in their higher source, a merger which
must be preceded by their dissolution 8f it 1s to

take place at all, their ogoistic happlness is
likewlise doomed,

(3) It would be utterly ridiculous not to grant
some kind of exlstence to the ego within this

world of appearances, This, our own eyes, our
own sensatlons, tell us to be the case, But it

is equally ridiculous for the ego to arrogate to
~itself a higher and more durable kind of exlstence

ithan it actually posses or a self-sufficiency

yhat belongs only to its infinite source. None of
the elements which form 1t is a permanent nuclemna
and none by itself is entitled to its name,
Dissolve these elements and the ego likewlse diss-

dves,thus revealing its temporary character.Still all
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(x1Vv)

=

(1) Despite all its parade of lsarning and experiments,
what science really knows about the real origin, the es-
sential nature and inmost working of the human mind, is
amazingly little. @
=~ (2) The work of different psychomanalysts has enabled
o them to penetrate different areas of the subconscious
mind. The mistake of some psycho-analysts, notably Freud,
has been to regard their limited area for the whole mind.
Yes, Dr. Freud, sex is certainly there, but it is not the
only thing there.
&2) The ego reincarnates under the compulsions of its own
I'MA e

(4) Just as each man has a separate identity, so
all men have distinctive traits and marks, forms
and appearances, Nature does not indulge in the
monotony of uniformity.
(5) We must indeed make a dinstinction between
the conscious self which is so tied to the body
and the superconscious self which is not got at
or grasped by the bodily senses.
(6) What we commonly think of as constituting the

~—M"I"™ is an idea which changes from year to year.
This i1s the personal 'I', But what we feel most
intimetely as being always present in all these
different ideas of the 'I', that is the sense of
being, of existence, never changes at all, It 1is
this which is our true &aduring 'I'.

——
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(7) To bring re-birth to an end hes two esoteric
(m)meanims. (%) Arhet is free from_the .
(b) kven though he is reborn physicelly 1n order
to help others, still, a2s he enjoys the awareness
of Atman, which he knows to be deesthless snd un-
born, he does not look et himself =s being reborm.
(8) Death is either unconscious stupor, blank
sleep, pertially conscious dreem sleep or fully
cOnsclous awareness, A :
(9) To the thoughtful, the promise of unendi
personsl consciousness is not a welcome boon but
a gloomy threat.
(10)

Every human institution, every humsn velue, gets
worn threadbare by use and has to meke way for s MW
—~ OSSPt ore. Even the most sacred and religious
< eauthorities lose their sway with the flow of time. When
the whole universe around us is so uncertzin and unsettled
we need not be surprised to discover thet the very &4 of
man is trensient too. Our centre of gravity is = shifting
e.
Gll) If he wins this impersonality at all,he willdo so
g:inrully and slowly, It is rarely that the strggle
kes an ea¥ier and quicker course.
(12) What he takes to be his tme identity is only a dream
that separates him from it, He has become a curious crea-
ture which eagerly accepts the confining darkness of the
ezo's life and turns its back on the blazing licht of the
soul's life,
(13) Bach ego has its own personal version of truth, which
coincides with other egos' versions only so far as they
reflect its prejudices and desires, fears and favoritisms,
\ and especially its limitations., Hence it is sure to dis-
Y/~ 73ree with many,
3) The ego looks in every direection for support.& that
e Inevitably it contradicts itself from time to time.@

e —————
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(XIV) >

=
(?) What is this thing which is conscious-
ness in a human being? If we could fiﬁd %ﬁe

answer to this simple question, we would at
the same time find the answers to an entire
gseries of complex grave and important questions.

(/) Consciousness runs deeper than ite con-
tents, subtler than its thinking activities and
serener than its surface-agitations.

(/7) A man commits suicide because of one of
a variety of causes: he may become completely
panic-stricken; he mey become utterly hopeless;
he may let go of all sense of proportion; or,
if to any degree mediumistic, he may be in-
fluenced suggestively by an evil spirit.

(M;)As egos they are certainly individual
lives and beings., Their separateness is un-
questionable. But as manifestatlons of the One
Infinite Life--Power, thelr separateness from It
is a great illusion,

(ﬁ&)“Givd up thyself" is the constant

~—~ injunction of all the great prophets. Before we
= can understand why this was thelr refrain, we
must first understand.the nature of the self
about which they were talking. There is in every
man a false self--the ezo--and a tyre one--the
Overself.
(7¢#) There is no enduring ego

(15) Only by constantly analyzing and finally perceiv-
ing the illusory character of the ego,

(1€) The very nature of reincarnation prevents anyone
from completely proving ite But there is no other theory
that is so reesonable to help us understand our evolution,
history, capscity, genius, character and inequality; no
other so useful to help us solve the great problem of why
we are here on earth at all. This dootrine, that the ege
repsatedly visits our plane in frdsh physical forms, is

" demanded by reason, supplied by intuition and verified by
revelation.

(17)The world-thought is an object to the ego-mind, which is

the subject to it. But the ego-mind is itself an object: the

awareness of it is simply the awareness of the ego-thought.
(17a) The ego will present him with various neat excuses
to explain awey his failures in conduct, or else offer
ingenious compromises to perpetuate them.

- — i —
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- (£IV) (=)

That we know this awareness exists means only that we have an

idea of ewarsness. We do not see that awareness as itself an

object, nor can we ever do so. If we are to know the awareness

by itself, first we would have to drop kmowing its objects, its

reflections in thought, including the ego-thought, and then be

it, not see it.

(18)There is only a single light of conscioumness in the mind's
“amera. Without it the world could not be photographed upon

o £ilm of our ego-mind. Without it, the ego-mind itself

would be just as blank. That light is the Overself.

(19)It would be wrong to believe that there are two separate

minds, two independent consciousnesses within us, one the

lower ego-mind, and the other, the higher Overself-mind; with

one, itself umwatched, watching the other. There is but one

independent illuminating mind and everything else in only a

. limited and reflected image within it. The ego is a thought-

series dependent on it.

(20)Each consciousness of the personal self not only includes

thoughts, but also feelings and volitions.

(21)The doctrine of transmigration of souls into enimal forms
was given out for, and led to the same effects as, the doctrine
of after-death punishment in hell. Timeeus Locrius, the
teacher of Plato, said as much and observed that "1f the mind
~—~ will not be led by true rezsoning, we restrain it by falsé!
The Buddhist and Christian picture of the souls of murderer:
being burnt in the fires of the underworld serves the same
warning and disciplinary purpose as the Hindu picture of those
souls incarnating into the bodies of wild beasts. Transmigra-
tion of this kind is not to be tzken literally. Brahmin
priests who teach it publicly do not, if they are also initie-
tes in philosophy, believe it privately. It is the exception,
not the rule, end opposed to the evolutionary course of Nature.
(22) It is this personal ego which tricks us into
believing that it is ourself, our true self, ever
grasping and ever desiring, ever creating fresh
illusions and false beliefs; it is this ego, with
its wily wsys, which keeps us from the discovery
of realitys
{23) If there is not to be an endless series of
observers, which would be unthinksble, there must
"be an ultimate one, itself unobserved and self=-
illuninated.
(24) what really happened to Descartes when he
lost himself in deep meditation whilst walking
the quays of Amsterdam and had to be led homedto
his lodging? He forgot his personal identitye
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(x1v) (@)
(37) Men are not separated from each other by the
yards between their Dbodies alone, but even more by
the inequality of their characters and the diacord
between their attitudes, Ilien do not become neighe
bors merely because their bodies live near to each
other, but because there is affinity between their
. charscters and harmony between their attitudes.
“T'wo loving friends are near each other even taough
their bodies are in separate continentsj two hat-
ing enemies are far from each other even though
their bodies are in the same rooms
(38) The mystery of personality can be solved if
we will first grant that there can be but one real
selfs Once this is granted, it will be seen that
any thing else claiming to be the personality can
o be a Talse selfs
(39) You raise one of the points on which I happen
to disagree with your respected master and that is
his experiment in the direction of attaining phys=
ical immortality. From a scientific astandpoint I
would not dare to sszy that anything is impossible
or to set any limits to human achievement but from
a philosophic standpoint I am a follower of the
~~-Buddha whose words on this point are as follows:
~+1e "That which, whether conscious or unconscious,
is not subject to decay and death, that you will
not find." 26 "No Samana, Brahman nor Mara, nor
any being in the Universe c¢an bring about the
following five things, namely, 'That which is sub-
ject to old age, should not grow old; that which
is subject to sickness should not be sick; that
which is subject to death, should not die; that
which is subject to decay should not decay; that
which is lisble to pass away should not pass away.'
(40) Even the shell-shocked soldier who suffers
from an almost total amnesia, forgetiing his per-
sonal identity and personsal history, does not suf=-
fer from any loss of the consciousness that he
istse Its 0ld ideas and images may have tempo-
rarily or even permanently vanished, but the mind
itself carries on.
(41) The disincarnate entity finds itself after
death in a mental world of its unconscious creatior
(42) If there were not something within a man
higher than his little ego, he would never be
brought to abnegate it as, on occasions, he does

gbnegate ite
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(XIv) (x1)
(47) The materislist tells us that the sciences of
biology and anthropology prove man to be a thinke-
ing animal and nothing more, 3ut we have already
demolished the materialistic theoxry of the world,
Therefore we cannot bow in complacence before such-
& solution of the enigms of human existence. How
— then shall we regard the materizlistic view? Armed
with philesophic preparation, we must now look
~ within ourselves for answer and subject the self
to a strict analysis. We must bring it up out of
the darkness and look it full in the face. This
alone when sufficiently prolenged and perfected
can cause its meaning to appear.
(48) "What am I, the thing that can sey I?" asked
Carlyles The creature which has become capable of
appreeiating the full significance of 'I' has bhe=
come fully conscious of its own personal exigtence.
This happens to every normal human being at an
early agee. ©Only, as the poet Tennyson wrote,
"The baby new to earth 8ky s
What time his tender palm\is prest
Against the circle of the breast,
Hag never thought that 'this is I'."
~(49) "But for a man to know himself well," said
~Socrates, "it is not enough that he knows his own
names "
(50) A dreaming body which believes itself to be
running away from a tiger is really lying flat and
motionless in bed. Behind the dream figure of a
tortured man projected by the dream mind stands the
dreamer himself. He is actually undergoing no tor=
ture at alles Similarly, if a waking world, tor-
tured man could penetrate deeply enough into his
own mental being he would find the deeper porfion
of his mind which has projected his own waking self
and which is likewise undergoing no torture at all.
To achieve this however, he would have to be as
able to stand aside from the waking standpoint as
he already is able, after awaking, to stand aside
~Irom the dream standpoint. But it must never be
forgotten that the W&klng, dream, and deeper selves
are three standpoints of one and the same mind, &are
all parts of the complex character of ourself. The
mind wears three faces, as it were, two of which
ere visible and the other invisible.
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(xIV) (=)
(54) A metephysical tenet which has previously
been studied is that the stored-up karmic impres-
sions of world-experience live powerfully and con-
tinuously within the personal consciousness as
thought-forms of those external things and beings
which form the basis of its own separateness. In-
deed, without his knowing it they compel the indi-
vidual to think this world into his personal ex~

< perience. Therefore man cannot have the body-

N

thought without having the world-thoughtat the
same time. The reverse is equally true. His con-
sciousness of the physical ego is inter-locked
with his consciousness of the physical world. This
is why he loses the conjoint consciousness of both
during sleep when the 'I'-thought lets go of the
body~thought and is itself withdrawn into the
minds If now we consider meditation again, we
find that when attention becomes so concentrated
on its object that it actually identifies itself
with it, then the consciousness of the latter as

a separate existence stops altogethers, The pro-
cess which begins with simple concentration grad-
ually flows until it consummates itself in deep
reveries. Mentally there is then only a single

thought and physically a state of intense self=

absorption is induced. The latter will indeed
seem to an outside observer to be what he is like~
ly to call a 'trance' and it is generally so
called by writers on the subject of yogae Hence
when an ordinary yogi is able to bring his think-
ing operations to a dead-stop as the climax of his
practicesy all these karmic impressions are an=-
nulled. The five senses then cease operating be~
cause the mind's attention is absent from their
organs, with the consequence that the entire ex~
ternal world disappears from his field of con~
sciousness and he passes into a trance. Nature
however, reasserts herself and revives the ime=
pressions, with the conseguence that he passes

out of his trance and back into world awareness
againe If now he ruminates over what has happened
to him he feels, then, that the world is only a
thoughta

(65) Thus in his onward march the aspirant has to
overcome his sensations and emotions, his thoughts
and reasonings, all indeed that he has hitherto

known as himself, before he can wake up to the
existence of the hidden observers
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(56) What is its consciousness like? If we use
our ordinary faculties only, we may ponder this
problem for a lifetime without discerning its
solution for it is evident that we enter a reslm .
where the very questioner himself must disappear
as soon as he crosses the frontier, The personal
'I' must be like & mere wave in such an ocean, a
finite center in incomprehensible infinitude. It/

“would be impossible to realize what mind-in-itself

is so long as we narrow down the focus of atten=
tion to the personal 'I'-thoughtes For it would be
like a wave vainly trying to collect and cram the
whole ocean within itself, whilst refusing to ex=~
and its attention beyond its own finite form,
f5?] Because this emanated consciousness of the
Overself ties itself so completely and so contin-
uously to the thought-series, which after all are
its own creations, it identifies itself with the
illusory ego produced by their activity and fore
zets its own larger, less limited oxigine
%58) If we examine the human entity we find that
it has a twofold natures On the conscious side,
there is a composite of animel and man, whils® on
the unconscious side there is the divine soul.

{59) The same destiny which brought us to birth

will bring us to death, And just as a drama of
different phases of consciousness unfolded itself
after birth, so & drama of changes in conscious-
ness will unfold itself after deathe It is not
snnihilation that we ought to fear, for that will
not happen. It ig rather the evil in our own
self, and the pain that follows in the train of
that evil as a shadow follows & man in the sune-
(60) We are tenants in this rented house of the
bodye. We have no certainty of possession. There
is no lease on parchment paper with government
stamp to guarantee even a single vear's holdinge
(61) The fact that we know our bodies is a guar=
antee that we can know our souls, For the knowing

_principle in us is derived from the soul itselfs

We have only to search our own minds deeply

enough and ardently enough to discover ii.

(62) The person is like an oyster shell, & mere
house built around and existing for the living in-

habitant within, yet_a house that has somehowy
grown out of it and become jngeparably a part of

ite
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() (X1V)
(63) If it could be both that which is observed
end the observer itself for = single second then
surely the two mental conditions would instantly
annihilate sach others The task is as hard and
as foredoomed to failure as trying to look direct-
1y at one's own face. Thus the inherent impossi-
bility of such a situation stands revealed. There
T.8 only one last hope for success in such a quest |
~“and that is to abandon all attempts to know it
the ordinary methods of knowledge. What would
such an approach necessarily involve? It would
involve two factors: first, a union of the peIr=
sonal 'I' into the hidden observer, of which it is
an expression, although the merger must not be so
absolute as to obliterate the ego altogetiier;
second, an abandomment of the intellectual method
which breaks up consciousness into separate
thoughts,
(64) When, and thus also, because of distracted
attention, we are wholly absorbed in watching a
cinema picture to the extent that we forget oure
self and our personal affairs, the ego temporarily
disappears and ceases to exist for us. This too
—means, if it means anything at all, that the ego
~exists only by virtue of its existence in our con~
sciousness. If we exercise ourself in withdraw-
ing attention from the ego, not to bestow it upon
& cinema picture but to bestow it upon our own
inner being, we may succeed in getting behind the
ego and discovering the Witness-self,
(66) Another result of a full comprehension of
mentalism is that it makes possible a change of
attitude towards the doctrine of reincarnation,
Those who reject this doctrine because they are
not interested in any past or future person who is
not completely identical with their present person,
do not perceive that this lack of interest srises
out of their total self-identification with +the
physical body, They regard it to be the real 'If,
Dut this is utter materialism. For they do not see
““that the mental 'I' is more really their self than
the fleshly one. lentalism can help greatly %o
rectify their error,
(66) He who has taken many births has a great
wealth of total experience behind him. This nmani-

fests itself naturally in wiser decisions and
better self-~control,

»
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(o ((x1V)
(67) His reesppearance on earth would be justified
by two results alone, that it gives a man a chance
to start life anew and to mend characters
(68) The tendencies brought over from earlier
births determine his character and conduct but the
impact of his present surroundings upon his per=

~ sonality, the influence of his latest race, reli-

gion, education, and class upon his psyche, the
suggestions absorbed from this historical period,
newspaper reading, and artistic culture modify or
color Dboths

(69) They believe that matter has formed by itself
its highest product - Man - who in turn has put
forth his own highest product in Thought. The
next step from this is to proclaim that man's
happiness wholly depends upon his environment and
not at all upon his inner life.

(70) Whatever becomes an object to consciousness
cannot be the conscious self which notes it as an
object. Every thought, therefore, even the
thought of the person, is such an objecte The reg
self must consequently inhere in a consciousness
which transcends the person and which can be no=
thing other than pure consciousness itself. The
keen insight of the Chinese sages perceived this
and hence they used the term Ko, which means 'to
be aware'! as representing the transcendental
knowledge of real being, and the same term, which
also means 'he who is aware', as representing a
man like the Buddha who is possessed of suech
knowledges

(71) The experiences of life will in the end
overcome these inner resgistances. The silent
instruction multiplied during the re~embodiments
will defeat the psychological defense mechanismse
set up against unpalatable truths or new ideases
It is the repetition and deepening of all these
lessons through the accumulating rebirths that
enables wisdom to penetrate consciousness complete

—~=1y and effectively.

A,

-(72) You will lose nothing but your littleness.

