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. 4 Tt is an ancient theory of mine that one can
Ny - / take the inventory of a man’s soul from his
o eyes. But before those of the Maharishee
> I hesitate, puzzled and baffled.

’

HE minutes creep by with unutterable

slowness. First they mount up to a
half-hour by the hermitage clock which hangs
ona wall ; this too passes by and becomes a
whole hour. Yet no-one in the hall seems to
stir ; certainly no one dares to speak. 1
reach a point of visual concentration where
1 haye forgotten the existence of all save this
silent figure on the couch. My offering of
fruits remains unregarded on the small
carved table which stands before him. .

My guide has given me no warning that his
master will receive me as 1 had been received
g by the Sage Who Never Speaks. It has come
upon me abruptly, this strange reception
characterized by complete indifference.

There is something in this man which holds
T my atiention as steel filings are held by a
magnet. [ cannot turn my gaze away from
him. My initial bewilderment, my per-
plexity at being totally ignored, slowly fade
away as this strange fascination begins to
grip me more firmly. But it is not till the
second hour of the uncommon scene that |
become aware of a silent, resistless change
which is taking place within my mind.

F

NE by one, the gquestions which 1 have
| 0 prepared in the train with such
meticulous accuracy drop away. For it
does not now seem to matter whether they
are asked or not, and it does not seem 1o
matter whether 1 solve the problems which
hawve hitherto troubled me. | know only that

- I a steady river of quietness seems to be Aowing
! near me, that a greal peaccis.pei 1
A winner reaches of my being, an

thought-tortured brain is beginning to arrive
at some rest.

How small seem those questions which 1
have asked myself with such frequency !
How petty grows the panorama of the lost
years ! I perceive with sudden clarity that the
intellect creates its own problems and then
makes itsell miserable trying to solve them.
This is indeed a novel concept to enter the
mind of onec who has hitherto placed such
high value upon inteilect.

1 surrender myself to the steadily deepening
sense of restfulness until two hours have
passed, The passage of time now provokes
no irritation, because 1 feel that the chains of

. mind-made problems are being broken and
thrown away. And then, little by little, a
fiew question takes the field of consciousness.

* Does this man, the Maharishee, emanate
the perfume of spiritual peace as the flower

p o

emanates fragrance from its petals?

DO not consider myselfl a competent

person to apprehend spirituality, but 1
have personal reactions to other people.
This dawning suspicion that the mysterious
peace which has arisen within me must be
attributed to the geographical sitnation in
which 1 am now placed, is my reaction to the
personality of the Maharishee, 1 begin to
wonder whether, by some radio-activity of
the soul, some unknown telepathic process,
the stillness which invades the troubled waters
of my own soul reajly comes from him. Yet
he remains completely impassive, completely
unaware of my very existence, it seems.

Comes the first ripple.  Someone
aplgroaches me and whispers in my ear:
“Did you not wish to question the
Maharishee 7

He may have lost patience, this quondam
guice of mine. More likely he imagines that
I, a restless European, have reached the limit
of mv own patience. Alas, my inguisitive
friend ! Truly I came here to guestion your
master, but now . .. [, who am at peace with
all the world and with myself, why should |
trouble my head with questions? 1 feel
that the ship of my soul is beginning to slip
its moorings : a wonderful sea waits to be
crossed ; yet you would draw me back to
the raisy port of this world, just when | am
aboul Lo start the great adventure !

ET the spell is broken. As if this
infelicitous intrusion is a signal, figures
rise from the floor and begin lo move about
the hall, voices float up to my hearing, and
—wonder of wonders !—the dark brown
eyes of the Maharishee flicker once or twice.

Then the head-tueasethe-face slowly
‘;iw“-l ,and Mﬂd‘tdﬂ'\dﬂﬂmﬁ __'HF.“": .
ew ﬁnmnems, and it has brougld me

into the ambit of its vision. For the first
time the sage’s mysierious gaze is directed
upon me. It is plain that he has now
awakened from his long trance.

The intruder, thinking perhaps that my
lack of response is a sign that L have not heard
him, tepeats his question aloud. But in those
lustrous eyes which are gently staring at me, |
read :nother question, albeit unspoken.

“Can it be—is it possible—that yvou are
still tormented with distracting doubts when
you kave now glimpsed the decp mental
peace which you—and all men—may attain?™

The peace overwhelms me. [ turn to the
guide and answer : “ No. There is nothing
1 care to ask now. A'nother time — ™

L -

% HE wise men of the West, our

scientists, are greatly honoured for
their cleverness. Yet they have confessed
that they can throw but little light upon the
hidden truth behind life. 1t is said that there

interviews an Indi@n Sage
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MY TOUR AMONG THE YOGIL.-"

By PAUL BRUNTON
(Author of *“A Search in Secret India”)

In view of the notable success of “A Search in Secret India”

(in its second thousand three days after publication), the

author, Paul Brunton, writer of the Book Causerie for the

“London Forum', on the invitation of the Editor gives an

outline of the causes and motives which led up to his
pilgrimage to India,

WITH this issue the Book Causerie appears under another sig-
nature ; for I am preparing to turn my face Eastward once
more and explore the less frequented haunts of the Himalayas
and China in quest of the faqueers, yogis, magicians and sages
whom white men seldom contact. I hope also to spend a period
of training in advanced meditation with the Maharishee, whose
mysterious personality is portrayed to some extent in my book.

In the pages of a magazine like this it is possible to express
oneself more freely upon occult subjects than could be done in
a work that was-written largely for the general reader. My-baok.
recondite “matters which are usuall fficult enough :o make

iZg ertiteless, there is some-

thing for the latter in its Pages aleo; Some new information which
has been drawn out of the faciturn Hps-of those reclusive men,

~_  the yogis. Su idents will probably realize Thart<-have been
compe 0 withhold from print certain items which would be
except in a speciali i

The roots of the story behind my book go back to boyhood,
when I found myself taking a keen interest in the subject of
Spiritualism. From the very first I quickly developed medium-
istic powers, particularly clairvoyance and clairaudience, and
thus obtained the best kind of proof of the existence of a psychic
world, ie. by first-hand personal experience, without resort to
paid mediums. After I had completely established the truth of
survival for myself, I turned to the study of Theosophy and
joined the Theosophical Society.

I am grateful for what I learned during this second phase ;
107




THE LONDON FUKuUm

ut after two years’ membership I resigned from the Society.
I felt that the adepts who had sponsored its foundation had now
withdrawn and left the Society to its own devices. But theo-
sophical study provided my first introduction to Oriental thought,
and set me off upon a line of investigation which has become more
fascinating still with the passage of time,

I moved among some of the occult groups and compared
their teachings for awhile. From time to time I came into
contact with advanced students of Indian, Burmese and Chinese
nationality, and they helped me to a clearer understanding of
their own doctrines.

I was fortunate enough to become a close friend of the Bhikkhu
Ananda Metteya, who was undoubtedly the first great authority
on Buddhism to step out of the cloistered retreat of an Eastern
monastery and come to Western shores. He taught me some-
thing of the inner side of his faith ; he initiated me into Buddhist
methods of meditation ; and he provided an unforgettable lesson
in ethics by the beauty of his own personality. He lived the
doctrine of love for all beings to its fullest extent: none was
exempt from the sweep of his compassion. Let me relate one
anecdote.

When he was living in the interior of Ceylon, he went out for
a walk one day. In the middle of his path he came across a
krait (this is a venomous and dangerous little snake), but the
Bhikkhu made no attempt to kill it with the sun umbrella he
was carrying : he greeted it instead with the words, “Good day,
brother krait I and then presently strolled away. I know that
Ananda possessed extraordinary yogic powers. He could in-
fluence animals to an amazing degree. He could take poisons
without injury, and on one occasion he took enough hemlock to
kill several men, yet suffered no inconvenience. He had
developed a breath control which enabled him at times to alter
the specific gravity of his body, so that while sitting in Yoga
posture he could rise a foot or two into the air and then float
gently down to the floor again a little distance from the spot
where he first sat. Our friendship endured until his death, and
the latter was in fit consonance with the whole tenor of his life,
because he sacrificed his body in an effort to extricate me from
a dangerous position—a secret I am now making public for the
first time. He too, stirred up anew my interest in the East.
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A South Indian Master

By PAUL BRUNTON

=TT 1s timely to supplement the de-

.scription of the Maharishee in
.ny book, A Search in Secret India,
as given in the concluding chapters,
because so many Western people
ask me for further details about
his life, personality and teaching.

This is a theme which pleases
my pen well, for with none other
of the adepts and yogis whom I
have encountered during my travels
in Africa and Asia have I been in
touch so long: eight years have
passed away since my first intrusion
into his divine presence.

The Maharishee does not fit easi-
ly into any ready-made classifica-
tion.” You may call him a sage, a
yogi, a recluse, a saint, a philoso-
pher, or what not, but I do not
think these terms describe him ac-
curately. For he is unique. And in
*hat uniqueness lies his special ap-
peal. When, in no distant period,

~ Western travellers will gaze medi-

tatively on his shrine and lightly
observe, “Ha, another Hindu
saint!” they will make a mistake.
The Maharishee is not Hindu, not
a saint, nor anything else so rigid.
He belongs to the universe, He is
a phenomenon in Nature.

You may understand this sage of
South India better when you under-
stand something of his life. Hence
I shall relate a few stories. When
he was a young man he spent some
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years in a pitch-dark cave hi_a up
on the lonely rocky hill of Arunach-
ala, near the small town of Tiru-
vannamalai. For three years he nev-
er spoke a word to anyone, for he
was enwrapped in the profoundest
meditations which drew his con-
sciousness into that inner world
over whose face there is thrown a
veil for ordinary men. For his food
he went down twice a week to the
town, carrying a begging bowl, but
very soon an old widow insisted on
becoming his supporter and on
fetching his food to his cave, so

Paul Brunton, whose
books on India’s true spir-
itual life have won wide
acclaim, sends to Inner
Culture readers this fas-
cinating account of his
great Hindu guru. Swami
Yogananda visited both
the Maharishee and Paul
Brunton during his recent
tour of India.
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that he was saved the trouble of the
journey.

The sage’s mother came to live
with him during the last six years
of her life and became his disciple.
On her death-bed, he placed his
right hand on her head and his left
“on her solar plexus and remained

1 that position for twelve hours.
When asked why he was doing so,
he answered: “Her spirit is al-
ready witnessing the scenes of the
past, and the tendencies toward the
material world are struggling with-
in her. I am lifting her spirit
steadily towards Nirvana, so that
she shall not have to reincarnate
again on earth, but attain everlast-
ing happiness.”

Miracles Not Goal

The Maharishee does not approve
of performing miracles because
that will increase one's vanity and
egoism. He says that they will
come of their own accord very of-
ten if one realizes the Self: in that
case it is the Higher Power which
~verforms them, not the personal.

ence he never displays one con-
sciously, but all the same they keep
on happening. Thus when his
mother's corpse had to be washed
previous to cremation, according to
Hindu customs, it was the height
of midsummer and no water was
available in sufficient quantity with-
out sending to a considerable dis-
tance. The sage quietly walked to
2 spot nearby and said, "Dig here!"”
His instructions were followed and
about two feet from the surface
water was found, and a well has
since been made there. Neverthe-

MAY, 1838

The Maharishee illus-
trates power in perfect re-
pose. Not once during his
hours of quiet sitting does
he betray the slightest
sign of impatience. Once
I asked him whether he
would not like to wisit
Madras City with me and
see a cinema, a telephone
and an electric tram, three
inventions he has never
yet seen. He replied, “I
find the universe within
me: why then do I need
to go to Madras?”

| a ==2

less, he says that the occult powers
are not the chief thing to gain; we
must find the kingdom of heaven
furst.

He has not left his hermitage for
forty years, even to visit the near-
est village. He welcomes everyone,
although always maintaining the re-
serve to be expected from one who
has surpassed all human attainment.
He enjoys perpetually the state
which all intelligent Yogis seek,
the state called samadhi or continu-
ous superconsciousness. Whereas
most Yogis have to enter into pro-
found trance in order to experience
this unique condition, the Maha-
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rishee has now this great good for-
tune without appearing in any way
abnormal and without the necessity
of entering external trance.

And now I shall report, in the
form of questions and answers, un-
published conversations I had with
him eight years ago and which I
have kept in a private diary.

“"Maharishee, do you teach that
we are born again and again until
we realize perfection?”

“What is it that is born? Not
the true Self. Once we are born
inta shat it is final. All others are
but fleeting incarnations of the
vasanar” (tendencies of feeling,
thought and action).

“"Many yoga postures are impos-
sible for a European to adopt. What
do you advise?”

"The best posture is to rest the
mind in the Self! However, if one
finds that sitting in a chair, or even
walking, is easiest for meditation,
that is the right posture for him.
But Hatha Yoga (body control) is
for beginners. Look for the Self
and you will not be concerned with
postures.”

“How is it that all the Vedas
(scriptures), the systems of occult-
ism and theoaoll:;h}r describe the
psychic words, the cosmogony of
the universe, et cetera, and you re-
main silent about them?" The Sage
replied, ""The main object or cen-
tral teaching of these systems is the
attainment of Supreme Spirit, the
divine reality. But as all sorts of
aspirants have to be reached and
appealed to, the beginners and the
advanced, the dull and the keen
alike, 2 graded cosmogony is given

Page €

which can be easily followed up to
a point even by the materialistic.
Thus, the spiritual world is shown
as giving birth to the mental world,
the latter to the astral, and this
again to the physical world. But
to the advanced aspirant who thirsts

for Absolute Reality, all this is un-

necessary; he has only to keep hi
mind fixed on the Self and he wili
have no need of studying what is
lower. If happiness is his real goal,
he will have ultimately to come
back from all these diversions with
astral experience and so on. It is
not true that one must travel
through these experiences in every
case; one gets what one seeks. The
meditation on the Self is the quick-
est, most direct route to realization,
as well as the easiest, whereas the
methods of occultism and theosophy
are roundabout and circuitous, ll:;ut
of course they arrive at the same
goal.”
Controlling the Mind

“But Maharishee, everyone com-
plains that the mind is fickle and
wandering. How to control it?"

“If you once direct your atten
tion to the question who is the in-
dividual to whom this fickleness oc-
curs, the tossing of the mind will
begin to cease. Keep up the ques-
tioning attitude. And of course
this can be done outside of medi-
tation during ordinary life.”

One day I went to the Sage and
told him that during meditation I
had found thoughts to die away and
stillness to reign within me. With-
in that stillness I became aware of
a tiny atom or point in my breast

INNER CULTURE
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The Maharishee does
not talk much with the
visitors who come to him.
Hours often pass by be-
fore he utters a word in
response. But when he
does indulge in the luxury
of a conversation with an
inquirer or spiritual aspir-
ant he usually adopts the
Socratic method. There is
probably no more power-
ful or effective method of
compelling a man to
think, to exercise his
own reason, instead of
repeating parrot-like
phrases, than this of
thrusting question after
question at him.

o

ipon which all my attention was
centered. 1 asked him if this was
the Self he talked about.
plied:

"Yes, that is the Self, but you
will have to go deeper still in or-
der to perfect your realization. Hold
on to it. Do not lose the current
by having the wrong idea, ‘I am
meditating on the Self.” At such
a point try to remember that you
are the Self, that this is your natu-
ral condition—not that you are prac-
tising meditation. Watch vigilant-

MAY, 1938

He re-

ly that you do not fall away from
that.”

On the journey home to Europe
after my first visit to India, I rested
at Colombo and later caught a
homeward-bound Orient liner from
Australia. The second evening out
to sea I swooned and fell on the
bed of the cabin. Within a few
hours a mild attack of the fever
which 1 had somehow kept at arm’s
length until then, was upon me.
Followed a troublous time. But
through it all, and through the in-
tense physical weakness caused by
Indian fever, as soon as my burn-
ing brain could shape a thought, a
Ficture appeared ever and again be-
ore my sight. It was the pleasant,
placid face of the Maharishee; the
close-cropped head with a few days
growth of beard upon the chin:
above all, his wonderful eyes that
shone with such brilliance beneath
a lofty brow, upon which rested
the lofty composure of a true phil-
osopher. This mysterious Maha-
rishee had touched something in my
nature which responded eagerly.
The image of his enigmatic face
constantly obtruded itself upon my
mind. At unexpected moments and
in incongruous places I found my-
self thinking of him. I formed the
impression that he was calmly but
powerfully radiating the subtle aura
of his personality into my own or-
bit. The sense of his actwal near-
ness to me was sometimes Overpow-
ering, so that my visual evidence of
his absence would prove unconvinc-
ing. It was an inexplicable phe-
nomenon, this awareness of another
being by my side.
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Visions of the Master

Thus, it came about, that some
deep change within me moved to
birth and finally found expression
until I could never wander from
the Way nor surrender myself to a
purely animal life without seeing
his enigmatic face as in the dis-
tance. At first the vision was so
ethereal, so unusual, that I turned
around with puzzled mind and won-
dered if 1 saw aright, or whether
I was merely the victim of some
visual auto-suggestion. The pas-
sage of time, however, established
the thing as a veridic experience,
for it also came at critical moments,
to offer tangible inspiration, a wis-
dom better than my own, and high-
er strength. So when, later in
France, Switzerland and Egypt, he
appeared quite clearly before me
and gave me messages at critical
periods, I thought that this was
enough to constitute discipleship.

But not so. The truth was nof
revealed to me until some time
later, when I lived on the Tibetan
border, among the Himalaya Moun-
tains, whither I had gone at his
telepathic request.

There, one day I found that the
picture of the Sage disappeared and
his true Spirit, his Self, entered
into me as though I were a spirit-
valist medium. Of course, at first
it did not remain permanently, but
left me soon. However, this ex-
perience repeated itself many times.
When I returned to his hermitage
and sat before him again, he told
me telepathically that this was the
true way to find the Master.

Page &

A Yogi friend who came down
from his secluded sanctuary in the
Himalayas near Almora, said to me
apropos of the Maharishee, after
his first meeting: “How like the
Himalayas he is! What richly
harmonious and yet dynamic Life-
silence! Yes, the Maharishee tow-

ers above us all, and has solved the=,

supreme secret; but like the va
peaks he can keep his silence well.”

"What,” I once asked the Ma-
harishee, “is the purpose of God
creating our universe ?"

Creation Helps Individuals

"God has no purpose for Him-
self,” he replied. *“There is a pur-
pose, however, for the individual
souls. For their sake He creates
this evolution in a universe. But
God has nothing to gain by it. He
just looks on, like the sun. But the
individuals evolve and benefit by it.
Those who say that God is trying

_to become self-conscious through

man, are ignorant.
fully conscious.”

Among his last words was a
warning: “Do not tell this path—
to everyone, but only to the fe
who manifest an anxiety to know
the Absolute Truth and an eager-
ness to find it. With others, be
silent.”

The Maharishee has now risen
rapidly to fame throughout South
India—a matter which makes not
the slightest difference to his per-
sonal modesty — and so this once
quiet hermitage under Arunachala,
the Hill of the Holy Beacon, has
become a noted place of pilgrim-

age.

He is already
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KNOW
THYSELF--

E are approaching the Maharishe:'s

: hermi We turn aside from

the road and move down a rough
path which brings us to a thick grove of
coconut and mango trees. We cross this
until the path suddenly comes to an abrupt
termination before an unlocked gate. The
driver descends, pushes the gate open, and
then drives us into a large unpaved courtyard.
I stretch my cramped limbs, descend to the
ground, and look around.

Twenty brown-and-black faces flash their
eyes upon us. Their owners are sguatting in
half-circles on a red-tiled floor. They are
grouped at a respectful distance from thc
corner which lies farthest to the right hand
of the door. Apparently everyone has been
facing this corner just prior to our entry.
I glance there for a moment and perceive a
seated figure upon a long white divan, but it
suffices to tell me that here indeed is the
Maharishee.

_My guide approaches the divan, prostrates
hlmsel?ud;;mne on the floor, and buries his
eyes under folded hands.

The divan is but a few paces away from a
broad high window in the end wall. The light
falls clearly upon the Maharishee and I can
take in every detail of his profile, for he is
scated gazing rigidly through the window ia
the precise direction whence we have come
.his morning. His head does not move, so.
thinking o ¢atch %+ eve and

offer the [ruis, LWWMM
window, place the gift before him, and retreat
a pace or two,
" SMALL brass brazier stands before
A his couch., It is filled with burning
varcoal, and a pleasant odour tells me that
sgme aromatic powder has been thrown on
“the glowing embers. Close by is an incense
burner filled with joss sticks. Threads of
‘bluish grey smoke arise and float in the air,
but the pungent perfume is quite different.
1 fold a thin cotton blanket upon the floor
and sit down, gazing expectantly at the silent
figure in such a rigid attitude upon the
couch. The Maharishee’s body is almost
nude, except for a thin narrow loin-cloth,
but that is common enough in these parts.
His skin is slightly copper-coloured, yet
quite fair in comparison with that of the
average South Indian. I judge him to be a
tall man; his age somewhat in the carly
fifties. His head, which is covered with
closely cropped grey hair, is well formed.
fhe high and broad expanse of forchead

12

s R ‘which
greel hinl s “o1 bamboo matting.
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® The Maharishee, the subject of this article
passed away this year. Dr. Paul Brunton wrote.
this special Introduction when he heard of the
death of his beloved teacher:—
@One night in spring this year, at the very
rHement that a flaring starry body flashed
across the sky and hovered over the Hill of tha
Holy Beacon, there passed out of his aged body
the spirit of the dying Maharishee. He was the
cae Indian mystic who inspired me most, the
ane yogi whom | revered most, and his power
was such that both ™ Governor-General ond
ragged coolie sat together at his feet with the
feeling that they were in a divine presence.
Séveral factors combined to keep Us opart
during. these post ten years, but the inner
telepathic contact ond close spiritual affinity
between us remained—and remains—vivid and
unbroken. Last yeor he sent me this final
message through ‘a visiting friend : *" When
heart speaks to heart, what is there to say 1

and KNOW TR UTH

gives intellectual distinction to his personality.
His features are more European than Indian.
Such is my first impression.

The couch is covered with white cushions
and the Maharishee's feet rest upon a
magnificently marked tiger skin.

Pin-drop silence prevails thoroughout the
long hal. The sage remains perfectly still,
motionless, quite undisturbed at our arrival.

SWARTHY disciple sits on the foor
at the other side of the divan. He

breaks into the u&:;;x%_by_%gi‘ng to pull
ﬂ'ﬁf‘ﬁ E "a punkah-fan -m';ﬂc
The fan 1s fixed 1o a
wooden beam and suspended immediately
above the sage's head. [ listen to its rhythmic
purring, the while I look full into the eyes of
the seated figure in the hope of catching his
notice. They are dark brown, medium-sized
and wide open.

If he is aware of my presence, he betrays
no hint, gives no sign. His body is super-
naturally quiet, as steady as a statue. Nol
once does he catch my gaze, for his eyes
continue to look into remote space, and
infinitely remote it scems. | find this scene
strangely reminiscent. Where have 1 seen its
tke? 1 rummage through the portrait-
aallery of memory and find the picture of the
3age Who Never Speaks, that recluse whom |
isited in his isolated cottage near Madras,
that man whose body seemed cut from stonc,
Jo motionless it was. There is a curious
similarity in this unfamiliar stillness of body
vshich 1 now behold in the Maharishee.