You will not disintegrate into utter unconscious-
nesse

(73) How paradoxical: - that the fourth state ..
should be the First Principle of Beingl

(73a) How far is the mind an unexplorable land?
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(xIVv)
(74) So long as there is something, whether it be
a physical object or a mental idea, which forms an
gbiect of our thinking and is, therefore, still
not the power that thinks, so long do we prevent
ourself from knowing mind as it is in its own
naked puritye -
_(75) The final 'I' is not the 'I' of the senses
nor of the desires but a deeper entity, free and
unattached, serene and self-sufficient,
(76) When the ego discovers that it is a part of
the whole, it will naturally cease to live only
for its own good and begin to live for the general
2004 21806 =
?7?) We understand correctly our relation to ex-
ternal possessions like chairs and cerpets, but
not to possessions like hands and thoughts. IHere
our understanding becomes confused. Our habitual
speech betrays this. We say, "i am hurt" when it
is really the bo that is hurt, or "I am pleased"
when a thought of pleasure arises within us. 1In
the first case the body still remains an object
of our experience, despite its closeness. In the
second case, thinking is a funetion performed by
use Both are to be distinguished from ocur being,
however interwoven with our activitye.
(78) The honor that is shown %o a corpse by
attempting to prolong its form is misplaced. I%
is a glaring contradiction %o aceept the credo of
survival and then give to dead flesh what should
be given to living soul. A rational funeral would
be a completely private one. 4 rational funeral
service would be one held to memorislize the memory
of the deceased, and held noet in the presence but
in the absence of %the corpees, A rational disposal
would be oremation, not burial., The psychic and
spiritual health of a community demands the zboli-
tion of graveyards.
(79) There is ultimately but a single source of all
power - the cosmic source - and of all intelligence
~~ the cosmic minda 3But the ego greatly attenuates
and narrows down both the power and the intelli-
gence by obstinately clinging to its own petty
individuality alone, If, through the practice of
philosophical mysticism, it enlarges its outlook
and attunes iis mentality %o the cosmic mind in
which it is itselfl rootad§ then the resultant

inspiration will blossom forth in a itremendous
transformation of 1Ts whole lifee
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)80 hard are the lessons which esrth- (XIV) 157
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> af leaving it,or even fAdw in mystic states,
(26) What & men brings over from former births are the
fixed ideas in his consciocusness, the habitual direction
of his feel ings and the innate impulses of his will.
~. (27) Mind as we humans now know it is but the frothy
{ tossing wave on the suface of a mile-deep ocean.
(28) There is a part of man which lives in the shade
and a part which lives in the sunshine.
(29) Spiritism can never replace Religion, although it
may illustrate the religious tenet of survimal. He who
has once felt and worshipped the divine glory of the
Infinite Spirit can never be satisfied to feel and a
haunting earth-bound spirit.
(30) The habits of thought, feeling and conduct which
settle upon a man really constitute the man. For it is
those which are brought over from the experiences of
earlier births which sprout up in his youth and ripen
in his maturity and thus express themselves through his
particular personality.
(51) The moment we become convirnced that the universal
life has a higher purpose than the mere reproduc tion of
the species, that moment our own individual life takes
on & higher meaning, a gloricus signifieance.
(32) There is the brute and the angel in almost every
mane But how much there is of the one and how little of
the other, differs with every man.
(33) The soul is the unknown "X" in human nature, the
incalculable quantity in human reckoning.
(34) Philosophy does not limit mind to mean the outer
behaviour or inner consciousness, althou gh it must neec-
essarily include thems No mind is that primal element
which manifests to us through behaviour-pstterns and
conscious stetes.
(35) This smattering upon the surfeoce which is all we
really know about the human mind, is not a science but
only the beginnings of a science.
(36) If we search into the innermost part of our self,
we come in the end to an utter void where nothing from
the outside world can reflect itself, to a divine stillness
. Where no image and no form can be active. This is the
essence of our beinge This is the true Spirit.
(%6a) We take part of the human being for the whole being,
and then wonder why human happiness is so elusive and human
wisdom so mmmm: rarve.
(3b)A1l those thoughts and memories which now composa the
pattern of his 1ife have to be put aside if he is to deny
himgelf. :
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( 27 ) The power of the higher Self is such that
he who becomes its channel can affect others - if
Grace be granted them by their own higher Self -
by the mere thought alone. He will need neither
to be near, to touch or to speak to them.
( 28 ) A man may attain this union with the Over-
self and yet produce no great work of art, no inspired
piece of literature as a results This is becsuse the
union does not bestow technical gifts. It bestows in-
spiration abut not the aesthetic talent which produces
a painting nor the intellectual talent which pw duces
a hoﬂk-
( 20 ) John Burroughs: "With Emerson dead, it seems
folly to be alives No man of just his type and quality
has ever before appeared upon the earthe He loocked lke
a gode That wise, serene, pure, inscruteble look was
without parsllel in any human face I ever saws Such an
unimpeechable look | The subtle, half-defined smile of
his soule It was not a propitietory smile, or a smirk
of acquiescence, but the reassuring smile of the doctor
when he tekes out his lance; it was the sheath of that
trenchant blade of hise Behind it lurked some test
question, or pregnant saying. Tt was the foil of his
frank, unwounding wit, like Carlyle's laughe It was an
arch, winning, half-playful look, the expression of a
doul thet did not want to wouMd you, and yet that mst
speak the truthe And Emerson's frank speech never did
wound. It was so evident that it was mnot meant to wound,
and that it was so true to himself, that you treasured
it as rare wisdom."
( 30 ) He will be so quiet in his daily bearing, so
celm in his dealings with others, that they will begin
to sense despite his unfailing modesty that here, in
his presence, there is alliving echo from a higher world
of beinge

( 31 ) He is the silent background counsellor for a
few men who have the opportunity and cepacity to serve
mankinde

( 32 ) If he talks out of his personal experience of
the Spirit, it will not be an arrogant boast but a

uiet statement of simple f ct.

32a)These finer qualities will no longer appear only

in momentary impulses. They will possess his whole
character.

(52b)To comprehend the mysterious side of an adept's

personality correctly, we musticomprehend its twofold
nature,

b4







(x1v) (=)
(80) The conventional idea of the 'I' suffices
for the practical purposes of working, eating,
and talking but if we look further than these
- mundane activities we shall find thal this idea
is not enoughe There is something more to man
than bodily functions. There are higher non=

?hysical 0Nnese

81) The true picture of a man is to be seen in
his mind snd heart, not in his body. Yet the
world generally believes in, and acts on, the very
contraxry of this truth,

(82) They bear the human form externally but are
largely predatory animal internally. Iind, that
is character and consciousness, is the real
essence of a man,

(83) When we ask what is the purpose of the indi-~
vidual's existence, we shall find that the phys-
ical world can give us neither a complete nor a
satisfying answer,

(84) Our habitual trend of thinking on earth will
necessarily be the habitual trend of thinking witk
Which we shall start spirit-life although we
shall not end that life with it,

(85) Philosophy does not ask us to attempt the
impossible task of casting the body-thought
entirely out of our consciousness at all times
and in all places - which doctrines like Adwaita
Vedanta and Christian Science ask us to do « but
to cease confining the XIZ-thought to the body
alone - which is guite & different matters

(86) If a man persists in acknowledging his bodi-
1y self alone and in denying his spiritual self,
he is not to be blamed for that, His experience
of 1ife has brought him to this point of utter
materialism while his power of metaphysical re=-
flection has not developed enough to carry him
beyond it, He is to be pitied therefore, rather
than blamed,

(87) What is the use of asking for an impossible
durability?

(88) Those who affirm materialism and deny the
soul are to be tolerantly understood but pitied.
For they have not fully sounded their own heart's
depthse

{89) The personality is rooted in the Overself.
Hence its own power and movement do reflect, al=

beit minut slight and distortedly, some of
the Overse%%xé owngaéﬁgibutaa.
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(XIv) (=)

(90) The discarnate man naturally turns towards
his memories of earth-life, dreams of those he
does not want to let go, and thus unconsciously
recreates his former conditions and environments,
He lives in his private thought-world and among
his personal thought~-forms, Is it surprising then
—.that spiritist communications are so discrepant,
_:80 conflicting, in their accounts of the other
‘srorld?
(91) The unawekened ego submits passively to the
lower influences which come to it out of the shad-
ows of 1ts own long past and to the sense-stirring
suggestions which come to it out of the surround~
ings in which it moves, But when it has found and
surrendered to the Overself in the heart, this
blind, mechanical responsiveness comes to an end
and an arouseds enlighiened, fully-aware, inner

~——ylership replaces ite _ 4
(*)‘!hc advanced mystio r'ach".m.. i
| J < e ¢ n

8 M Pe hara he Pinds it necessary
te overcome the pull of those past peried;
$, when he was able te live in a more cen
ferial atmosphere than present-day civii-
ization provides, Because of the woerld
crigis which dominates every aspect of
life, ke knows it is necesssyy to look
forward and net backward., ind heknews
tee that this is why he feeis immensely
attracted to a particular place - Egypt ar
@ india are CUlOn eXamp.ies .

TTRIV Y 'Misre is aiways some part of

@ man's person or fortune which remzins

wholly beyond his control. Do what he will
he cannot alter it. It is then more prudent
to acknowledge the inevitability of this
condition than to waste $srength in useless
struggle. Sometimes he may then even turn
it to his advintage. But how is he to know
that this inevitzbility,sxiztx? this decree
of fate, exists? By the fact that no matte
how much he exérts himselfigo alter it,he }
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(97) From this standpoint the expression of a face
is as important as its features. 3
(98) wWhen the lower ego consents to resign its own
1ife into that of the higher ego, the great evolu-~
tionary turm of our times will have fully mani-
fested itself, ,

. {99) our knowledge of the meaning of life ascends
progressively with our knowledge of the nature of

~—our own mindse
(100) Such is the triple nature of man - a lower
gelf of animel instincis, a middle self of human
thoughts, & higher self of divine nature,
(101) That which man calls 'I' is only a part =
and a very limited part - of his total being.
(102) The ego has no totally separate existence
because its thoughts and flesh come to it as much
from outside as from inside itself,
(103) Mind as man is largely self-ignorant, but
jind as Mind is wholly self-illumined. For man is
shut up by the body, imprisoned by the very senses
to which he is so grateful for sight, hearing, and
feeling. But when he comes into self-awareness he
is liberateds

~~ {104) The psychology which believes its study of

mangcomplete with its study of his reflexes, com~
C(yp—lﬁs, emotions, and-@M

is superficial. It has still to get at and ex-
plain his consciousness of those things,
(105) The fuman entity is not only the thoughts
and images found in his consciousness; he 1s also
and much more that consciousness itself.
(106) There are no doctrines so reasonable as
these doctrines of reincarnation and the law of
recompense to help explain human experiences which
are otherwise inexplicable.
(107) For more then a century we have been listen~
ing to what men think about the universe. It
might be more illuminating, now, to learn what the
universe thinks aboul nane
(108) In o man's belief about himself and certain-
1y in his knowledge of himself, are rooted those
characteristics of his behavior which are either
ood or evila
%IOQ) In the complicated structure of the human

vl

personalily, we find different leyels of being

with different forces operating av each level,

fll%) But *1i% is sn over-simplified explanatlone
(]

Tor other IactLors are g0 at works
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(x1v) (=)
(111) We have begun on flat solid ground from the
common attitude that man is only a material body
dwelling in a material world, even though we have
ended in a loftier altitude. But we ought to show
a more instructed outlook, We have touched man's
transient bodily life with our words but we have

_ not touched his thinking mind, his personal feel~
ing with them,

(112) We have the feeling of complete self-identi-
fication with the body. The five senses, the four
limbs, the two eyes, and the entire torso report
as part of ourself, Yet mentalism shows that this
feeling arises because they are really manifesta~
tions of our own consciousness, thoughts in our
minde
(113) The question then arises and is indeed often
asked: Does consciousness s8till exist in this
higher impersonal individuality after a man's
death or does it merge in the total ocean of cos~
mic consciousness?

(114) The human mind is compelled by its own par-
ticular characteristies to create a picture of the
outside world in a certain way and in no other way

~ The kind of world it experiences follows naturally
from the kind of perceptions it exercises, Many
different planes of existence would therefore be
open to it were these characteristics to be altered
abruptly in many differenit ways. We may be = in-
deed we are - living alongside of millions of oth-
er human ninds of whom we are totally unaware
merely because they do not come within the present
restricted range of our perceptions, Life after
death in another world is not merely a theological
possibility but a scientifiec probability and a
?hilDBOphic actuality,

115) Our attachment to the ego is natural. It
arises because we are unconsciously attached to
that which is behind it, to the Overself. Only,
we are misled by ignorance wholly to concentrate

_on the apparent 'I' and wholly to ignore the un-

" seen, enduring self of which it is but a transient
shadowe The 'I' which trembles or enjoys in the
time~series is not the real 'I',

(116) "The dying man sees himself in his true

character" - liohammad Missree (19th century
Turkish Sufi)
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(x1IV) (E)
(117) I am sorry to say that the theosophy of
latter days has over-emphasized the value of indi=-
viduality in contrast to the theosophy of Blavat-
skys who knew the truth. Let me tell you that the
go=-called astral plane is equivalent to the dream-
world and nothing more. Hence the after-death
state is just like a very vivid dream, after all,
Therefore in the true esoteric school we do not
pay much attention to such matters but concern
ourselves with 1life here and now, on this earth,
with which we have to deal whether we like it or
note
(118) The student has to stand aside from the
thought-forms which means that he must stand aside
from the person and look at it as something ex~
ternal to himself, If and when he succeeds in
getting behind it, he automatically adopts the
standpoint of the Overself, He must make the per-
son an object and the Overself its observer. XNow
this element of pure awareness is something con-
stant and unbroken; hence it is not ordinary con-
sciousness, which is a discontinuous thing made of
totalized thoughts, but transcendental conscious-
nesse
(119) It is not through any intellectual process
of reasoning from premise to conclusion that we
come to know we exist but through an immediate and
spontaneous intuition.
(120) To every materialist who is neither ignorant
nor thoughtless I would say: Tell me how you
arrive at the belief that matter is the only real=-
ity of which you are aware?
(121) Thus the wandering of the mind upon this
problem we arrive back at our own hearths. Man
himself is the Ultimate,
(122) We see these millions of human insects
crawling hither and thither and over the crust of
this planet.
(123) Individuated life is forever doomed to die
whereas the ALL which receives the dying can it~
self never die,
(124) The temptation to antedate the journey out
of the flesh is sometimes irresistible.
(125) The chains of earthly desire will be worn
down to paper thinnesss
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(mm) (xIV)

(126) There, in this necessity of developing,
balancing, and co-ordinating all the parts of
one's being, is a further argument for the necessi-
ty of reincarnatione A single lifetime is too
short a period in which to fulfil such a taske.

127) The ego issues forth from the Overself,
- (128) If there were no such thing as consciousness

in the body, we would be perfectly entitled to
call it nothing more than a machine, albeit made
of flesh and bone instead of steel and woode
(129) Our thoughts follow each other so swiftly
that they keep up in us the feeling of a particu-
lar personality which the body gives use
(130) wWe, the universe, everything, are pure Mind,
This is unchangeable, hence unevolutable, or it
could not be the Reale Once you awaken to I T
you know it always was what it is, it can never
evolve. All the rest was a kind of self-hypnoti-
zation, hence unreale, In that sense the Garden
of Eden story is correct, We were then immortal,
immaterial, innocent., We lost this by losing our
awareness and accepting a limited idea of ourselves

~ We have been driven out of the Garden because we

wanted knowledges Xnowledge presupposes 'a second
thing'! - something to be known. Thus we lost
unity, sought a world of objects, and got into
oblivion ot self, The happy Edenic state can bhe
restored by right thinking and de~hypnotization of
ourselves,

(131) At about the time (CHECK PB) when the Buddha
was telling Indians that every single entity formed
out of a number of elements was subject to decay
and deathy, Plato was telling Greeks that every
entity which could be divided into a number of
elements would decay and disappear. The Overself,
as an ultimate and indivisible entity, is beyond
the ravagee of decay and death,

(132) Cremation is a definite and emphatic chal-
lenges If one really believes that the soul of
man is his real self, or even if one believes that
the thinking power of man is his real self, then
there can be no objection te it, but, on the con=-
trary, complete approval of it, The methed of
burying dead bodies is fit only for one who bhe=
lieves that this thinking power is a product of

he body's brain, that is, for a materialist,
flzs) Qur lives keep turning round and round on
the little egoe
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(%) (xIv)
Greek fable, don't you,

ppght up among sheep who did
e king of beasts, but

of lsheep? Yet one day, out in

dow fully grown, heard another

ghboring hille In that in-

pack and so came into his
lionhood. We are 1likp that, too. We are licns in
reality, but we persjpt in believing that we are
nothing more than shppepe We are divine but we
think we are only anfjugted lumps of matters
(135) We have to distinguish constantly between
the universal integrity of undivided being and the
finite, individual ego with which that being is
associated and for which it is consequently mis-
taken.
(136) Insufficient insight is the cause of the pow=
er which ego-illusion retains over us., When we
perceive that reality is beyond speculation, our
intellectual searchings lose their utility and
value and die down; the mind becomes undisturbed
and calme. Insufficient insight is the cause of the

~_power which ego-illusions retain over use

' flﬁ?} Whoever enters into the philosophic exper-
ience for the first time and thus penetrates into
the real nature of the ego, discovers to his sur-
prise that instead of being a center of life as it
pretends to be it is really a center of death for
it immensely minimizes, obstructs, and shuts out
the undisclosed life~current in man.
(138) From the moment that the lower ego manifest-
ed itself, it embarked on a career of ever-expand=-
ing separativeness from the other egos and ever-
increasing externalization from its sacred source.
(139) What a bitter iromy it is that the soul,
which is so neary in our very hearts in fact, is
vet felt by so fewl
(140) The essence of his human personality is a
divine individualitye.

~(141) An immortslity which does not purify, exalt,
and transform his life, which does not give him the
new, spiritual bith, will prove as unsatisfactory
to the disembodied man in the end as it is already
to the embodied thinker,
(142) Even in his ultimate phase of development,

man keeps his higher individuality and higher con=-
sciousness., There is no mergere

(124) You know the ol
about the lion cub br
not know that he was
thought he was only
the jungle, the cub,
lion roar oult on a ng
- ptant the cub roared
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}(XIV)
(143) The materialists stretch the tenet of hered-
ity to an irrational degree, Yo man merely repro=
duces the characteristics of his parents or of his
distant forefathers, The differences exist and are
plain in most cases. On the contrary, there is
always some variation which separates him from hig
~ancesiry, always something original to himself,
And this is explicable only on a basis of reincar=
nation.
(144) The powers of the mind increase with age in
Some men (as with Winston Churchill) even when the
powers of the body decay. If thought were the
product of flesh, it would always become enfeebled
along with ite PBut this is not the case. There-
fore the materialistic argument fails here,
(145) In reactions and desires, in needs and mental
patterns, in tastes and interests we may search the
planet's millions but find no two individuals abe
solutely alike, Difference and variety are im-
rinted upon the human races
?146) Canting moralists busy themselves with draw=-
ing up the catalogue of virtues. They could better
employ their time by first coming to an under-

— standing of the one who is to possess these admire
able virtues, the Self, For then they would find,
if they find the Self, the very fountainhead of
2ll virduese
(147) The body observes the world outside it and
the ego-mind observes the body. That which stands
apart from both as the third observer, is the
Overself,

(148) spirit is not entrapped in matter, the soul
is notl immured in the bodily person, divinity is
not asleep in the flesh, It is the ego, the I=-
thought, we who are entrapped, asleep, immured,
(149) Speaking metaphorically we may say that the
Overself is that fragment of God which dwells in
man, a fragment which has all the quality and
randeur of God without all its amplitude and power,

,_%150} The logical thing for a materialist to do is
to put a pistol to his head, take his life, and be
done with ite Why face a problematical future,
certain to be sorrow-lined, and ending only in the

rave?
%151} There can be no thought without a thinkeﬁﬁa
]

hen we begin to search for that which fhi
Gotvegin to follow a trail which leads to the

Souls
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(x1v) (mm)
(152) We must find heaven this side of the grave;
we must understand that heaven and hell are deep
inside the heart and not places to which we goj
and we must know that the true heart of man is
deathless,
(153) The use of animistic phraseology by religion=
ists, has led to the misinterpretation of this

" philosophy and the tainting of its texts with its

importation of terms like "eternal souls" and the
“supreme Creator."

(154) This divided state of personality must be led
to a holy integration, this civil war within hime
self must be brought to an end in a righteous
peace, How much mental exhaustion, discordant
nervogsness, and emotional upset may be attributed
to it

(155) The ultimate goal is to regard oneself as
primarily a mental being and not a physical one,
to cease this idolatrous identification of selfl
with flesh, blood, and bone,

(156) He can have no higher aim than to be pos-
sessed by the divine Overself, This is the only
kind of mediumship which can safely be practiced

— and the only kind which ought to be practiceds

e

(157) Knowledge creates the antithesis of {the sub-
ject-object relation; for to know implies something
to be knowne A state wherein this relation dis-
appeared would be a state that transcended con-
scious knowledge as ordinarily understood. Such is

e =ser e
(158) The psychological theory of the Unconscious
must indeed be carefully distinguished from the
sycho~analytical theory of the Unconsciouse

?159) The person is simply the totalized collection
of all the thought-forms of experience throughout
the daye That element in all these ever-altering
thought-forms which does not alter bul remains
fixed throughout isthe pure awareness of them,.
(160) That mental images and mental facts, emo-
tional trends and intellectual tendencies still
exist in a deeper level of mind when they are ab~
gsent from our consciousness, that the very ego it-
self still exists therein even when our conscious
existence has become utterly blank in deep sleepj;
t?egsifaots indicate how wonderful a thing the
ml n Be

man can hold the secret of this stu-
gtiﬁlughigiverse in his little head, is something
%o be marvelled ate
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(x1v) (=)
(162) The impersonal and eternal part of us is the

god in us, symbolized by the upper half of the
Sphinx's head, as the lower half symbolized the
human part, and as the body itself symbolized the
animal part.

(163) The form of consciousness may change, tie

- fact of consciousness may be temporarily obscured,
but the reality behind consciousness can never be
annihilatede.

(164) Death brings the good man, peace, the bad
man, punishments It liberates both from the dis=
guises of the flesh and the deceptions of appear=
ances

(165) This explanation of the nature of the self
abolishes at a stroke all the traditional illu-
sions of psychology which have deceived those whoe.
(166) How many riddles shall we solve, how many
secrfts unlock when we solve the riddle of our own
mind

(167) So may we assuredly hope that when Time,
that dread figure with the scythe of death, comes
sweeping his strokes can not touch these ancient
truths.

~ (168) If we believe that our personal life has no
more significance than a ripple on the surface of
the ocean, it is either because we are blinded by
materialism or because we are blind to the ulti-
mate secrets of human personalitye.

(169) The transmigration of souls from human %o
animal bodies is a fictions The individual con=
sciousness which has one or more specifically hu-
man attributes, cannot be brought naturally into
the brain and nervous system of any creature which
has only animal attributess That millions of
people still believe in its possibility merely
gshows how widespread is superstition.

(170) When it is said that we lose our individualis
ty on entering Nirvana, words are being used
loosely and faultily. So long as a man, whether
he be Buddha or Hitler, has to walk, eat, and
work, he must use his individuality. What is lost
by the sage is his attachment to individuality,
with its desire, hates, angers, and passions.
(171) Every life in the fleshly body represents

an opportunity to obtain spiritual realization be-

cause man can only discover his divinity to the
fullest whilst in the waking state,
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(XIV) (=)
(172) The consciousness which inheres in the per=-
sonal self is the palest possible reflection of
the intensely real consciousness which inheres in
the Overself,
(173) The anonymous young airman who wrote to his
mother just before he was killed in battle: "I
have no fear of death; only a queer el'ation,“
possessed something more than mere courage. ¥or
the time at least he had passed over from self=
jdentification with the body to self-identification
with the mind,
(174) "0 Nachiketas, only by the Divine lovingly
possessing thee can this transcendental knowledge
be got," is an ancient Upanishadic statement of
this same truth.
(175) A1l thoughts can be traced back to a single
thought which rests at the very base of their
operations. Can you not see now that the thought
of personality, the sense of "I," is such a basiec
thought?
(176) His character has emerged out of a long
gsuccession of earth-lives. His mental and emo~-
tional tendencies have been shaped by an incal=-
culable pasti,
(177) The personal consciousness has no more real-
ity than that of a reflection 1n a glass mirror,
for it is Mind which illuminates ite. The.. person=
al life may be as transient as foam.
(178) Consciousness, in its unbroken, unmoving
state, is like your shadowe If you try to catch
it, it eludes you,
(1%9} As we learn to bring this true concept of
Self into our thinking -
(180) The whole of human duty is contained in this
recept: "EKnow Thyself,"
?131} It is as difficult to trace the spiritual
source of a man's life as it is to trace the
mathematical source of 'pi', of 3.1416.
(182) The personal man will survive death but he
.will not be immortal, The 'I' which outlives the
fleshly body will itself one day be outlived by
the desper 'I'" which man has yet to finde
(183) Thought acquires a right knowledge of itself
when it turns back all its attention from the
thought-series and seeks its own beinge
(184) The more deeply we understand the nat%ﬁg of

many, the more reliab shall we understand
duty of mane
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(x1v) (&)
(185) Because the philosophic experience is the
supreme human experience, it explains and makes
understandable all the others,
(186) The Overself abides in the void within the
hearts From it springs the ego's sense of 'I', _
Only, the ego misconceives its own nature and nise
_.. places the 'I' as the bodye .
’ 187) We may well wonder how animal lust, human
cunning, and angelic nobility can come to be
mingled in a single entity. That indeed is the
mystery of man,
(188) The person is ordinarily in a state of un-
consciousness: about its own innermost nature and
reality.
(189) It is this that gives our poor personal lives
their meaning and rescues the om their foam=like
character. M=riced— S22 :
(190) When ears from time to time of the fare
reaching results of Yhis work;ﬂqfeelsafreah the
need of a great humility. For if it has achieved
anything at all it has not been achieved by any
other power than that of Grace, which moves so
mysterious and so silently and so effectively,

—

(191) =Y f death is the price of dwelling in
this space-time world then a spaceless and time-
less world where there ig no 'here' and no 'there',
no 'then' and no 'now', no change from one stage to
another, would also he an immortal cne; and =t if
death is the price of being associated with a sep=
arate individuality, then an existence which mys-
teriously embraces the whole world-system in unity,
must be imperishables (Use this with XXI, 22 =
which revise)
(192)The same forces which bring us into the ex-
perience of a new reincarnation also deprive us
of the memory of previous incarmnations,
(193) When a man is berecaved of the one who is the
dearest of all to him, words intended to offer com-
~fort may nevertheless seem an utter mockery in his
plight,
(194)Even those who are well-intentioned and spirit
—ually minded make many mistakes in life simply be-
cause they cannot see the unfortunate results to which
their wrong decisions and actions must necessarily
lead. Only experience can lead to their carection and

only reincarnation can give enough experience.
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(X1V) (mmyeqs) -
(1) In other words what is destined to happen, paradoxic-
ally comes to pass through the exercise of our free mid¥,

will,
(2) The unexpected events which happen to us xmEra appar-
ently without cause or comnection in our conduct constitute
fate, The tendencies by whose influences and the circum-
stances by whose compulsion we aect the way we do, consti-
tute necessity, The results of those actions constitute
Karma (recompense),
(3) Sins of omission are just as important karmically as
sins of commission, What we ought to have done tut did
not do counts also as a karma-maker,
(L) Human will may plan its utmost for security, but human
destiny will have something to say about the matter, There
is no individual life that is so secure as to be without
risk.
(5) It is an unfailing law that good deeds bring recom~
e, evil ones retribution.
6) We meet our destined experiences, for we have been
%ivan sealed orders at the beginning of our incarnation,
7) Envy not those with good fortune. The gods have
allotted them a portion of good karma, but when this is
exhausted they 1 be stripped of many things, except
those imner spiritual possessions,
(8) So are we blown about to different corners of the world
by the strong wind of destiny.
(9) The same man who is responsible for our mistakes is
likewise responsible for our misfortunes.
(10) For the lucky few, life is pleasure spotted by suffer-
ing, For the unlucky many, it is suffering relieved by
leasure, For the rare sage, it is ever-flowing serenity.
fll) The fatalistic attitude must be offset by plamning
for the future,
(12) The more I refleet about my global travels observa-
tions and studies, the more I hold firmly to this truth:
"Character is fate,"
(13) We are as much the vietims of our own tendencies as
of our environment, They shape happenings, deeds, reac-
tions, decisions, aspirations and grovellings,
(1) It is primarily a law of consequences, not a system
of rewards and punishments,
(15) Good actions will receive their recompense, evil ones
their retribution,
(16) There is a definite relation between a man's charac-
ter capacity and talent in combination and his fortunes,
opportunities and frustrations,
(17) Man rules this planet but the gods rule man, Take
them into acoount in your mortal reckonings,
(18) The secret eyes of the laws of recompense and retribu-
jon cannot be successfully evaded,
%1 Sl Man proposes, ves, but destiny disposes]




T eeem).  (VIX) =
-0ixcbeT8q ioqqed o bealdeeh at Iadw sbrow vordo ol (I)
<Lhix 00711 100 Yo ezlctexe edd davordd sesq of semos vi

e
| =18qqs somE ey of meqgst doidw =dmsve bedsequenu ofT (S)
odindidemees Sorbroo awo ni noitosamos wo samss fwoddiw witms
-myorrio erd bns zeomernt ezorw vd metomshnsd odT ,efst
=Itenoo ,0b sw vew orld fos ew molelvemoo stodw ywd ssonsde
sdudlianoo sncitas oceodd Yo edlmeer edl S yiiesesoem sdwd

« (e2neqmoser) sursel

2e ylisoirrie) dnedvoqmi s tapf e1s molesimo o enil (£)
bib did emeb eved od Jgwo ew JadW . molfseilmmos %o enle
J1edgm-enrrey 5 28 ocels sdmwes ob dom

nsmod dwd vébrvose 10t Feomdn =it nslo wem [Liw mesd (i)
oredT ,10d3am odd dvods vee od snbddemos swed [Liw wnlideeb
dvoddiw od o es sawooe o2 si tedd o1ifl I[ssbivibni oﬁa ﬁ
-mopet gnitd csbeeb boog et wel gnilislow ns b 3T (2)

aoidurditdet eemo Live

moed svsd ew 10t 2sonelreqxs bantdesh «1wo Jeem oW (é{
Jaotdsmisont awo Yo apntnnigsd srdd ds evobro belssa mﬂ.-g
eved zbog odT .eawdrol boop riiw ezedd Jon vweld (T
el etdd nedw dwd ,mmrrel boom To moidTog s medd betiolls
dqeoxe  ezntdd ynsm Yo begaltde od I[Liw verld bedeuarixs
«2noizeseeeq lewdiziaqe tean? saodd
bltow sdt Yo eTemros dnerellib of dvods mwold ew etz o2 (8)
«Yidesh Yo balw srorde sri yd
gt eolsdeim 1wo 10l eldienoosen i odw nem smse odT (@)
: «Senpdroteim 1o 10T e ldiemogeet ssiwelil
~19%1e vd batdoqe erseseln et s1tl weld wlool erd 0% (0I)
" vd bevellet ynivellne st 3t ,wynem worlmtr eofdd to¥ ,yni
oYtinerse aniwoll-reve et Ji ,spee exsT ori ¥ol . sr1ressl
antanelg vd deetlo od Jeum shydiids obdailsded odT (LI
oIrdol erfd 101
-svisedo aleverd Isdofy vm $wods deeller I exom edT (SI)
sddord 2kl o vimrit blod I erom efld ,2eibude bBos enmoid
noadet i 18dos I
25 gofonobmed mwo «amo %o amideiv edd domm 22 eve oW (£I)
-08e7 (zbeeb .2matnonged sgede yodT  tnemmorives 10 Yo
.e3nillevorn bas encideriqes andisioeb .emobd
modeve & Jon (zesmerpsencs o wsl s vlitsmiwg et 31 (L)
admemde tnog bns 2baxswet o
zemo Live ,scmeamopet <ledd evissex [Liw emoifos bood (2I)
: oiduditdes tledd
—agwsro 2'nom £ meswded moltlelsr eiiniteb = et oxedT (3I)
2onudiot eid bue moidsnidmos nit dnelsd bne viosgeo Ted
enotisrderr1t bas zeoiiinudiogqgo
odeT Jrism olyx shoy odd dwd Jenslq sidd asfry meM (TI)
\ 2antnodoer fedrom qwoy mt Jorcoos ofal medd
~wditder buc somesameoes o zwel add Yo seve Jexsee edT (8I)
babsve vilsftzeeoore od Jonneo goid
lessoqetb ynidesh Jud eev .eseocorq nsk (L)

&8



-

( } mﬂ rOI" ome 1 : a g ;‘ KI 'JT)
20 S 3 a Blid to ml 1
b [] ) o o‘t.hel's a

(21) Man's body and mind inherits its past, and the body
can move freely only within the limits imposed by this
past Karma, just as a goldfish can move freely only
within the limits of its globe of water,

(22) The imperfections in our character measure according-
ly the unpleasantnesses in our experience,

(23) It is not pleasant to gaze at his troubles from the
point of view that many of them are the inevitable out, =
come of his own weaknesses mistakes or ignorance,

(24) It ies sheer nonsense habitually to interpret (karma)
recompense as something which is operative only in remote
reincarnations, Actually it is mostly operative within
the seme lifetime of a man or o nation,

(25) No situstion in which we find ourself will ever
repeat itself in precisely the same way, &8 a consequence
of the changes brought about by time, the likelihood of
the factors concerned re-appearing in an identical combin-
ation, is mractically nil,

(26) Thak mamiconk ¥ The study of recompense [karma)
reveals that mankind have to pay not only for what they
have wrongly done but also for what they have failed to
do. Such neglect is largely due to this, that man's
intensely personal outlook makes him estimate the charac-
ter of events nrimarily by the way in which they affect
his own existence and only secondarily by the way in which
they affect the larger human family to which he belongs,
We are all workers in a common task, This is the inevit-
able conclusion which shares itself as soon a8 the truth
of humanity as an organic unity is understood,

(27) The recompense (karma) of cur actions determines
certain events which happen to us and the karma of our
thoughts determines certain asctions themselves,

(28) The working of recompense (a piece of karma) also
affects those who are closely associated with the nerson
whose own acts or thoughts originated it,

(29) The misery which they brought to their vietims has
been reflected back to them X#XK in their turn,

(30) 4 callous egotism is a bad-paying investment, For
it means that in time of need, there will be none to help;
in the hour of distress, nome to console, What we give
out we get back,

(31) The course of karma (recompense) is not rigidly pre-
determined, It may have alternative patterns, If an
evil deed does not find retribution in come other way,
then it will always find retribution in the forn of dis-
ease, This must not be foolishly misinterpreted to mean
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(XIV)  (eese) -
that all disease is the result of evil karma, If we live

in an unhealthy manner, the disease which is thereby
generated is the karma of our present ignorance or bodily
imprudence, not necessarily the expiation of moral faults
committed in other lives,

(32) Today you are on the crest of fortune's wave,
Tomorrow you may be in its trough,

(33) You cannot defraud self-made Destiny. It enters
unannounced upon your best-laid plans,

(34) Kerma (the law of Recompense) may £ use different
ways to achieve its ends, It is not restricted to any
single one,

(35) The fortunes of man follow an inevitable pattern
because there is a sequence of cause and effect in their
movement.,

(36) The essence of countless experiences and states
through which he has passed, is here and now with him

as the degree of character, intelligence and power which
he possesses,

(37) The edict which allots our external destiny does not
proceed from any other source than from the depth of our
own nature,

(38) Events and environments are attracted to man partly
gecording to what he is and does, (individual karma)
partly according to what he needs and seeks (evolution),
a ly according to what the society, race or nation
of which he is a member is, does, needs and seeks (collec-
tive karma).

(39) We come back to this earth of ours and not to some
other earth because it is here that we sow the seeds of
thought, of feeling, and of action and therefore it is
here that we must reap their harvest, HNature is orderly
and just, consistent and continuous,

(40) The iron of man's character turns to tempered steel
in the white-hot furnace of trouble,

(41) We dash in vain against the rock of destiny,

(42) The selfishness and injustice of man to man does not
escape its eyes, and every now and then there is a reck-

oning up,

2
The gilded ruffian who tramples on others is therefore
preparing an unpleasant future for himself, whether in
this birth or in a later,
(42a) MANU, the law-givénm sege: "Think not on destiny,
but act thyself".
(42b) Fortune is unstable.
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(a1v)  poepepogy
(43) The man who wins is the man whose dice are loaded
with invincible optimism, with unfailing effort, and
with creative thought,
(44) The war showed in the plainest possible way that
the cost of wromg-doing is painful retribution, For we
lived tc see Hitler destroyed by his own hand, his Nazi
hierarchy with its loathsome deviltry destroyed by all
humanity 's hands and his deluded followers eating the
sour fruits of their own planting,
(45) Every man dwm contributes his omn quote towards
his fate,
(46) Fate, in its last reckoning, is nothing but the man
himself,
(47) He knows that fate moves in rhythms of gein end
lose, in cycles of accumulation and deprivation, The
force which brings us loving friends and hating enemies
is one and the same,
(48) The fact that an event has happened or that an
experience has arrived must have some significance in a
man's life., It could not be there unless he had earned
it or unless he needed it, If he is not willing to meet
it from this approach and deel with its effects imper-
sonally, he will miss most of its lesson.

/ (49) No situation will repeat itself in any man's life
in identically the same way,

(50) There is a spiritual penalty to pay for every
intellectual misbehavior and every moral misconduct,
whether there be a worldly penalty or not, For the one,
there is the failure to know truth; for the other, there
is the failure to find happiness.

(51) The karma (lew of recompense) of a thought-habit or
a deed becomes effective only when it reaches maturity,
The time this takes is a variable one.

(52) Why do we not find ourselves being miserably ground
under oppression instead of living undisturbed in the

co ative freedom of a democratic one?

(Smhﬂ an irresistible pomer dictates the major events
of our lives, who can doubt that has lifted a little of
the veil?

(54) Man's destiny always exists potentially and only
waits the propitious moment when it may rightly reveal
itself,

(55) Kearma (the law of recompense) expresses itself
through events which may seem to be accidents, But they
are so only on the surface,
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(x1v)

{56) The working of karma (the law of recompense) from
former lives is mostly in evidence at birth and during
infancy, childhood and sdolescence. The working of
karma (the law of recompense) made in the present 1life
is mostly in evidence after the maturity of manhood has
been reached,
(57) When at length he will be called to account by
karma he will be judged not by the certificates of
character which others bestow upon him, whether good or
bed, but by the motives felt in his heart, the attitudes
held in his mind and the deeds done by his hands,
(58) YEX¥¥KX NBEXHEEF: "Eternity may be but an endless
series of those™migrations which men call deaths,
ebandonments of home after home, ever to fairer scenes
and loftier heights, “¢
its tent, fated not to hest in the dull E¥ Flysian of
the heathen, but carrying with it evermore its two ele-
ments, acitivy and desire," ~—~~Bulwer Lvttons:
(59) Mripura® (Sanskrit) (Text) There are three kinds
of karma - mature, irmature, and growing, Of these the
first series alone remains for the Jnani and the other
two are burnt awey. FKerma matures Wy by the agency of
time, Such is the divine law. When mature it is bound
to yleld its fruits, Karma already mature and now
yielding results is called Prarabdha, It is like an
arrow shot from the bow which must run its course until
the momentum is lost. The environments are only a
matter of this Prarabdha., But the Jnanis react differ-
ently according to their own states of realization,
Pleasure and pain are obvious to the least among sages
but they do not leave any mamk mark on them as on the
ignorant, Pleasure and »ain operate on the middle grade
of sages, only indistinetly, as a man in sleep does to
the gentle breeze or to an insect crawling on him, The
highest grade look on them as unreal, although they are
obvious to K them,
(60) Providence has made great men of unattractive or
udersized physical appesrance, or as eripples, hunch-
backs, lame-foots and so on, apparently in order to give
the mob a striking lesson that men are not to be judged
by outer appearance alone but much more by inner worth,
(61)It is because of this pressure of their limit-
ations, that men are driven sooner or later to
seek the inner life,
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: am well aware that there are 'oceultists!
ihnean:huuiﬂnfnrlamdzhmailuldemnﬁmmio::ﬁmgﬁggntr
opezations of Karma; who know its Alpha and Omega; who

can trace its activity among men as easily as a heraldist
will trace your pedigree, ' They have led many into their ¢
camps with their glib 'imowledge,( and they shall lead many
mre. Bat they are only tndering the counterfeit ecoin of
mere Opindon for the rare currency of factual knowledge,
(62)The unpaid mistakes and debts from former liv-
es are now here to haunt us. If we want release
from them, we must either get releazse from our
egos or else set up counteracting thoughts and
deeds of an opposite character and in overwhelming
amount,

(63) Those who have vaunted man over fte should
remember Lis powerléssness over recent world ev-
ents. Only with Yhis attainment of life in the
Overself will the solution be reversed, only with
his achievement of power over himself will his
history becom:= more amenable to his will,

(64) We reject the fatalism which would pre-ordain
every happening in such a total way that there

is nothing left to personal initiative, nothing
‘more that the individual man can do about it, We
accept the existence of a line of connection be-
tween actions and their ultimate effects in one's
life, even if those effects are deferred to later
reincarnations.