PAUL BRUNTON







are some in your land who can give what
our Western sages fail to reveal. Is this so?
Can you assist me to experience enlighten-
ment? Or is the search itself a mere
delusion ? ™

I have now reached my conversational
objective and decide to await the Maharishee’s
response. He continues to stare thoughtfully
at me. Perhaps he is pondering over my
questions. Ten minutes pass in silence.

At last his lips open andhesa?ssmtiy:

“Yousay I: ‘I want to know.” Tell me,
who is this I?"

What does he mean? He has now cut
across the services of the interpreter and
speaks direct to me in English. Bewildermant
creeps across my brain.

*“I am afraid 1 do not understand your
question,” 1 reply blankly.

“Is it not clear ? Think again ! ™

I puzzle over his words once more. An
idea suddenly flashes into my head. |
point a finger towards mysell and mention
my name.

* And do you know him? "

“All my life !™ 1 smile back at him.

; Bul that is only your body ! Again |
ask : ‘ Who are you?"™ ™

I cannot find a ready answer to this
extraordinary query. The Maharishee con-
tinues :

“ Know first that 1 and then you shall
know the truth.”

Y mind hazes again. [ am deeply

puzzled. This bewilderment finds

verbal expression. But the Maharishee has

evidently reached the limit of his English,

for he turns to the interpreter and the answer
is slowly translated to me :

*“ There is only one thing to be done.
Look into your own self. Do this in the
right way and you shall find the answer to all
vour problems.”

It is a strange rejoinder. But I ask him :

r Wha1 must one do ? What method can |
pllHlIL o

Through deep reflection on the nature of
one’s self and through constant meditation,
the light can be found.”

* | have frequently given mysell up lo
meditation upon the truth, but I see no sign
of progrcss.

* How do you know that no progress h.asq
been made ? It is not easy to perceive one S|
progress in the spiritual realm.”

*Can a master help a man to look into
his own self in the way you suggest?"

“ He can give a man all that he needs fol
this quest. Such a thmg can be perceived

lhrough personal experience.”
‘How long will it take to get so
enlightenment with a master’s help? "

“1t all depends on the maturity of th
seeker’s mind—the gunpowder catches fi
in an instant, while much time is needed to
set fire to the coal”

et S

The NEW

Books

MUSIC : ITS SECRET !NFLUENCE THROUGH
OUT THE AGES, by Cyril Scott. Rider. 9/6d

Music, the most qmpmucll of the arts, employing
an idiom which is apparently unrelated to v:ﬂ.ul orm
and to phenomenal experience, can easily be umﬁm
as having an occult influence | and especially. perhaj

its medium consmk of a mathematicall r

related system of vibrations. The emotional effect of
music can be crude or subtle ; but Mr, Scoit, noted
composer and occultist, here traces the csoteric influ-
ence of certain greal composers upon the moral,
aesthetic and even scientific developments of their own
and subsequent times, Beethoven, says the author,
paved the way for psycho-analysis, Cesar Franck was
the bridge between the humans and the Devas. Many
will applaud, but probably more will resent, his state-
ment Ih.nl Jarz was **put through '™ by the " Dark
Forces.” This is fascinating reading for music-lover
and Occult student alike.

THE DEAD COMPANIONS. Pachic Press. 8/6d
TELEPATHY AND THE SUBCONSUIOUS,
Privately, 1/9d. post free. By Alan Howsrave-Graham.
These two works by the same author huve appeared
almost simultancously, Taking the booklet first, this
is @ vigorous challenge, wp ried by evidence, to the
claim that much so-called e vidence of spiril comimunica-
tion can be exp!amed by tele pathy between medium und
sitter, or by the ** hyper-suggestinility ™ of the medium,
Major Howgrave-Graham has been contributing 1o
psychic press for a good many years, but The Doud
C'wn;nmlmn is his first major publication. An agnostic
in religions matters from his late teens, and contempi-
dously sceptical of Spiritualism, he was later faced with
personal evidence for survival after death which left
him no escape ;: and with characteristic cmphasis he
challenges the reader, on this amnd on much other
evidence cited, to escape from the same conclusion,
numely that the messages in question did in fact come

-1...-‘.u'm jscarnate persons.

SPIRNTUAL TRUTH FOR THE YOUNG by
Charles Palmer. (Two Waorlds, 7/6). Considening that
the organized “rellswu:," Spiriwalist  Movement
conducts **L: ms" lor children, there are not too

many books in which Spiritualist facts and ﬁhlﬁo«a hy
are presented specially for young minds, and therelore
Mr. Pélmer’s book will no doubt be welcomed. One
must question the wisdom, however, of stating, as
simple facts, matters concerning which there is no
unity of opinion among Spiritualisis. Secing that
Spiritualism claims to be a religion based on facts, it
seems to be a mistaken policy to ask children to aceept
certain disputable things on faith,

PSYCHIC PITFALLS, by Shaw Desmond. Rider, 15/-
There are undoubtedly many pitfalls in. he path of
psychic investigation—the problem before the reader

15 to decide whether Mr., Desmond is the best pilot to

steer one safely through them. The trouble with

Shaw Desmond is that he umlmuu]l.y mukes statements

1o whp::h one wishes to ery out : ** How do you know ?

And it is not casy Lo find a mnl’.«:{.»r:r answer. To take

one example : *The apml» see everywhere with their

‘infra-red” eyes . . . Do they ? Perhaps they do,

But it is doubtful whether anyone on earth really knows.

And how many physical mediums would allow FOu Tqx

put a ju-fitsu “lock™ on them during « seance 7

75 VEGETARIAN Savoumies, by lvan Baker. The
Vegetarian Society, 1/-.

An altractive-looking batch of recipes for those who
follow the meatless path—and, indeed. for the car-
nivores who find their meat ration meagre. It might
even convert some of those who lean towards, but have
not_yet embmcl:d the vegetarian principle.
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I % prompted to these thoughts by receipt of a compact volume of
43 ges which fairly bristles with statements that rouse my argumenta-
lties. It is entitled Communication With The Spirit World
Macoy Publishing Co. $3,) and the author is Johannes Greber, an ex-priest
of the Roman Catholic Church in Germany.

He begins by asking “‘Is there for man a conscious existence after
death ?"* After narrating his personal experiences of spirit manifestations,
mediums and séances, he gives an emphatic answer in the affirmative. No
one who has thoroughly investigated the phenomena of occultism is
likely to dispute that answer. But when Herr Greber commences to stray
aside to other problems, I am forced to leave his company. He has re-
ceived numerous- messages from the spirits on theological, religious and
philosophical questions. An example of the sort of thing which irritates
is contained in the first message. He asks for an explanation of the nature
of God. The spirit replies, ‘‘That is something which I cannot explain to
you, any more than I can explain the cause of the Divine existence.’
Having given this sensible answer, our spirit soon forgets himself, and enters
into a three-page description of God’s powers, faculties, etc., including a
categorical assertion that “‘God possesses shape and personality’’,

The real worth of this book lies in the autobiographical portion, where
the author tells a highly detailed story of his psychic experiences. He
wag invited to attend a private séance in 1923, and accepted after much

ation. The medium was a poorly educated boy apprentice, and the
room was brightly lit, an unusual feature in these meetings. The boy
ocn became entranced, and the spirit control addressed the author * “Y ou
bave with you a written list of questions you want to put.”” This was
quite correct, and soon came a series of strange incidents and verified
prophecies which extended over many séances, and which gradually com-
pleted the conversion of the Reverend Greber into plain Herr Greber. He
gave up twenty-five years service in the priesthood in order to become a
spiritualist. He writes the account of his psychic experiences with
passionate sincerity.

From this atmosphere of the séance room we rise into realms theo-
sophical and truly occult with Dr. de Purucker’s latest book. How helpful

el el 0 Ridar £ ine one
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in theosophical and occult literature. From Absolute, Ad
Buddhi . . . down to Yogin, Yuga, Zodiac, these pages cover
field of inquiry that their usefulness to the serious student is indi
If the definitions are inevitably tinctured by the doctrines of that sehool
Theosophic thought which the anthor heads so illustriously, they are,
nevertheless, written so as to invite the attention and respect of readers
who may demur to certain points. The book deserves a cordial welcome,
Under the guise of an autobiographical novel, The Pendulum of Fate
(C. W. Daniel & Co., 55.), Mr. Robert Alexander presents some weird
visions of other worlds and other times. The narrator takes a walk on
Hampstead Heath, only to di
confines of normal existence.

Some interior facutty of se seership suclclenly)

‘buildings, meadows and people of Mars,

mer than Europeans, and had light olive
complexions’’. Following this he inspects one of the moons of Saturn and
then Ganymede, largest of Jupiter’s satellites.

The Ganymedans are far ahead of us in scientific discovery. Pneu-
matically propelled trains travel underground at incredible speeds. Ships
move over the seas by the aid of a mysterious force which would seem to
be purely psychical.

The writer’s psychic visions take on a new orientation when, saunterins
in Cheapside, he unexpectedly sees ancient London resurrected for
pleasure. He hears the tramp of Roman legions, the clatter of tmeir
chariots. Still further back in time he perceives the prehistoric land of
Atlantis. The Atlanteans were cruel and oppressive; this eventually
brought their downfall.

Finally he peers into the future: three fiery aerolites fall upon London ;
Australia begins to sink into the sea; great icebergs patrol the Atlantic
and destroy liner after liner; England is swept by destructive cyclones ;
Tibet quivers like a jelly ; monstrous tides rush around the globe and
millions perish. With vivid pen Mr. Alexander writes the last pages—a

- graphic account of London in the grip of an eruption of lava, burning ash
and roaring geysers. The modern Babylon is destrnyed and blmd)
materialism, re t selfishness and hollow pride r ems.’/
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"THE BHAGAVAD GITA EXPLAINED"”

HAS BEEN ACCLAIMED BY BOTH READERS
AND REVIEWERS ALIKE

SAYS ...PAUL BRUNTON. Famous Author on
Spiritual and Occult Subjects:—

—. Prof. Wood has set himself to do what previous trans-
lators have not done. He has given his readers a mod-
ern, rational rendering, yet none the less faithfully cor-
rect one. He has transmitted the inner spirit and the
idiomatic form of the Sanskrit original.”

SAYS...DR. RADHAKRISHNAN, Vice President of the
Republic of India, Former Professor of Religion and
Ethics, Oxford University, and World Recognized Au-
thority on Sanskrit:—
“Prof. Ernest Wood has made a deep study of the Indian
classics, philosophical and religious, and more than
~— that he has got into the Spirit of Indian Wisdom . . .
" His fresh 'rendering of The Bhagavad Gita in English
and his running commentary on the verses have the
contemporary man's interests in view . . THIS TRANS-
LATION HAS A POINT OF VIEW FRESH AND INTER-
ESTING THROUGHOUT".




Now...Prof. ERNEST WOOD'S New Book
THE BHAGAVAD GITA EXPLAINED

This work is a Literal translation of the Great Book
of the science of life of the East. It provides the neces-
sary explanations for every verse of Sanskrit teaching
in “"The Bhagavad Gita”. It also helps the more ad-
vanced student to find new viewpoints and new infor- ;
mation. ‘ &

-

Prof. Wood has been a Sanskrit scholar for 50 years
and a teacher in India for 38 years. He is an intimate
of Yogis and spiritual teachers. Also, he has publish-
ed more than twenty volumes, many of which have
been translated into several languages and have won
great respect for their dependable authoritativeness.

231 PAGES — ONLY $1.50
Printed On Enameled Paper
With Nlustrations and Diagrams

Please send me...............copies of “"THE BHAGAVAD GITA EXPLAINED"
NAME ...... e e “:
ADDRESS s '

This book may be obtained from:

The Occult Book Center, 3149 N. Racine Ave.. Chicage 13, IlL
New Century Book Shop, 1159 W, Olympic Blvd.. Los Angeies 15, Cal.
The Gotham Book Mart, 41 West 47th St. New York, N.Y.
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PITHAPURAM

l}A Character Sketch of the l.aadnr'
. of the New People’s Party of
Madras,]

By PauL Bnmnw .

(best known in Tndia by his 4 Search
in.Secret India, now 11:1 its seventh
impression. )

With his entry into the political
arema more  prominently as the
founder of the People’s Party, the
Maharaja Saheb has inevitably,
drawn upon himself the attention of
nany eyes  in the southern presi-
dency. * And because I fear that
'he usual misunderstandings  will
come to his lot, I have ventured to
write this article,

1 hope I shall not be misunder-
stood. I have the pleasure of
knowing Indians who are firebrand
Cangressites and Europeans who are
obstinate die-hards and Liberals who
balance themselves between both
these attitudes. Personally 1 am no
political propagandist. take an
§ independent and detached view of
politics, and aapeually
politics. ~ This ' has been pomihle
only because of a unifying tie

o o Sl political ‘Jdese
he building

Thete is room in publie life for
men who sincerely seek to serve India
no less than for those whose chief

nothing more. Fools and pnhﬁe'uns
yesrn for f wise men spurn it;
but a few :::'pl it as the inevitable
resultant of their efforts to leave their

may yet meet on a common spiritual
platform, I have sought to help in.
_of such a platform,

mmm
_ the Pwple’s party, whatever the

merits or demerits of its pro

indubitably ‘as a ‘matter of 8¢
duty with the sole ser-
ving the best interests of our Ty,

to usehifsounwurd; Such
coming from other lips, might carry
little more value than their sound ;
but coming from the Maharaja of

Pithapuram they are certain to have
been well-weighed and deeply meant.
PERFORM&NCE AND NOT
PROMISE

I know him well | to know
that he carefully  consi such

statements before making them, be-
cause he fully intends to make per-
formance, and not p the basis
of I;::opohtimlmm He will
not knowingly yﬂ:mguhlly;‘
to the electorate, unless he is reason=
ably certain ofcnfym.ghmt in

| of over
pru em:e in this connection, and sac-
rifices potential votes to over-scru-
pulous honesty.

The Maharaja Saheb is a realist
and will not play like a child with
fantastic dreams impossible of reali-
zation. He wants to do whatever
he sees in his mind can really be
done, and not pretend that India can

be changed by glowing phrases and

' _i:urlmﬂu.
o e

hatred in the modern world, engen-
dered generally by political, econo-
mic, caste and national stri 18

With grave
concern. He feels that his work
is not to take the easy path of des-

‘troying and attacking defective insti-

tutions, but to build and create, to
adopt an attitude which shall- bhe

and helpful.. Hel&olsjlg
very strongly the in tin eals
which are Enr needeﬂl{ﬁ:f suﬂlm is
prepared to*wprk with all castes and
communities, with Blrlmmns and
non-Brahmans, Britis} well  a:

Indians, poor as well' as rich.




GOODWILL AND UNDER-

view, I am sure.
[n an age of shouting politicians and
raging revolutionaries, he pursues his
calm sedate way, working

| for the things that are within India’s
reach now. © He does not regard
blind to their

many do, nor is he

‘voice is soft, his

the British as a race of devils, as so oh

- .;II Hi"
manner modest, his
movements quiet, yet.withal he is a
lity. _A.man - of

middle height and. ki 7 besring
dc&:cia. He sees thalt LhE way of age when f
orderly  constitutional effort to’ perience been ascertained and
|secure more from their hands IOIM
1 India l:hs no less entitled to cfr.msider-' T AR T
ation than-the noisier ways of others. 1A% * broad religious views
I do not think he is satisfied with the = d m undﬂg::!;gng of a
Evres rins, 58 ¥ doubt-whether /B T8 FCL 0 and avows himself
any thinking Indian can be. But a keen admirer of the illustrious
be does not propose to squat like a Rajs un Roy. He draws
/ sulky child outside the council cham. | much inspiration from the life and
i whilat_others pass laws which | jdeas of that famous pioneer  of
affect the lives of his fellow-men, [ India’s awakening. ;
nor. does he propose to rush inside | His interest in the cause of culture
like a rampaging bear and destroy  has been very definiic. .. Every one
what has been won with so much | of the 1,800 students at the Pithapur
effort, so much sacrifice.  His at- Raja’s College in Coconada is indir-
tude is to make the utmost possible ' ectly indebted to him for the muni-
use of the present Reforms, whilst ficent help which has been given to
keeping in view, and calmly work- this first grade institution in. the, way
jng for, a further instalment of of new buildings, financial endow-
Wﬁ ments and ld:l"'l?ﬂhipﬁ' }lh e
-~ T'would like to point to an ancient made it possible for an encyclo
‘truth 5 Character mmm aIlNm:.l:mg'mt Telugu lexicon to be pt.ep‘ng'iﬂ;
wrong can happen to a country when for rare or ancient Telugu books o
it places men of sterling  character merit to be published.<" . |
at its head, nething - but good can I have seen at Cﬁﬂﬂ{ﬂd‘ the finest
come of such an act. If the man orphanage in South India, where poor
at the head of a party is honest, un- boys and girls receive a home and
fish, noble-minded ' and balanced,  cducation—another fruit of the

then we may expect political fruits
in dccordance.  Such a man exists
in the subject of this article. These
qualities of soul must inevitably and

ul!_l_mq_tly materialize  into tangible
Ofe of The Jangers which sdoir.
tedly exists in India as in many other

Wﬂo is that the arrival of poli-
ical power into hands unaccustored

wielding it may easily lead 10
zpd&m and e?n corruption, the
temptations to place ties
and personal relati ps  before
blic interest are strong and _only
uttinz men of the hishest integ.

nE mern

Maharaja’s generosity.  Finally it
is woﬂi]; mentioning that he was
the prime mover in an attempt to get
the Madras Legislative Cqu_nml 10
provide for the care of ailing,
and disabled destitutes.
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mdagafaiﬁhan"f
called zamindars. “Well, “may
be 50, but on the other they

Anyway, 1 l:now ‘one  zamindar
who most definitely and assuredly is
not but who, on the contrary, 15
spiritually nch

That man is the Mahara]a
Pithapuram. e
| Underneath the robes of eduuhon
‘" and the cap {;f calnvengon, human

iliers far less than persons

- wide experience generally
No single class—whether
ing men or aristocrals—can
claim to have the sole monopoly of |
faith in God. Nor does Truth
favour ¢ : she reveals herself
to. the -_awj;h complete indiffer-
ence tg Ihm'!la,:uu or their posses-

of

thes ocratic days it is
faahmn in certain circles to  talk
cither with disparaging sneers  or
bated envious breath of-one  who
helungs ‘to the higher ranks of so-
ciety. Such persons never dream
that the subject of their remarks is
las as they are and therefore

oubles and hial : |
‘without e:capﬁl:; whuh asell;

A MAN OF Humiuz FAITH IN

The skeleton Gf ﬂllﬂ' in
mrr i'amlly (‘.'up]:oud' be it m of-|
hﬁ commoner. The tales of
wce w I have head from the lips
of poor labourers %ﬂlﬂr precise
wmﬂmm the tales of woe which
I hm from the hpg of not ‘
few royalities. The co
the trenches during the w

for democrncy ﬂmn dozen,

[ |--."\ﬁ

ideals. In fwt his genial ace is

Ii:‘:qmtly wlr:;?thed mfmmleu and
eyes often u;ry

huflfmmuu twui:]' 3 A
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CIVILISATION

THE

THE PAGEANT

AGES
OF THE EAST

By MR. PAUL BRUNTON

THE STORY OF CIVILIZATION: OUR ORIENTAL HBRITAGE;

B-, ‘Will Durant. (New York: Slmnnand Schuster. 35.1..;,..,
-—-gtartling fresh

He prepared himself for wntmg
this first volume alone by twice
journeying through the Near and
Far East to examine at first hand
the existing remains of their an-
czgnt civilizations, as well as the
condition of their modern ones.
Seven years' solid research work,
involving the reading of some
five hundred books by famed
specialists, has likewise been dis-
ﬂlléd down into a thousand pages
for the benefit of those who have
to do their own reading in a hurry.
«as alas! so many of us have. The
resulting volume stands, and will
ever stand, as a monument to his
own wide leannng and noble cul-
ture. It will become a classie, with-
_out doubt

Let us take a rapid stride across
the centuries and through the chief
contents of The Story of Civilization,
which -is so weighty. that it tives
hand to': it, Durant opens by ;ple—-
turi.ng '-he;i.nninga of soeial and

ence upon this planet.
I-Ie goes on to analyse the economic,
mental ‘and moral elements which
condition the organisation of human
beings into societies. And then the
story itself begins to unfold its pic-
turesque detail in Sumeria, the mid-
Asiatic country which once had its
habitat in Irag, which no map marks
to-day but which has lefta scattered
legacy throughout the East. 3

Durant does for this vanished em-
pire what he does for every other
country which the book covers—he
describes its culture, trade, people,
government, science, religion, law,:
art and literature, and gives
succinct summary of
tory. He writes with commen-!
dable clanty and makes the cobwebbed

past live anew. before our eyes with Will nevertheless justify itself durmg

that the W were templu of
! spiritual tiation. The neqeasiqr nf
its h]s- evolving a psychic method

curious and httle knnwn have
been mingled into the story. ;

The Sumerianswallowed a hlﬁbqndl
whose, wife had committed idn
to plaée:her in a subnrd.’ipa

: ‘historians are
criptions on polished stone and haked
clay tablets written down nearly six |
thousand years ago by the scribes ot
Sumeria. The characters on these
writings run fyom right to left. :

' Durant next applies his creahve
construction to Egypt. points out’
that women were held in suﬂ: high
esteem in early Egypt that,

Indian custom, obedience of the

band to the wife was required in the
marriage bond, He uotes

Siculus’s stateme.ut women tonk
the initiative in oourtship and made
direct pm;euvsals of marriage. More-
mw% adasi’ msﬁmtloﬂ m not
ﬂ‘ﬂltcd o 'ln{ln u.t i .

most beatltlfl.ll mr of the noblest
- were

[amilies of dedicated to

the temples of Thebes,
Most atr[kmg of the ancig

T . !
Arab proverb “But time tears

ys K
the Pyramids.” I re ho at
Wﬂ%&
mmon conce_pﬁon t 'll:'ei;

Bln*pm was but to act tombs

ave elsewhere tried to show. on the
basis of ph;rs:cal evidence alone,
that this theory is disprovable; beyond
that I do not expect people to aacept
the psychic 1nvestlgahons ich
have forced me to ude

. ment the scientific one when inw -'
gating vestiges of remote

e ————————————




five" i ﬁ ' tlngsexual crea-
WHS not mere a -
kol m:is but an“lhbarlgaﬂmt

him.” He may be right so far as un-
Ehiloso and illiterate men may
comprehend these animal gods, but 1
am sure t the cultured and learned

amongst the Egyptians, as amongst th
Hindus, saw them as symbo]s utg:tomts.
tbmgdeeperﬂso.ugmblmsota

e

lsp:ritml relntlon Here in the South
Indian I write, a row
B wmm%a?ngm
(<] uts up
high above my courtyard, whilst inside
the buildings a c bull
the central place
‘Sri Ramana Maharishee once explain-
eﬁthis point to me when I tuld him of
the striking similarities between the
rcumms of Dravidian India and early
- instanced this b

|' “Nandi, the sacr represan
‘the individual ego of man, » remarked
the sagef “It mthalways sh:tw& in d;].g
temples facing the figure e
in the shrine, whilst a flat- circular
sacrificial stone altar is in tront of it.
Thewholelhmaglmasmnbul It means
that the personal ego must be sacrificed
mﬂ,,muat always be turned towards
real self, the inner God.”