(65) The hordes of fortune-tellers in every mod-
ern capital, all claiming the gift of seeing the
future, tells mutely of mankind's yearning to
dispel anxiety and uncertainty. But if the secer
really glimpses events before they happen would
she have the courage to tell her client of grave
troubles ahead? And wouldn't the client be afraid
to know about them?

(66) On such decisions a large part of a man's
life may depend, and what happens in consequence
of them will happen with more or less inevitabil-
"‘i -

(E% The planet!s future is written in the divine
World-Idea and this necessarily includes the fut-
ure of all dwellers upon it., DPut within this
general pre-ordained pattern there is some lati-
tude for human dwellers,
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(XIV)

(1) Our troubles are but transitory; whereas owr spiritual
hopes survive the incernations and bridge the gaps between
births.

(2) &8 a man flings his cigarette suddenly upon the floor
and stemps his heel savagely upon it until the red speark
is extinguished, so too life flings some of us to the
ground and stamps upon our ardors and passions until they
are dead,

(3) Life whirls us around as the clay is whirled upon

the potter 's wheel,

(4) Such is the chronic stubborness of humen nature that
every time we look for it to move gquickly upward, we are
disappointed, Even after it confesses its faults, it
fails to do any better.

(5) Experience mey be deceptive, - It may not be what it
seems to be, ' Sc the wrong lessons may be drewn from it
even though the reasoning faculties may be excellent.

(6) Experience not only teaches needed lessons; it also
awakens needed faculties,

(7) Man learns from, and develops through, experience,
This is the primary way, not the only wey, For he does
so also through intuition from within and revelation from
without,

(2) Because men have been given some freedom to choose
between alternatives, they have been given the chance to
evolve capacity and develop character through trial and
error, thought and action,

(9) The seme illness whose enforced insctivity brings
boredom or despair to one man, may bring literary dis-
coveries or spiritual ewakenings to another man. It

mey quickly dull the first one's mind but direetly stim-
ulate the second onme's to reflect about life, suffering,
and death,

(10) He should regularly engege in the exercise of
tracing the relationship between his troubles and his
character. Intelleetually, it will help to enlighten
and emotionally to purify him,

(11) 411 relative truths are fluctuating truths, They
may become only partislly true or even wholly falsified
from a higher standpoint, The case of Evil is a note-
worthy instance of this change. A karma (recompense)
which is outwardly evil may be inwardly spirituslly
beneficial,

(12) The same situation which leads to one man's develop-
ment leads to another man's degradation, This is so
because their capacities to draw right lessons from
experience are unequal, .
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(13) It was not the madness of Hitler and the ve Y (XIV)
of Mussolini which brought such tregic consequences

to the peoples who followed them; it was the acquiescence
in their evil madness and in their murderous vanity,

(14) 411 that happens to us, whether sent by the general
Cosmic Plan or started by our rersonal karmic activity,
is for our inner growth,

(15) When he is presented by Circumstances with two
alternatives, the choice he mekes will usually be the
outcome of the collective tendencies of his nature.

From the eventual results of that choice, whether
pleasurable or painful, he will have the opportunity to
learn how right or how wrong those tendencies may be.
(16) Everyone has neriocds of pleasurable delusion when

he affixes a rosy label on life but the awakening to
what lies on its other side must follow sooner or later,
Only after both experiences is he mx able to form a fair
judgment upon it, The philosopher however does not want
to wait for this tutoring by experience alone, By a
deliberate detachment from every feeling likely to falasify
the picture of life, he puts himself in a position to see
it as it truly is,

(17) 411 thies long and varied course of rebirths would be
utterly meeningless if it did not in the end turn a
savage into a sage.

(18) Time can turn the smile into a scowl, and put a
bridle upon hot tongues,

(19) There is no event which cannot be used as a chance
to develop nobler qualities or higher capacities or
philosophic attitudes,

(20) Fate gives them unbounded faith in their own future;
it forms their character and shapes their eapacity to
enable them to carry out an historic task in human
evolution,

(21) While fulfilling its own purpose, karma cannot help
fulfilling another and higher one; it brings us what is
essential to owr development,

(22) The voyage of a man's 1life always ends in the nort
of death, Let him not forget this when tempted by fortune
into undue elation or tossed by misfortune into undue
misery,

@3) It would be absurd to regard every fresh rebirth as
a8 fresh advance in wisdom and virtue, The human entity
1s not a mechanical entity, There are lapses, regressions,
¥x failures and stagnations in its long journey.

(24) Edpérd Experiences may repeat themselves several
times yet a man may not learn easily from them.

(25) In some cases it is wiser to let people learn their
omn lessons through the ordinary experience of external
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(XIV)  apreyats)
1ife which will certainly develop and re-adjust
metters eventually, But until that time it may be
far wiser not to precipitate unnecessary trouble,
(26) The wheel of 1ife keeps turning and turning through
diverse kinds of experiences amd we are ¥ haplessly
bound to it, But when at last we gain comprehension of
what is happening and power over it, we are set free,
(27) Life will bring him, if he is teachable, thru the
tutelage of bitter griefs and ardent raptures to INE
EEEAE  BRE I I EE T EHE BXBEFIEREX to learn the value of
serenity, But if he is n t, then the great oscillations
of experience will tantalize him until the end,
(28) He has to look inside events for their cause and
inside himself for his relation to that cause, He has
to recognize the general law of carrespondence between
human destiny and rartieuler thoughts or emotions of
human character,
(29) Every new experience or new set of circumstances
becomes his teacher. Every personal resction to it
becomes an indication of his spirituel status,
(30) The innete tendencies of His mental life give rise
to the natural compulsions of his aetive life. He can-
not behave differently from the way he does & that is,
if he is not on the quest and therefore not s
to rise beyond himself., His own past - and it stretches
back farther than he knows - created the thoughts, the
acts and conditions of the present.,
(31) Karme is as active in the destiny of great powerful
nations as in the destiny of poor insignificant men,
(32) The broken fregments of destiny's mosaic are put
into their correct places by his growing insight and
thus an intelligible pattern eventually appears,
(33) The wheel of life is a fixed one, Its turning spokes
bring now elation, then depression, now prosperity, then
adversity, There are periods of Yyears when good health
and good fortune crowd together, but then there are
succedent (succeeding) (subsequent) periods when death and
disasters try to break one's heart,
(34) History vividly shows us that at certain psycholog-
ical periods unusual men arise to inspire or to instruet
the age, They are men of destiny,
(35) If the end of a man's suffering means also the end
of any likelihood of a change for the better in his con-
duct, from a long-range point of view the benefit he
receives from such relief is only illusory and temporary,
His sins will continue to reecur amd their penalty of
suffering will likewise eontinue to recur,
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(XIV) (eEm=gs)
(36) Regarded in this way, mx every experience becomes
an instruction, all life a sniritual adventure.
(37) The very struggles and sufferings which bring both
practical and metaphysical wisdom to the mature and
reflective person, may bring evil emotions to the unde-
veloped and unthing rerson. It is nossible toread
wholly opposing lessons from one and the same experience,

Thus when afflicted/men rise to higher virtue or fall into
deeper wrong-doi a common distress;
(38§8The ripe wisdom of a sage c¢ould not possibly be the

fruit of a single lifetime, but only of many lifetimes,
(39) There is a shorter and better way to practical wisdom
What the ordinary man arrives at only after the several
events of long years, the wiser one will arrive at earlier
by intuition and reflection,

(40) Life is not trying to make people either happy or
unhappy, It is trying to make them understand, Their
happiness or unhappiness come as by-products of their
success or failure in understanding,

Ll) We may take refuge in escapism from a situation that

8 a sharp test of eharacter, ego may even lead us
into failure to recognise it properly or to overcome it
rightly, But if we are on the Quest we may be sure that
one day it will return and trouble us later, even if in
another form,
(42) Unhappy indeed is that refleetion which lingers on
the list of past opportunities missed and gone forever,
Tt out of its vain regrets, wisdom may grow and bloom.
(43) Even if this philosophic attitude towards adversity

and calamity did nothing more to change mtters than to
change his attitude towards them, it would have done
enough, Brven if it could not xmws f Wim save him from the
suffering they cause but enabled him to suffer with wmder-
standing, it would have done enough, Even if it guided
him to u{udy his suffering and to listen to the message
that it had to deliver to him, it would have done enough,

LL) The philesorhic man has to make up his mind that his
attitude towards every experience count s more than the
ez?eriame itself,that the way he thinks of it will either
help or hurt his spiritual evolution, If his reaction to
an event weakens his charaeter and dulls his intuition,
then it is really an evil one for him: if, however, his
reaction is to utilize it for his spiritual growth, then
it will in the end be a fortunate event,
(LS) 1If we bring a correet attifude to our life~experiences
they help us to gain greatexbinner balance and truer moral
understanding, But if we bring the wrong attitude then thesd

same experiences plunge us into emotional unbal mce and
mental distortien,
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(X1V) (avreyss)
(k6) The spiritual inertia which keeps most men uninter-
ested in the quest is something which they will not seek
to overcome by their own initiative, ILife therefore mst
Tﬁmt;n do this for them, Its chief method is to afflict
t with pain, loss, i disappointment sickmess and
death, But such affiictions are under karma and mot arbit-
rary, are intermittent and not continuous, are inlaid with
Joys and not overwhelming, Therefore their result is slow
to appear,
(U7)The tragedy of life lies in its transitory nature,
Ambitions rise only to fall, Even loves come only to

da'gart eventually,
(L8) These doctrines assert that those unlucky wretches
are merely paying for their misdeeds in former bedies,

s if that is correct, should they suffer for errors
which they camot possibly remember and which might have
been committed by others, for all they know? I can under-
stand and appreciate the philosophical arguments for the
doetrine of rebirth, but I eannot understand the justice
of punishing men for misdeeds of which they are completely
unavare. Such is a reasonable criticism,

(49) The law of recompense is not only one to compe] man
to right thought feeling and conduet. Onm a hi r plane,
there is the Overself, Were there no rewards for goodness
and no punishment for wickedness, either here on earth or
somewhere in a deatheworld, it would still be a part of
man's highest happiness to express the compassion that is,
through the Overself, his purest attribute,
(K (50) Man is notordous for his fagulty of making the
same mistake, not only twice, but thrice and more, If
there is anybhing which should come to his Ming en fiudsh
ing this stage, it is the necessity of being unlike the
Bourbons, who iaamed nothing and profited nothing by the
lessons of the past, of determining that he should under-
stand his mistakes and not commit endlessly the same egre-
%ious errors and sins which have tarmished his history,
51) We do not easily grow from the worse to the better
or fromthe better to the best, We struggle out of our
imperfections at the price of toil sacrifice and trouble,
The evil of these things is not only apparent
are, in essence, in any ultimate confliet with divine love.
Whatever helps us in the end towards the realizstion of
our diviner nature,even if it be painful, is good and
whatever hinders, even if it be pleasant, is bad, If a
personal sorrow tends towards this result it is really
good and if a personal happiness retards it, then it is
really bad, It is becanse we do not believe this that we
complainf at the mresence of suffering and sorrow in the

divine plan and at the absence of merey in will,
We do not know where our true good lia; and:'hgl%ﬂg'e
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| (X1V) ¢ayre)=iz)
following ego, desire, emotion or passion, displace it by
a fancieg dggusiva good, Consequently, we lose faith in
God's wisdom at the very time when it is being manifested
and we become most bitter about God's indifference Just
when God's consideration is being most shown to us, Until
we summon enough courage to desert our habitual egoistic
and unreflective attitude, with the wrong ideas of good
and evil, happiness and misery which flow out of it, we
shall continue to prolong and mltiply our troubles un-
necessarily,
(52) Atlantis shaped itself out of the condensing fire
mists, Land hardened, Animals appeared, Men and women
appeared, Civilizations apreared, The continent was
developed, Then the wheel turned, The continent sank and
all went with it, In 1919 Germany lay at the feet of her
victors, She was disarmed and dismembered, She was weak,
depressed and fearful, Nobody was afraid of her, The wheel
turned, Germany armed to the teeth. Her frontiers grew,
The wheel summed, She was strong, optimistic and agoress~
ive, Everybody was afraid of her, Today she is again dis-
armed, weak and fearful, Anﬂﬁﬂuwasxnmnoun,insigﬁiis—
ant, unimportant obscure, har;mqﬁkaba:banmuh semi-
savage, The nhaei tumed, A prophet arose, instmeted and
inspired his people, They spread out and took an empire
that spread frombhe Atlantie to China, The wheel turned,
The Arab power dled again, Arabia itself became a
mere province, or colony of the Turks, BEmpires are formed
but to dissolve againg continents rise but to sink, Peoples
collect but to be redistributed once more, Cyeles operate,
the wheel tums, evolution becomes involution, Only the
intelleetually ﬁlind, the spiritually paralyzed can fail
to perceive this, And the seeker of truth needs to be brave
to be a hero, if he would tear down the veil and behold the
Goddess Isis as she really is, Our own decade has wit- .
gas:zd ;:{:nge things but things which prove this truth wp

o the .

(53) We may lay a little spiritual wisdom out of mugh
experience,

(54)When his life does not develop along the line
he has planned, his mind will become confused

and self-doubt will ¢reep in. It is then that the
ambitious man is taken in hand by his higher self,
-to learn through frustration and disappointment
seleased by the new ¢ycle of bad karms those less-
ons he could not receive through suecess and
triumph.

(55)What a man is, needs or has dome puts him Just
where he is,
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(XIV) () (@)
(1) The horoscope indicates the future only for ordinary
people and can never become a fixed certainty for the
spiritually awakened, For wherever an individual has come
under Divine Grace he directly or indirectly through a
teacher can be rendered independent of his past Karma at
any moment that the Divine wills it to be so, The will is
free because Man is Divine and the Divine Self is free,

~ (2) The elastic predictions of these soothsayers will hit

many assorted events,

(3) Those who cannot suceceed in any other profession or
who are unfit for honourable work, take to fortune~telling
and quickly learn the art of deceivﬁ.ng those who consult
them, Sometimes their predictions hapren to come true
but in 90% of cases they do not.

(L) Charlatanry has drawn high profits from these ancient
beliefs,

(5) Does anyone really possess the power of predicting
events weeks or even months before they happen? Accuracy
about the past or present could alone give one some
confidence in predietions about the future,

6) We need not dally idly in the stream of happenings
because we believe in destiny, The Overself is deeper than
destiny, The Overself is omnipotent; the related links of
the chain of Fate fall to the ground at its bidding; it
is worse to disbelieve in the Overself and its supremacy
than to believe in destiny and its power - not that the
Overself can outwit destiny, it merely dissolves it,

(7) Destiny follows tendeney, What we are, ‘makes us go in
a certain direetion., Philosophy sees the end from the

b ning, :

(BE We may freely leave the future to our stars, if we know
that we can be true to ourselves,

(9) Given a certain set of characteristics in a man, it
is often possible for the psyehologist to foretell in
advance how he is likely to act in a given situation,

(10) Whoever will take the trouble to investigate the
subjeet ean discover that the events of life concur with
the changes indicated in the skies.

(11) & 1s it possible to predict the future? Is time
merely an indiecator of what is already foreordained? Are
forces coming dwam down from the stars to affeect human life
?d'rersaly or beneficently? - :

12) .In its newly-discovered presence, we are relieved of
cares, immme to anxieties about the future and liberated
irom regrets about the past, - r.oa = -

(13) A1l we.may rightly say is that -there is a fated .
element in every human life.- Bub.how large thet element
is in each particular life is generally unknows; what
shape it will take is often unpredicgdtable, We certainly
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(XIV)

ought not to say that sun an elementqs ﬁ:e'!gle ﬁ@.ﬂlit-.ﬁ_ﬂl
Therefore the wise man will take no horoscope, however -
expertly case, as absolutelv inevitable and no clairvoyant,
however reputed, as absolutely infallible,

(14) The planets do not econtrol your individual destiny
but their movements determine the times when the latent
karma which have earned, shall become aetive and
operative, ce the sky is like a gigantic clock whose
hands point to the fateful hours of humen life but it is
not a storehouse of forces influencing or dominating that
life.

(15) Do the sparkling planets which cirele around our sun
put the thoughts in our heads, the tendencies in our
hearts, the words in our mouths and the evens in our
lives? Do they throw roses in one man's path and rocks
in another mant's? s : - R,
(16) The warning prophecies of these clairvoyants are
useful in that they are to some degree what the oracle

of Delphi was to Socrates, Those old Greeks had a wisdom
all their o, They were notfar wrong when they say in
unusual good fortune the forewarning of dread calamity;
to them the gods did not desire mortals to remain hapry
too long, A R p SR -
(17)Philosophy teaches us a wiser course than mere fatal-
ism, a truer one than more faith in freewill, It teaches
us that even when the stars in the firmament appear to
work against us, the stars of worthy ideals will

work for us, It liberates us from anxieties about our
horoscope because it gives us certitudes that the right
causes we set going must have right effects, It gives

our life's ship sails and rmndd port and H d
not drift. 3 g e

(18) Altho the ancients were mueh addicted to divination,
Socrates counseled the use of one's own reason and judg-
ment in solving problems; and only when these failed
should he resort to divination; = = . s "
(19) There are no lucky house-nmumbers and no unlucky ones,
It a man has had a series of misfortunes in a eertain
house, it is not the fault of its nub er but the fault of
his karma, His evil karma fell due during that period
and would have ripened into sorrowful expariences even if
he had occupied a totally different house with a totally
different number. Now karma arises ultimately out of
character for the better and thus ultimately change his
lmxze karma to some extent, The let him move back into
the same house which once brought him sorrow, BHe will
find that this time it will not do so. Its so-called
'unlucky! number will no longer harm him,

(20) Pnilisophy teaches the truth of destiny but not the
half-error of fatalism,

(20a) He is.caught by karms in a trap of his own making.
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! t, Leuconoe, vainly to descr} _ (———
L20) 11?5;3.1’:, Ic.lgn;' the gobd; to fmm fleeting life have given;
No impious spells, Chaldean magic tryj
But wait the unalterable doom of heaven,

Whate'er betide, let patience arm thy mindj
#hether great Jove have countless years in store,

Or this the last, whose bleak tempestuous wind

Breaks its wild waves against the Tusecan shore,

Even whilst we speak, the winged moment flies

Snatch present bliss, and leave the rest to fate.
—— Horace: "The Eleventh Ode."
(21) K, S, Guthrie: "PhotinusT Philosophy .

"Plotinus cannot see his wav to accepting a crude
astrology which supposes that the daily position of the
stars influences our daily life in a supernatural way,

If the star-souls are gods they are goods why then should
their different positions alter their influence? The
influence of the stars can be little more than that of
their natural inflnence, as of the moon on the tides,
the sun on the life and moods of men, The deeds of men
which as responsible creatures they commit are just as
important, if not more so." - 3 E
(22) 1f, for instance, he is not destined to enjoy marital
happiness, it would be futile for him to go on seeking it.
If he does, he will one day get tired of beating the wings
of desire against the bars of fate, But it is not always
possible to know through past experience or present reas-
oning what his destined lot really is, For the past my
be quite misrepresentative of the future and thought can
only throw light on some of its mysteries, not on all,
Consequently he is forced to seek aid from revelation,
This % may come to him unreliably through the channel of
one of the predictive arts or, mst relisbly, through a
ly-felt intuition granted by his own higher sel?f,
(23)An Indian Astrologer: "The planets do not compel
anyone to be a "v‘iIIa.IrEi and proclaim from the house tops -
'Evil be thou my Good', Unique in the histery of (the)
world's astrological adventure, the Indian sSystems have
carefully explained that the 1 ets just indicate a rough
outline of future events., Individuals and nations mst
realize not merely their potentialities for good and evil,
but their limitations as well, as indicated by plametary-
. eonfigurational pattems, if 1ife is to be lived in peace
and harmony, "
(2h) Crities insist that character-readers and fortune
telle rs appeal only to the grossest superditions, One
can understand the attitude of those who are so antagon-
ized by exaggerated claims as to dismiss the whole subject
of destiny and its foretelling with irritated impatience.
The old Brahmin astrologers of India rigidly refrained
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(XIV)

from allowing their astrological knowledge to percolate
down to the masses, for fear that it would be mi sunder-
stood or misused, This is precisely what has happened
today, The popularization of knowledge in these demo-
prxbnr drks s dir ik iaeraye s [ XK cra‘big dgya
is not altogether a good thin
(252‘ There are some entiusiastic exponents who, not
content with claiming that every event in a man's 1ife
ean be pre-determined with the nutmost prer.:ision, even
turn these arts into a creed, I am a believer in the
stellar seience, with certain reserves —= for I perceive
its incomplete and fragmentary nature — but T have never
found that astrology could provide the spiritual solace
for which one looks in religion or philosophy,

(26) Astrology was given by the primeval sages as a
revelation to early mankind., No human being on earth
could have created out of his own head this mysterious
clence of astrology. It was given to help human beings
whe still were far from spiritual attainment, as a
concession to their human nature, But when man has come
by spiritual advancement, under the grace of God,
directly, or through a teacher, it is not possible to
construct a horoscope that #11 perfectly fit him beecanse
his testimony willalways be 1liable to modifieation and
alteration, i :

(27) T am not sure but that our modern reformers have
swept away some sound doetrines in their efforts to

purge astrology of its 'superstitions?!, They lose sight
of the fact that astrology could never have been form-
lated by the thinking brain of man but was essentially a
revelation, This wonderful knowledge could only hamx
have ‘been discovered by great seers, whose lueid elair—
voyance compelled the stargemmed skies to deliver up their
secrets, It is a great pity- that the Oriental system is
2 little kmown in the st, for without its aid we shall
never come nearer to an impeccable science,

(28) Ks I emerge from a trance of self realization, the
white sun sets in golden bars across the Thames, My body
is seated in the half-Buddha posture on a grassy bank of
the river; T find the solution of the problem which has
weighed on my mind all day., I, hapless vietim of a hard
fate, T have commmicated with myself] But now, I am con=-
seious of the truth, for I have been lifted 1ike a babe oumt
of all anxiety for the future, all regret for the past, In
the spiritual self, T feel o timeless 1ife: I breathe the
calm air of the Eternal. T feel safe and I could not worry
even if T wanted to, To live in the true Self is to be
released from all cares concerning what the morrow may
bring, This is real freedom, Even if fate is
all-powerful, even i mieasant fate be in e for

me, yet, if I cannot it, I ean myself, I
can g:tf’ar intocmy inn%é-hgeg]a.f and t.herem'u regligs from
——

my fate,
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(x1v) (29) It was a common act for the inatmctacfmaamong
the earlier races of man,whether Egyptian or Greek, Roman
or Indian, Chinese or Sumerian, to undertake no important
enterprise and no long voyage without first consulting
the will of the gods, And this they learnt within the
sacred walls of the temple, or from the lips of some
revered holy man, or by studying the omens given by
certain objeets or cireumstances. Men as gifted and as

. astute as Macedonian Alexander did not disdain to make
the unpleasant journey to a corner of the Egvptian desert
solely to consult the oracle at the temple of Ammon, It
was here that Alexander, after dismounting from his horse
at the door of this mystic shrine, was told that victory
would follow his flag and that the world would be put
into the hollow of his hand. Letnus k not think so
slightingly of the people who lived before us, but remember
that they too had culture, civilization and religien, ---
(30) The situation in the world with its anxiety, stress,
and strain has produced a remarkable phenomena of rExrge
recrudescence of the fortune-telling and notably of
astrology. The whole army has encamped in the midst of
the metropolis wik which professes to provide its patrons
with glimpses of the events of their future life, I do
not regard astrology as nonsense, I believe there is some
basis for the doctrines, but T regard the whole trade of
fortune telling as having been riddled through and through

“— with quackery. Those who place their faith in the pre-
dietions of these gentry will, in the vast majority of
cases, be sadly disillusioned, These fortune tellers are
usually careful never to predict more pleasant things in
store for their clients than unpleasant ones, But the
properity, fortunate marriage, and the fame which forms so
common a feature, and their venial prophesies prove to be
hollow pebbles that are pricked by the spears of time,
The mentality which aeccepts every prediction as authentic
is as primitive and as moronic as the mentality which
utters it, as in the days of the decline of ancient Rome,
Superstition battens on unsettled minds and fearful hearts,
on all those who feel the need of some assertions about
their personal future during the disturbed epoch, The
wise man will refuse to follow the mass of slander, but
will derive his assertions from the study of philesophy
and practice of meditation,

(31) I am a believer in portents, This is about the one

~~ weak little superstition I allow myself, that the begin-

?_hg of an event carries quite an auspicious significance
or me,

(32) Shall we @elay our Journeys in deference to the
lanets? :

‘bﬁ) -However much we pry into tli;_géutum we do not come a
nearer I‘B&l a e £ hf‘u[ I [=15)

abiding in Oversgi?: érg%umy brings m%ﬁng%% and
life,
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o XTIV - e M
[ The accurate prediction of future events is no
ggﬁthing that can be kept as rigidly sciemtiﬂg_ as
mathematics, for instance. There are incalculable and
xrix elusive factors always at work., WNevertheless, the
broad trend and general ways of events can be forecase
with some soundness,
(35) It 1s sometimes asked, why should the Overself,

—  thromgh its grace, interfere with the workings of its own
law of consequences? Why should it be able to set the
Karma of a man at naught? If the recurrence of Karma is
an eternal law, how can any power ever break it or inter-
fere with its working? The answer is that the Overself
does not violate the law of consequences at any time. If,
through a man's own efforts he modifies its effeets upon
him in a particular instance, or if the same is brought
about by the manifestation of Grace, everything is still
done within that law - for it must not be forgotten that
the allotment selected for a partieular incarnation dees
not exhaust the whole store of Karma existing in a man's
record, There is always very much more than a single
earth-life's allotment, "What happens is that a
pPlece of good Karma is brought into manifestation along-
side of the bad Karma, and of such a nature and at such a
time as completely to neutralize it, if its eradication
is to be the result or partially to neutralize it, if its
modification is to be the ended result. Thus the same
law still continues to operate, but there is a change in
the result of its operations,

(36)The prophets and teachers may attract a man's
interest in the path but only m sfortune and suffer-

ing will compel him to follow it.

(37)Every individual is accountable to the law

of recompense for what he does with himself or to

others., '

(38) Some possess an instinctive belief in astrol-

ogy. They look constantly to the planets for

gdvice about he right timing of their moves.

(39) Suppose you had to carry the hunchback!s

cross? Would you not be bitter? Would you eon~

sider God's dealing with you a just one?

(40) Even if his intuitive feeling warns him of

__an impending event in such a2 manner that he knows

, it to be unalterably pre-ordained and inevitable

~- his inability to prevent it happening need not
prevent him making all possible preparations to
protect himself and thus suffer less from it than
he might otherwise have done. Such a warning can
only be useful and saves a man from falling into
the panic in which fear of the unexpected may
throw others.
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(x1v)

(1) Man may attempt to defy his destimy, but unless he
has emancipated his spirit, it will get him,

(2) To perceive that a gertain course of events is inevit-
able and to give up the battle against it, is some times
as wise as 10 perceive that another course of events may
still be modified and to continue the battle,.

(3) Trying in the wrong way hinders us and trying in the
right way helps us, Rebellion agdinst fate does not help;
acceptance and correction of fate does,

(1) "We trail our destiny with us wherever we go. Even
the gods cannot alter the past," says a Greek aphorism,
(5) He will naturally try to smooth his destiny but he
will not do so at the expense of his charaeter, If there
be no other way to keep his ideals, then he will¥ be

repared to endure and suffer, .

6) Man is responsible for his own aets, The belief that
any Saviour ean suffer for his im ximyeriky sins or any

riest remit them, is incorrect,

?7) He can see it happening along time before it actually
does, yet there is nothing he can do sbout it,

8) There will be times when he should courageously defy
fate but there will also be other times when he should
discreetly propitiate it,

(9) To submit to the inevitable and to vield to the
inexorable — this is all he ean do at times,

(10) When a favourable cyele of destiny is operative, a
little right action produces a lot of fortunate results,
But when an unfavourable evele is dominant, a lot of right
action produces little result, The man and his eapacities
have not echanged but his destiny has, At such a time the
new sequence of events in his life is dictated, not by his
individual will but by a higher £ will,

(11) It is not easy to krow when to follow destiny's lead
or when to fight it.

(12) A mistake comprehended as such my be the beginning
of new wisdom,

(13) At a time when his destiny balances itself upon his
g:oision, wisdom may be sorely absent if he has never sought

(14) We are in bondage to our own Past. Who can deliver us,
save owrselves? .

(15) This utter dependence on destiny, this refusal to 1lift
arm or limb to change one's circumstances, this complete
acquiescence in every miserable event that time and others
may bring us - this is not fatalism, but foolishness,

(16) 1If, after exhausting all our efforts, nothing comes
of them, then we shall have to accept that as Destiny,

(17) We must use his combined reason and intuition, that

pattorn of Senes’s Joyfliosern the handiwork pf lamme ip the
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(18) We must resignedly accept misfort.mag tha% cgmoybe
remedied, When fate works against us, it is better to
recognize the faet than to fight on blindly and uselessly,
(19) We invite the future through our aspirations. We get
the consequences of our thinking, feeling and doing. Nature
has no favouritism but gives us our deserts.

(20) You can win if- at the beginning of any enterprise you
~ determine to do so, unless the fates are equally determined
that you shall not, This is the "x" factor, the unknown
hand which can gather up all your winnings in one grasp and
toss them allaside., You may call it Luck if you wish, The
wise man will in all reckonings allow for this mysterious
faetor and accept its existence as a faet,

(21)The use of the karma doctrine to stop all attempts to
i?::ivve conditions or challenge wrong-doing, is a misuse

of it,

(22)The recognition that fate's pressure in a given
situation is unalterable, the admission that nothing ean
be done about it is, at certain times not less an aect of,
wisdom than the opposite is at'other times, i iy e
(23) In a rough kind of way, and after sufficient periods
of time have matured, aj man's outward conditions will keep
in some sort of step with his inward development, -~ ..
(24) It is because this tenet has been so often ill-under-
stood that it has taken extravagant or erroneous forms and
consequently ridicule has been east upon it,

(25) It is tme that our free wlll works partly within
the bounds of a larger eircle of destiny, but that destiny
itselfl partly is self-wrought,

(26) Destiny's accountant always comes in the end to east
up a balance, and make a reckoning,

(27) If men complaint/ that life brings them its worst,

they ought te pause and consider whether they have prepared
them:elves inwardly to receive anything better than the
(28) It will prevent some misfortunes by preventing their
causes arising within himself, Tt will not remove other
misfortunes but it will make them easier to bear,

(29) To state the doctrine is one thing; to apply it to
?rqctical problems is another,

30) If destiny fixes an adverse # event for us, can the
will free us from it?

(31)Repentance for wrong-doing may not commite its karma
but will at least provide the indispensable preliminary
condition for such a commting, g :

(32) When we find inward peace, we cease to struggle with
the fates, ;

(33) This deadly doetrine of karm seems to leave us no

loovhole., Tt catehes ns like animals in the iron trap
of fate,

(XIV)




¢ ol o e & x
sdJEGnEEé ssﬂs lann#rdtain toeooe vibenmgieet Jeom of (BI)(
of 1edded el i ,er Jenisge zitow ofsY medW , belbamex
«vizesleer bae viballd mo 3dnft of medd Jos? edd eximgooer
dog oW .2molisiiqes wwo dapwvords etwdyd edd edivat oW (QI)
otwdsk Janich bns antleel mabiatdd qro Yo 2esnsupsenoco edd
seiioeeh qro ey sevin tud melibzvovel om sad
woy seligredne yme Yo soinnbtged edt is At abfw nso woY (08
benimradeb vilswpe e1s 2eds? ot sezelaw o2 cob of smim
avoroiaw ofd (108081 "x" ot =i 2idT  dom [lats poy Jadd
bns gesty eno al ennfrriw apoy [lz qu wodiey nes daldw Hasd
ofT . deiw wov it Joml 3& [fss vam woY . ebi=slls merdd ssod
sroltedeym eldd 1ol wolls sgmtmodoet [[s mf Tliw mom eebw
«Jo8% = a8 sonsfebxs adl Jgasss bns Todoel
of edqmedis [ie qodz ot entrdooh emsid add %o emr edT(IS)
eewelm 8 2l  maiob-goorw sunmellsds 1o amoiiibros am:?-!'
i 1o
moviy 8 ni sursesny sleisl tadd moidlimgooeT odT(SS)
59 natdion fedt noteeimbs edd ofdersdlcny ef neldspdle
%o Jos ns e2sl don eamid nisdyes Is el 3f drods epmob od
gl 2omid 7ofito ds ef etia odd nsid mobalw
abolieq dmelolt%tue 1odls bne ,yew Yo daror & oI (€S)
qeadl [[iw sgoidtbnoo brswiyo 2'nsx s Dbervdem eved amid Yo
e te Jimmgolswek buswni gid ddlw gede Yo Jioe amoe af
srobm~LI} medlo oz need maf Jened =hdd seumoced et 3T (4iS)
bre errrot zrosmerre o fnsmsvsvixs medlsd sed #F Jedd boode
i toqu dees nmeed asd sfwolbly vidperpssnes -~
ntditw vIdteo edvow Lftw el amo dadd emd ef I (2S)
itdesh fedd Joud  yrideeb Yo olorls zogysl & 1o sbavod ard
ddopomw-1fer =2F vidvaq 1ls2dl
280 of bas efd b pemos evewle #netrroons etynidesd (9S)
JSntooioet £ odaw brg eoncied 8 qu
Jetow 2dt medd egnitd eXEl fedd Matsfgmos rem 3T (78)
| bereqerq eved vedd werddedw qebizros bne oeyeq od drdaro verdd
i e} nedd reddsd guidiyne svieost of vibrewni aovia:maﬂj
: : s T e d2Tow
' atedd matdneverag vd senndvolsim amez dmeveaq [Liw 3T (88)
qofddo evomer forr [Iiw 31  tleemid aiddiw mnizfis seauso
Jtead ot velzme medi oxam [liw &t dud semmdrolsim
ot 3t yinoe of tanldd eno 2l entadooh edd eisiz of (%)
«Toridons Bl amaldogg iﬁ?i&?:é?
nss .ev 10t fneve\k esmovbe ns asxil wuidze -
o G b ¢4t morl 8w en‘iﬂ .{_f..h)r
sl edt edmmmos dom vem amicb-nmotw 1ol sonsdasgedl(IE
visainifo1q sldsensqetbnt odd ebivora Jesel Is I{jf F0rC] -
- "~ mfidoemos- g fopa T0Y Aoliibmoo
dibw olsgerrde ol czeeo ow (ooseq byswnt bnil ew medW (SL)
_ 29381 ard
ot 8y oveel of smeee mrred %o snivdseb vIbseh efdT (£€)

qer1d mosi edd nt elemins ediil sw zaffaden 4T .eolodgool
ofeT Yo

vIX)

=

— i/




(xIv) (34) This deadly doctrine of karma seems to lteaEvi e uI ﬁiﬁs no
loophole, It catches (recompense)
us like animals in the iron trap of fate,
(35) We are all biased and blinded by the past, We need
to force ourselves to face the present by the light of
the future, as a man forces himself to bear the burden
of prolonged hard work wherefrom he hopes to reap his
high reward,
(33} "Why should we strive when all things are deereed?
Ls well may planets tug against the sun,
Or rivers, by resolving cease to run
As we by striving rule our word or deed;
ess Thus Reason speaks, and having talked her £ill
Something within us says: "I WILLJ"
(37) When a man finds that a condition is beyond his
power to change, he may better endure it by holding the
faith that all things and all conditions are ultimately
ordered by the Universal Mind, and that they will work
out for the best in the end,
(38) The law of consequences is immitable and not whime
sical but its effects may at times be modified or even
nentralized by introdueing new eanses in the form of
opposing thoughts and deeds, This of course involves in
turm a sharp change in the direction of life-course. Such
a change we call repentance,
(39) The measure of this counter-influence will be the
measure of the sincerity of his repentance, of the re-
fusal to take any alibis from himself, of the effort teo
change his mode of thought, and of the practical steps
h:hvoluntaﬁly takes to undo the past wrongs done to
others, ’ .
(LO) There are circumstances where nothing else can be
done except to resign oneself to the deeree of fate, to
accept what cannot be altered, . 7
ll) To say- that environment amky, being the expression
of thought, ean be changed only by changing thoughts 1is
correct only as the ultimate trth of the situation, And
then to say that one feels too weak to change one's
thoughts, sets up a vicious cirele from which there seems
no escape, The immediate truth must be broughtin as a
counter-balance, And that is, that an outer change will
make easier the inner one,
(L2) Are we to regard out 1ife as completely prearranczed
and wholly unalterable?
(L3) The fatalist who believes his future is irrevocably
fixed, loses ambition, initiative and other valuable spurs
to human effort,
(Lk) Men will moan about their unhappy past, and ache
because they cannot undo it; but they forget to undo the
wnhappy future which they are now busy making,
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6) If a mn's lot cannot be wholly c hanged, it can
g?‘t«ln be somewhat ameliorated. And even where that is
quite impossible he can always make a bad lot better by
bettering himself,

(47) Jesus had a passion to urge every man to live up
to his higher possibilities, The man who is living a
lower level than his best is not performing his proper
function in life, This attitude of Jesas was in direct
contract to the widespread fatalism of the Orientals,

8) The malignant spirit of fatalism cannot be exoreised
by a word or by a sentence, but when religion consistently
entreats men to come up higher, to live out the fulness
of their being, it is certain to have a wholesome influ-
ence upon those who hear, .. R L
(L9) To strive hard for a worthwhile aim but to resign
oneself to its abandonment if destiny is adverse to its
realization, is not the-same as to do nothing for it all
but to leave that aim entirelv to fate., To eliminate
within oneself the avoidable canses of misfortune and
trouble but to endure understandingly those which are
the unavoidable lot of man is not the same as to let those
eauses remain untouched whilst blindly aceepting their
effects as fate,
(50) "t'-chananteris-&hapad'br eirpt : ; =

of its

rant of the dark power of Destiny struggle
with their lot and trv to alter Fate's decrees, As well
might they try to stop the roar and rush of a Niagara,
alone and unaided, Bven the mighty Napoleon, who nearly
eonquered all Burope, could not conquer Fate, He had to
bow before its terrible sentence, as his own pathetic words
at St. Helena testified later. It is better to bow to the
inevitable, and endure bravely what we eannot alter, than
to cast our strength away in vain strugegles,

(52) P.G.BOWEN: "The Natal Horoscope becomes null and void

eipleship,,, "The common idea that man is ruled by the stars
is wrong and obstructive of genuine oceult progress, Man
rules himself and makes his own destiny, He is not of
necessity bound by any of his conditiong, "
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) (53) Karma does not wholly cancel freedom but ]ﬁ:i@