This s of custom and faith
strikes the reader again and
again, The river Tigris was as

sacred to the Babylonians as is
‘the Ganges to the Hindus and the
some practices took place on its
banks as take place at Benares.

[ Assyria and Judea are storied in the
further chapters, and then Persia.
One of the most attractive ﬂgures of
the past was the Persian King Cyrus.
iy He was one of those natural rulers
at whose coronation, as some writer
said, all men rejoice. The Greeks re-
gnrded him as the greatest before
Alexander alghbu‘gh ‘he was alien to
them, He built a big empire but it
was founded on ess and magna-
nimity. Wherever he went he freed the
0 d instead of oppressing them
still more. He preserved the reli-

ns and temples of the
e conguered and s—ympatgencnuy stu-
diaﬁ ir different divinities. His
travels tmk him to thz borders of
India. In the Persian empire he built
up the largest and best governed

litical orgatisation of

ed by Gandhi in

ked '
@'é&mdmﬂ d
:_'q-"- B, 35 v

5!

phy
o

e ﬁ_ __
uﬁth.e 0 Prance 3
‘matures/mind, th
Unacy sﬂive 30
nu' frstanding I-

P

The delicate poetry and fragile art
the flowery land, the mvenf‘ilions of
per and ink and printing, the stoic

poverty-stricken pemtry-—au

SE—————
“International Pregs-Cutting gu:a";?qy
110, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

Extract from
Hindu
Madras










ithe  Hindo ,

i

THE HINDU







theme. It begins with a-
of fa

ancient m&?h Delphi was first. The

of the Delphic Oracle

athed a gas which emer. from

:ogssure in the rock benenth thifugn—

sat, passed

trance-like state, ang;;_ahen answered

written questions in a _eryptic and in-
coherent Those

manner. _answers were
elanﬂed by the memm priests and
put

verse. For more
ithan a thousnnﬁ

1an rs all Greece rt;s-
pected soracills
Ssteer aaach, R g

one which

mcidenlally was
pmnmmoed Somtec
the wisest of mankind.
hr?ﬁ ‘author Faints g;ﬂ ‘lka't_ma)
w prophet rrectly fore
Wvﬂﬁfi—ﬁe by the
abylonians 2:! years before its oc-
currnnc;;_; erm;gd chap;;r \;xxW'
Verses evidence,
grl';nt pﬁlcﬁon agpea:ln?:f; E‘he
ie
prophet Zecharmh “Yea, many %

and strong n% wﬂ]‘.] come {o seelé
in e.l:usajgip- and
Tie—asseried

- Laad
3!1', 1s ms:oncn!ty true that many did
come to d Temple of Jeru-
‘salem ‘Syria, Greece and Asia
Minor, as wel! as from the Euphrates
country, bearing ts  and desirous
.ol' acquainting elves with the
i religion of the Israelites during one of
—ﬂs_tﬁuf“ﬁhnt periods.

| Yet . _cam.n}ement to this predic-
tion was utte

these great buildings’

‘be left one stone upon anot
shall not be thrown down." (Mar :
xiil). Forty years later the Roman
Emperor Titus took Jerusalem and
destroyed the city, enhrely erasing
the famm:a temple from the ground.

Mr. Forman devotes much space to
Nolsl.stmdamus (1503-1566), whom {u;
ca “Europe’s greatest 4
This celebrated man was mch
physician of Jewish descent, and a
student of ancient Egyptian books of
astrology, according to his own claim.
At one time his predictions caused
such a sensation in medieval Europe
that kings and queens sent for him,
while hosts of lesser personages made
long journeys to the little French
town of Salon where he lived.

————

shall m

|

|r§tyl§rithr - B
| ris. During the prezen
~century a terrible leader will invade

radamus’ ;
by writing a book of versified '
dmtlons&ghich foretold the destiny of
Euro pe for the next two thousand

years.- - however,
were h. _én und#r a veil el obscure
symbolism and were not easily inter-
.n;'hoae ~which k“;et:?y clug
gener proved remar corre
Thus he said that the reigning king
of France would be blinded in a duel
and die soon after; and that civil war

would follow. All thesetedfhings hap-

‘ 5
he predlcted that “'I‘he London Senate
% put to death its King.” The exe-
of Charli':s I was the fulfilment
these words, Concerning tla.lte.r
mmre of England he said :

'*'ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁe ot England will be
all-powerful for more than three
mtm y %

G

Gmtarmidsnndwmthwmtra-
verse land and sea,

The will not rejoice
thereat.”

At the time these lines were writ
ten, was still one of the less
Powers of Europe whilst Portugal
trolled a flourishing empire. When °

| remember that the Portuguese were
|the first Europeans to become domi-

i

m well under-
&:bﬂay not “refoice-

Nostrada ' ;r:ms without obscu-
o (twentieth)

Paris from the sky, using l'nghﬂul
weapons. Fire from above will often
fall. About the year 3420 the flames
will prove inextinguishable and
great city will be utterly destroy
“Not one of its dwel]m will be leﬂ"
he adds gloomily..

The recent revival of Ger-

p S il

“In Gerlhnny will spring up dit .
ferent zeets,
Bmz, resembling a happy paga-

g_s‘-

OVER







“THE INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC C
GAZETTE —LONDON——

Among Mystics and Spiritualis

[ and magie, despite the inevitable and
#una\?oidab]e incursion of Western ways of
“thought, life and action,

- Though Oriental beliefs and customs are
‘everywhere being sapped by this impact, there
remains a diminishing residue of oceult tradition
and spiritual culture. The exponents of these
latter have largely forsaken the cities and retired
toxquieter places in the interior. The traveller
who is interested in studying them and their
lore can find them if hé is willing to go off the

= By PAUL BRUNTON.

1 I" Took"to “the—tmdsof “the-risiag——
3 sun as lands holding both mystery
!

- —

beaten _tra.(il_{_.

Mediums ar

SPIRITUALISM in its common Western forms is
little known in India. By that I mean we do not find
seances held ia darkened rooms, we do not come across
little groups of people sitting around a table in a home
circle or around a Medium in a public circle, and we do
not hear of trance addresses and public clairvoyance,
It is only lately that this sort of thing has been introduced
into India and then only through the pioneer efforts of the
indefatigable and gifted Mr. V. D. Rishi, who has formed
the Indian Spiritualist Society. Its influence, however, is
very slight, although it will*certainly extend itself greatly
in the future, v
n contrast to India, one finds a vast amount of Spirit-
ualistic practice in China, due in part to the cult of Ancestor
Worship which fprevai]s in many parts of that country.
The planchette, for instance, is very well known in China
and the Chinese call it “ the flying spirit-pencil.” Then,
77, the Chinese belief is that the Ego, the individual
ung, turns into a ghost-being, the &re/ as they call it,

‘Which keeps in the sphere of this earth and may be contacted

through mediumistic seances. The Chinese Spiritualists

go even further than this, for they also seck direct message
uq;n the gods themselves at these seances
o return to India, one may say t#ara good deal of the

phenomena which have been produced in Spiritualist
circles of Europe and America can also be found in that

country—with this difference that in the latter case they
are frequently ascribed to the i wers the
Eaqueers themselves. Thesef Faqueers «

y
call themselves Mediums claim to exercise their own
supernormal faculties and powers. Nevertheless, they do
not deny their contact with spirits, or pitris as they call
them, but say that they comtrol the spirits and use thew,
instead of being controlled and used themselves as our







UNDREDS ‘of men — young,
middle-aged and old — have
written and told ?: of the

wonderful things they could of their
ood character and excellent abilities.
ut all their letters sing one refrain :
‘I‘Ifunlylhar:lac‘;h;noe. 2
n a kind way they are

looki rmmesmtofabeméob. It
is one o greatest tragedies hich
I know, those fine fellows [

iting to be discovered, waiting for their
first gﬁ “ chance.” &hancc keeps
waiting-list so long that it reaches right
again

round the world—and then ?
she will keep them waiting, too, don’t

WOLTY.
The way to woo her is to win her.
the only way most men have found to do
this is to study hard, to make th
efficient at something worth-while, to
hold of a special bit of knowledge that
the worldilwilb:t‘ to buy.
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To serve more—

know more

1f you want to help yourself get on in the
world, make vourself of greater value to
the c'ﬁ'..?ﬂd‘ You may mﬁa
Manchester to Madagascar vou can-
not evade this law—the Law of Cause and
Fiod 3ottt A g e

e ce yo
S enae o Bt e
reward. And to serve more—study
more, know more. Peop!ewﬂlplﬁytﬁz;

¢

g

H

for it. If you can serve them we
will pay you well.

3
T will tell you.

| knew from the agony of e
what he was ing.
| wealthy and

Two things are from your
equi t. I know that are miss-
be: Efﬁtssu“-_of yourself ; second,
sure

What you have been in the » what
{,oumto-day, does not matter.
ou have held the most menial
position life can offer a man—but still you
can

favourable position than I had on com-
mencing my life of labour. I make this

g
E
(85
&
%

man wishes to rise to the higher grades of |
his profession, he must never set ady
i ies beforc him. Obstacles may

| :&p:nrbu:the ineer must prepare to
w them over or to conguer

| te these words because Ste

y
aires. Yet his first wages were twopence
per day. He built his own great fortune
muf:hehwm'mh:gﬁnmbcoks
studied in the days w he was a

(thovre)
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of all—Life—is sti
things first

g

nndwuv;'ﬂ_isﬂ
hing out. Put study and

st s ion for the hours when
-,:,f refedie fool away your time.
Other letters we get are veritable dirges
£F dﬁfonam. “In the _old
:h‘y!.” ‘minfmgr thcseauthorlt;ga
** competition was strenuous
gpportunities, were far more plentiful.
ut to-day—? 222"

{

Bygone days
It iscshoué time that %mﬁ
P T T

" and

g dlation WS 4CCOM by blood-
ﬁ%hngmeamsandthehleedingm
$iopst i boiling pilth's When lowh-
some plagues sw HELODY - MAULE
because the letm@deptﬂnﬁ' e ;

i

of caste and class hemming it in ;
Emmbﬂmhtm&lﬂt‘nh{tkw
ten 1o one that you would stay in it for

times, if you will think of the epoch of
years ago, when ** competition was
far less strenuous,” as we are

g

(.more )




Success arh c(e.J
continued:

Ao merhings theré-weve: diric toaalils

| stinging that period which are unknown

, times are as_ to-day as they

~were then. Unemp is not a
* phase of the twentieth cen Study
L economic hi of the entre

nineteenth century and you will find that,
in proportion to the total number of

nccasions as it is to-day. But whatever
%{ century, whatever the epoch—
‘whether pre-war or post-war—this one
thing you will always find : unemploy-
mment is little likely to harm the ient
man who has mastered something which
the world wants to buy, and whi
want meic than ever ten years later.

plus the s

| own ignorance
hmds,mnbefoundbyth: i At

every scare of unemployment he suffers

SRR S Bt et

; H W

possesses a special -kmwledﬁéﬂat takes
iime to get, 15 accordingly 1o find.
He snaps fingers at every scare of
unemp. A

Dom;mhfo:theop&tumues of your

own are at least just as many ;
that the horizon of our complex society
ever recedes the nearer you move
towards it ?

are pouﬂmi‘thmir millions into the laps
of the . We live in a wizard’s age
and we not know it. Our modern
magicians create huge i

1f it means anything at all, it means work,

wages, money, means
hundred other things to the increased
pulation of to-day.
 sands of new oppor , are hiding
~ to-day behind  veil of .the dawn.
. To-morrow an hand will
| seize and bring them forth into the land.
' s , wears
boots : score of
&mmmmmmdm;m

Goliath. If you want to keep up wi

her strides, train and prm m

R T
in terms of mulupl 1eT

(Mmore )
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The Three. Careers of

-~

LORD BEAVERBROOK.
By (,‘)smls.(w

LORD BEAVERBROOK

ORD  Beaverbrook makes money  as
L casily as other people make mistakes.
He enters the world of business, a boy
without a penny to his name. By the age

of thirty he is already a millionaire.

There are really three Beaverbrooks.

The first is Beaverbrook the Financier.

He started work at an early age in an
office in Halifax, Canada. So pronounced
were his abilities that h€ attracted the atten-
tion of John E: Stair, a local financier, who
took him into his business. The lad rose
quickly and eventually became a partner.
On the older man’s death young Max Aitken
{as Beaverbrook was then) cast around for
a wider field to till. He moved to Montreal,
already the possessor of a small fortune., In
1907 he got a seat on the Stock Exchange.
In 1910 he prepared a merger of the princi-
pal cement mills under the name of Canada
Cement Company. This accomplishment
brought him great wealth ar a single stroke.
It also ended his career as an astute financier.

He Becomes an M.P.
The second is Beaverbrook the Politician.
He came to England and got himself
clected to Parliament. after a sensational
victory at Ashton-under-Lyne. Bonar Law

selected him as his Private Secretary. They
became staunch friends. When the question
of who should be leader of the Conservative
Party arose, Aitken had much more influence
in getting Law chosen than most people
knew at the time. And this despite the
strong rival claims of Austen Chamberlain
and Walter Long.

By 1916, as Sir Max Aitken, he had ob-
tained such power that he brought about the
fall of a government.  He did it in this way.

He was at the Front as official Canadian
Observer.  The unsatisfactory and  even
tragic conditions which he saw there shocked
him. He knew they could remedied. He
returned to England, brought Lloyd George,
Bonar Law and Sir Edward Carson together,
told them the truth, and with them helped
to overthrow the Asquith Government, which
was responsible. In the result Lloyd George
came in as Premier, pledged to a more vigor-
ous conduct of the war. For this Aitken
was made a Baron. Later he gained Minis-
terial rank, in charge of Information and
Propaganda.

With the armistice he suddenly resigned
from the Cabinet, abandoned politics and
retired from the scenes.

And Buys a Newspaper.

The third is Beaverbrook the Journalist.

When he appeared in Fleet Street the wise
and experienced gentlemen of that region
smiled—and went their way. Many wealthy
men had arrived here before. But they had
found that a newspaper could easily he a
huge sink into which money could incon-
veniently drain away. Yet the smilers little
knew that a genius had come into their
midst,

He took up the Daily Express. It was in
a sorry state. The circulation was wretched-
ly small. Its infAuence was comparatively
insignificant. Tts finances were so bad that
it had twice been in a state of liquidation
and unable to meet liabilities.

Beaverbrook waved his wand over the
building in Shoe Lane, over the editors and
managers and staff, over the printed pages
and. finally, over the British public. The
shabby aura of failure was cast out of the

e —— r



You cannot know too much about any
ing. Learn all you can. Many people
't even know what they expect to be paid
for.\, Look tidy. An untidy appearance
makes\an employer think you have an untidy
brain.
Have
at your lo
make it.
your mouth s
Be optimistic.

urage to go on. Do not grumble
improve it. Life i¢ what you
p your eyes and ears open and
t. Do not watch the clock.
ave faith. Trust yourself.
Keep out of ruts\—remember, I had 29 jobs
before I found my\vocation. He who takes
no chances takes no\prizes. [ know'! You
will say these are al\platitudes. They are.

There is no country in the world where
you can make easier for syccess than England.
And after you have madg good there is no
country so delightful to livk in.

But you cannot succeed dpless you make
up your mind that “ [ will }o on and on,
and [ will hitch my wagon to a'gtar.””  Some
of the nost successful men of Yo-day have
nsen from pitboys—have come\from the
lowest rung of the ladder. The
their success is fixing a point. Go
on, play the game, do what you can: fi
never being afraid, and never ashame
your honest convictions. Make your why,
stick to it, fight on; never mind the grumb
ers. Do not grumble because you did not
have a university education—some grumble
bedause they did!

Make up your mind to win and you will.
The way to success is a straight line and a
straight character and darned hard work.

W’
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HE CAN WHO THINKS HE CAN

If you think you're beaten, you are;
If you think you dare not, you don't;
If you'd like to win, but think you can't
It's almost a cert you won't,

If you think you will lose, you're lost,
Far out in the world you find
Success begins with a fellow’s will —
It's all in the state of mind.

Full many a race is lost

Ere ever a step is run;

And many a coward fails

Ere ever his work's begun.

Think big and your deed will grow,
Think small and you'll fall behind;
Think that you can and you will,

It's all in the state of mind.

If you think you're ountclassed, you are;
You've got to think high to rise;
You've got to be sure of yourself before
You ever can win a prize. '
Life's battles don't always go

To the stronger or faster man;
Sooner or later the man who wins,
Is the fellow who THINKS he can.
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THERE IS NO FAILURE—
exeept in no longer trying. There
is Ro defeat except from within,
no rgally insurmountable barrier
r own inherent weakness

save
of purpdge . . How manya
man has thrown up his hands at

a time whey a little more effort,
persistent cffprt, a little more
patience, would have achieved
success. As the tide goes clear
out, so it comes clear in.  In life,
sometimes, prospigts may seem
darkest when they ‘eally are on
the turn. A little more persist-
ence, a little more &ffort, and
what seemed hopeless fajlure may

turn to glorious success.
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paper.  He charmed new life into it.  Soon
people began to take notice of the Daily
Express, to look at it increasingly and then
to buy it. Within a few years he built it
up into a powerful national newspaper,
wielding tremendous influence. Its circu-
lation has increased five-fold. And it is now
a highly valuable financial property.

When its chief proprietor had sniffed
something of the tang of the * Street of Ink ™
he started a second journal, the Sunday
Express, in 1921, Its initial struggles were
so arduons and so prolonged that perhaps
another man would have dropped it after
awhile. But he would not admit failure.
He stuck to the paper and eventually pulled
it round. It is now an established popular
weekly.

A third paper which he secured control
of later was the Evening Standard. He put
‘his impress on it in such a way that it is
now one of our best London evening journals.

Having had three careers in one lifetime
Beaverbrook dropped journalism and again
retired from the scenes.

To-day he is apparently doing nothing,
He talks of “the waning sunset of my old
age " though only Te sits apart, an
tnscrutable ohservef. e gleaming river
of lile Alows before him but he does not care
to din his bucket into the waters again. He
wears a smile that says: “T have seen all
and known all.” Has he eaten all the fruit
of amhition—and perhaps found it wantine?

T re-aphes ¥ other arcna,
achieve success anew, or is he tired of it all?
- - -

Several years ago Lord Beaverbrook wrote

a series of articles in the Sunday Express in
which he summarised his ideas upon success.
sp#one thought minted from the mind

of a man who has done something worth-
while is worth a thousand from the mind of
one who has done nothing, it should be a
few minutes well-spent to take up a few of
these ideas woven. as it were, into a chaplet
of pearls. Perhaps you can learn something
from them that could be applied to your own
versonal |ife i+

1
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His Sucecess Maxims.

“WWHar is success in the affairs of the world

—how is it attained and how can it be
enjoved? T have tried with all sincerity to
answer the question otit of my ewn experi-
ence. I address myself to the voung men
of the new age. Those who have youth
also possess opportunity. There is in the

OUCCESS DMAGAZINE

British Empire to-day no bar to success which
resolution cannot break. The young clerk
has the key of success in his pocket, if he
has the courage and the ability to turn the
lock which leads to the Temple of Success.
The wide world of business and finance is
open to him, Ang public dinner or meet-
ing contains hundreds of men who can
succeed if they will only observe the rules
which govern achievement.

A career to-day is open to talent, for there
is no heredity in finance, commerce or indus-
try. The Succession and Death duties are
wiping out those reserves by which old-
fashioned businesses warded off from them-
selves for two or three generations the result
of hereditary incompetence.

Ability is bound to be recognised from
whatever source it springs. The struggle is
too intense and the battle too world-wide to
prevent individual efficiency playing a bigger
and better role.

Fate and Free Will.
Like all human affairs success is partly a

matter of predestination and partly of free
will. - You cannot make the genius but you

e = . -
can either improve or destroy it: and most

men and women passess the assets which can
be turned into success,

The greatest quality is Judgment: For
round judgment there cluster many hundred
qualitics, like the setting round a jewel : the
capacity to read the hearts of men: to draw
an inexhaustible fountain of wisdom from
every particle of experience in the past, and
turn the current of this knowledge into the
dynamic action of the future. In the ult-
mate resort judgment is the power to assimi-
late knowledge and to use it

Industry is the servant of judgment. The
true secret of industry well-applied is con-
centration, and there are many well-known
ways of learning that art. TIndustry can be
acquired: it should never be squandered.

But health is the foundation both of judg-
ment and industry—and therefore of success.
And without health everything is difficult.
Who can exercise a sound judgment if he is
feeling irritable in the morning? Who can
work hard if he is suffering from a perpet-
ual feeling of malaise?

The future lies with the people who will
take exercise, and not toa much ecxercise.
No ordinary man can hope to succeed who
does not work his bady in moderation. The
danger of the athlete is to believe that in
kicking a goal he has won the game of life.

{continued on pa En:, 32.)






“KEY TO LONDON
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An Architectural Ramble in London.

ET us wander away from
the old churches and
public  buildings about

which so much has been written
and try to find some architectural
beauties amid the lesser houses
that are London's heritage, Old
London is disappearing faster

amia We know, and those Ameri-

o —

in visitors who would enjoy a
peep at its elegant Georgian
dwellings or stately Jacobean
houses should discover what there
is to be seen to-day, for to-
morrow it may be gone.

All over the older parts of the
town a great eruption of building
and rebuilding is destroying for
ever the handiwork of those
honest builders and skilful archi-
tects who have given England
high fame for their crafts. So
the traveller seeking to under-
stand somewhat of the view-
point of the long-gone people of
the Old World could not catch
their spirit more perfectly than
by studving a little the homes
they erected wherein to spend
their lives,
What could be more fitting than
=1 begin your pilgrimage from
destminster, which is nearly as

old as London town, and grew
up by its side ? Turn off Mill-
bank, which runs along by the
Thames, and go down int
Barton Street. Here you can
steep yourself in the atmosphere
of early Georgian days and
imagine the ladies pass you by,
clad in hooped skirts. and faces
adorned with beauty patches.

Their homes have been finely
kept}to this day, and the outside
fronts tended with sympathetic
care, so that you are seeing them
exactly as the old gentlemen
with powdered perukes and lace
ruffles saw them in the vear}1722,
when they were built. True,
they are only little houses, and
hardly any attempt at external
ornament has been made; vet
they succeed in being very effec-

tive, in the artistic sense. Notice
particularly  the vase-topped
wrought 1ron railings of the

period.