If the present results of old causes set walls around him,
through a better character and an improved intelligence
new causes may be initiated and other results be attained.
) Even if human karma were rigidly implaeable and
against it human will is sadly impotent, divine Grace is
still available and divine Merev is yet accessible,
(55) Bvery prophet knew and taught that virtue rewards
itself as punishes itself,
(56) The activities of the present life necessarily make
their contribution towards the results now being exper-
ienced as destiny from previons lives. They may even go
farther than this and may influence, modify or altogether
offset a dmx destined experience which is reserved for
the future and has still to materialize, Thus, there is
no room for a hopeless fatalism in this teaching, Destimy
is alterable, It is made more pleasurable by our good
deeds, more bearable by our wise decisions, more painful
by our bad deeds and more unbearable by our foolish
decisions, n
(57)If philosophy accepted the doctrime of complete fatal-
ism, it ecould hold out no hope to mankind, If it said
that every event in the history of the world was predes-
tined from the very beginning, that each event in a man's
life was pre-ordained from before his birth, that ne
thought, no word and no deed could have been avoided, then
its ical teaching would have been unnecessary, its
matam.’mal teaching would have been falsified and its
moral teaching would have been in vain, But philosophy
has never been shipwrecked upon the rocksj it says that
what happens inside you is Intimately connected with
what happens outside you, that thought, feeling,will,
intuition or character makes its secret contributions
towards the events of your 1ife and that to the extent to
which you begin to control of such foolish fatalism
urself, you will begin to control your personal welfare,
f?&) Intemally and externally we find through experience

consummate itself, Futile is the endeavor to try to eross
that are; wise is the submissiveness that stays within its
limits. We must leave to it the mjor direction which our
mental and physieal 1ife must take, The thoughts that
shall most move us and the events that shall chiefly happen
to us are already marked on the lines of the arc, There
is nothing arbitrary, however, about this, for the thoughts
and the events are related and both together are still
further related to an anterior birth in the lonz series that
makes up human 1ife on this plant, : "
(59) There are tides of fortume and circumstances whose ebb
and flow wash the lives of men, There are cycles of changes
which mist be headed and with whieh our plans and
activities harmonised, if we are to live frictionless and
to avoid wasting strength in futile struggles, We mgtthe

learn when to move forward & thus rise to the crest o
— e
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XIV (XVII) _{e
tide, and when to retreat and retire. - T 549
(60) Inevitably and ultimately, will mast prove stronger
than fate becanse it is our own past WIIL which created
our wesent fate,
(61) Is it possible to blend Oriental fatalism with our
Oceidental self=exertion?
(62) The connection between self and circumstance can
- easily be traced if both are analyzed by an entirely

rtial mind,

(63) Smch an enlightened and qualified fatalism need not
lead to a paralysis of the will and passivity of the brain.
It emphatieally does not lament that man can do nothing to
change his lot for the better nor, worse, leave him without
even the desire to change it, Wo -~ the submission to fate
which a doctrine teaches is not less €Y enlightened and
qualified than itself. Tts effect upon those who not only
believe in it but also understand it, is towards the
striking of a balance between humble resignation and deter-
mined resistance, towards the correet appraisal of all
situations so that the trly inevitable and the personally
alterable are seen for what they are, It yields to God's
will but does not therefore deny the exk existence of man's,
(6li) Do your best o0 mend matters, the best you can, then
leave the results to destiny and the Overself, You can't
do more anyway, You canf modify your destiny, but certain
events are unchangeable because the world is not yours but
God's, You may not know at first what events these are,
therefore yon mst act intelligently and intuitively:
later you can find out and accept, Whatever happens, the
Overself is still there and will bring vou kremgnx
through and out of your troubles, Whatever happens to
your material affairs haprens to your body, not the real
YOU, The hardest part is when you have others dependent on
you. Even then you must learn how to commend them to the
kindly care of the Overself, and not try to earry allthe
burden on your own shoulders, If it can take care of you,
it can take care of them, too.
(65)What we have vet to {earn is that destiny, makes its
maye chesslike moves according to our thinking and doing,
Whoever will offer himself unto the Overself, and will be
blessed by its benediction so that he becomes as one
inspired, may then perceive this strange figure at his side
working for the good of man,
(66) In the final chapter of "A Search in Secret India," I
provided some hints of the cyclic nature of life, writing,
"Every life has its aphelion and perihelion" (check),
Now the time has come to particularize this statement and
cast some light on the great mystery of fate and fortune,
The knowledge of this truth renders a man better able to




]

P (VIx)
(- SR so1lder bne dsexder ot medw bas ebid
wogariie evorq Jemm [[tw (vletemtdfy brs vidsdivenT (03)
bedsers doldw TIIw f2sq mwo =wwo el +i semesed sl nsd
o128l Fnecew ~yo
o ddbe meiledel [edneir0 bueld of sfdlseoq i aiq (£3)
Taoldrexe~tfoz [aimabioold
080 sonsiemueris hrs Tlee neewded moldvenmos ofT (S3)
vioilins a8 v besviame ens diod 11 boostt ed ylless =
Jbotm L[afdrsqui
don beon meileist PePYifswp hue bensddailnme ne dons (£0)
onilsrd edd Yo yiivizesq bue [[hw sdd Yo sievistsa & of beel
od znirifon ob mes mem Fafld iremel dom zsoh vIfsskfardqme 41
doord bw mid oveel ysevow ,von tsdded erd ol fol sid synsdo
eiel ot molesimdrz edd — ol  JF sunsads ot etleshb sdd meve
bae bemeddnilme T4 zeol Jom 2i merdansd enbrdsch = rolifw
ino fom ofw szorld moqr ostie 23T  Ylead! aadd belt!leup
o ebiswod at (3t brstevebar osls Jird #! nl evelfed
-1oteb bris noldersizet oldmur meswded eonslisd 5 %o nabitrde
Ils Yo [e=tsyae dostioo orfd sbrswot  sonstztest benhm
vllenoetreq edd hns eldstivent vlrrrd addt tsdd ce amoidsudie
a'bod of esbleiy 3T .o1e vordd jardw 10 noez eors slderadls
s2'asm Jo somadeixs dxw add yneb evolerard Jon seoh Fud [Liw
nefdd (nso wov dasd srd evsdiem beaem ot dz2od ey ol (4d)
J'aso mY JIleavav0 sdf hae wnidesh of sdlyeet odd evsal
nisdieo $vd  ynidesh awoy vitbom Noso oY .yswyns orom ob
Jud etwoy don st bltow afd sapsosd sldssansrdonu o1s edneve s
«918 geadd ednsve Jadw fa1it 48 woml don vem poY G 2'boD
svlovidivint bns vIinenillstni dos demm wov exolerads
odd . emoqqad TevedsdW ,dgeses bae jve bnil nso rov wedsl
xegcmeeoit sov ankbrd [[he bos oredd I[[Ede = Tlezrev)
o3 zneqqasd tevededW ,ssldnord xrov Yo dwo bhas dawverdd
Iset edi -ton ,ybod Tovov of emsqqsd axislls [siredsm —uoy
no 3nsbneqeb eteddo sved rov merdw =2f Jrsy fssbisd sdl ,UOY
edd od medd bnemmos o wod mrssel Jamr wrov medd mevd ,woy
sfdlle yriss of v1d don hns ,lez1ev0 add Io exso vibabl
oY Y0 o180 edsd mes fI II L 2webluode owo -1woy mo mebird
o0} .medd 1o orno oisi nso di
edt eedem  yntdesh fedi ef misel of fov evad ew FedW(2d)
«3ntfob bas anbintdt tvo of guibrooss zavom adiifezedo wwmm
od IIlbw boe YIserov0 st odmr Ylsemid xeilo [Liw wevsorW
eno a2s semoosd &l tedd om mobdokbened 2if ywd besasid
oble eld 38 ermmit sanseda =tdd ovleoreq cadd vem  bexigani
J0sm Yo boon =it a0l mnbirow
I "yslbrd $er10e2 nt fovsel A" Yo radgads Lsail edd al (30)~
Qntdbor o1t Yo sawdsn silays ond Yo admtd emos bebivers
o(oerdo) "notledireq bns motledge edl sed o1il wrevd"
bas d¢nemsdsde aldd sslrslwoltidtag ot omoo zed emid o) woll
omrio?t bne ofsY Yo yredeym Feoxg ot no Frnil emo2 F280
o} elds tedded nem 8 euehnert ddrrd =idd To egbelworm! enT




(XIV)  (xvET) @)
meet all situations in life, both pleasant and unpleasant,
in the right way. "With an understanding of the auspic-
ious and inauspicious issues of events, the accomplishment
of great Life-tasks becomes possible,™ taught a Chinese
Sage, According to the Chinese wisdom, Tao, in its

secondary meaning, is the divinely-fi_ed order of things,

~ under this there are four cycles of history. The first

two are 'yang'! and the last two are 'yin', This law of
periodicity refers to individual lives no less than to
cosmic existence. Every human life is therefore subject

. to periodical changes of destiny whose inner signifiecance

needs to be comprehended before one can rightly act.
Hence the method of grappling with destiny must necessarily
vary in accord with the particular rhythm which has come
Into the calendar of one's life, FEvery situation in human
existence mst find its appropriate treatment, and the
right treatment can only be consciously adopted by the
sage who has established inner harmony with the law of
periodicity,

The sage seeks to do the right thing at the right moment,
for antomatic adjustment to these varying fortunes,
This is ealled, in the Chinese Mystery-School teaching,
'mounting the dragon at the proper time and driving through
the sky'. Hence I have written in The Quest of the Overself
that the wise man knows when to re e and w o
yield to it, Knowing the truth above of the ebb and flow
of destiny he acts always in eonformity with this imner
understanding, Sometimes he will be fiereely active, other
times completely quiescent, sometimes fighting tragedy to
the utmost, but at other times resigned and surrendered,
Everything has its special time and he does not follow any
course of action at the wrong time. He is a free agent,
yes, but he mist express that freedom rightly, because he
mst work, as all must work, within the framework of cosmie
law, To initiate the correct change in his activities at
the incorrect time and amid wrong environing circumstances
would be rash and lead to failure, to start a new and
necessary enterprise at the wrong moment and amid the
wrong situation of life, would also lead to failure, The
same changes, however, if begun at another time and amid
other conditions will lead to success., The sage consults
his innermost prompting which,being in harmony with truth,
guides him to correet action in particular situations
accordingly, We can neither dictate to him as to what he
should do, nor preseribe principles for his suidance, nor
even prediet how he is going to resvend to any set of
e¢ircumstances,

The proper course of action which anyone should adopt

depends ultimately upon his time and ce both.m 1y
and spiritually, In short, human wis%?’n mgg Ié':l_waﬁ’%ﬁl
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related to the cosmic currents of dest and EE £
divine goal, Man must be adaptable toﬁmmtmeﬁv}
flexible to destiny, if his life is to be both wise ang
content. Unfortunately,the ordinary man does not perceiv
this, and ¢ reatesmr mich of his own unhappiness, works =
mich of his own ruin, It is only the sage who l’laviug
surrendered the nersonal Ego,can ereate his own ha
with Nature and fate apd thus remain spiritually undis-
-turbed and at pmax peace, As Kung-Fu-Tze, (Confucius, in
Western parlance) pithily says: "The superior man cm’ﬁ.nd
himself in no situation in which he is not himself," The
wise man defers action and waits if necessary for Eha
oprortune and auspicious moment; he will not indulge in
senseless struggles or untimelv efforts, He knows how and
when to wait and by his waiting render success certain
No matter how talented he be if his circumstances are
unfavorable and the time inepportune to express them, he
will resign himself for the while and devote his td:’na
4o self-preparation and self-cultivation and thus be
ready for the opportunity which he kmows the tum of time's
wheel must bring him, He ruts himself into alignment
with the hidden prineiple which runs through man and
matter, striking effectively when the iron is hot, refrain-
ing cautiously when it is eold, He knows the pru;er limits
of his activity even in success and does not go beyond
them, He knows when to advance and when to retreat, when
tg be incessantly active and when to lie as still a; a
: r:gﬂ.ng mouse. Thus he escapes from committing serious
.
(67) The future is necessarily determined by the present but
it is not necessarily determin : 1
are other contribut.ozr fa:torafd e e
(67a)We have come to earth to gain ewperience and through
this in turn to gain a consciousness of our true being.
(67b) If he evamines the outer events of live for their
inner values, he will find positive lessons i n unpleasan t
situations.
(6 7¢)The distance between individual mentalities varies so
widely because the mumber of their reincarnations varies
so widely.
(67d)Destiny udually fits its man. What he is tends to shape
what he experiences.
(87e)Why do people go to these astrologers and hand-readers
~ if it is not in the hope that they will be given hope?
(67f)The causes he now sets going will make their effects
felt in his coming experience.
(67g)In philosophical tradition the sword has been the
symbol og God's haw of Recompense and Justice.
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(XIV)  (oper) )

(1) Some events are brought about by man's choice and
others seeming chance,
(2) Thebgotion that we are allp pawns on the great chess-
board of 1life is a grim one, Yet it must either be a
tremendous truth or a gross superstition,

(3) That character is shaped by circumstance and environ-
ment only spiritual dreamers may deny, but that it is
wholly shaped by them only materialist dreamers may affirm
A keen, subtle and sensitive intelligence ean trace by
logic, imagination or intuition, the fact of its own
previous existence and hence accept the necessity of its
development through reincarnation,

(L) We imagine we are the masters of destiny, when the
truth is that we are as the barges that float down the
Thames with each tide., I am never tired of telling myself
when things appear to go wrong, that the Gods rule this
universe, and not man, that the last word lies with them,
and if they see fit to dash all our plans to the duest,

erhaps it is as well,
F ) Only so far as personal planning obtains destiny's
sanction, will it be able to achieve its goals,

(6) Philosophy aeccepts destiny as a faet in life but its
conception of destiny rises above mere fatalism,

(7)The claims of physicists, like Jeans, that the new
physics with its theory of indeterminism endorses the

— doetrine of free-will, is not valid, For the idea of

free-will us x asta: ¥r txm is a psychological or
theological one and cannot be brought into a realm like
?Tim with which it has nothing to do at all,
7) More events &n man's 1ife have been willed by fate,
rather than by himself, than he realizes,
(8) No 1ife is a completely self-directed one, All lives
~are governed ultimately by God, .
[ (9) It is only a wrong sense of values which could glorify
such mechanical sense-reactions as expressive of a free

(10) No man can rightly callhimself free who is tyrannised
by passion and handeuffed to his ego, .

El].} How much is left to the free choice of his own will?
12) A freedom which permits everything to man is quite -
deceptive, A fatalism which denies everything to him, is
?'uite depressive, ==
13) To expect the universe to alter itself to suit some

- ~individual's convenience, is too much,

(11) The bad environment does not create the bad character,
It brings it out and encourages its development, The
wealnesses were alreadyv there latently, ;
fﬂﬁ}hog f:tu? is ]ja_artl_v conditioned by our max present,

c § turm, is partly conditioned b .
this i s not wholl'} m?.tamgle. How I:Il.grgay %glg.}gtm’lig
the element of vredestination in our lives
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16) The divine will prevails over man's private will,

17) How far has a man free choice in his life?

18) The delusion of deliberate choice is easy to fall
to, hard to escape from.

ﬁ?)’The Ovarself'geforelmowing of the ego's line off

action is not the same as the foreing of it, The limited

element of human freedom remains intact, the divine

glement of grace still remains possible.

(20) The kind Of environment in which he lives may hinder
or hasten a man's mystical development but every kind of
environment can contribute towards his understanding of
1life and therefore towards his general spiritual develop-
ment., ™
(21) The human sitnation is the final resultant of various
forces whose play and counter-play make it up. It is
packed with complexities, The doctrinaire who over-simpli-
fies it does so at the price of imperilling truth. Let us
note two out of the several factors which eontrol it, If
every event were to be completelv pre-determined by karma,
there would be nothing for us to do, But if every event
were to happen exactly as we willed it, the universe

would become a chaos,

(22) The quantity of free-will which man possesses is
much less than he usually thinks it to bd, For often
when he seems to aet voluntarily he really acts upon the
impulsion of internal forces and the influence of exter-
nal ones,

(23) There is no complete freedom but on the other hand,
there is no complete necessity., There is a confined free
will, a freedom within bounds. Philosophy makes, as the
basis of this freedom in man, both the gnta]_‘l.igence it
finds in him and the Divine Spirit from which that intell-
igence is derived. -
(2h) If by determinism it is meant that something out o
oneself is the cause that determines one's actions,this
can be only partly true, For the thought and energy
behind them mst come out of oneself,

(25) One school argues that everything happens according
to the will of God and that therefore nothing can hapren
according to the will of man,

(26) Within that large compulsion which makes the world
what, it is — 3 cosmos instead of a chaos -- there is room
for the little and limited freedom of man,

(27) Those who object to the doectrine of self-determined
fate, who put forward an absolute freedom of will, have

to show how free will can change the results of a murder.
Can it restore life to the corpse or save the eriminal
from death? Can it remove the unhappiness of the murdered
man's wife? Can it even eliminate the sense of guilt from

the conseience of ¥ his murderer? No -- these results
inevitably flow from the act.
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(X1IV) ey
The average man is not so heroic or so angelic as
g:ﬁ)l that and ann finds that his soul camnot rise above
his eircumstances and that his merwsx nerves are unjues-—
tioningly affected by his environment,
(29) No man has free-will if he i s enslaved by things or
affected by events outside of himself. He has it only
when he is inwardly detached from them,
(30) We are at one and the same time both the consequence
of our environment and the creator of it, The philosophie
mentality sees no contradictions here, kmows that there
is a reciprocal action between the two.
&31;’1'113 fool thinks he is free to defy destiny.
32) Every man's personal freedom stretches to a certain
distance and then finds ki itself ringed around by fate,
Outside this limit he is as helpless as a babe, he can
do nothing there,
{33; body is quite free to will whatever he pleases.
3L en we discover how small is the measurepf freedom
we possess, the first Pfdaetiidn reaction is one of stunned
hopelessness, the second which may come month's later, is
of weary surrender to it all, ;
(35)A higher power than human willrules human lives, Yet
it does not rule them arbitrarily, Even though man does
not control its decisions, he does contribute toward them,
(36) That the human will is but a thin straw floating on
an irresistible tide, is a hard conclusion for the human
mind to accept. Yet it is not less reasonable than it is
distasteful. 53
(37) He becomes penetrated with the thought of his persond
helplessness as against this inexorable and impersonal
power controlling his life, He feels that there is noth-
ing he can do when confronted by the unfavorable situa-
tions it creates for him, no way in which he can help him-
self, He sees himself in a little boat tossed by the
waves of this immense power, a boat whose drift toward
catastrophe he may observe but not prevent.
)38) Tt is quite untrue to say that we ars created by our
environment, It is true to say that we are conditioned,
assisted or retarded by our environment, but it is only a
half-truth, We bear within ourselves a consciousness
which at several points and in different attributes, is
independent of and sometimes quite opposed to all envir-
onmental suggestions. For, fromthe first day on earth
we possess in latency certain distinctive qualities and
inherent characteristics, certain likes and dislikes,
aptitudes alone one line of thought and action rather than
ong others, whose sum,. as they disclose themselves and
then develop themselves, constitutes our personality, Of
couse, such a process necessarily takes time, Biological
heredity contributes something qiiite definite toward this
result but former incarnations contribute much more,
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XIV Duixd - - - GRS
(39) If we wholly (dast?my man's personal responsibility for
his actions, if we assert that it is visible environment or
invisible God that makes him do them, we weaken him,
(LO) Men who are enslaved by desires and tyrannized by
passions have the audacity to believe, and the shameless-
ness to say that their will is freel
(41) But, after all, to admit that the human will may work
freely within these limits, is not to admit much,
(L2)To regard man as the product of his thinking only, to
ignore the existence and influence of his surroundings,
would be to place him in an utter vacuum,
(L3) He may be predestined to live in certain surroundings
but the way in which he allows them to affect him is not

rﬂdﬁstinedl

Yhh)Ha.d his choice between roads been made differently,
his life would certainly have been very different,too, But
was his power of choice really as free as it seemed to be?
(L5) That which compels us to acts in a certain way is in
part the pressure of environment and in part the suggestion
of our own past. OSometimes one is stronger, scmetimes the
other is stronger., But the root of the whole problem lies
in our mind. Its proper enltivation frees us largely from
both compulsions,
(46) The choice between right and wrong can only exist
where there is freedom of will to make it, Man is neither
responsible nor free, declares materialistic determinism,
If he is or becomes a criminal, envirenment is to blame,
heredity is to blame, society is to blame - but not he.
Spiritual determinism, karma, (recompense) does not divé
give him so wide a license to commit crime, It asserts
that he was and is in part the author of his omn character,
consequently of his own destiny.
(L7) Although it is quite true that much o the vaunted
free-will of man is quite illusory, it is equally true that
most of the events in his life which consequently seem so
predetermined, grow inescapablv out of the kind of moral
character and mental capacity which he possesses., They are
neither merely accidental nor wholly arbitrary, T Choice
and reaction, attitude and decision depend ultimately on
his peyhological make-up and influence the course of events
in a certain way. ¢ "Character is fate™ this is the
simplest statement of thegreatest truth, Where is freedom
for man when heredity, the history and state of his family
and race pre-arrange so many physical factors for him?
(L8) What is the use of fooling oneself with stirring
phrases about our freedom to mold life or with reso
sentences about our capacity to ¢#¥é€d create fortune? The
fact remains that karma (recompense) holds us in its grip,
that the past hems ns in all around and that the older we
grow the smaller becomes the area of what little freedom is
left. Let us certainly do all we can to shape the future
and amend the past but let us also be resigned to reflect-
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ive endurance of so much¥k that will come to us W”
with us, do what we may,
(49) If our independent choice is to play no part on the
stage of events then 1life becomes a more travesty.
(50) Out of his own nature and in conformity with the
universal plan, a stream of influences flows over him out
of the past and forces his acts and thoughts to take a
certain direction, He may believe that he is following this
“direction quite independently and freely. In this incapac-
ity to see how limited is his present freedom lies his subt-
lest illusion,
(51) The materialist doct rineof 'determinism® is a mixture
of truth and falsity, It rightly points to the way our
outer lives are determined by our outer circumstances and
events, It wrongly deprives us of the freedom to react as
we choose to those circumstances and events. It is quite
untrue where moral choice is concerned,
(52) The universal plan is eternally working itself out
under eternal laws which foree 21l entities unconsciously
to follow the direction they point out, Man is free to
30 this consciously but that is the real limit of his free-
om,
(53)There is a certain amount of destiny in each life as
the result of past Karma (recompense), but there is ¥
also an amount of # free will if it is exercised, Bvery
happening in our lives is not Karmic, for it may be created
by our present actions,
(54) Men fall into a fallacy when they fall into the belief
that by personal will alone they can direet the course of
their life, The fact is that they act in a certain way
quite often at the relentless compulsion of external and
internal forces which are not ineluded in their reckoning,
Their will is only partially free even when it seems wholly

free.
(55) If perfect freedom of the will is impossible, at least
that man is nearest to it who acts entirely from his inner-
most being, not from passional drive, emotional pressure ar
physical necessity, who is gunided by wisdom, not enslaved
by the ego's desires or the animals ignorance.
(56) Greek tragic drama shows how # evenb after event may
turn against a man at the bidding of a higher power —
destiny., It shows how little human will ean do to avert
catastrophe or avoid disaster when the universal will is set
in an opposite direction,
(57) Whoever imagines that all his actions are entirely the
result of his own personalfchoice, whoever suffers from the
illusion of possessing complete free will, is blinded and
infatuated with his ego, He does not see that at certain
times it was impessible for him to act in any other way
because there was no alternative, And such impossibility
rose because there is a law which arranges_circumstances or
?.ntmchmea a momentum according to an intelligible pattern.
Karma, evolution and the individnal's tr@d of thought are
the principal features of this pattemrn.
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(X1v)

(58) Only the foolish doctrinaire, who sticks his head
like an ostrich into the sand and refuses to see unpleasant
facts, will insist on aseribing everything to fate alone or
to self alone, :
(59) That the course of onr actions and decisions has been
unalterably fixed for us by an external power, is manifest-
an exaggeration. If it were really so, it would be
useless for prophets to preach their religion and for
hilosophers to teach their system,
](J ) K, S, Guthrie: "Plotimms' Philosophy": ™"His position
on free-will 1s almost exactly that of Kant, Virtue and
the motion of the soul in the intelligible realm are free;
but the soul's deeds in the world are part of the law of
continuity, Plotinus has no taste for the crude predecti-
nation of fatalism, and like immoral doctrines .., The soul
is, in respect to her three lowest faenlties, which belong
to the World Order, rigidly conditioned: yet in the higher
self is as free as self-existence can make it; and the
soul will therefore be free exactly according as to whether
she identifies herself with her higher or lower faculties,
Man is therefore a slave of fotrune, when his reason has
identified itself with his sense world, but free when his
reason has identified itself with his individual Neus,
turning all things to intellect.™ .
(1)Are we mere figures in a dream and therefore W
ourselves, or are we mere ruppets on a stage and therefore
playing with ourselves? If either of these be true then
it would seem that the valne of choosing right from wrong
seems discredited and the freedom to choose good from evil
becomes lost, If so, where is the need to carry out the
moral precepts of reiigion and philosophy? Why submit te
the disagreeable conditions which the Quest imposes upon
us if the very end of the Quest is worth no more than its
beginning? The answer is that these are half~truths, which
taken alone, dmngerously falsifv the whole truth, The
human being is not the victim of his own illusory living in
a world of utter make-believe, he is ultimately and in his
true selfhood a ray of the Yivine Mind - it is his thoughts
about himself that live in their own illusory world of
make-believe, but he himself lives in a world of truth and
realit-y’.
(62) It is a narrow view which holds that acceptance of
the doctrine of grace necessarily leads to rejection of
the doetrine of free will, Christians like Luther and
Augustine haveheld it, but not Christ himself. Tt dooms
the sinner to his sin, predestines frail humanity to error
and wrog—doing. The belief which wrongly denies human free
will ##¥¥ because it rightly affirms divine absoluteness,
denies human responsibility for wrong-déing and affronts
human dignity, Its moral re@ults in feeling and t

can on'ly mtflmw Mdependantl £ £
Bekidved it ¥ be deplorable w anyone ieelshthat he
cannot act freely or choose independently, when he
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(XIWelieves that he is a mere puppet 1led about b;r ?ogeg 4
outside his eontrol, he all-too-easily puts the blame for
his own sinfulness where it does not belong or, admitting
it, passes it on to God., He thinks he can do whatever he
pleases and not be personally resvonsible for its harmful
consequences upon others,

(63) A mistake in my published writing, has been the emphasis

_on man's possession of free-will, Id did this deliberately
- Yo counteract the common impression that Oriental mystical
teaching is associated with a paralyzing fatalism and a
futile inertia. Unfortunately, I overdid it. Consequently,
I gave the impression that the quantity of free-will we
possess is about equal to or even more than the quantity of
fate alloted to us., But, in their combination,the effects
of our past, the pattern of our particular nature and the
influence of our environment govern our immediate actions

very largely whilst the divine laws govern out ultimate

direction within the universe quite fully, In such a situa-
tion, personal freedom must actually be less than we usually

believe it to be. Again I have taught that no experience
could come to us which we had not earned by our karma, which
in turn was entirely the product of our free-will, But I
have since discovered that some experiences can come %o us

solely because we need them, not at all because we earn them,

This is an important difference, It increases the sphere of
personal fate and diminishe® the sphere of personal freedom,
— However, in self-justification T ought to point out three
things here about the kind of fatalism now put forward,
FIRST, it is not paralyzing but, on the contrary, inspiring.
For it tells Us that there is a divine plan for ng all and
that true freedom lies in willingly aceceptinglwith) that
infinitely wise and ultimately benevolent plan. SECONDLY,
it emphatically offers no grounds for inertia for it bids

us work with the plan -- not only to secure our own individu-

al Rapoiness but also to help secure the common welfare of
all, THIRDLY, it does not introduce anything arbitrary or
deﬂezo‘bic into God's will for us but retains the rule of in-
telligent purpose and restores f evolutionary meaning te the
general picture of our individual lives, If quite often the

free-will we imagine we are exercising does not exist outside

such imagination, this need make no difference to our prac-
tieal attitude towards life. It does not stop us getting
the best (in the philosophical sense) out of life, And it
only reassures us that in deserting the herd and taking to
the spiritual path, we are putting whatever freedom we do

possess to the most sensible use, Although T mist henceforth
correct the balance of my personal work and stress the inev-

itability of things, I know that in urging aspirants in the
past to liberate themselves from the lower nature the con-

¥ sciousness of their higher self and its lnowledge, I pointed
" to the only real freedomworth having and within reach, The
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; . (x1v)

(6 3)cat v
mass of ty exists in the deepest slavery, often
unconsciouslys " 517 ta;k of exercizing fraa—uiilowhilst

chains clank round its thought and feel
is unreal if not self-deceptive, N

(64) Thase who feel pity for a person who kills himself

" “feel rightly. But when this feeling is not balanced by

" ‘reason, it may degenerate into sentimentality. For the
suicide needs, like all other human beings subject to the
process of evolution, to develop the guality of strength and
to unfold the feeling of hope. Hls failure to do so leads
to this sed consequence. That some suicides occur from
other causes does not displace the truth of the general
statement that most of them occur from weakness and fear.
(65) If he mecepts the decree of destiny guietly and obed-
iently, if he is willing to pass, without rebellion and
without fizhting, out of this world when the ordained hour
arrives, he achieves that peace of mind which the prophei.
Vuhammed called "Islam" — & resignation to, and harmony
with, God. It is as far as detachment from the ego canm go
without losing the ego itself.
(66) The man who practises mediumship gains nothing spirit-

—.uvally by it, since even his noblest utterances do not become
part of him but merely flow as weter through a pipe. Even
after fifty years of such practice he gains only a means of
earning a livelihood.
(67) The disintegration and disappearance of thinge is in-
escapable part of their history if they are to come into
existence a2t all, Wature could not be formed by Geod on
any other basis than this. But it is followed by their
reappearnce.
(68) Any man who artfully hurst another in the end hurtis
himself. For he denies the principle of love in his rela-
tionships, & principle that is part of the higher laws set
for his development, and must pey the penalty of his denial.
(62) So far as the law of recompence serves to correct
fallible judgments and wrong conduct, it serves useful
moral and natiomal purposes. Yet it is not primarily a
moral or rationzl force. It is a neutral mirror which re-

~ flects back the imege of our own doings, so that by seeing

~  “their outward consequences we may come to appraise their
inward values.
(70) This lesson, that a man is not his body, will be learnt
in modern times through this reasoning intelligence as it
was learnt in former times through his believing feelings.
(71) The law of recompence bri=zs to man's thoughts and
deeds an equal and opposite reactiesn.
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(x1v)

(1) The uncounted millions who believe themselves unlucky,
havéygood deal of excuse when we consider the widespread

ignoranceof rebirth,
) Here is a doctrine which says that every aet returns
eventually to its source,
(3) The weapons which wound us today were forged by our
—_own selves yesterday,
gh; Fate bears our good and ill to us in her arms,
The law of consequences is ot primarily an ethical

(7) It is really a consequence of our ignorance of this
divine law of compensation,
(8) Here are facts which are vital to our conduct of life,
primal to our search for happiness, yet which he leave
ignored or, worse, deliberately sneered at, Karma is one
of them,
(9) When ethical restraints seem merely theoretic and
abstract, they also become unreal, They mist possess
sanctions, Karma (recompense) gives theis,
(10) If the teaching of karma (the law of recompense)imbues
men with the belief that it is not all the same whether they
behave well or il1; if it arouses their sense of moral res-

__ponsibilitys then none ean deny its practical value,

' (11) The moral fallacy which leads a man to think that he
can build his own happiness out, of the misery of other
men, ¢an be shattered only by a kmowledge of the truth of
ka rma(recompense),
(12) Fate throws many a man a rich prize which seems unearned
But apparent injustice is often mere illusion, Our memory
is so short that we no longer remember the earlier lives,
The Book of Today can only be properly read by the light
of forgotten yesterday,
(13) John Masefield: /A11Y that I rightly think or do,x

Make, or spoil, or bless,or blast,

Is curse or blessing Justly due

For sloth or effort in the mast,

My life's a statement of the sum

Of vice indulged, or overcome.

My road shall be the road T mde;
~ All that I gave shall be repaid,
1h) Without the belief that we have had former lives on
earch, it is hard to explain what has happened to us in this
rejent life,
?15 They assert that we may peer into futurity by the aid
of ppanets and the interpretation of zodiasal signs,
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XIV ime and thought have but fixed in my mind The WH="
g ;(:]J:ga)ls:nt but unascgpable notion that the major events of
a man's life are as pre-ordained for him as is the destin-
ation of a million different letters all posted on the same

c(lg??) The present comes to us out of the past and the future
is being made in the present, All three are linked to-
gether and a horoscope is simply their map, This is one of
~—~ the oldest ideas to be found in humen culture, this idea
that man's life is subject to a higher power, that he is gm
personally responsible to a higher law for his actions and
that he cannot esecape its retribution for wrong-doing or
its reward for righteousness, The Stoics of ancient Rome
had this idea and called it Fate, The Platonists of an-
clent Greece had it and called ## it Destiny, And ## the
Indians, mostly Buddhists and Hindus, had it and have it
and eall it Karma,
(18) He who discovers these moral trths and reveals them
to his benighted fellows, is not only their educator but
also their benefactor, ﬁ'or he saves those who heed him
from mich avoidable suffering,
(19) We should leave such terms as 'karma! to the jargon-
ridden theosophists and the exotic swami-missionaires of
Hinduism, It is a robust independence which finds its own
outlet in words for truths which are universal and not
eographical,

i 20? The modern struggle for existence is nothin- new, It
is the same sky and the same world of pre-historic times,
The scenes have been changed only in details; the actors
men and women, remain the same but they are now more exper-
ienced., Incessant struggle has ever been the lot of the
human race, - e

21) Millions of people accept tHé and hold certain beliefs
because they get comfort from them, not because they have
verified them and found them trme, They are treating emo-

tional pleasure as a better guide than rational udgment ,
(22) The more he becomes conscious of that thinlin himself
which links him with the World-Mind, the more he becomes
conscious of a higher power back of the world's life, a
supreme intelligence back of the world's destiny, It is
consequently back of his personal destiny too and bri
him what he really needs to fulfil the tre purpose of his
earthly existence. With this realization he becomes eontent
to surrender it to God's will, to abandon all anxiety for

-—the future, all brooding over the past, all agitation over

she present.,

(23) Therfa a justice in human affairs which only imperson-
" al eyes can see, only impartial minds can trace,

52}.5;; Karma is the king who rules this earth,

2
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(XIV) :
(25) If the doctrine did nothing more in its practgﬁ !
effects than inspire its believers with a sense of lifets
contimity and impress them with a warning of personal
responsibility for their fortunes, it would have done
enough,
(26]8The Karma of a man cannot be measured by the world's
vardsticks, Wisdom is worth a fortune at any time and
goodness is a solid protection, Those who live for the
immediate moment, the immediate enjoyment, may not verceive
this, but those who wait for the ult imate result, the
ultimate event, kmow its truth, Indeed, how else could it
be otherwise in a Universe where infinite intelligence and
infinite benevolence have made the laws which make the des-
t of mankind? _
(27)The Greeks of antiquity believed in three Fates (The
Moirai, or spinners): Three old women, sometimes thought
of as past, present, and future, or the holder of the dis-
taff, the one who pulls the thread of destiny and the one
who cuts it, The early Romans believed in the birth-fairy
who writes down the child's destiny when it is born,
(28) For 1long I fought desperately against the notion of

refuse to believe in reincarnation and karma, even though
they cannot explain God's justice without them, The truth
is that they are defective in intuition and dependent on
intellect and emotion, Byt emotion and intellect alone are
too limited as instruments for finding truth,
(30) oras: "Golden Verses':
thou & also that the woes of men are the
work of their own hands: . -
Miserable are they, because they see not and
hear not the good that is very nigh them; and
-~ The way of escape from evil, few there be that
understand it n o an
(31) Most of +n. great Pipires of history —- be they sreat
in var of thought, art op Industry — have Polt that some
Righer power than thety oW wes largely responstitle Mo the
upward are of their career, Rapoleon felt it md gai2: e 3
_ Teel mysel® drtven towant an and that T do not know, As
806 88 T ePeT B mgoete s 2%, as goon 29 ¥ hAT Hene
DOCUE \MHocossNY Ay ABom L andBT7 T SERPON Lo e,
(32) This tenet is not, offered as consolation to the afflict-
ed; indeed it would be a POOr panacea for them, It is
offered because we See no other that appears to possess its
truth, harsh though that be,
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(XIV)

(33) He mist try to bear up under the trials and suffer-
ings which come to him and apply to themthe 0ld philoso-
phic lesson of inner detachment as well as the faith that
. he can and mist rise above them in the end,
(3h) If there is any radical cure for personal misferies
and intellectnal confusions, it is philosophy.
(35) Let him place his trust in the universal laws and
turn his face towards the sun, 5
(36) He may resent -ani resist the law, but it requires
him ultimately to go forwatd alone =4
(37) an is forced, by 1ife,[in the end)fto undertake
resists, e neophyte in’phil-

osophy,for the sake of his own personal development,
anticipates them,accepts them and cooperates with them,
(33) Max Heindel teaches in Cosmo-Conception that not
till body is reduced to as .can reincamation take
place, This confirms mfé%geman in "Wisdom of the
Overself," /(& cdudz Yuo .
(39) The doctrine of reincarnation was believed and taught
from the early days of Christianity by the Gnostics,
They were a Christian sect which was vanquished by the
other sects which rose to power,
(L0) He may be disappointed becanse he is not more con-
seiously aware of being helped, The forms which spirit-
ual help takes may not always be easily recognizable be-
cause théy may not conform to his wishes and expectations,
Yoreover, the kind of help given in this mammer may require
a period of time to elapsebetween its entry on the sub-
conscious level to its manifestation on the conseious
level, This period varies in actual experience with dif-
ferentindividuals from a few days to a number of years,
Its exact duration is unpredictable because it is indiv-
idual in each case. God alone lmows what it is, but its
final eruption is sure, }
(L1)“Has the celebrated thinker, the Very Rev. Dr. W. R.
Inge, become an adherent of the Findu doctrine of the
reincamation? This is the question asked following his
confession in a London newspaper article in March, 19Lk
that he believes there is an "element of truth" in this
theory of personality common to the Indian masses and
mystics of all countries,
? Declaring that the error of Western civilization i#
crisis lies in a wrong idea of the human personality, he
'says that the truth expressed in the "most famous Tndian
poem" which says "Never the spirit was born; the spirit
shall cease to be never birthless and changeless and
deathless the spirit abideth for ever; death cannot touch
it at all, déath though the house of it seems",

This means, he says, that immortality is not a strin
with only one end which is difficult to believe. With
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: b + 4 ) )
the time series that which ix has fio end can haVe had no -
beginning. "The Indians and Greeks, both convinced of
survival and pre-existence, stand or fall together",

Dr. Inge considers the absence of memory no fatal objec-
tion or there may be unconscious memory. "Who taught the
chicken to get out of its egg? I camnot tell but there is
no mystery about all this",

__ Defending himself against the criticism that a dignitary

A of the Anglican Church has no business to dabble in such

“ "heathen beliefs", Dr. Inge declares that re-birth is not
alien to Christian thought and asserts that it is implied
in many texts,"

Coming from one of the intellectual leaders of the
English Church and a former Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral,
the foregoing admission is of outstanding historical
importance, The doctrine must now be considered worth
serious discussion by all Western edu-
cated persons and no longer left to a few queer dreamers
as something bizane (bizarre) and exotic. Its increasing
acceptance will also be a triumph over materialism,
Rebirth identifies a man more with his mind than with

his body. It thus accords perfectly with mentalism,

_1(112 ere is a’cert felicity about noring that there

Jexispg among us, havpWer outwardly inaccessible, men $o

\good}|so wise and trong, In{ysome mysterious way,

-~ _\theiftlrresence mst byrely bless us, ;

"+ (h3) When death is properly understood, and the immaterial-
ity of being is deeply felt, there will be no more mourn=
ful funerals. If the deceased has had a long and full
incarnation, his passing will be accepted philosophically.