Now pass round the corner into
what 1s really a continuation of
Barton Street, but is called Cow-
ley Street. It is a little haven of
peace and quietude. Here the
builders have made some effort
at ornamenting the fronts, par-
ticularly  with nicely-mounlded

curved brackets to Suppoit the
small hoods that overhang the
These brick fronts are
time, but the red
still

doorways,
dark with
window-arches

give their




tive more
Garden
serpent camethere, and the ouun
is the god he Wrges you to wor-
ship. He denouyees the wearing
of apparel as unigcessary and an
abomination. H{ has already
served several teNns in prison
through attemptingd on his own
account to practise Yhis religion
in the midst of a ciwlised com-
munity that refuses t§ worship
the Sun, and is determ
this subtle attack on dra

less as it was in the

Now you come to a bun
three or four platforms,
holding a large attendance, akd
you imagine from what you he
that the country is on the verge
of revolution. But you need not
be alarmed ; it has not yet quite
come to that. These platforms
bear such titles as “ The Hyde
Park  Socialists  Platform,”
“ Workers of the World Unite,”
and so forth. TIf the British
Government has any faults, here
you will learn all about them.
Soviet Russia you will hear ex-
tolled as the Great Land of En-
lightenment ; affairs in China
gleefully referred to as the
beginning of the break-up of the
British Empire—India practic-
ally lost to it, and what were
once British Colonies, now-inde-
pendent states that will have
none of the rule of King George.
You will hear the British Prime
Minister and the members of his
cabinet abused by name as men
paid by the capitalists to assist in
grinding down the workers. You
will be told that the latter exist
in a state of starvation, and have

87
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onh rags in which to clad them-
Youn will hear every

. . aised by these men
extept their own, and, it should
be added, America, for it would
be contrary to DGHCY to praise a
land where the workers are pros-.
perous, and capitalism rampant,
All this is what is called * Free

Speech.” You may wonder
wh at is undert‘,t ood by
“ seditious speech.” When thepe,

Facist organisation holds a meg

ing in the Park, this is usually ~
planted in juxtaposition to the
outermost of these socialist or
communist  gatherings, and
assailing epithets are freely ex-
changed between the rival
spokesmen. Then at the end of
it all, when the Facists join in
inging the National Anthem, the

hers burst into “ The Red
E g " or the * Internationale,”
ungil tempers become too

strained, and what is vulgarly
a ‘“scrap” ensues. But
lice have these affairs well

in ]m 1, a few minuie-» of mlle"

“jazz ” you may
probably\be in the mood for
some real\music, and this you
can obtaiy by walking
minuies acrgss the park, whe
an-excellent\band plays in the
afternoon and, evemngs at this
time of the yedr, and where you
wwill find thousdnds of perfectly
peaceful folk listgning to it, not
in the least awaye there is so
much the mattey with their
country as you haye just been
told by so many dyators there
actually 1=,
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. rial of its olden beauty.
< ever, part of this side is a fine

- September, 1928

pleasing contrast. The quaint
little dormer windows in the roof
project so far out that they seem
to have an existence of their own,
A short walk will bring you next
to Smith Square. Those who
remember this fine early Georgian
square not so many vyears back
must have been grieved to see it
lose its distinctive character
almost entirely. Practically only
one side now remains as a memo-
How-

block of four houses whose
mellow fronts done in small-
sized bricks show how attractive
brick buildings can still be when
erected with the taste and charm
of those days. The builders of
two hundred years ago fixed the
window-frames, for instance,
flush with the walls. When
painted, the effect was to heighten
the pleasant contrast of colour.
Another feature often found in
rows of early Georgian houses is
that they never pall on account
of uniformity. Observe how each
doorway is different. Character-
istic of the period are the old
wrought area railings and
bracketted entrance hoods.

If now you take the direction of
St. James' Park, crossing Vic-
toria Street, make a halt at
Queen Anne's Gate. These fine
dwellings were put up 220 years
ago as the town houses of fashion-
able folk who also had seats
somewhere in the country. Here
the noteworthy features are large
elaborately-carved door canopies
of a design seldom seen else-
where, such as the fine pattern
at No. 30. At No. 28 there is a

KEY TO LONDON

beautiful arched lamp standard
in wrought iron, rising from each
side of the entrance and finishing
in a scroll. Those were the dim
days when every good house-
holder hung an oil lantern outside
to assist visitors to find his place.
The iron torch-extinguishers that
are still to be found upon some old
London houses also remind us of
a time when link-boys carried the
lights for such rash folk as ven-
tured out after dark. The old
nobility were rather attached to
their torchlights, and in the case
of Grosvenor Square the aristo-
cratic inhabitants only adopted
gas lighting as late as the middle
of last century. Ewven then it
was done under com pulsion.

The stone faces set over the win-
dows of the lower storeysin Queen
Anne's Gate, and the red brick
quoins and reveals give just the
right touch of colour.

In St. James" Square, where we
shall next go, our interest is
claimed by two examples of the
copying from Greek architecture
that set in during the middle of
the eighteenth century. At
No. 20, a dignified mansion
worthy of the aristocrats of that
day, and built in 1772, we find a
reflection of the same fine pro-
portions and graceful modelling
that characterised the Greek
styles. It was one of the results
of the return of Robert Adam
from his Continental travels and
studies. He designed this build-
ing as a harmonious blend of his
own earlier style and the Greek.
It has flat reeded Corinthian
pilasters in Portland stone. The
ceilings are ornamented with
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sumptuous  plasterwork. At
No. 15 (built in 1760), on the
same side of the square, we see
again a tall house with time-
mellowed stone front and the
Greek influence notable in the
four graceful round pilasters on
the upper storeys. However, it
is not so successful a blend as
No. 20.

Near the east side of Bond Street
there is a rather large brick
building, No. 9, Clifford Street.
It strongly witnesses the Italian
taste of 1735 that sought for
elegance and lightness. The
architect concentrated his atten-
tion on the part that would be
most seen—the wide entrance
portal with its rounded wooden
columns and graceful lamp stand-
ard, making it the most attrac-
tive feature in a rather plain
elevation.

‘Whilst on our pilgrimage eastward
do not fail to notice the picture-
sque Georgian shop front at
No. 34, Haymarket. It is a fine
specimen of a high-class tobacco-
nist's shop of those days carried
out in Adam style. The little
double bay windows are a far cry
from the massive emporiums of
to-day. Note the fanlight over
the entrance made in the form of
a cobweb.

No. 32, Soho Square, is a rather
quaint piece of work by the
brothers Robert and John Adam,
built for Lord Mayor Beckford in
1767, and incorporating upon its
exterior some of the latter’s
peculiar ideas. The interior is
more interesting. It contains
some beautifully-designed chim-
ney-pieces, architraves  and
decorated ceilings. There is one
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interesting ceiling shaped as an
oval with the figures of four boys
in relief carrving flowers, a bird,
water and fire respectively, to
symbolise the natural elements.
To go farther back in time there
are some houses in Great Queen
Street which were put up in 1650
by John Webb, in imitation of
the style of Inigo Jones, then the
architect of the day. Of course
modern shopfronts have been
added in most cases. Nos. 27,
28 and 29 are fine examples with .,
good cornices. What a different
world there is just round the
corner in Kingsway, built nearly
three centuries later, and bearing
the impress of modern American
influence.

It is in the “City "’ that we can
expect to find the oldest houses,
and we shall not be disappointed
Hatton Garden has a school-
house built in 1696 at the corner
of Cross Street. It is in a fine
state of preservation, and con-
sists of a square red-brick build-
ing with stone quoins and stone
doorways. There are very quaint
coloured effigies of little scholars
set over the doors. The large
windows are broken up into small
squares as was customary. In
this street early Georgian houses
are common. No. 29 shows to
good advantage with its elabor-
ate entrance, consisting of fluted
Corinthian  pilasters, heavily
carved capitals, and a sweeping
fanlight ; for in architecture a
much-enriched feature needs a
simple background.

Penetrating further into the city,
Nevill's Court, a passage on the
left side of Fetter Lane, claims
our attention for a group of
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quaint old buildings. These ap-
pear to have been erected some-
where about the year 1600, and
possibly the attractive little gar-
dens in front helped to save them
from the Great Fire of 1666.
With plastered walls, projecting
upper storeys, and trim wooden
garden fences, they look as
though they had been beodily
lifted out of the pleasant English
countryside and set down here in
the midst of the city’s turmoil.
No. 10 is more imposing, but was
put up later, most probably about
1680,

Still  travelling eastwards, be-
tween Cannon Street and the
river lies College Hill. Nos. 21

and 22 on the hill are excellent
specimens of a merchant’s dwell-
ing of the year 1700. There is a
handsome staircase and finely
panelled rooms. The carved
door-head is very fine—an oval
hood on carved brackets with
festoons of fruit and flowers sur-
mounted by a Cupid’'s head. At
No. 4 in the same street there is
a carved wood pediment of a
highly elaborate nature over the
entrance, and also belonging to
the Later Renaissance period.

KEY TO LONDON

A two-minute walk brings us to
Laurence Pountney Hill, where
Nos, 1 and 2 date from 1703.
They are worth visiting by all
who can experience the fascin-
ation of charming woodwerk for
the doorways here are extremely
beautiful, and of a kind that is
becoming very rare.  One of these
canopies is dated, and both are
wrought into shell shapes.

There is a dignified old red brick
mansion that was built for the
wealthy citizen of 1700, lying a
little way aside from Mark Lane,
but numbered 32 and 33 in the
latter street. As befits an im-
portant dwelling it has a long
forecourt, a finely-carved door-
way, panelled hall and patterned
staircase. Once the home of a
great City grandee, it is now let
out as offices. The influence of
Sir Christopher Wren is very
apparent in the design, and it may
be from his hand. Most of the
carving is in oak.

Hidden in unnoticed nooks, and
lost amid their pushful modern
neighbours, are still more prim
old houses that speak in quiet
tones to those who understand
them.

Antigue Sheraton Bureaw.

Antigues,

Telegrams !
Picartilly, Audley, London.

Pictures, @Obijcts d'RAri.

Pecorations

Curson  Gallevies

Curson Street, T

{Corner of Clarges St.}

Telephone
Grosvenor i623.
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Exclusive Interview with Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle.

(The Creator of * Sherlock Holmes.”)

“ QIR Arthur Conan Doyle
will see you at about
twelve o'clock in the momn-

ing in the * Psychic Bookshop,’ I

was advised,

The * Psychic Bookshop " is in

the very centre of the British

Empire under the shadow of

Westminster Abbey.  Elderly

ladies and serious looking men

come and go therein, searching
for the latest “ spiritualist food.”

At the end of the little shop I

found Sir Arthur, the leader of

the spiritualists, sitting at a

little desk writing an article. In

order not to waste one moment

I plunged right away in medias

7es.

“How long is it,” I asked,

“since you interested yourself

in spiritualism ? ”

“ It is now well over thirty years

that I began to be interested in

it,” Sir Arthur answered. “ But

at first I attached no more im-

portance to it than to any other

exotic thing. I did not realise
that it was the one subject in the
world which was of extreme, of
desperate importance to every
member of the human race. The
war came. I understood it then.

I had already given my life to

the subject before disaster came

my own way. I was entering

Nottingham Town Hall to lec-

ture on Spiritualism when I got

the telegram of my son’s death,

pi
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It was difficult to carry on—but
I did. No doubt he helped me
through and the audience never
guessed. It was a year later
that he first came through at a
Seance. It was his voice—his
voice, and an embrace. After
that we spoke to him often, dis-
cussing intimate family matters.
I also saw my mother, I saw
her more distinetly than I can
see you now. Look here, I got
a photograph under test con-
ditions of my son after his death,
Here he is. Death ? There is
no such thing. They are still
alive, and trying to make an
idiotic world realise it.

“1I give all my time and atten-
tion to the cause I have set my
heart upon,” Sir Arthur con-
tinued : “ and this is the teach-
ing of the new religion which
will tell mankind what is to
happen in the world that comes
after our death. This is really

far more important than any-.
People are °

thing else in life.
absolutely ignorant of what is
going to happen to them after
they are dead. Well, T for one
do want to know what is going
to happen to me. Personally I
am more certain of the things
which are to happen to me after
my death than I wonld be of
things which would happen to
me should I undertake a journey
to South America.

September, 1028
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street Sir Christopher Wren, the
most honoured English archi-
tect, built himself a house after
the Great Fire of London. Here
also, Sir Edward Burne-Jones
brought his bride to live at No,
62, and then painted those vividly-
_coloured mediaevally - flavoured
pictures which surprised England
and some of which are now housed
at the Tate Gallery.
Russell Square is rapidly losing
its residential character and be-
~=oming a purely business dis-
ict. A good deal about its
olden life may be gathered from
that fine novel of Thackeray's
called Vanifv Fair, wherein it
largely figures. No. 21 is a
tragic house, for here Sir Samuel
Romilly, the boy clerk who rose
to be the greatest lawver of his
day, committed suicide three
days after the death of his wife,
At No. 65 dwelt Sir Thomas
Lawrence from 1805 till 1830,
Lawrence painted most of the
distinguished men and beautiful
ladies of the age, and here he
received them for sittings. Some
=~ of his work can be seen at the
National Portrait Gallery.
Crossing Southampton Row we
pass into the district about-Oueen
Square, which is the oldest and
most attractive part of Blooms-
s~=ury. Here there is still some-
chat of the old-world charm and
repose. Queen Square itself still
keeps a memory of this in the
fact that the northern side was
not built upon, so that the in-
habitants could always look out
upon the fine range of hills that
girdle London on the northern
side : now, alas, there is no such

view.,
At the southern end of the
square 1s the Church of S5t.
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George the Martyr, which has
certainly one of the most undis-
tinguished elevations in London,
architecturally speaking. It was
built in 1705, and so named
partly out of compliment to one
of its founders, who had been
Governor of Fort St. George in
India. The whole district around
was once a highly fashionable
quarter, with fine mansions and
aristocratic inhabitants. The
tide of wealth and fashion has,
however, flowed westwards, so
that what were once great houses
are to-dav poor tenements.
Yet it is not too hard to imagine
the coaches and Sedan-chairs
setting down  the well-dressed
persons  of quality from the
neighbourhood at the church
door, attended by the black ser-
vants then fashionable, who held
their mistress’ fan, scent bottle
and prayer book. In those early
days there were coffee houses in
Great Ormond Street, which runs
into the Square, thronged with
bewigged and silk-stockinged
notables, wearing swords and
bearing canes and snuff-boxes.

At No. 20, Queen Square, the
famous Dr. Campbell held his
salon, to which Dr. Johnson
often came to tea, bandying his
heavy wit with the other eminent
litterateurs and scientists to be
found there,

In 1784 a tremendous sensation
was caused when the great Seal
of England was stolen from the
library  of Lord Chancellor
Thurlow, who was living at No.
45, Great Ormond Street.

This street is also remarkable for
the very fine Georgian doorways
still existing, It was built in
1708, and the original wrought-
iron torch extinguishers, lamp-
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holders,
grace
houses.
John Howard, who travelled the
prisons of Europe in efforts to
better their conditions, dwelt here
from 1777 till 1790, at No. 23.
Another reforming movement, the
Anti-Slave movement, had its
headquarters here in the house
of Lord Macaulay's father, then
No. 52, but now pulled down to
make room for a hospital.

and area railings still
the fronts of several

Thackeray has written a good
deal about Bloomsbury in his
novels ; he knew it well, for after

getting married he lived at 13,
Coram Street, and other houses
here, Charles Dickens, too,
finished Pickwick Papers and
wrote Nicholas .\'i'('.l’\’ft'f{\' at 48,
Doughty Street, which can be
examined by interested visitors,
In 1822 there came to London
and lodged at No, 19, Gloucester
Street, a wvoung man whose
preaching astonished the leaders
of society, and who claimed mira-
culous powers.  He practically
founded a new sect, and his
followers built him a beautiful
church in Venctian Gothic stvle
called the Catholic Apostolic
Church, in Gordon Square. not
far from here. This man was
Edward Irving. The church is
well worth a wvisit on account of
its fine interior,

Another Scotchman who thought
to try his luck in London, Thomas
Carlyle, brought his precious
manuscript of Sarfor Resartus
with him in 1831, and lodged at
6, Woburn Buildings, just on the
very boundary of Bloomsbury.
Three minutes’ walk
another distinguished lodger ar-
rived in 1815 at No. 26, March-
mont Street.  This was no other

than the angel-like poet Percy
Bysshe Shelley, together with
his wife, Marv Godwin. Here /™

first baby was born and died.”

A grand-daughter of the Great
Protector, and daughter of
Richard Cromwell, who suc-
ceeded him, named Anne, lies

buried in the quaint old English

burial ground situated in St
George's  Gardens, behind the
Foundling Hospital.  Her simple
tombstone carries us back 250
yvears,

And so we close our little pil-

grimage and hurry westwards
into the huge and noisy machine
that is London to-day.
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UNDER THE READING LAMP .
A CAUSERIE

WHAT is the condition of occult studies in contemporary France? It is

interesting to an alien observer to cast a glance at the medley of cults

which form the ""advanced thought’’ phalanx among our Gallic neigh-

bours. Monsieur E. Gascoin has brought out the sixth edition of his

informative work, Les Religions inconnes (Librairie Gallimard, 12 francs),

wherein he provides an intrigning picture, or rather a series of detached

sketches. He describes the different cults in turn and writes always with

that delightful verve and facile humour which we are accustomed to find
“cross-Channel literary productions.

The Martinists appear to be one of the most influential occult frater-
nities. English students will already be familiar with their doctrines
through the writings of Mr. A. E, Waite and Dr. Encausse ("“Papus™).
M. Gascoin tells us that they explore the astral plane, commune with the
nature-spirits of fire and water, and hold more than a nodding acquaintance
with Chamaliel, Prince of Venus. They practise magic, but, since the
ends in view are strictly moral, it is of the white variety. The fraternity
takes its name from its founder, one Martinez de Pasqualis. He came to
Paris and held daylight séances, traced ritualistic circles, wrote down
sacred communications from the angels, and withal prayed to Christ
humbly and fervently. The Hermetists are also a strong occult group.
They profess to study the ancient lore of alchemy in the light of modern
chemistry and physics. Monsieur Jollivet-Castellot is their leader. I
remember the sensation which was caused some time ago when he was
called to give evidence at the trial of a Polish pseudo-alchemist in Paris.
The latter was unable to justify his claims after spending many thousands
of francs belonging to his patrons, and found himself in the dock as a
consequence.

Spiritualism comes in for some attention, and, though on the increase,
one notes that it has not made anything like the headway which it has
,~gade in Britain. Then the author sketches briefly the history of medern

aeosophy. The latter does not progress much in France nowadays.

The author commends its ideal of universal brotherhood, but, looking
across the Rhine, shakes his head dubiously. There exist some curious
Christian offshoots which are semi-occult in character. The Liberal
Catholic and the Apostolical Catholic Churches are known also in England,
but the Army of the Eternal and the Millenniumists have yet to spread
their wings. There is a well-established sect called the Antoinistes who
~— are doing good healing work. They were called into being a half-century
ago by a Belgian workman named Antoine, who was favoured by a reve-
lation at the age of forty-two. He discovered a fluidic ‘atmosphere’’
around every human being which was the true seat of disease. By means
of prayer this atmosphere could be changed and bodily diseases cured.
Astrology, Christian Science, and Mazdaznan are steadily gaining

adherents in France. There is an important omission in this book, The
124




/
CORRESPONDENCE / 123

governed personality, whose direct curse can gathcn‘/ these ruffled
waters into the swiftness of vortex, or whirlpool into/whose force of
disintegration and destruction the wrong-doer m be violently
plunged ; the immediate results being those that hjs own thought or
deed should ultimately reap. In other words,
resident evil, compelling results to accumulate with none of the stag-
nation and lingering that may accompany a “gregn bay tree”.

Therefore, to mitigate a curse and breath/its power, seek first
what thou hast against thy brother, make inwardly, even if
inpossible outwardly with him. Seek withiny/ and take out the evil
by its roots of whatever nature it may be/ Eradicating such evil,
often provoked by the act of another, may prove a task surpassin
human strength. It is necessary to call upon the Divine. Prove t!
promises of Christ, the reality of His Pres¢nce.

Curses, like boomerangs, must retyfn upon the sender, and are
powerless against one of clean hands And upright heart, in love with
God and his neighbouring man, walking in the aura of blessing streaming
through him to others.

Yours faithfully,
HeLEx Mary BouLnors.
(Author of The Law of Being)

o B SHADOW”
To the Editgr of THE OccuLT REVIEW

Sir,—I shall be grateful #f you will be good enough to publish this
letter in continuation of piy letter under the above title which appeared
in your issue of Januafy 1927.

On the 4th Decepiber, 1931, here in London, I awoke with this
emphatically reiteraged message ringing in my ears : “Two years, one
year, two days.” , The message may be personal or even meaningless.
On the other hahfl there is a possibility that it may be connectedsm,
with the previ warning. As the first period of two years i
d, I should be glad to have it put on record.

Yours faithfully,
SAGITTARIUS.

is /fommunication of January 1927, “Sagittarius” wrote :
/merely that I sensed it ; I heard it in so many words : ‘It has
ided, if war shall again break out between the nations of
Europe, Ahat it shall not be permitted.” "—ED.]

he curse focuses



UNDER THE READING LAMP.
A CAUSERIE

WHO would exchange a visible seat ofi the Stock Exchange for a problem-
atical seat in Paradise ? This is th¢fAge of Doubt, and we might as well
admit it. Those who tremble at thig sceptical chill which is in the air, are
really trembling for their half-hel eeds, for their rickety framework of
inherited dogmas, and for the smfi¢ comfort of a faith which can be hon-
oured without being followed. let us not be over pessimistic about the
doubting proclivities of our ti but rather thank heaven for their exis-
tence, for perhaps we shall no e able to get at the real truth of things.
#= I am moved to these thoughts by reading the candid confessions of
-ofessor William McDougall, the distinguished American whose researches
into abnormal psychology have made him famous among students the
world over. The professor began his mental life by overthrowing whatever
traditional religion he had inherited and by setting up the modern god of
science in its place. His outlook for many years was nothing less than
cautious, noncommittal, scientific agnosticism. But the prolonged
investigations into psychology which he undertook under the impulsion
of a keen determination to find things out for himself, brought him at last
to a position favourable towards religion. He tells the whole story in
—. Religion and the Sciences of Life (Methuen, 8s. 6d.) ; in fact, this book might
aptly be called ““A Sceptic’s Progress™ !

That Professor McDougall, after forty years of study and experiment,
finds man to be a being “‘with idealistic possibilities””, as he prudently words
his faith in the soul, is no new conclusion ; but that he has been forced
to this admission by strictly scientific methods of enquiry is of great value
as a confirmation to those of us who have arrived at it by philosophical or
mystical processes. ‘“Man is more than a machine and more than a mere
mirror that reflects the world about him," he writes.

He describes with werbal gus g he s

= subject of psychical research into
=losed doors to the first course of le
aiversity of any country in the
other universities have announ
colleague, Dr. J. B. Rhine, by his
has carried investigations into
the reality of both telepathy of
manner which brings them dég

--{ University, thus opening hitherto
fofres on the subject to be given in any
I 1d. Since then nearly half a dozen
gd/ similar courses. He asserts that his
ork at the Duke University laboratory,
Jtra-sensory perception to a point where
d clairvoyance has been established in a
itely into the field of recognized and ap-
i{~ Indeed, Professor McDougall does not hesi-
k's work will be found to have given biological
materialism the heaviest bldw 1t has so far suffered. But for the fact that
the former was able to suade the Duke University authorities to
place psychical research on the curriculum of studies, it is extremely
doubtful whether Dr. Rhine would ever have found sufficient scope to
carry out psychological experiments of such an epoch-making nature.
A - Py p— Y T P = 14/ [ o e .,_ ST e
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The book is really a collection of fifteen scattered essays and addresses
linked around the theme suggested by its title. Incidentally, the author
fiercely attacks Sigmund Freud, the exponent of psycho-analytic doc-
trines, for trying to show that all religion is illusory. Freud’s theories
of the origin of belief in God are stigmatized as fantastic, and his famous
attack on religion is denounced as “‘but another illustration of the fact that
man's intellect is a feeble thing, liable, even in the greatest men, to be led
astray by emotional bias and by prejudices unrecognized by the thinker"'.

Love and Death : An Anthology of Consolation, by R. Ursula Somervell
(Methuen, 5s. od.)—this is a wisely chosen collection of poetic and prose
passages intended to comfort those who are passing through trouble=™==
bereavement. The compiler has given herself wide latitude. She row..s
in quest of consoling verse and helpful thoughts from the bearded prophets
of the Old Testament to Maurice Baring’s delicate stylistic paragraphs ;
from Thomas & Kempis' impassioned calls to renunciation, to William
Blake’s vision of Christ in London’s cobbled streets; and from Shake-
speare’s matchless dramas to Walt Whitman’s inspiring lines. 1 like the
following quotation from Mary Webb :

“The seared spirit must have silence. In one of earth’s tranquil
haunts a man may lay his head on her green pillow. One who has lived
under the large arbitrament of earth ceases to question. Thereisa hand
on the hot forehead. He begins to link himself with the Beauty that lies
in and beyond the beauty of earth. When each breath is drawn in this
eternal atmosphere, now and for ever are one; to-day and in a million
years, here and beyond the uttermost star, we are in the heart of God.”

Earthen Vessels and Other Poems (Circle Editorial Committee, London)
—this is a little brochure of inspired verse by Winifred A. Pearce. Each
poem is devout with aspiration and betrays the spiritually uplifted face of
the authoress. Here are the opening lines of “The Everlasting Joy'':

‘Fountain and Fire—
Source of all life that springs,
I seek my Origin to recognize ~
That as a child I may be humbly wise,
Loving the Hand that feeds me day and night,
In trust surrendered to the Infinite."”

And here is a reference to reincarnation :

“Q Treasure held within a little span ;

O Living Water in the flask of Man ! —

Innumerable prisons have been Thy dwelling place,
Veil upon veil shrouded Thine unknown grace.”

A sensible, simply written, soundly based guide to better health
comes from the pen of H. Emest Hunt. Health First (Rider & Co.,
1s, 6d.) contains some plain speaking on the question of, constipation,
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for the author asserts that this condition of internal poisoning mainly
arises from the habits fostered by our artificial, unnatural civilization,
and that the finest cure is to get back to natural remedies. He plans an
excellent curative régime comprising exercises which stretch the hips and
abdomen ; lighter breakfasts, less meat, and the use of brown bread :
the conservation of valuable mineral salts when cooking vegetables ;
more raw salads and the use of fresh fruit juices, with plenty of drinking
water. The book is worthy of wide distribution.

Woman hurls herself into the fray of modern life with bobbed hair
and masculine mien. The pale and pouting maiden of the last century
is no more. Our century has turned her into an imperious smiling girl,
who probably sweeps into Hollywood as an aspirant for film honours,
with jasmine on her hair and music in her eyes. But if Lord Dunsany
I;.ﬂ\his way, she would not find her desertion of the old household gods so

“One of a woman's jobs is cooking,” he indignantly reminds us in
a néw book, If I were Dictator (Methuen 2s. 64.), as he laments the pile of
canned foods which the average larder holds nowadays. So, if his fellow
citizens choose to put him in the position of supreme power, the noble
author will make women spend more time in their kitchens and less on their
make-up. This is but one item of the comprehensive programme of un-
expected reforms which Lord Dunsany would institute. He takes his
heavy dictatorial duties light-heartedly, however, for he gives himself
the title of “The Grand Macaroni”, because it is reminiscent of the land
in which “the happy idea of dictators fortunately originated”. He issues
Four Pronouncements which are to be engraved on brass and set up in
every village of “the Disunited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland",
while he orders the anniversary of his appointment to be celebrated through
out the land by muffin-men, who shall ring their bells for an hour !

One of the Grand Macaroni’s first cares would be to reduce the number
of deaths on the roads. He would inflict penal servitude on motor-cars
which cause death in accidents, quite apart from any punishment meted
out to owners. Should an owner buy a new car on the forced loss of his
old one, he will be required to paint a broad arrow upon it. Thus the
public will receive intimation that its predecessor is in prison and a slur
will be cast over the man’s garage! Furthermore, all pedestrians will
#~e to take out licences. Once a walking licence had been forfeited by
.. -areless pedestrian, he will be rigidly excluded from the streets and forced
to keep to his house for a specified period! Many other diverting inno-
vations appear in these papers, such as “Missions to mass-producers”, and
wandering squads of troops whose orders are to break up white-flour
machinery,

Lord Dunsany has made his reputation as a weaver of prose poems and
as a scribe of fantastic stories ; his old readers may therefore be surprised
that he has conceived the notion of becoming the iron-handed ruler of
England. Let me explain, then, that the idea was put into his head by an
enterprising London publisher and that his book is the first of a series
they are issuing. Dictatorships are coming into fashion on this pleasant
planet of ours, as pink finger-nails came into fashion in Mayfair some while
ago, and so a number of eminent men have been asked to outline the plans
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they would put into operation if they were made dictator. The second
volume of this series is by Lord Raglan, who takes his task much more
seriously than Lord Dunsany. The former would cut down income tax
to half a crown in the pound; put India under a vigorous military
Governorship which would firmly restor order ; stop regarding the League
of Nations as being anything more than a baby ; proclaim free trade within
the British Empire ; deport every poor Irishman from Britain, and make
marriage compulsory for school teachers of both sexes “‘on account of the
unfortunate effects of celibacy’’. Lord Raglan has enjoyed a distinguished
Army and diplomatic career in the East ; he was President of the Anthro-
pological Section of the British Association last year : and he sets down his
ideas with an unrelenting firmness which fits him well for dictatorship.
Thanks to the popular Press, everybody is a politician to-day, and from
amongst the babel of ideas which fill the air our future dictators (if Z2)
should have no difficulty in selecting enough to issue three or four: B
ances per day ! s
PauL BrunTON.

ANTHROPOS. A Mystery-Play. By H. Y. Romayne. Published by
J. F. Rowny Press, Santa Barbara, California, US.A. Pp-
xxxi+151 (including advertisements, notes, etc.; with frontis-
piece).

Ix the advertisement to this play it is submitted, upon the authority of
Moderwell (Theatre of To-day) that “‘there is scarcely any form of thought
any kind of human insight, any manner of fundamental and prophetic
criticism of life, which might not be made visible on the stage.”” If this
be granted, it must also be allowed that certain themes, however skil-
fully presented, cannot awaken a dramatic response in the breast of the
giant public. This play, which recalls to us Lytton’s novel Zanoni,
will, by the nature of its subject, appeal to only an eclectic few.

Amnthropos treats of the progress of a human soul, impeded by tem-
poral attractions and the onslaughts of fleshly lusts, in its upward struggle
to spiritual regeneration. Ho Nikon (''The Conqueror”) has to subju-
gate He Phren, his elder brother and rival (the Lower mind, ''The Beast"'),
before he can win and become one with Noesis (Direct Cognition). ™ s
triumphant at length, with the aid of Dianoia (Philosophic Reas.p
despite the deductions and treachery of Epithumia ("*The Red Dragon of
Desire”’) and Akrasia (Sensuality, '“The False Seer’’). An old theme,
but the author has re-dressed it to fine effect ; so that all those who can
focus their inner vision to lofty perceptions will derive from the perusal
of this play both pleasure and profit. It is a noble effort; we think,
however, having had practical experience of the stage, that it reads better
than it is likely to act, for the dramatist in Mr. Romayne not infrequent
vields precedence to the philosopher.

There is a helpful glossary at the end of the volume, which might,
perhaps, have been a little more extensive, “‘Io evaho !"" for instance,
may be puzzling to those unacquainted with the Bacchanalian formula,

Fravk LiNp.




bR o 33 oul OF-this symposiom: informs us that

"It is customary with ys Hindus to commence a literary work or compi-

" €Xcellent nianuai o aun‘tnz. any undertaking worth the name, with an
through physical Postures, breathing exercises, psychic training, healing
methods, use of symbols, astral Projection, astral sight, and the parts

Played by diet, sex, love and death in the occult life,

He advises students to face the magnetic North when performing any
Pk ervises, and to lie on their right side with the right arm folded pode,
,“wne head when going to sleep. He gives precise details of the famous

come within the orbit of my experience. The way to occult Power runs
along the edge of a Precipice, and ‘dmm3 who want this kind of thing ought
41 .



= saustipline which embraces
remaining in difficult postures, holding the breath, strictly limiting the
diet, abstaining from sexual intercourse, avoiding the company of other
people, and training the mind in severe concentration. It may be said,
however, that this form of Yoga is the hardest which exists, and that other
and more attractive forms can be pursued which make much less demand
on their followers,

Amazing rewards are promised to the Yogi who will endure this disci-
pline : ‘*To him there is no disease, death, intellectual torpor, sleep, hunger,
thirst or clouding of the intellect. He is not affected by any disease ; he
is not affected by any karma ; and Time has no power overhim.” He will
arouse the serpent-fire, the mysterious kumdalini, which will confer extra-
ordinary occult powers upon the adept as it forces its upward way along
the spinal column. Wrinkles will no longer be seen upon kis brow, how-
ever old he may be, and grey hairs will disappear from his head. He will
attain a mystical state wherein he will experience joy beyond all description
and wisdom beyond all telling.

So many of the exercises given consist of varying manipulations of the
breath that the strictures which I have made in the case of M, Guyot's
book must naturally apply here also, and with redoubled force. The
dangers are infinitely greater here because the Hatha Yoga Pradipika was
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5t never intended for indiscriminate Publication, but was kept a closely
“~.  Buarded secret book among the Yogis unti] quite recent times, and even

.. then it was usually personally explained by teacher to pupil. Without

" » this personal commentary it is pot Possible for an wnaided student to
TBAC obtain a correct understanding of the obscure allusions which the book

I I 2 contains, Iam quite certain, however, that the rewards promised to the
che uccessful Hatha Yogi i Only two

Whe years ago Reuters gave wide publicity in the Western Press to the case of

1 fro: Narasingha Swami, a Hatha Yogi who could swallow the deadliest poisons

1 The last book which turns my thought towards the lands of the rising
Sun comes from the Picturesque Indian town of Gorakhpur and is called

& The Ka!yam7ﬁalpak:m God Number (2% rupees). It is a 300-page symp-
™t posium of essays by Indian writers, issued to show that lofty concepts of the
% Deity are stil] current among cultured adherents of the different Indian

4 religions, The volume opens with brief representative prayers of the

$! Hindusg, Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, Muhammedans, Zoroastrians and Chris-

€ lation, or, for that matter, any undertakiug worth the name, with an
4 invocation of the Lord’s blessing.”’

Pundit M. M, Malaviya, one of Benares’ most renowned scholars

he oldest literary monuments of the world. Even European scholars
7 g Imit that the Riguedy is at least €000 years old and that an older boolk
- [does not exist in the libraries of the worlg ** Firoze C, Davar suggests
‘that the possession of intellect is man’s sfortune as well as privilege
+ because it is Lnpossibie to know God rationally, and that it is only by
* intuition that he can come to apprehend and realize the nature of God,
“Fancy and imagination, dreams and visions, verse and poetry, enable us
to have adistant flash of the King of the Darlc Chamber, whose halls are
jealously closed to those who do not belong to the Inner Circle.” Swami

o now- «mm_Dayanand dicloses 5 glimpse of the changing conditions in modern India
s when he mentyns, apropos of Soviet Russia’s dismantling of churches and
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power, devotion, latent perfection and deathlessness. A Zoroastrian may -
not separate his religion from his daily life, but must live his religion in his

thoughts and acts. Sir S. Radhakrishnan, the distinguished philosopher, sl
points out that the essence of Hindu religion is its insistence on the reality e -
of spiritual experience. ‘‘We are at grips with reality in the inner depths

of the soul. ; i i

heersny does not want a definition of God. Nothing can disturb his sense

of certainty.” Nevertheless, for the sake of ordinary human beings who

are religious at second hand, Hinduism offers a graduated scale of interpre-

tations from the most exalted down to the most crudely materialistic.

One of the shortest yet most valuable contributions to this sympasiumf
comes from the fluent pen of Sahabji Maharaj of Dayalbagh, the brilliant
Head of the Radhaswamis—a cult with over one hundred thousand fol-
lowers in India. My stay as his guest remains in my memory as an exceed-
ingly pleasurable and highly illuminative experience. He writes: ‘““The
scientists and philosophers who frequent the gilded galleries of the Royal
Societies of Great Britain as well as the wild pygmies of South America
living in dark forests, have moments alike when their minds feel prone to
prostrate before the majesty of that Supreme Invisible Power. Yet we
cannot overlook the fact that there are hundreds and thousands of people
in the world who do not believe in the existence of God. In taking this
position they do not know that they are endowed with faculties of per-
ception which are dormant, but which are infinitely superior to the physical
senses.”” The writer goes on to explain that these faculties can be awakened
by means of appropriate exercises, with the result that spiritual currents
emanating from God impinge upon them and God-perception takes place
in the same way as does the perception of the sun when its rays impinge on
our eyes.

The Cosmic Awakening, by Christopher Pleydell-Bouverie (London :
Williams & Norgate, 7s. 6d.), is a curious work which mingles the theory
of relativity with psychology, evolution, mysticism, economics, and
national development. It is definitely ‘‘highbrow'’, and makes stiff
reading, even for those who may be accustomed to books written in a drjge
manner upon dry subjects. Mr. Bouverie’s main concern appears to Ix
with the necessity for an all-round change in the English scheme of life,
and it is in order to indicate and justify this change that he has bronght in
Einstein’s ideas for moral support. But his mmm,
his analogies and similes are drawn from the colourless atmosphere of the
laboratory, and his consideration of the problems of national welfare is
somewhat de-humanized. Nevertheless, when one has grasped the essen-
tial purport of his theories, it becomes clear that the author has put in a
great deal of independent thinking. D

He makes frequent reference to the necessity of individual effort and
initiative ; ‘I wish to emphasize that my Divinity is = source, nothing
more, and that our progress, health and happiness as a species, as with an
individual, depend entirely upon ourselves and not »n some benevolent f
spook or by reference to a gentleman’s help of an- sort or description, J
providential, all-seeing or otherwise.”” He would i:crease the purchasing
power of the country to balance with its producti-e power, and he would

Gy SRy ——
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< no hesitate to transform our banking system in the process. Production
ani distribution would no longer serve as mere mediums for the exchange
of money, if Mr. Bouverie had his way.

In the sphere of religion, the author is very critical of traditional out-
looks. He seems to regard churches as sentimental or poetical institutions
and thinks that the working out of humanly satisfactory systems of society
is a better way of spiritual expression, because of the overwhelming influ-
ence of environment in shaping our minds. Hence he would employ man’s
whole being objectively. It is not that Mr. Bouverie is a materialist : far
from it, for he wholeheartedly believes in the spiritual factor we call
intuition. He feels that we owe something to posterity and that we ought
to do something for the children who are to come ; he believes that the

#sst method of bringing the Kingdom of Heaven nearer to them is to
"~ peovide them with a finer social system into which they can be born.

The leader of three recent East African archeological expeditions
has written the most attractive and most readable book on anthropology I
have yet seen. It is entitled Adam's Ancestors (Methuen, 7s. 6d.), and
Dr. Leakey has put into it science’s last word upon the beginnings of man.
In fact he has done for anthropology what Sir James Jeans has done for
astronomy, making available for the layman some of that highly interesting
knowledge which fills the brain of the specialist in prehistorical research.

Dr. Leakey has established his position in scientific circles as a leading
authority on the Stone Age, but this book will make his work known to

g~ that large public which avidly reads scientific ‘‘Outlines’’, His picture of

:arly man’s environment is full of ‘‘reasons-why'’. He gives the piece of

deductive logic which enables the anthropologist to choose the correct

sites for profitable excavation ; and he shows how the expert marshals all
the correlated items of knowledge which enable him to interpret his findings.

He explains, for example, something which I have never before seen

explained—how it is possible to distinguish between a piece of flint which

aas been chipped by a Stone Age man and one which has been chipped by
the mere elements of Nature. He makes plain the detective work which
discovers climatic changes of the past merely by studying gravel beds.

And finally he describes the spectacular discoveries of fossil skulls which

2 taken place during the last few years.

~ The death of Alfred Vout Peters this year has removed from the Spiritu-
dist movement one of its best-known pioneers. He possessed amazing
aculties of mediumship which played an important part in convincing Sir
~Oliver Lodge of the truth of human survival. But he was more than a
medium, for the study of occultism engaged his scanty leisure, and I shall
miss his witty discussions of the subject in that small room which he

reserved for the purpose, and which contained a large portrait of H, P,
" Blavatsky, ‘‘the Russian Sphinx’’, whom he adored.

Vout Peters was the means of brjaging about a strange but fine friend-
ship between Mr. Wallis Mansford, |$ecretary of the London Institution,
and Rupert Brooke, the famous sdldier-poet, after the latter’s passing.
It came about in this way. In 1922 [fIr. Mansford attended a public meet-
ing for clairvoyance at the British|College of Psychic Science. Vout-
Peters gave him the following m ; ““With you is the spirit of a young

2G
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man of extraordinary physical uty, clear-cut features, thick hur, *
intellectually brilliant, strong magnetic personality. I see him in a
beautiful garden, wearing a flannel fuit. He had a mannerism of sitting,

in a chair with the arms folded apd facing the back. Have you no: a
photograph of him in your home i this position ?*

Mr. Mansford replied that he hjd no such photograph, but on reaching F
home he searched among his paper once more and then discovered Rupert
Brooke's picture, with the poet sitfing in a gavden in identically the same
position as that mentioned by Peteps. Now Mr. Mansford had never mét
Brooke, but had felt greatly a
to the world through his poems find tragic death; and it was Brooke's
mother who had once given him this photograph. The affair was a good
test of the accuracy of Peters’ glairvoyance, for I should add that {,‘r"\_‘_
medium also told Mr. Mansford | *‘The spirit with you is one who Greu
abroad during the War fairly young. The climate is warm, and in his
closing hours he suffered from |thirst. An anniversary associated with
him is very near.”” Rupert Bropke died on a hospital ship in the Mediter-
ranean, and his birthday anniversary occurred only five days before the
mediom gave this message !

Suffice to say that this was the beginning of Mr, Mansford's deepef
investigations into Spiritualism with several other mediums, and of a series
of psychic experiences which brought him many communications from
Brookes" spirit, as well as from James Elroy Flecker, another famous
soldier-poet who has passed on. The story of all these interesting happen- s,
ings is told by Mr. Mansford in a little book, Bridging Two Worlds
(Rider, 5s.).

PauvL BrRuNTON.

A SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE : The Living Garment of God. By Thomas
Ames. London: Arthur H. Sockwell. 6s. net.

Mr. AmES has given a thoughtful view of what he terms the Active and
Passive elements of the Universe. In common with most recent writers
who attempt to define the position of man in his relation to the state 01
things existing round him, he concludes that the bases of the univer-g
“spirit’’. He differs from some of the scientists and philosophers of to

in his aasumptron thta the ultimate essence or spirit of which the uruvc rse,
as we observe it, is the outer vestore is dual in its nature. He is led to this
conclusion by the prevalence of the principle of polarity, the active and
passive elements which he considers as opposite aspects of one Fundamental
Reality, Mr. Ames has presented many points which invite consideration,
and stimulate thought, but his style of writing is not so lucid as one could
wish in following him through so many speculative and intricate proposi-
tions.

-

P. 5. WELLBY.

to his personality as it became known™
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“LiFe is a dull business,”” Israel Zangwill observed. ‘‘Seventy years is
a long time to go on dressing and undressing oneself. Married people
put it down to matrimony and the unmarried to celibacy, but it’s life
itself I""  Yet here is a brightly written book which shows you how to get
enough out of life to enable you to greet it each day with a smile. Person-
ality, by Marjorie B. Greenbie, Ph.D., (Lovat Dickson, 10s. 6d.), is the
work of a woman who has gone among her fellows carrying the lamp
of psychological understanding in her hand. She has seen, by its illumina-
tion, how and why some persons get more of happiness, success, love and
wisdom out of existence than others. She offers no cheap-jack method
of self-culture, such as certain teachers of American origin have offered
us, but a sanely considered study of the effective factors which have
distinguished attractive or successful individuals from the times of
Cleopatra to our own. One can call her book sane, because she does not
exaggerate any single factor as being the whole secret of personality, but
instead, gives the proper weight to each element. Take one instance.
She realizes that spiritual attractiveness does not cancel out a physical
defect, but only outshines it.

Mrs. Greenbie writes approvingly of the modern desire for strong
and beautiful bodies, for the soul of man receives from its fleshy house
as well as gives. She even applauds the efforts of women who call in the
aid of art to assist nature, since good looks strew roses in one’s path
through life. She passes on to that quest of love, upon which most human
beings embark. ‘‘Everyone aspires to a supreme love affair, but there are
few enough who find it,’” is her comment. The author offers numerous
hints on acquiring some of the graces of social charm but she can offer
no final secret of that which, to the occult student, seems to lie in the hands
of destiny alone. She arrives at last at the ultimate question : *“Who am
I#"" and finds an answer in the supreme experience of conversion, in the
enthra]lmg moment when one realizes the spmtual ba.sm of one's nature.

space to mstzuc’hvc: or pre:dxctwe a.rtmles
a.dvertlsmg columns pnnt the announce-

papers do not heslmte to devo a
on the stellar smence. and thei

have not neglected to ensure U steady supply of books on the subject.
1t is a pity that they do not hold their hands sometimes and refrain from
issuing works of dubious value. Such a one is The Stars and your Future,
by Leonid (Herbert Jenkins, 2s. 6d.). Considering that there are 255
pages of text bound in a neat cloth cover, it is remarkable value for the
half-crown, but excess of quantity will never atone for deficiency of quality.
My plaint against this book is that it attempts to give a reading of one’s
personality and prospects upon the meagre data of the birthday alone,
without time, place or year. Hund;-gds of persons are born on January 1st
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in the same year, who differ greatly in character and fortunes. The only
way to distinguish between them is to secure their birth-hours and birth-
places. How much more is the difference between those born on January
1st, 1033, and those who uttered their first cry on January 1st, 1833 !