The bereaved person faces the problem of adjusting him-

self to a new cycle of the outer life. During the transit:
jonal period he may feel lomely and uncertain of the
future. At such a time the inner meaning of both this
period and the coming cycle should be sought.

(44) Whatever we constantly concentrate on provides oneof
the factors in reincarnation. If we love a race or an
individual strongly encugh we shell socner or later necess
arily be drawn into their orbit when reincarnating. It

is equally true, however, that if we hate & race or an
{ndividuel strongly enough we shall have the same exper-
jence. Both love and hate are forms of concentrated

7~ thought. The nmature of concentration, whether 1t be that

~ of like or dislike, asttraction or repulsion, does not
alter its strength.
(45) It is his own, free and personal choice.
(48) Thethigher‘end of coming to earth is %o develop a
hizher consciousness.
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(X1IV) .

(33) P.S. Srinavachari:- "Karma is the immrabg law g
cause and effect and Tulfils itself by expiation. It is
rooted in eausality and leads to endless Samsara, Its neces-
sity and irresistibility ean never be completely overcome by
endeavor and experience. The ends of justice require the
apportioning of merit according to desert. Since human na-
ture is rooted in culpability and sin, there is absolutely no

b "ape of expiating for the past sins and preventing their re-

c

£rrence in the future, The ethical ideal carried to its
logical conclusion lands us in fatalism and despair., It fails
to afford us a sense of security against the evils of end-
less samsara., It breeds a sense of mpotence,umrtm,
and irredeemable sinfulness, But love is more than geic
at least in the divin@ plan, and God is Redeemer as well as
Law-giver," -
(34) Therelis a large and decided factor between the orighal
meaning of*'Karma and that which has come to be assigned to it
through the efflux of time. Once I rented a house in India
and had to take the then gardener into my employ with it,
After a few days he asked my secretary to approach me to give
him an increase in wages. As his former pay was by Westem
standards pitiably small T instantly agreed to grant an
increase. But as a student of human nature I took the oppor-
tunity to send for him and pretend that it could not be gran-

- ted, He blandly raised his eyes to the sky and mttered: "It

3 Karma to sit comfortably inside the house but mine te
ol f4E¥gHEIdHH fatipningly outside it in the grounds. If the
Lord had willed that you should give me an imcrease in wages
you would surely have done so, As it is, my karms is bad

and yonrs is good, There is nothing to be done but to ac-
cept it." He went back to his work, scraping the ground with
a shaped piece of wood gs his ancesters had seraped it two
thousand years earlier, I saw that piece of wood as a sym-
bol of the inertia and wmprogressiveness which the M#dd
misunderstanding of karma had stamped upon his character., For
whereas karma has come to mean that a man's life is pre-
destined and patterned for him a}athe way from conception
before birth to cremtion after déath, its original meaning
was simply that 2 man could not escape from the consequences
of his habitual thoughts and aets, It meant .that suecess or
failure in life lay largely in his own hands, that satisfac-
tion or sorrow #§¥¥ééd followed inevitably upon the heels of

“¥irtue or wrong-doing,

~ (84a) When & men has established himself in the Universal
self, in the awareness of its oneness, the series of earthly
reincarnations of his personal self comes to an end. Yor
himself, they would serve no further purpose.
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( I ) No man mey free himself from every form
of outward suffering but all men may free them-
selves from inward suffering.
( 2 ) Life is largely what we meke it by our
way of thinking about it. How important then
to premove error from the mind and to put truth
in its place ¢ How different would our for-
tunee be if we recognised this need and always
acted upon it !
( 3 ) If these experiences penetrate his con-
sciousness deeply enough, he may gstart looking
for knowledge or understanding or views of life
which will be more helpful to him and more ex-
planatory of them
( 4 ) When he becomes a philosopher, he will
become strong enough to bear his fate with sub-
mission, if he finds that he cannot or should
not modify it. Then neither grief nor dis-
tress, neither other people's evil doing nor
their evil speaking will force him into
emotional self-betrayal of the inner peace which
?as ?een won so hardly.
o Can we exercise any power over the
events pre-ordained by destiny ?
( 6 ) T™e same situation never recurs and
opportunity does not offer itself again in the
same way.
( 7 ) In the end, most of our misfortunes
rove to be our faults,
? & ) More than a hundred years ago the Swiss
Lavater drily observed that Man is free like
the ?é;%aig a cage, that he can move but only
1%

(xIv)

with estricted limits,

( 9 ) Suffering has always been a part of the
natural lot of human beings, along with joy.
This is because it has a useful purpose to
fulfil in humen development.

( 10 ) It is utterly beyond the power of man to
perform an act of completely free will. In
all situations he is presented with a limited
series of choices and he must aceept one of
them, reject the others,

( 11 ) Shakespeare. "There is a tide in the
affairs of men, Which, taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune, Omitted, all the voyage
of their life is bound in shallows and ih
miseries, We must teke the current when 1it
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serves, Or lose our ventures",

( 12 ) What he wills in his highest moments is

both a free act and a necessary act, In these

moments the conflict vanishes, the paradox

appears, In them alone the ego attains its

fullest power yet falls also into complete

powerlessness,

( 13 ) The results of such wrong thinking are
leinly visible around us.

14 ) Although the master may not directly
transmit the message or prompt the manifestation
he does exercise an influence which indirectly
causes this to happen and indicates the
direction in which it is to happen.

( 15 ) In the hour of opportunity, we act
according to the balance struck by our tempera-
ment and character, our nature and capacity,
our knowledge and desire.

( 16 ) I believe in love, not hate, as a motiv-
ating force for reform. At the same time, I
see karma et work, punishing the selfish and
the heartless and I know that it will inexor-
ably do its work whatever anyone says. God
never makes a mistake and this universe is run
on perfect laws. Unfortunately, suffering is
one of its chief instruments of evolution and
especially so where people will not learn from
intuition, reason and spiritual prophets.

( 17 ) For some errors we have to pay with the
misfortune of a few years. But for others we
have to pay with the misfortune of a lifetime.
An injury done to a Sage who incarnates com-
passion may easily, if not repented and amend-
ed, fall into the second class.

( 18 ) What seems a wholly evil event to one
man may seem a mixed good and evil event to
another. The first man may see only that it
brings affliction and distress. The second
may see that it not only does this but also
corrects error and checks weakness.

.i 19 ) Any attempt to develop prosperity un-

justly the cost of others, any attempt by a
strong 0 pppress a weaker is certain to lead

. to eventual disaster despite temporary gain.

( 20 ) There is peace behind the tumult, good-
ness behind the evil, happiness behind the
agony.
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(x1v) ( -
( 21 ) Predictions were not only?uﬁ but._

actually their very reverse happened, this was
because they were based on the false theory of
materielism on the one hand and the cyniecal
estimate of human nature resulting from it on
the other. \
( 22 ) It is quite poseible to trace the world's
troubles to any cause - from eating certain
food to the presence of a certain people -
which human fancy picks upon. For there is
nothing which is not in some way and however
remotely connected with some other thing. All
that is needed is some imaginative faculty and
some logical facility.

( 23 ) Life is governed by law. Human exper—
ience does not merely happen by chance any

more than universal movements.

( 24 ) While men are not yet ready for the con-
scious and deliberate development of their
spiritual life, they must submit to its une
conscious and compulsive development by the
foreces of Nature.

( 256 ) Nobody has been betrayed, either by God
or by life. We have contributed to, and in
some meesure earned, the tragic happenings of
our time.

( 26) Why is it tnat 2 man's own dreams have sometimes
made a correct forecast of coming events?

( 27) & wise suthor keeps & watch on his pen, to see
that it does not stray into the fascinating but futile
by-paths of insoluble conundrums.

(28) Responsibilities tend to gravitate to the shoulders
of those who can bear them best.

(29)It will be asked: Wy should the innocent suffer
because of the activities of wicked men? Their inno-
cence belongs to the resent; we do not lmow of their
past eigil deeds and misdeeds!

(30) “he man who is born with a silver spoon may have

~—— great talents but never use them. They may die with him,

because he never felt the spur of necessity. Insufficient
or moderate means may give a man incentive. The worse
the poverty the greater the incentive., This sounds a

hard gospel but for some men it is a t one
(“aﬁiy'l‘hagefrasdom we seem to have axisggelafgél‘f in name
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TS .,

(71 ) I do not believe in any other fate than that ’
produced by character., }en are where they are
because of what they are,

(32 ) The truth does not lie wholly with the Hindus, who
liken life to the illusions of dream, nor with the
Buddhists, who despise it as a burden and a misery,

- nor with the hedonists, who value it only for the

pleasures it yields., Surely the truth must contain
and reconcile all these points of view?

(33) It is a fact in many peoples lives that some of the
troubles which befall them have no origin in the
karma of former lives but belong solely to causes
started in the present life,

(3l ) Once a man really takes the law of conseguences to
heart, he will not willingly or lknowingly injure
another man, And this is so primarily because he
will not want to injure himself,

"I lean always to that aneient superstition (If it

is such, though drawm from a wise survey of human

affairsi which taught men to beware of unmiged

prosperity ...Can this hold? VAll God make me a

brilliant exception to the common order of his

dealings, which equalizes destinies? There's an

: o f reverse always arisine from success,'
S age whereln

Emerson's pen neatly turns out the truth about the
problem. I give it in its entirety because it _is %
th passing

S

LT Dl G O
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(%6) Destiny gives him hills of difficulty to climb be-
cause of its own impersonel balancing ectivity. But
if he is thus able to he demonstrates the superiority
of the Men over the inferiority of the Position.
Destiny befriends him.

(87) The painful elements in your destiny are the m:;ﬁ
* owmn defects. The evils in your conduct and character are mirr
ored forth by the troubles which happen to you
(28) Philosophy refuses to acquieece in 2 wrong or fool-
is deed merely becauce it has happened. Therfére it
cannot acquiesce in it even if and when the heappening
is ssserted to be God's will.
(29)Life in the flesh is a gift if we are u&ig'g it right-
ly but it becomes a curss if we are not. Every j,_
carnation should be used to help one get somewhat far-
ther in doing this job of achieving an Oversel{-inspired
existence.
(40) Schopenhauer is the suvreme pessimist. de began to
cryes a baby, end the grownjen put his plaints into
writing until he died!
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(XIV) ’_
(‘.l
( 52 )It was not blind fatalism but clear perception which

made Mary, Queen of Scots, say that h
e el y Bay er end was in her

(53) 1In karme we find a key to mangy puzzles of contem-
__“orary history. It is a doctrine which warns us that we

have preparad the cocoon of our present lot largely by
the thoughts and deeds spun out of ourselves, during bokh
bygone earth-lives and the present re-smbodiment. Now
the doctrine is as appliceble to the history of whole
peoples as to the history of single individuals. Its
corollary is that our characters and minds sre in travall
through the ages; &ome 2re old with the rich experience
of & hoary past but most are yopng, unwise and ungoverned.
Its lesson is that the changing tides of public fate and
pr vate fortune are not meaningless. On the contrary,
they invite our philosophical consideration so that we
may understand how neglected duties or positive wrong-
doing are the hidden roots of our troubles. Those who
understand the principle of karma aright, who do not mis-
undersband it as being an external independent fate but
as a force originally set in motiom by our actions,
understand also the sifnificant part played by suffering

—~__ in the lives of men. *t is educative rather then retri-
butive., Merited punishment is reslly a crude form of
education. Thoughtful men learn lessons from their sorr-
ows and resolve not to commit the same sin or the same
error & second time.
(54) Experiences teke on their different private mean-
ings in different men's minds. A public calamity may
confirm the religlous msn in his belief that God's hand
is behind history. But the sawme calamity may confirm
the atheistic men precisely the opposite in his belief.
£#%(55) 1If men ascribe to the overwhelming nature of
fate the miserable weakness of their own inertia, they
worsen their bad situation.
(58) When he accepts affliction as havigg somekx mess-
age in it which he must learn, he will be able to bear
it with dignity rather than with embitterment.

___ (87) 1If ome is to remain ever imperturbable in the face

" of sorrow and suffering, because they are lookedx

upon as spiritual education it must be equally good
sttitude for others asflfor ones . B
(58) Is it man himsell or is it some power alien to

him that fixes the destinies of his 1life?
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(68) Ouspensky's theory of eternal recurrence
is both true and false, We repeat ourselves
and our circumstances but always on a different
level, It is a spiral not a circle. An event
or a period in life corresponds to a previous
one but is not identical with 1t, The future
is analogous with the past but does not
duplicate it., The spiral does not bring you
back #o identically the same self or the same
work: it brings you to what corresponds to it
on a @ifferent level,

(69) An experience involving suffering may not
bear its lesson on its face =-- unless 1t has
repeated itself so many times that the lesson
is plain and clear, Although having a teachable
and receptive mind will elucidate it more
quickly, more often it 1s dark and obscure,
There 1is needed something or someone to draw
the line of connectlon between cause and effect.
That something can be only the intuition, but
how seldom 1s that active? That someone must
be a teacher or a book,

(70) We must learn to let go, to rencunce
voluntarily that which destiny 1s determined to
take away from us, Such an acceptance is the
only way to find peace and the only effective
path to lasting happiness, We must cease to
regard our individual possessions and relation-
ships as set for all time.

(71) When justice is done to a man for the
injuries he has done to others, when his wrong
actions end in suffering for himself, he may
begin to learn this truth -- that only the

Good 1s really able to triumph,

(72) Life and grief will teach a man through
harsh tragedy what reason and intuition would
teach him through tender pleading,

(73) Men are not left to depend %or guidance
only on what they learn by experience., W
What they believe by faith also guides them,
(74) It violates spiritual truth and denies
worldly experience to say that a man is free to
work evil without higher punishment and do wrong
without ultimate retribution.

(75) Let us not imgiine that we are merely
puppets bewltched ther and thither into
pleasure and pain by an unseen showman.
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(8.2 ) The serenity inside 2 mants mind,the i‘a!\#j --Xi..-Il
side his heart--these can contribute to his happiness
as mich as his material surroundings or his way o phys-
al living, 3
53 The young are too often impulsive, arrogant and re-
( ) bellious, The middle-agked, tempered i’:rv many more exper-
iences and taught by mich more reflection, are morepatient
— ler and resigned,
Only the sage perceives with deadly clarity how like
( 5¢ ) the dust blown hither and thither is the wearv labour of
their days; how frail are the timbers of the ships which
men send out, laden with their self-spun hopes and fears;
how dream-like ape their entire lives,

(55 ) €8 Some men zain more confidence in themselves with more
experience but others lose it,
(56 }ﬁ The future £x of any individual is partly forseeable

to the extent that his character, past history and his
capacities give a clue,

( 57) A complete knowledge of what men are ought to lead to
a complete foreknowledge of how they willact, But actual-

thereis always a margin of unpredictability,
>( 58 )&F) In ewery danger and in every trouble, he should turn
¢ thought and feeling to the higher self, No man can help
him so well,

(55 )48 It is a valusble exercise for himto find out just where

7 his own resvonsibility for his troubles begins, to separate
what is really an ontward projection of his inward defects
from what isg beine saddled upon himby an untraceable des-
tiny or a formidable environment,

( 6o )% Human instruments are used to cause suffering to others
and they do cause it ont of human viciousness, Both state-
ments are Corremt., They are complementary, not contradict-
ory as we may think, Destiny naturally looks around for a
vicious person when she wants to do harm, or a foolish one
-who can be led emotionally btk by the nose for a time, or
an impulsive one who may do in a moment what he regrets for
years, She will not waste time looking for ult ra-wiss and
nltra-good people when she wants to do harm.

( 61 Hﬁ'} The man who can live without troubles has yet to be
found but the man who canlive without worry about them may
be foudm wherever rhilospphy is found,

found

(.62 £3%) The horoscope is a map not only of the mresent redin-

# 7T camation, but also of the relation existing between the

b ego and the soul, Tt indicates what particular lessons
have to be leammed,

(e3 ) ﬁ Pre-natal tendencies from former births are the
p ry

controls of E® character; environment, is its
secondarv control,
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{ 64 }—%This is the refuge to which 1('18 m;t tu™ T wtemr——
- ' tronbled, this is the place of divine beatitude. ILet
him go into the silence; therehe will find the strength
conquer,
(es ) If he can attain this inner poise, no event can
bring him unhappiness, ne person can bring h
6e ) Human failure is the inevitable accompan t and
g €.7) Lhe tragic symbol of human weakness,
4 Our freedom to do this or that is always relative
and never absolute, )
( &8 Robert Briffault: "po notdY/ allow the foolishness
of the world to embitter vour heart, Do not attemnt to

(89 © human 1life is long enough to develop all the sides
of the human psyche to its rich flfillment. Reincamation
is the answer, and the bes answer,to this evolutionary
need,

(po )= The ordination of the universal life ¥ includes the
ordination of man's 1life,

C'ﬂ)um In evewr daneer an?d in every tronbile he shorid-tnrn
thought anc fed ine to the higher self. lic man can help
himso well,

(13‘) ) &) There are people whom, at a single glance and in a
single second, one feels one has lnown well before, With
them one may drop the conventional preliminaries, the
\ tedious cireumlocutory play of more words and further
eting as being unnecessary,
) Wﬁat a long series of earthly lives stretches all
the way from the savage to the saint} (73 )
( 1"_) (%) This idea of a destiny attendant on the liveso f men,
has impressed itself on the strongest and wises minds,
%’E) To the extent that he admits these events to be large-
v of his own making, these troubles as his own earning,

people or by regarding them as imposed arbitrarily by a
force mtside himself or, to that extent the way is open

for their correction,
E#)L&ﬂ’ How empty and unprofitable seem those hours Ziven over
to msing about the nast] Yet the result could be the very
contrary if the muser were to aporoach his mental activity
))in G% philosophic spirit,

Exp rience transforms itself subtly and slowly in
wisdom and character, 4 i

worst
heart
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(m)é Iy
I have borne allpnd am above all," Thus he had leam
a forced detachment, Although it cannot be a durable

one, some reserve willlremain,
(?'ga')(g The life to which we are predestined frompirth -
—/which means the major events of the life we actually
Exmirk expdrience = is like a house. We are free to
(78-b about within its walls but not outside them.
= ) The experience got from a single 1ifetime is too
short and thus too limited, to produce a fully developed

man,

(78-c) E3%) It is largely true that no man can help being what
he is or acting as he does., But it is not wholly true.

(78-a) €$8) The belief that we control our lives, is pleasant
and plausible but not gquite defensible.

(78-e) #%) The worst misfortune is not to experience it but to
misunderstand it,and consequently misinterpret it, When
it makes us worse in character than before, less in
faith than before, when it fills us with resentment
bitterness anger or hatred,it is we who are injured and
not merelvy onr fortunes, i

(78-£)E3B) When enongh vears have passed over the event and
it can be looked at in better perspective he may be able
to look at it a little less personally and less emotional-
ly. The result will be that he will understand it a little
more correctly and, to that extent, profit by its exper-
lence,

-)mThe modification of 's desti

78— : : a man’'s destiny calls for the

(78-¢ modification of his moral character and personality trends
as _essential pre-requisites,

('?B-h)@“) The education of self which is provided br exXperience
is an almost subconscions process,

(78-1)E3F) The working of a man's karma would never come to an
end if his egoism never camgto an end,
Vicious circle
when the sense
and core, is
too.

(78-jF¥8) Life offers us only

same kind, If we throw
blind handling, no one is to blame except ourselves when

it never recurs again, The same chance never a -
76-kpelfs If it is not used g i

2 single favorable chance of the
1t away, through bad judgment or

forn for this lifeting, - = Cowesr 1t is lost in that
The event or nerson sthe circumstance or condition whict

once caused him bitter pain or acute suffering,will become
faint and shadm ﬁ\rg_it!}___t.he passing of time,
“(XIV )It is not tne Hindus and Budc on

who believe that we hive many earthly lives
and not just onejquite a few wise Westerners

- have believed it too in the past, and more

own times, .
— _i———'— - - —— — —— '
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