To prove my point I will select some sample readings from the book
itself. Take November 14th. ‘‘All your days you will be a pioneer of
new thoughts and new processes.”” This date happens to be the birthday
of Larwood, the famous cricketer. Does the description fit him ? Still
more striking is the discrepancy between the reading for Adolf Hitler's
birthday and the true facts about the energetic German dictator. ‘“You
delve into the secrets of nature,’”” Leonid tells him, ‘‘and the subject of
geology is very fascinating to you. You should engage in topographical
work.”” Not a word about politics ! Mr. Lloyd George, born on January
17th, is advised to refrain from building up ambitions because: ““You
are naturally an attendant upon the greater,” while Sir James Jeans, born
on September 11th, receives no suggestion to raise his head towards the
stars ; instead, he is told to take up work in the steel industry |

It is a pity that Leonid did not try to check his theories with a few
simple facts such as I have given. Astrology has enough to do to combat
sceptics, let alone the foolish ones inside its own ranks.

Though there is not a line about mountaineering in Dr. George S.
Arundale’s latest book, he has called it Mount Everest. Its Spiritual
Attainment. (Theosophical Press, $1.50). He takes his title in the spirit
of symbolism from the name of Asia’s mightiest peak. Dr. Arundale is
prominent enough among officials of the Theosophical Society to justify
one's regarding his book as a statement of Adyar Theosophic teaching
to-day.

His chief concerns in these pages are with discipleship, aspiration,
and the refinement of thought and emotions. Although the avowed
purpose of this book is inspirational, 1 must frankly confess that it leaves
me spiritually as lethargic as it found me. It is not that the thoughts do

not find an echo in the heart, so much as thata stale air of platitude seems to |

pervade the chapters. The essence of the book is that the hope of becoming
a disciple of a Master has brought many people into the T.S. Before
this can take place certain precedent conditions must be fulfilled. Dr.
Arundale talks familiarly of the Masters and describes a meeting of the
Great White Lodge, He adds: ‘I remember my first conscious meeting
with the Master K.H., now about twenty-five years ago. The years have
passed and, as I know Him to-day, it would be as if He had changed out of
all recognition. The Master K.H. is now an infinitely different being
from what He was.” I cannot understand this curious statement
Possibly my conception of what constitutes a Master, may differ from that
of Dr. Arundale.

The book proceeds to trace the effect of continued aspiration upon

thought and feeling, and closes with a strange paragraph : ‘“You are never i

encouraged to ask questions or to bring your troubles to the Elder Brethren,
vou have Buddhic, Nirvanic and Monadic consciousness at your disposal,
ultimately but not afar off. Get to work to see all these laws more clearly.”

experience and
layman as for
Appreciation of
Sexual Develop

ing Sleep, Ints
Events, Heredi
Dr. Gillespid

. There
of recollected
egoism, subtle
birth ‘does not
philosophical, 1
The other
Gillespie has la
psychology of
accepting the
thorough this

Ancient Wisdg
of occult teack

exhibits, asno
bjr"Olga", id
Gruss'', as we
trifl -
played at ‘‘he
mt; hov
Bulletin, whic
Harry Price's
185, which si




fortunes. The only
irth-hours and birth-

will be a pioneer of
ns to be the birthday
ion fit him ? Still
g for Adolf Hitler's
man dictator. ‘"You
“and the subject of
pag n topograpmcal
ge, born on January
ions because: ‘“You
Bir James Jeans, born
his head towards the
dustry 1
s theories with a few
gh to do to combat

ing in Dr. George S.
Everest. Iis Spiritual
g his title in the spirit
ak. Dr. Arundale is
al Society to justify
Theosophic teaching

scipleship, aspiration,
Although the avowed
confess that it leaves
that the thoughts do
of platitude seems to
t the hope of becoming
nto the T.S. Before
nust be fulfilled. Dr.

. The years have
e had changed out of
m different being

his curious statement
, may differ from that

inued aspiration upon
aph : ““You are never
to the Elder Brethren.
spess at }'O‘m' diswsa-la

¢ laws more clearly."’

“tegoism, subtle vanity or imagination run riot.

UNDER THE READING LAMP 55
The scope of The Mind in Daily Life, by R. D. Gillespie, (Methuen,
8s. 6d.), is sufficiently indicated by its title. Dr. Gillespie is Physician
for Psychological Medicine at Guy's Hospital and out of his wealth of
experience and study he has written this work, alike for the intelligent
layman as for the medical student. The chapters deal respectively with
Appreciation of the External World, Development of the Self, Love and
Sexual Development, Nature of Intelligence, Day-dreaming, Dreaming dur-
ing Sleep, Inter-relations of Mental Events, Relation of Mental and Bodily
Events, Heredity, Temperament, Childhood, Adolescence and Adult Life,
Dr. Gillespie makes reference to the doctrine of rebirth, which he treats
as a phantasy arising out of the tendency to day-dreaming among certain
types. There is sound basis for his criticism when applied to the cases
#of recollected pre-existence which belong to the categories of exaggerated
But the doctrine of re-
birth ‘does not depend for its acceptance upon such cases. We possess
philosophical, religious and logical sanctions for it.

The other subjects are treated in a manner which reveal that Dr.
Gillespie has largely accepted Freud’s theory of interpretation and Adler’s
psychology of the ego. Nevertheless he has not gone to the extreme of
accepting the former’s fantastic notions of infantile sexuality. However
thorongh this book may be from its author’s standpoint, it necessarily
Jacks that deeper insight into human nature which comes from occult and
mystical meditation.

PauL BRUNTON.

BurLETIN IV. An account of Some Further Experiments with Rudi
Schneider. London: The National Laboratory of Psychical
Research, South Kensington. 10s. or $2.50 net.

ONE could wish this book in the hands of almost every student of the

Ancient Wisdom, as it is an invaluable scientific document—a vindication

of occult teachings relative to psychical and abnormal phenomena. The

Bulletin purports to be a minute-by-minute record of the snortings, blow-

ings, moanings, and clonic movements of Rudi Schneider as he entered

trance, and some of it is exceedingly dull and tedious reading. But it
exhibits, as nothing else could, the stupid and inane requirements demanded
by ''Olga’’, his so-called “'control’’, whom the sitters greeted by ''Gott zum

Gruss'’, as well as by enthusiastic shouts of ‘‘bravo’* after each petty and

trifling phenomenon. Jazz gramophone records (O Katharina) were also

played at *‘her’’ request.

What, however, is particularly interesting is the Introduction to the
Bulletin, which describes the paraphernalia employed in the laboratory.
Harry Price's chapter on ‘‘Breaking Control'’, and the conclusion on page
‘]:85. which summarizes most succinctly the phenomena of the twenty-
seven seances. One vitally important piece of equipment present through-
out was the photographic apparatus operated automatically by an electric
circuit, which recorded a series of extraordinary photographs reproduced
in the Bulletin. Among other things, they give a view of the test conditions
established in the séance-room. They show Harry Price controlling the
violent clonic movements of the medium in trance, the apportation of a
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handkerchief from a box-table, the bulging outwards from the cabu
of a pair of curtains weighing 14 lbs., etc. Last, but most assuredly .
least, there are photographs automatically recorded at the twenty-
sitting indicating fraud on the part of Rudi Schneider ; for it can cleu =
be seen that the left hand has been disengaged from control ; thus w
ever phenomena occurred during that particular séance, lose their va.
because of this alleged trickery.

This discovery obviously upset Harry Price very considerably ; but
he remarks, philosophically, that although it may well be alleged that the
medium did on one oceasion resort to trickery—and this is proved by the
photographs—nevertheless some of the phenomena which did occur at
other of the séances were undoubtedly genuine. Of this series of séances,
some seventeen were negative, and Harry Price is forced to conclude tha’
Rudi Schneider is swiftly losing his power.

1. REGARDIE.

Tue ELEMENTS OF HEAVEN. Script received by Marjorie Livingston.
Author of The New Nuctemeron, etc. London : Wright & Brown.
Pp. 158. Price 4s. 6d. net.

CHRONOLOGICALLY, this is the first of four books received inspirationally

by the same medium. The present script will have a double appeal to

Spiritualists, as it is said to be communicated by Zabdiel, a spirit-entity

—,

familiar to all readers of the Vale Owen Script. *I hear Zabdiel's voice g

as clearly as I hear a voice speaking through a telephone,’” Mrs. Livingston
explains : yet on the jacket of The Elements of Heaven it is granted, a
little contradictively, that these messages are coloured by the medium’s
mentality. Thus a critic has the ground cut from under him ; since
it is well-nigh impossible for any to decide, save the medium herself,
who is responsible for each opinion advanced.

Zabdiel’s teaching is, in conformity with his mode of expression,
mostly of a precious and pretentious type; he is ever, as it were, “‘on
tiptoe for a flight”, but seldom rises above the level of a flowery, and
sometimes rather sickly, emotionalism. While we quite appreciate the

honesty of presenting the matter just as it came through, we feel, none -

the less, that these communications would have lost nothing by a little
judicious editing. However, those who have enjoyed reading other
volumes of Mrs. Livingston’s “‘inspirational” writing will, without ques-
tion, derive equal pleasure from the perusal of this one.

Frank LIND,

THE SAMARITAN ORAL Law AND ANCIENT TrADITIONS. Vol. 1.
SaMARITAN EscHaToLoGY. By Moses Gaster, Ph.D. Demi 8vo,
Pp. 278. London: The Search Publishing Co. 12s. 6d.

Ix the field of scholarship generally, little or nothing is known about

the Samaritans, for which reason a work by Dr. Gaster on this subject

is doubly welcome. He has been in close touch with the high priests

and learned men of the Samaritans for some thirty-five years, and has,
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? Our attitude towards death provides

also a significant hint as to our attitude towards life. Why is it that
. the belief in man’s immortality is so nearly universal that *‘we have no
reliable record of a tribe or nation or religion in which it does not prevail”’
—a point which emerges from James T. Addison’s scholarly work, Life
Beyond Death in the Beliefs of Mankind (Allen and Unwin, 8s. 64.) ? The
author proves this point by laying the whole world under tribute for his
study, and then skilfully marshalling many little-known facts.

The prevailing view among primitive races was that the soul took the
shape and resemblance of the body. The early Chinese, the Fijians, and
the Hurons, however, thought that there were two souls, one which later
took flight to higher worlds and another which haunted the dismal grave.
This is not dissimilar from the belief of present-day occultists. The
Bororos of Brazil, moreover, believed that the human spirit could fly
out of the body in dreams. This, too, is curiously reminiscent of the
astral-plane travelling accepted as a fact by most modern theosophists.

A custom common among peoples so far apart as the ancient Romans
and the modern Eskimos is the annual Festival of the Dead. Once every
year the dead were brought into presumed contact with the living by
special rites, designed to give them a reverent welcome. Another interest-
ing thing is that the idea of reincarnation is held by many ‘‘savage'' peoples.
Nearly all the aboriginal tribes of Central Australia, for instance, accept
this doctrine as naturally as they accept the air they breathe. The
writer retells an anecdote concerning a white man who was identified by
»—  an old native woman as her dead son come to life.

Much curious lore in connection with the heavens, hells, and purgatories
of widely differing races has been collected by Mr. Addison. His book
carries more than a hint that where there has been so much smoke of
faith in immortality, there must have been some fire of evidential fact.

A slim volume comes to hand under a familiar title. Science and
Health (Revised), by Mary Baker Eddy, spiritually transcribed by Alma
Morrow (Wright and Brown, zs. 64.), purports to be a posthumous dictation
by the famous founder of Christian Science. Mrs. Morrow states that the
latter’s astral form came to her with an insistent message to the millions
of Christian Scientists throughout the world. The message is that they
should straightway appoint Mrs. Morrow to the leadership of the C.S.
Church, and that they should accept the new teachings presented in these
pages—teachings which largely cancel or contradict those which have
been spread for nearly sixty years. Stripped of their words, they reduce
themselves to a combination of Spiritualism, Spiritual Healing, and
Theosophy. There is nothing in them that has not been said a hundred
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times before, though here they are phrased in trenchant sentences, One
regrets that neither in the style nor the matter can one find sufficient
that is reminiscent of Mrs, Eddy, while a deeper probing is more uncon-
vincing still,

The publishers establish a dangerous precedent by giving this book
the same-title as Mrs. Eddy's world-famous text-book, and by boldly
proclaiming her as author in heavy type on the paper jacket. If this sort
of thing is to be practised, what is there to stop anyone issuing a book
entitled The Tempest, by William Shakespeare, spiritually transcribed by-
Timothy Smith—a book giving forth Mr. Smith’s feeble attempt at
versification as the real inspired poetry of the Stratford bard ? This is
not to say that some true teachings cannot be found in Mrs. Morrow’s /
hook. One regrets again that she is either the victim of her own lack of *
self-understanding or else, accepting the Spiritualist hypothesis, of some
impish sprite, when she attributes the authorship to Mary Baker Eddy.

Apropos of Spiritualism it is interesting to find that the famous
medium, Mr. Horace Leaf, has lately been employing his leisure in writing
fiction. His world-wide travels have provided him with sufficient material,
without a doubt, but it is whispered that the story of Ahmed's Daughter
(Wright and Brown, 6s.) was really confided to him by a spirit as a piece
of autobiography. The scene is set in India, land of mystery and magic.
Picturesque figures pass through the book. A lank, emaciated fakir brings
a fortune to someone who bestows alms upon him, A miracle-working
sadhu causes stones to fall out of the air at a man’s feet, while himself
appearing and vanishing in a distant room. Nikah, a Moslem’s daughter, _~
enacts the part of hercine. Before the hero can gratify his love and
marry her, he has to overcome the hostility of enemies and the perverseness
of fate. A tale containing plenty of thrilling incident and weird characters.

Those who care for the subtle philosophies which come from the East
may like to read a curious Indian book by S. Bart Lal, M.A,, entitled
Light on the Anand Yog (Radhasawami Dham, Mirzapur, 4 rupees). It
explains a few of the doctrines of a cult called the Radhasawami Faith,
whose members practise a system of Yoga based on the hearing of inner  m,
psychic music. It is claimed that by tracing this sound to its source, they
ultimately arrive in the presence of God. In H.P.B.'s Voice of the Silence
we learn of the various sounds which are heard internally by the practising
student, and Mr. Lal's book will help to make the rationale of this **Sound
Yoga" a little clearer, though he guardedly gives little practical guidance.

Bekold the Man ! (Fowler, 6s.) contains thoughts which are doubtless
elevating, frequently true and certainly optimistic, but the literary expres-
sion falls pantingly behind them. It is written by Walter Lanyon, but
there is an excessive sentimentality and exuberant emotionalism about
its pages which must inevitably repel any man of normal intellectuality —
and educated restraint. The phrase ‘It is wonderful I’ for instance, recurs
nearly three hundred times in a book of two hundred-odd pages. Mr.
Lanyon belongs to the tribe of New Thought lecturers who preach the
gospel of health, wealth, and holiness. He is tremendously enthusiastic,
and if his statements lack healthy balance, they at least possess the cheer.
ful element of vitality.
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“I HAVE gone right back to babyhood. I can see myself as a baby, the
body being apparently inside me. I am conscious also of the external
extension, which must be the Future, which is pulling me all the time."
Thus Mr. Geoffrey Hodson in his new book, Some Experiments in Four
Dimensional Vision (Rider & Co., 65.), which has been written in collabor-
ation with Alexander Horne. The volume records with all the precision
of a laboratory worker a number of experiments wherein the well-known
Theosophical seer applies his clairvoyant powers to research, mainly into
geometrical problems. Mr. Horne played the part of a verbatim recorder,
beside supplying a mathematical interpretation of his notes for the purposes
of this book.

The object which was examined during the experiments was a cube
(that favourite theme of the four-dimensional theorists), and its appearance
under etheric and astral vision is lucidly described. The quotation I have
given comes from the record of the fifth and final experiment, possibly the
most interesting one, where an effort was made to discover the nature of
time. The answer appears in the form of a symbol, a kind of hour-glass,
the present being the narrow joint, while the past and future are the two
containers. The latter appear to be equal in size and importance.

The seer confesses to difficulty in forming a clearly cut conception of
the fourth-dimensional condition, but his findings will certainly assist
those who seek a connection between astral vision and Hinton's famous
theory. Claude Bragdon, the distingnished American protagonist of this
theory, offers, in the Introduction, a personal tribute to Mr. Hodson's
clairvoyance. He also indicates the importance of experiments along the
lines of those described in this book.

“‘From far back the mathematical reality of the fourth and higher dimen-
sions has never been in question, but with their entrance into physical
theory the query inevitably arises: Are there ‘worlds’ corresponding to
these higher dimensions—is there any body for this mathematical soul ?
If, for the geometrico-mathematical definition of phenomena of this order,
a four-dimensional system of co-ordinates is necessary, it is a natural
inference that "the astral world’ is four-dimensional.”

In this connection, it must be remembered by non-Theosophists that
the etheric vision which a few clairvoyants possess can penetrate, not the
astral world, but only a finer grade of physical matter. Therefore we
should expect the etheric examination of the cube to reveal it as being still
within the confines of perspective, and Mr. Hodson reports affirmatively.
His ability to extend his vision still further into the astral world should
free him from the usual physical limitations so that the three-dimensional
cube would completely disappear from consciousness. He says, however :
“The first phenomenon as astral vision 1s turned on, is of the extended

edges,”” One accepts the genuine nature of Mr. Hodson's superncrmal
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sight, but one must query whether he has named its penetrative power
correctly. Everyone interested in solving these fascinating problems
should read the book describing in detail his unusual and pioneer researches,

Another person possessed of exceptional gifts was the late William N.
Pogson, F.RI1.B.A. He was highly suceessful in discovering the location
of hidden water, gold, silver, copper and other substances, His widow has
compiled his valuable notes into a booklet, The Art of Water Finding
(British Society of Dowsers, 1s. 84.), which is packed with useful infor-
mation about his methods, and makes a most important contribution.
There is an increasing interest in Dowsing nowadays, and several Govern-
ments have given it official recognition.

Mr. R. H. Naylor must be a happy man among astrologers. To him
goes the credit of bringing the ancient science before the notice of millions
of people through a Sunday newspaper. He has builtup the most flourish-
ing astrological connection in the Empire, on the basis of Cheiro's widely
known professional practice, which he took over. Now he has written a
book, a non-technical work for the large class of general readers who have
become aware that there is ‘something in astrology” after all. Itis packed
with just those tit-bits of curious lore likely to fascinate them. Home
Astrology (Hutchinson & Co., 3s. 6d.), will fill a popular demand, but it may
also annoy those exacting students who are themselves deeply versed in the
science. Indeed, the author suspects this, for he writes in the preface :
“ am afraid much that is set down herein will arouse the criticism of
astrological purists and pundits.” However, it takes all sorts to make a
world. Those who want their astrology in the form of light confectionery
are quite entitled to have it.

The principal subjects which Mr. Naylor discusses, from an astrological
standpoint, are Health, Personal Magnetism, Romance, The Best Hus-
band, The Best Wife, Timing Activities to the Best Advantage, Signs,
Omens, Prognostication from Bodily Feelings, Suitable Vocations, When to
Travel, and Dreams. Subject to the proviso that if one sets up an exact
horoscope for the time of birth the readings given in this book will be
considerably modified, the volume may well be recommended as an enter-
taining, instructive and useful one.

A French book which has never before been translated is Noel
Taillepied’s Traite de I'Apparition des Esprits. A beautifully produced
edition is now offered by the Fortune Press, under the title of A Treatise of
Ghosts (215.). Roughly speaking, the author was contemporary with our
Queen Elizabeth. He was so brilliant a scholar, so admirable an orator,
and so ascetic a Capuchin monk, that he was called by a poet ““the flower of
Pontoise’’. The learned Father devotes his first chapter to giving a few
resounding literary whacks on the unfortunate heads of those who have the
temerity to doubt the existence of spirits. Itis refutation enough for him
that the Biblical books and the writings of early Church dignitaries con-
tain many accounts of extraordinary apparitions and marvellous hap-
penings. Those sceptics who cannot digest these stories are roundly called
“sottish Epicureans”, “‘windy charlatans with empty heads”, and ““so-called
philosophers”’.

The object of the author is quaintly set forth as follows : ““There are
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verily and indeed Spirits and Phantoms which sometimes appear to men,
and not unseldom we are confronted with most unexpected supernatural
occurrences. Other portents and presages also may in God's mercy foretell
some future event, so that we shall be better prepared. It is good, there-
fore, to know how we must conduct ourselves upon these occasions.”

Worthy Monsieur Taillepied roams through the Old and New Testa-

ments, Greek and Latin histories, and medieval French and Italian writers
for instances of peculiar manifestations, ordinarily inexplicable. It is this
illustrative habit of his which gives the book its interest ; for the narrow
theological opinions which are plentifully interspersed will-net-exeite-the—
+ + ¥ Mr. Montague Summers
deserves a tribute for his careful editing and valuable commentary, which
enhance the worth of this curious volume.

I have reserved for final mention two important works which demanded
close and lengthy reading. The first is the Bishop of Birmingham'’s compre-
hensive survey of modern science—Scientific Theory and Religion (Cam-
bridge Univ. Press, 25s.). The spirit which has actuated the author in
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composing this massive volume is the effort to satisfy man’s rational need
of relating his understanding of Nature and the Universe with his belief in
God. Science has changed the background of thought of the modern
theologian ; but only men of the calibre of Dr. Barnes have the courage to
come forward and frankly admit this change. He has gathered into one
volume the latest pronouncements of scientific pundits who are working in
widely different departments. The descriptions given of the Electrical
Theory of Matter, the Origin of Life, the Geological Record, the Evolution
of Animals and Mendelism, Riemann's General Theory of Space, and
Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity are written with as careful regard
for accuracy as for lucidity.

Dr. Barnes is a keen student of Riemann’'s geometry, To Riemann, a
ray of light passed right round the universe and eventually returned to its

starting point. This brings forward the theory that space is finite.
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Einstein cleverly uses Riemann’s geometry—which will puzzle the ordinary
man whose thinking is purely Euclidean—and fuses both space and time in
his theory of Relativity. Matter is then transformed into energy, and both
matter and light become nothing more substantial than energy propagated
as waves through space. The student of occultism will be interested in
the converse hypothesis that, as matter may be dissolved into radiation, so
it may be built up through the condensation of radiant energy into atoms.
This is held by Millikan to be the actual cause of the cosmic rays. Cosmic
radiation is extremely penetrative, and occultists may see in it a force used
by beings on other spheres and planets to transmit influences to our own
and other parts of the solar system,

In the chapters bearing on philosophy, Dr. Barnes reiterates his empha-
tic arguments for the working of divine purpose behind the phenomena of
Nature, while he places Life and Mind as the supreme manifestations of
this divine activity. His philosophical position might fairly be described
as that of modified realism. He admits that objects exist independently
of finite minds, but denies that they can exist outside the relation of subject
and object ; their real existence is then in the Universal Mind, God.

2B
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It is a pity that the distinguished author dismisses the idea of rebirth
with a brief rebuttal of its claims and a few unflattering remarks about the
Hindoos. This wonderful concept is worth the deepest possible consider-
ation and examination. No other hypothesis offers such satisfactory
solutions of so many problems. Genius rises as an inexplicable pheno-
menon out of the serried ranks of mediocrity. Bespectacled historians
attempt to trace its pedigree by delving into the musty records of physical s
heredity, imagining that if a father or grandfather fail to spawn any genius
of his own, a great-grandfather or a great-granduncle must then be its true
begetters, Is this not more far-fetched than the doctrine of rebirth # The
fundamental differences between men explain themselves naturally when
viewed in the light of this idea. In the picturesque sentence of Bulwer
Lytton, “‘Age after age the spirit may shift its tent.”

The last book on my table is The History of Buddhist Thought by Edward
J. Thomas (Kegan Paul, 155.). It has been long needed. The study of .
early Buddhism bristles with many difficulties, and only a man of the
independent standpoint of Dr. Thomas could successfully separate mere
legend from solid truth. He is to be praised for the impartiality which he
shows to all the schools of thought, for his shrewdly critical valuations,
and for his close acquaintance with important texts and translations only
recently made available. The whole of his extensive knowledge of Buddhist
literature is condensed into this well-balanced volume.

Dr. Thomas does not hesitate to admit that Buddhism recognized and,
to some extent, adopted the yoga-practices it found already existing in
India. He thrusts aside the oft-made objection that the later Mahayana
developments in Tibet, China and Japan were a degeneration when, in W
many ways, they represented a religious and philosophical advance. He
ably refutes Oldenberg's hasty assertion that Nirvana means annihilation.
Colebrooke’s earlier interpretation of the term as “a state of happiness’ is
nearer the truth.

The best-known versions of Buddhism current in the West are based
on the traditions which flourish in Ceylon and Burma, and which have
been recorded in the Pali language. We now know that other traditions
existed which could equally claim to be the authentic teaching of the
Buddha. These belonged to the Sarvastivada school and were recorded in
Sanskrit. Unfortunately the ruthless stamping out of Buddhism in India
by its Brahmin and Muhammedan enemies has made it possible so far to s
find comparatively few of these Sanskrit texts.

PauL BRUNTON.

PuysicaL CULTURE. By Dr. Jai Chand Sharma. London: L. N.
Fowler & Co. 2s.

Tais booklet describes briefly over a score of physical exercises intended

to benefit health and to relieve certain ailments. Several exercises have

been taken from the Hatha Yoga system, while others appear to have -~
been drawn from the ordinances of the Vedic Scriptures on hygiene,
though the whole seems to have been revised in the light of modern
scientific knowledge.

J. F. LAWRENCE.
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struction might fail, These tales are old and familiar but their interest
ill never wear out. Numerous full-page pictures make them more
ilatable to youthful readers.

The writer relates how Joseph was brought before Pharaoh and then
[ds: ““Joseph said modestly it was not he who was able to understand
e meaning of dreams. This was given to him by spirit-guides.”’

Mrs. Stobart weaves her spiritualistic web around the old Biblical
imes right up to the days of Jesus and Paul.

Those who would like an introduction to a fascinating subject will
1d some interesting matter in Hypnotism Explained, by Alan Macey.
enland Press, 25.). 1 am afraid that the explanation will hardly go
sep enough for well-informed students, while the numerous cases cited
‘e all ancient history ; but Mr. Macey's book should be useful to those
ho would like to get a bird's-eye view of the subjects, in theory and prac-
e, which come within its scope. He has compressed within 130 pages
record of the illustrious experimenters in the art, from the astute Abbé
aria of old, to Doctor Milne Bramwell in our own day ; a description of
e various methods of inducing hypnosis current in different decades;
study of post-hypnotic effects, and a consideration of the practical uses
' hypnotism in medicine, surgery and education. The author is apt to
inimize the dangerous possibilities of hypnotic influence when wielded
r evil persons. The dangers arise less from professional hypnotists

n from secret ones. 1 knew three business men who successfully

‘tise the art on unsuspecting victims, but these cases never break into

aews nor get printed in books, Although the trance is admittedly
& deepest form of hypnotic phenomenon, skilful operators know how
get sufficient results without its aid.

— —————————

-

i

I have just finished reading a beautiful book, written in a style and
‘ound a theme reminiscent of the great Christian mystics. Curiously
ough it bears the same title as one of the books of collected sermons
ued many years ago by Bishop Phillips Brooks, that great American

stic whom Queen Victoria once invited to preach before her.

The Candle of the Lord. (Wright & Brown, 3s. 6d.) carries on its Hitlas, .

Ldba ssthamabir e asiiglou wusical world 1s sufficiently high to warrant

careful consideration of his pronouncements on the great composers and

of his analyses of the emotional effects induced by various kinds of music.
Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, who works so hard at the Grotrian Hall to propa-
gate a religious type of Spi:ituaﬁs{s&. has seized every psychic element in
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that it will hand over his beliefs in an easy manner where dull academic
instruction might fail, These tales are old and familiar but their interest

will never wear out, Numerous full-page pictures make them more
palatable to youthful readers,

The writer relates how Joseph was brought before Pharaoh and then
adds: *‘Joseph said modestly it was not he who was able to understand
the meaning of dreams, This was given to him by spirit-guides.”

Mrs. Stobart weaves her Spiritualistic web around the old Biblical
names right up to the days of Jesus and Paul,

Those who would like an introduction to a fascinating subject will
find some interesting matter in Hypnotism Explained, by Alan s
(Fenland Press, 25.). I am afraid that the explanation will hardly go
deep enough for well-informed students, while the numerous cases cited

by evil persons. The dangers arise less from professional hypnotists
than from secret ones. I knew three business men who successfully
Practise the art on unsuspecting victims, but these cases never brealk into
the news nor get printed in books, Although the trance is admittedly
the deepest form of hypnotic phenomenon, skilful operators know how
to get sufficient results without its aid,

et

The Candle of the Lord. (Wright & Brown, 3s. 6d.) i its-title=—
Page the explanation that it is 4 message inspired by Brother Joseph
and written down by W. H. Evans. The latter is among us in the flesh
and is a psychic jounalist of talent ang Tepute, but Brother Joseph is
apparently a habitant of the spirit world. The message comes from a
source which may be debatable, but its value is not. Put into a few words,

—\_




Greg ARAAY VULIUL L NIV Y AELYY

Brother Joseph's dictation contains the ageless message of mysticism.
Many of the literate and educated ignoramuses of to-day imagine that
mysticism is a theory that has been threshed out long ago and found to
be a sheer figment of the imagination of the foolish. Yet it is a fact that
there exists a really practical side of mysticism;, @mnd that its practice will
deal the deathblow to the scientific error which regards iman as a bio- -
logical accident or as a fortuitous chemical combination without a combiner

““Son, strive to awaken the God consciousness within, for he who is
awake in his centre has a candle which will light him all his days. Get
to the centre; the circumference matters not,”" Brother Joseph bids us.
“There is a deeper inspiration which is personal to each soul. When
you reach this stage there will be a sinking downwards to the deeps of A_—
Being, a complete emptying of self. Here you wait and slowly comes =
the inflowing breath of Power, to remain the most cherished possession of
the soul, This is the living, conscious union with the Supreme.”’

I cannot resist a last quotation. *‘There is a dawning perception that
the religion of Jesus affords a practical way out of the morass into which
the nations have stumbled. It will be found that the right way is the only
practical one.”” If I thought it worth the trouble—which it certainly is
not—I would print the last sentence in scarlet ink and send it to every
politician, statesman and ruler in the world,

PauL BrRUNTON,

For To-DAY. MODERN THOUGHTS SECURED ON THE FAME OF MARcuUS el

AureLius, By Archibald Weir, M.A. Oxford : Basil Blackwell.
8s. 6d. net.

TrOSE who have had the patience to study Mr. Weir's other books, know
that beneath the difficulties of style which his thought assumes, there
is to be found spiritual nutriment such as few contemporary works con-
tain. He is intensely aware of the problems of this distracted modern
world, but his sensibility has driven him, not into futile railing against

the stars, but to a quiet search for the terms upon which man E:‘ﬁht

in an objective order of universal validity : Dhe 1S NOT COLLETHEU W ievive
the authority of dogmatic codes; but he is most earnestly anxious to
discover the bases upon which a man might regulate his conduct, the
rock, so to speak, from which one might control the bewildering currents
of life. If in this attempt he turns to Marcus Aurelius for guidance, it is
not in order to see in his ethical system a scriptural sanctity, but in the
conviction that it is the best suited to the temper of a civilization that
needs standards, yet will not accept them on trust from an external
source, No one who appreciates the courage, integrity, and self-restraint
that Mr. Weir’s principles demand, can deny that they combine the merits
of modernity with the massive wisdom of the ancients.
K. S, S,
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ME publication of 4 Treatise on White Magic by Alice A. Bailey (New
York: Lucis Co.; London: Watkins) constitutes a literary event of
‘Ejmuy importance to students of occultism. It is not only Mrs. Bailey's
mediate circle of pupils in the Arcane School which shows a keen interest
in her outgrowth of the Theosophy which H. P, Blavatsky restated last
century, but also a wider fold whose units are scattered throughout the
world. She is noted for her sane level-headed outlook, her attempt
to blend Oriental and Occidental ideals into happy marriage, and her
defence of modern civilization’s value in fostering certain qualities which

g, 2TC not ordinarily regarded as spiritual.

The present volume runs to 640 pages. There stands behind it the
shadowy mysterious figure of the Tibetan Brother, its proclaimed inspirer.
He himself attempts to withdraw attention from his personality by frankly
stating in the “‘Introductory Remarks’ : "My anonymity and status must
be preserved. What I say of truth alone is of moment : the inspiration
and help I can accord to any pilgrim on the path is alone vital. Upon
these points the students are at liberty to ponder, omitting idle specu-
lation as to the exact details of unimportant personalities and environing

#=onditions. . . . It is not my function to make individual application of
de teaching given. That must be done by each student for himself.”
It might be well to clear up possible misconceptions by mentioning that
the method of communication used between him and Mrs. Bailey in writing
down this treatise was straightforward telepathy and nothing more.
Such is the explanation which the brilliant authoress has given me in
smprivate. She confesses that she has never met the Tibetan in the flesh,
nd she modestly disclaims any personal experience of mugh truly remark-
able teaching which the book contains. I’I’M&H‘

Those who expect to find any portions m*mamon ial
Magic in this work will be disappointed. The magic which it expounds is
concerned with that power known as “‘Serpent Fire” to occultists and as
“Kundalini” to Indian Yogis. The Path which it traces is the brief

e of this power from the region of the spine’s base to the heart,
throat and head centres in man’'s etheric body. The results which it
portrays may be summed up as comscious touch with the soul world,
This power does exist, but such is its terrible strength that it may drive
a man up to divinity or fling him down into the abyss. Hence the essential

ical secrets of its awakening are wisely withheld from these pages,
d aspirants are shown how first to fit themselves to earn these secrets,

But this book deals with so much more than the bringing of the "“Serpent
Fire" out of latency that it might almost be called a textbook of advanced
Theosophy. The only way one can indicate its far-flung range is to quote
some of the chapter heads. Here is a representative selection : Hindrances
to Occult Study, The Creative Work of Sound, The Science of the Breath,

The Awakening of the Centres, The Battleground of the Astral Plane,
266
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Medical\men are, if anything, less likely to have this gift than others Thought Form Building,
of a less mal\erialistic bent. World Workers, Astrolof

Medical thaining is quite unnecessary, moral and religious training A (_‘,a!l bo Semc;lee::m
very desirable\for one practising this or other forms of mental healing. m“f%::;m‘gﬁ? are o 98
I have found Yremendous benefit and protection by using mantra ough a very drastic d
“I clothe my sglf safely round with Infinite Love and wisdom"’, ana e.very possible way and t2
“In the centre of the circle of the Love of God I am,” are two I use apother paragraph the Ti
continually. Bul one must realize their truth in one’s consciousnesg ‘e watch with tenderne
parrot repetition is useless. s‘ﬁggle, work, fight, fail

1 welcome the bold
ideas, and only when sj
communication and by i
clearer fashion”. This
Sorry to have been so prolix, but this is a serious matter in London - know that the great &

to-day, where so m cliques are promulgating the blasphemies of “_4n utter silence.

Above all things let A’ be fearless. A fearless consecrated soul
is safe, even in a den of devils, controlled by Lucifer himself. That
I have personally démonstrated—so I know.

Lucifer and holding dark seances, and sex-orgies, etc., at his bidding. Mrs. Bailey stands
has climbed the occult

Yours truly, Law for a materialistic g
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is gift than others  Thought Form Building, The Right Use of Energy, The New Group of
World Workers, Astrology and the Energies, Salvation from Death,
A Call to Service, ete. It is encyclopedic in scope, and an adequate
of mental healing, review is impossible here.
by using mantra “Those who are to te?.ch t.he: world more about the Masters are put
o i an“d ough a very drastic disciplining,” we are told. ‘‘They are tested in
= A every possible way and taught much through bitter experience.” And in
i e tWo [ use aother paragraph the Tibetan Brother comforts aspirants with the words :
€5 Consclousn e watch with tenderness all of you who, with weak and sensitive bodies,
struggle, work, fight, fail, continue and serve. We know and we care.”
consecrated soul I welcome the bold statement that “all books are prison houses of
himself. That  1deas. and only when speech and writing are superseded by telepathic
communication and by intuitive interplay will the plan be grasped in a
: clearer fashion”’. This must necessarily be so, and advanced disciples
matter in London ow that the great truths and the great initiations are won and given
e blasphemies of © .o utter silence.
tc., at his bidding. Mrs. Bailey stands revealed by this book as an inspired soul who
has climbed the occult Mount Sinai and returned with new Tablets of the
Law for a materialistic generation. She has a definite message for a par-
- SILVERWOOD. ticular type of mind, and it is a message which is not being uttered in vain.
The Oxford Groups have climbed rapidly to fame. A movement which
has secured the benign blessing of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
active patronage of the Bishop of London, as well as wide Press notice,
RUM #. 7~y undoubtedly soon justify the pronouncement on the publisher’s wrap-
_.r that “Buchmanism is the post powerful religious movement since the
tatement which time of John Wesley”. Indeed, the bold suggestion that “‘it may even rival
atchers of the Seven the Reformation in its effects’’ is not outside the barriers of possibility.
t number. During its few years’ fishing it has quietly caught thousands of men and
i b women in its spiritual nets. Success has given the Groups noticeable
s i,—dan’ng, and now they seek to trawl wider seas.
¥ The Meaning of the Groups (Methuen 5s.) is therefore a book which comes
the Preface, these with topical interest to many readers. It is especially valuable because
what has come to it is written not by one man but by eleven. In short, it is a symposium,
ingdom. a collection of papers by men who uphold the Groups and by others who
" : denounce them. Thus a fair balance is struck between undiscriminating
ﬂm_ letter in your espousal and undiscriminating dismissal, either of which one usually finds
ttributed to some# ™n the average volume devoted to the Oxford Groups.
Miss Evelyn Underhill, the famous exponent of Christian Mysticism,
Y, contributes a fine paper on the historical place of the Groups. She points
CHALLONER out that the earliest and most genuine followers of Christ formed themselves
into groups, and not into an institution. She shows that the best elements
in later Christian history emerged again as inspired groups, though often
##  ™™ought into conflict with the Church which cradled them. Canon Frank
_hild tells of fifty-five young Groupers who descended on his large in-
dustrial parish and took it by storm. When they left there were many
awakened souls and noteworthy conversions to testify to their work,
Both Established and Free Church members were swept into the stream
and sectarian differences largely disappeared. Principal Selbie showers
his benediction upon the Group because he has watched it change men's

religious training
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recesses of the human soul that he took it upon himself to teach others

even before he crossed the bar of manhood. Although he did not hesitate

to withdraw himself from the world for brief periods when impelled to do

s0, he was fond of rebuking the monks and ascetics who made a lifelong
fession of renunciation. ““Cowards fly from the life of the world, unable
bear the outgoing impulses of the mind,”” he scornfully tells them.

“The man who, though a householder, can cling evenly to both forms of life

is a hero, The soul remains the same in all conditions, its real nature is
changed.”

The Mahatma died in 1909 amid obscure and mean circumstances near
Calentta. He seems to have influenced individuals rather than crowds,
and to have delighted in making no outward parade of his lofty spiritual
attainment. But some disciples kept a record of his teachings and pub-
lished them in Bengalee after his death. Mr. Chatterji translates some
extracts from these books. I find them clear, interesting and attractive,
and they reveal Sivanarayan as an illustrious member of the long line
of India’s revered sages—a line which is apparently almost extinct but
which will never be permitted to become so in fact. The book is worthy
of a wide circulation among all who care for its subject,

The author of Naked Ascetic has moved away to the subject of personal
efficiency for his latest book. The Gateway to Prosperity, by Victor Dane
(Paragon Publishing Co.) is somewhat misleadingly titled because other
factors beside personal efficiency are essential to the winning of fortune,

qm because some of those factors are outside our personal control. Mr.
; @ has surely had enough experience of the world to realize that, How-
ever, the essential thing is the quality of his literary creation, and I can
gladly recommend the latter as an exceedingly useful, practical and original
work. It deals in plain direct language with such matters as The Will
and its Development, The Memory and its Training, How to Concentrate,
How to Develop Personality, How to Conquer Fear, How to Cure Bad
abits, etc,
Mr. Dane is a practical man, and leaves theorizing to those who-eomeset
AT rwn-boolatmrmrsty—tibsasios.  He knows the essential needs of the
man who wants to better himself, and he goes straight to the point in
giving the benefit of his own varied experience to the reader. A large
number of the exercises which he gives are really drawn from the stores

My of occultism, Yoga and the New Psychology, but he has shorn them of

» all fanciful theories and debatable explanations.
His pages on character-reading may surprise some readers by their
disconcerting candour, for the author is never afraid to give expression

to ]1!8 a.c.utely cntzcal mml:l Mﬂm_pmagsapi%mimm

t_pzahnmmummmm&
e _have enshrowded—it— Whatever topic Mr. Dane turns his pen upon,

he thrusts aside conventiomal ideas and conventional attitudes, thus
giving the reader that rare article, really original comment.

The need of correct and deep breathing is emphasized frequently.
A useful exercise for building stamina, harmonizing the nerves and over-
coming fatigue is the following : “When out walking, breathe in for so
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many steps (this naturally varies with individuals and their stride), hold
the breath for one step, and breathe out in the same number of steps in
which the inhalation was taken.” Mr. Dane’s suggestion that certain
breathing exercises may be responsible for the bodily levitation of some
Indian Yogis is more tenable than Dr. Cannon’s statement that it is du
to seli-hypnotism. I knew one who had attained a modified form of tA
power, and he admitted that it was entirely a matter of persistent breat.
control.

Those who relished Arthur Bryant’s recent radio talks on Englisim,
types will be glad that he has now transferred them out of the ether
the more permanent vehicle of print. The National Character (Longmans,
55.) is a book which tells in charming style what England means to one
man who has the breadth to appreciate and accept “the rich varied meat
of our native character—its ancient prejudices and solid conservatism,
its passionate longing for justice, its mulish stupidity and instinctive
wisdom, its patience, its courage, its incorrigible good humour”’, -~

Seven distinctive types pass in review before the reader’s gaze. There '
is the figure of the traditional country gentleman, with his ample estates
and paternal rulership of villages, a figure which is becoming less common
each year. There is the parson, that bucolic but friendly busybody.
There is the yeoman farmer, whose interests have been sadly neglected
by an increasingly industrialized state. There is the craftsman, who
once used his hands to good effect but now uses them to tend a machine.
And there follow next the shrewd merchant, the fearless adventurer a.lh
the busy housewife. Mr. Bryant takes his descriptions mainly from earlj; '
periods than our own and thus renders them more attractive and picturesque.
The bookis rounded off by a balanced and masterly essay on English Culture,
The entire volume offers silent testimony to those superior qualities of
character which have placed England, despite its faults, upon the pinnacle
which it deservedly occupies.

Paur Brunton, M

Tue UxBroKEN MELODY OF Lire. By John Galloway Findlay.
London : Rider & Co. Crown 8vo., pp. 160. Price 3s. 6d.

SoME people are perpetuvally eager to sense behind the most ordinary
happenings something miraculous; the extremists among these would -
be prepared to accept, if pushed to it, not only that the whale swallowed
Jonah, but that Jonah swallowed the whale, Spiritualism is not, as we
have discovered by personal observation, free from the taint of this last-
mentioned type : they are not the strength of the movement. The author
of The Unbroken Melody of Life holds no brief for such devotees to the
cause he so ably advocates. The claims of the “new”, or the “
revelation”, as he prefers to call it, he affirms to be “‘based upon evidenc!
and upon evidence alone. In that respect it differs from orthodox religion,
which also believes that communication with the Unseen has taken place
in the past, but which, being unable to explain such occurrences, terms-
them "miracles’ and relegates them to the region of ‘faith’.”” Mr. Findlay
shows the close parallel that exists between psychic phenomena of ancient
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WHEN a man who correctly predicted the exact date of Germany's
appeal for an armistice ventures to make further predictions concerning
current events and the next three years, it behoves the most sceptical
of us to give him at least a hearing. During the War public pronounce-
ments were made by the Rev. Walter Wynn which have been largely
vindicated by time. The mystic Pyramids and the familiar Bible form
the basis of his extraordinary prophecies. The latter are fully detailed
in a little work which possesses topical importance, What Has and What
Will Come fo Pass (Rider, 15.).

The reverend author claims that there is a symbolical handwriting in
the chambers, corridors, and galleries of the Great Pyramid ; that there is
a prophetic significance in certain biblical books pertaining to our own
times, and that he has found the correct keys to the deciphering of
these messages. ‘‘When we measure the passages and Grand Gallery
of the interior, we find they give in inches the exact number of years
required to bring us into the period in which we are now living,”" he
declares. ‘'The length of the Grand Gallery is 1,883 inches; add to this
31—the years denoted by the Pyramid as that of our Lord’s atoning
ministry—and you get 1914, the year when the Great War broke out.”

In 1925 the Rev. Walter Wynn asserted at a public lecture that
March 6th, 1926, would prove a critical day in the League of Nations'
history. He pointed to France or Germany as the source of the trouble.
Exactly on that date the French Ministry fell from power ; Europe began
to remodel on the old principle of Balance of Power, and the League's life
was thrown in danger.

Fantastic assertions have been made in the past by fools, cranks and
fanatics, who have made the Bible and the Pyramids a happy hunting-
ground, but the Rev, Walter Wynn stands in another category. He has
made out an excellent case for his astounding theories. He writes with
refreshing boldness. He has written a work which will deserve the wide
circulation it will no doubt receive.

Another interesting book has come to hand from Dr. Julia Seton.
Writing with the American exuberance which characterizes her vigorous
personality, she does not hesitate to state that numerclogy constitutes
one of the great revelations of this century. Following in the track of
astrological revival has come this increased interest in the almost forgotten
science of numbers and their interpretations. Thousands of years ago the
Chaldeans, Hindus, Jews, and Greeks possessed complete systems of
numerology, and most of our modern knowledge is ultimately derived
from them.

According to these doctrines, a man’s name and birthdate provide
the data wherefrom it is possible to calculate his particular number.

Once you discover this you will know what his relations with the world
197
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are likely to be, what destiny has been pre-ordained for him, what are
his character and capacity, and finally which path provides the greatest
success for him. This may not seem so unreasonable if we remember
that a series of undeniable correspondences links man with the whole
universe, and if we regard number as being but one of the keys thereto.

The authoress gives clear instruction in the method of discovering
one’s number, and she shows how the science can be applied in a practical
way to such varied affairs as business, marriage, choice of vocation,
friendship, and spiritual self-development. Among the interesting facts
which emerge are the following : 1 is the number of leaders : 2 indicates
those who succeed better in association with others : 4 is the sign of the
born organizer ; 6 shows someone who needs to develop initiative ; 7 is the
number of those who are always calm and steady ; 9 possesses kindness
and inspiration ; while 22 is very important as showing someone who
can, if he wills, obtain great power over self and others,

Can we escape unpleasant destiny simply by changing our name ?
Dr. Seton answers with an emphatic negative. Nevertheless our new
names may give more strength and more wisdom to grapple with our
fate. There is an inspirational and idealistic note throughout this book,
which is entitled Western Symbology ("Rally"* Office, 6s.), and which
gives the fruit of a lifetime’s study.

Spiritualism continues to spread rapidly. One young man, C. S,
Collen-Smith, puts forward a propagandist effort on its behalf in the
form of an autobiographical record of psychic experiences. Youth and
Survival (Daniel, 1s), describes how the difficulties of accepting orthodox
theological doctrines drove a thoughtful truth-seeker into the séance
room. Here he received proof after proof of man’s survival after death,
He began as a complete sceptic and has finished as a spiritualist medium
himself. Mr. Smith’s language sounds sincere and direct ; it will appeal
to the younger generation, and his experiences may well startle those
who can see nothing more of man than his body. Another booklet on the
same subject, A Challenge to Sceptics (*“Two Worlds’* Office, 15.), provides
further evidence. Dr. Frederic H. Wood has edited therein another
selection of articles dealing with the famous “‘Rosemary Records”.
Rosemary is a remarkable medium who, when in a state of partial trance,
sees clairvoyantly and hears clairaudiently. Her clairvoyance includes
symbolic pictures, scenes from the spirit world and impressions of past
events. Her clairaudience has given rise to the much-discussed language
tests of “'Lady Nona'’, who, it is asserted, lived in Egypt over 3,000 years
ago. These tests involved writing down ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics
of whose nature and meaning the medium was quite unaware in her
normal state. Moreover, one hundred and forty word-phrases have
been fluently spoken through the medium’s lips in Egyptian. This pam-
phlet is crowded with interesting matter and illustrations. Percepts and
Precepts (Fowler, 2s. 6d.), is the third contribution to Spiritualism, but
from a different angle. The anonymous author, *‘Rustic’’, writes with a
playful wit about the difficulties of obtaining satisfactory proof in psychical
matters, ‘‘Perhaps the professed psychic might be compared to a cater-
pillar who had been unfortunate enough to develop a small wing, and
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tried to frisk about with the butterflies instead of clinging to his cabbage,”’
is a statement which is worth thought. The book makes bright and
pleasant reading for ‘‘Rustic’’ ambles into literary bypaths.

“Dullards and nit-wits are generally much more contented with life.
Such eat well and sleep well and leave the problems of the future to the
priests and the politicians.”” Such is the scornful comment on the opening
page of Our Deeper Destiny (Dorrance, $1.50). E. F. Lundstrom, author
of The Last Fool, here presents his philosophy of life and covers a wide
field in doing so. The dual nature of man is the basis of his thinking ;
there is an outer self which works, eats, and struggles, and there is an
inner self of which we are aware only in rare and exceptional moments.
At times we may feel the presence of divinity, soul, spirit, or whatever we
care to call it. These moments are rare simply because it is so rarely
that we turn inward deeply enough. Only by making it the object of
our thought can we become more frequently aware of this diviner self,
declares Mr. Lundstrom. He tells of the mystic experience which brings
“"the certainty of divine companionship ; a loving guidance ; an inner light
and illumination ; a loss of all fear ; and an ineffable and wordless joy.”

The author refers to an ancient belief that every human being was
accompanied by a good and evil genius—a white angel who whispered
good counsel and a black angel who strove to lure him to destruction.
He suggests that if we substitute the word “‘tendency’’ for the word
“‘angel”, the legend becomes clear as a great truth hidden behind Sym-
bolic language. The inner self produces the good tendencies and the earthly
self is responsible for the darker ones,

Gentle fun is poked at certain types. ""Mysticism has always suffered
from the parasites and camp-followers hanging on to its skirts,”’ he writes,
"‘Magicians, necromancers, augurs, teachers—the motley crew of money
changers in the Temple of the Spirit.”’ This peculiar book is throughout
independent in thought, terse and laconic in style, andjcontains an attractive
mélange of metaphysics, philosophy, science, and spiritualism,

PauL Bruntow,

THE POPES AND THEIR CHURCH, By Joseph McCabe. A candid
account. (Third and revised edition.) Author of Twelve Years
in @ Monastery, etc. London: Watts & Co., 5 and 6 Johnson's
Court, Fleet Street, E.C.4. Crown 8vo., pp. 182 (including
Index). Price 2s. 6d. net.

THE earlier writers of fiction painted their virtuous characters very white,
their villains wholly black (much the same may be said of history, which is,
to a large extent, embroidered with Tomance) ; but in these days our
appreciation of psychology is less crude. ‘We realize that good and bad are
more evenly distributed in most of us. Mr. McCabe, however, clings to the
former method ; his brief survey of the progress of the Roman Church
depicts the Papacy from its origin, through the Dark Ages, right up to date
as pursuing a sort of ‘‘rake’s progress’’. If some contributors to the
Catholic Encyclopaedia may be held guilty of whitewashing, the author of
this indictment makes as vigorous use of the tar-brush. Ten of the Popes,

—
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+he reader should be shocked to learn, were murderers and consummate
scoundrels : at least seventeen were immoral men, while ‘‘scores were
simoniacs and protectors of corruption’’. For a few pages the iconoclast

will be mildly entertained ; a category of almost unrelieved vice, though,
becomes dull reading—and slinging mud is scarcely the best cleansing ™
process : violence begets violence, as is pointed out (p. 43), with reference

to Gregory VII, and surely this applies to m ental, as well as physical
assaults.

In Section II of this book Mr, McCabe criticizes Cath olic scholarship ;| gm.
challenges the teaching of the Church ; inveighs against the confessional,
indulgences, etc. While we do not for a moment question that there is
justification for his attack, in certain respects, we personally are wearied
of such onslaughts: one ounce of charity is worth a ton of invective.
Such a one-sided argument tends to the conclusion that it is **too bad to be
true”’. Anyway, it is a feeble move to accuse Catholic writers of the lack
of a sense of humour, after ad mitting one is ‘‘entirely incapable of frivolity
or humour’” oneself.

Frank Linp,

In A Sour’s Mirror. B y Edith Serjeant. London: C. W.Daniel Co.,
Paper, price 1s. 6d. net.

Tuest devotional prose-poems remind one of the ardent testaments left
by some of the mediaeval Christian mystics and saints. *Lord, how can
1 see Thine ineffable Reality ?'’ cries the authoress. “‘Thou didst make me
bunger for Thee. Now art Thou constrained to give Thyself eternally
in satisfaction.”” So through these pages we bear constantly the cry of her
heart for that union with God which is the end of all true religion. This
little book should be appreciated widely, and deservedly so.
J. F. LAWRENCE.

<)

L

TuE Farracies ofF FataLisM, or, THE REAL WORLD AND THE
RatioNaL WitL. By Charles E. Hooper. London: Watts &
Co. Price 1s. 6d.
For the reader competent in modern psychology and versed in philosophy
this work will proved unusually attractive. It is a challenge to deter-
minism, as it is usually understood (and as usually misunderstood) from
a superficial view of certain Oriental doctrines. The fact that many
Oriental people themselves accept and teach a fatalistic dogma does not
absolve them from the accusation of having miscomprehended their
own inheritance., Even this author takes Omar Khayyam—as inter-
preted by Fitzgerald—who was far more in love with the imagery of -_
symbolism than with the hidden content. It is well that this fallacious
determinism should be challenged, even though some of its exponents
themselves possess no sound basis; for shoddy thinking is general, and
accurate thought scarce. Mr. Hooper is singularly lucid both in argument
and phrasing ; though he begins rather from the so-called ‘‘materialist’
standpoint in the physical world than from any mystical apprehension
of other truth; and he remains a sceptic on problems of the soul. The

S
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MR. H. GorpoN GARBEDIAN has combined the fascination of a good
novel with the readability of an easy style in a single work which covers
the entire giant’s stride of modern science. Major Mysteries of Science
(Selwyn & Blount, 18s.) proves that the author is a facile and successful
popularizer of a subject which can easily be made coldly forbidding.

— What has science done to benefit us 7 What do instructed scientists
think about this turning globe ; the multitude of animal and human
beings which has passed over its face in procession for unknown millions
ofym: inti ing slonekasasbich A —— aRdclea =

. ? What further secrets have yet to be wrested from
the bowels of the earth? Mr. Garbedian has scooped together hundreds of
interesting facts and theories which answer these and many other questions.

Take the wonders of chemistry, for instance. The clever chemist of
to-day is the modern wizard, for he turns such unpromising-looking
material as cellulose into paper, lingerie, explosives, and motor-car paint !
Look at the field of applied inventions and see what wonders are promised
us for the near future. Music and entertainments will be broadcast
through telephone wires or electric-light wires instead of through the ether.

. Newspaper distribution will disappear when the newspaper production
cabinet will be in every home, ready to produce a paper upon pressure of a
button. Electricity will be transmitted over high-frequency radio beams,
entirely without wires, and aeroplanes will pick up their power supplies
from this radiated energy.

The author pictures the rapid advance of medical science and confidently
predicts that the span of human life will greatly extend. But occult
doctrine tells us of a far past when men lived very much longer than they
do to-day. If we are to recover that lost condition, the basis of medical

%  science will need to be broadened out so as to include the invisible aspects

°  of man. The ancients possessed not a few secrets towards the discovery
of which scientists are slowly and tortuously working their way.

One is sadly reminded of the rapid passage of the years when one
remembers that it is over twenty years since An Adveniure, by C. A. E.
Moberly and E. F Jourdain was first published. The sensation which the
book created at the time is recalled by the new edition (3s. 6d.) which
Faber and Faber have now issued. So astonishing is the story told in its
pages that only lately have the writers thrown aside their early anonymity
and revealed their names.

— Miss Moberly’s father was the Bishop of Salisbury, while Miss Jourdain
was Principal of St. Hugh’s College, Oxford. Both ladies went on holiday
to Paris one August early this century. They took an afternoon walk
through the Gardens of Versailles. While wandering through the charming
grounds of the Petit Trianon they met various persons wearing eighteenth-
century costumes, one of whom actually spoke and directed them upon

their way. Miss Moberly noticed a woman sketching close to a building.
341

e e e e e e e



342 THE LONDON FORUM

After their return both confessed to each other than an uncanny
atmosphere seemed to hang around the place, so they compared notes. It
was then discovered that Miss Jourdain had been unable to see any woman
at the spot close to the building. More remarkable still, when Miss Moberly
came across a portrait of Marie Antoinette she recognized it at once as a
portrait of the woman she had seen sketching! The upshot of this experi-
ence was that both ladies paid several visits to Versailles during the next
few years, carefully watching and recording their experiences, until they
felt that they had accumulated overwhelming evidence that on each
occasion they had been projected backwards through time to the Petit
Trianon of 178g. Entire eighteenth-century scenes, including buildings
long since demolished, costumes long since discarded and gardening
implements no longer used, reproduced themselves upon the consciousness
of the two visitors as being their real environments.

Certain obvious explanations immediately suggest themselves, but the
writers, who are their own best critics, provide ample material to rebut
them. What, then, is the most satisfying theory which we can fit to these
amazing experiences ? For the veracity of both ladies is umquestionable
and one may unhesitatingly accept the fact that the ‘‘visions'' were really
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The Meaning of Immortality, by E. S. Ritherdon Clark (Rider & Co.,
28. 6d.) is a little book by the President of the London Society of Philosophy.
Its purpose is expressed by the author in the following words : ** Doubt is
thrown upon the possibility of ordinary individuals attaining to that
realization so as to know themselves, not as possessing life but as being
Life itself. This knowledge of oneself as being Life itself brings with it
assurance beyond doubt that the Life which knows its own nature realizes
Immortality, and the present work is an attempt to show that one can
reach such realization from the standpoint of Reason by means of logical
method and intellectual processes.’

Mr. Clark proceeds to open his case by examining the various definitions
of immortality which are current in our time, and by comparing them with
the Platonic and Aristotelian conceptions. Then he tackles the hoary
problem of Reality. He recognizes that ordinary existence is illusion-
bound, and that only when we sink deep into our own consciousness by
means of inward-turned meditation do we touch the essential and eternal
soul of things. The acceptance of this thought eventually leads him to
recognize that ; i 1 i
He completes this line of argument by arriving at the theory that esganized
matterreaches self-eonseiousness-in-hwmemity, and that the highest forms of
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ny humanity reach self-consciousness as spirit. Thus, by following a strictly

It intellectual path, the writer ultimately perceives the same truths which
lan the mystic perceives in a flash by intuition. Mr. Clark has Packed-much.
rly el i

» and his book may readily be recom-
s a P mended to those who care for the Philosophical approach to truth,

i~ 4 It is often asserted that nothing but platitudinous trash and boring
ext trivialities come through to this sphere from the spirits who control
ey mediums. The unfairness of this accusation is evidenced by the lofty
ich Philosophy which “‘Power’’ is giving to crowded audiences through Mrs,

tit Meurig Morris, by the elevated note in the writings inspired by “Dr.

ng Society of Communion, It 15 called Counsellor's Teaching (3s.) and contains
== a record, made by the Rev. J. W. Potter, of trance addresses given during

1922-23 through his son Clifford, who was then a lad of only seventeen.
the Counsellor is the spirit control responsible for these messages, but his real
ut identity was never revealed to the circle. The noble character of these

discourses can best be judged from the following extracts :
"“The Saviour is not known by words but the living of the Christ

within ; by a stretching forth after eterna] truth ; by serving others. This
is what your churches need.”

greater than the highest conception of beauty ; where peace may be found
for the troubled heart, joy for those who have had sorrow, fellowship for
those who have been shunned of all men,”

“Let not earthly things call you away from those things which are
real and true. Let the love of God dominate your being—live within you,

lead you on.”

Counsellor repeatedly lashes the religious hypocrite with his verbal
0.5 Scorn and denounces churches which conveniently forget Christ’s exhorta-
Y- tions to practise love and brotherhood at whatever cost. The basic teach-
is ings of this book are a clarion call to pure, earnestly lived primitive
at - Chr:istianity, while the emphasis laid on the doctrine that death does not
ng end all is natorally to be expected from a psychic message. The volume
it offers a silent rebuke to those who turn with exclamations of horror from

i the mere mention of Spiritualism.
A “It is a noteworthy fact that the three great truth-revealing and
al spiritualizing organizations of our time were ail founded in America ;
namely, the Theosophical Society, Christian Science and Spiritualism,"’
i writes E. B. Atty in a small book entitled Revelation of Agquarius (Daniel,
th 2s. 6d.). The author suggests that unseen powers are inspiring, guiding
3 4 and energizing these movements in Preparation for a new and higher epoch
0" @ of mankind’s history called the Aquarian Age, Although many Christian
0y Scientists and some Theosophists will consider it a dubious honour to be
al bracketed with the other two groups, the fact remains that all of them
to have succeeded in spreading their anti-materialistic ideas to most parts of

¥ the Western world.

ﬁ Mrs. Atty briefly sketches her ideas of true religion, and shows how

badly present-day Christianity compares with present-day Buddhism, It
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is obvious to me that she is writing out of books and hearsay, for had she
travelled among the Buddhists of Asia and mingled with them she would
have discovered that time's degenerating hand has touched them too.
If the West is sadly in need of a genuine spiritual revival, so is the East.

Why have chaos and bewilderment overtaken the modern world ?
Observers, standing at different points of vantage, have provided us with
different answers. Now comes Adela M. Curtis with the theory that we
are witnessing nothing less than the universal dethronement of the power of
money, or Mammon, as she calls it. She has written a 400-page volume,
Bible Study Notes on the Divine Law of Wealth (School of Meditation,
75. 64.) to prove her point and to expound her esoteric interpretation of
the Bible.

““Unhappily for the world, the civilization of which it is so inordinately
proud is based entirely upon money. Hence the panic into which the
nations are now thrown as they see the foundations of their cosmos crumb-
ling,”’ writes Miss Curtis. ‘'Even now earnest Christians, as they believe
themselves to be, are imploring God to reverse His Judgment and enable
them to patch up the ruin of things as they are and repair them to what
they were, instead of remaking them to what they might be. They do not
dream that the whole false structure has to make way for the New Order
of a New World on the New Foundation of Christ’s Own Teaching.”” These
words give the gist of the book.

The thoughtful author is an absolutist. She will have no compromise
of any sort with the Sermon on the Mount. She believes that the present
state of affairs is sufficient proof that most of us are following a wrong
course. She is confident that Christ’s injunctions, because they lead to
increased individual happiness and improved social relations, are more
practical than the ethics of the market-place.

Miss Curtis’ philosophy goes farther than that. She attempts to restore
agriculture to its former place as man’s most important activity on this
earth. She pleads eloquently for the dignity of manual labour, and
unhesitatingly asserts that a man or woman who does not do such work
for part of each day is not truly cultured. She wants people to go back
to the land, butin a new way. They should return to the villages and work
in couples on an acre of land each : growing, preparing and storing food ;
spinning, knitting, weaving and sewing; managing bees and silkworms,
and cultivating trees for fuel. The author says that the whole business
could be learnt by townsfolk in a single year, but one rather doubts that
statement. It would only be necessary to work for three hours daily with
one’s hands, the rest of the time being devoted to prayer, contemplation,
study and teaching one's neighbours how to live the spiritual life.

The average man, caught in the modern tangle, unable to envisage a
return to medieval simplicity or a going forward to Christlike existence,
will be apt to dismiss all these notions as mere idealistic nonsense. But
if he wants to reach a certain place and finds that he has taken the wrong
road, he does not hesitate to retrace his steps. If the dire calamities which
Miss Curtis darkly prophesies really fall upon us, it is not at all unlikely
that the remnant of mankind will decide to retrace its steps and neglect
its wealth of techmical inventions until such time as its spirituality is
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developed enough to use those inventions wisely. At any rate, I can gladly
recommend this book to those who want to see Bible meanings and world
affairs from a new angle,

The idea that every man and woman has a personal number continues
to gain devotees, if I am to judge by the number of times this belief crops
up in conversations. And publishers tell me that books on numerology
do not cumber their shelves for long nowadays.  So I welcome a slim black
volume from across the Atlantic which sets out to provide a clear explana-
tion of the influences which are traditionally attributed to the primary
numbers, i.e. one to nine, eleven and twenty-two. Metaphysics of Numer-
ology, Vol. 1, Number Ontology (Boston : Christophers, $1.25) is its some-
what forbidding title, but the contents are decidedly attractive and
definitely interesting. Dr. Roy Melton, its author, has attempted to smooth
away a common difficulty for beginners by unifying the Pythagorean,
Chinese, Hebrew, and Cabbalistic systems, which are often thought to be
at variance in several points.

One is the number of the master, the leader, the dictator. It possesses
a dynamic force which sweeps aside every obstacle that would impede its
progress or interfere with its movements, Hence, on its destructive side
it makes the gangster chief, and on its constructive side the ruler who sits
enthroned, commanding the absolute obedience of his people. Two is
more diplomatic, beats about the bush to gain its ends, progresses more
slowly but surely, and will £0 to almost any extreme in order to maintain

which turns it into a rolling stone covering much ground but gathering
nomoss. It is intemperately enthusiastic, always sure of itself, and a born

Come many more obstacles than anyone else. His gift of day-dreaming
may turn out to be an asset or a positive hindrance in life. Nine is the
number of high nervous tension, because it represents inspiration. Hence

looks. Dr. Melton gives them some sound advice about self-control. His
book generally is full of useful suggestions and information for the student
of human nature,

Out of the Clowds, by Walter Clemow Lanyon (Fowler, 6s.) is a book
which lives up to its title. The chapters are somewhat disconnected, but

belongs to the class of religio-New Thought literature which is doing
a good work in its own enthusiastic way, but which would be all the
better for a little judicious restraint and the application of some common
sense,
The author believes in the power of God to confer everlasting joy in
2B
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an instant of time upon those who can believe in this power. The divine
ce is already with us and we have only to become aware of it.

W. B. Yeats through his delightful poems, and “‘A. E.”” through his

inspired essays, have already given us attractive versions of a few of their

native Irish legends. Doffing a scholar’s robe and carrying the lantern

of The Secret Doctrine, Miss Edith Pinchin has recently been investigating ~

the most ancient traditions of the Green Isle, traditions which contain
plentiful stories of men who had attained spiritual greatness and psychic
power, The results of her studies have been condensed in an interesting
little volume, The Bridge of the Gods in Gaelic Mythology (T.P.H., 45.).
It can be recommended to those who would like to know how the Irish
myths link up with the traditions of the lost continents of Atlantis and
Lemuria.
PauL BRUNTON.

CurisT REscuep. By Werner Hegemann, translated from the
German by Gerald Griffin. London: Skeffington. Price 6s.

Tue reader unacquainted with the modes of rationalistic thought will
find much to challenge his hitherto accepted beliefs of Christianity, and
not a little which will shock him, in this book : but it is notastate of mind
which will continue. The conversations between the American, Manfred
Ellis, Bernard Shaw, and others, in which they set out to show the
impossibility and the inconsistency of the Christian God and the useless-
ness of self-sacrifice, do not really carry weight, because they one and
all try to judge of deeply spiritual truths by crude materialistic standards.
One fact emerges from it all, however, upon which all appear to be agreed.
Christ was the greatest social reformer and the most unselfish Being the
world has ever known, and it is of far greater importance to concentrate
on His life than on His death.

The various states, Greek, Mexican, and others, in which ritualistic
human sacrifice once predominated, are discussed with a considerable
wealth of gruesome detail.

Of the two chief speakers in the book, Manfred Ellis maintains we

have no proof whatsoever of the death of Christ. He was obviously
rescued by Joseph of Arimathea; Bernard Shaw, on the contrary,
maintains that He died on the Cross and did not rise again, Had He
not done so, His gentle creed of brotherly love could never have been
so barbarously travestied by His successors. The conversations, though
imaginary, truly represent the opinions of the various speakers. An
interesting point put forward by Amold Zweig is that the figure of
Barabbas owes itself to a copyist’s error—the actual word should have
been Barnasch, which means '‘son of man"’.

Says Manfred Ellis: ““The Christmas tree is a much more Christianem,
symbol than the Cross. Perhaps under the symbol of the Christmas tree
Christ will prove victorious.” And so the book ends.

ETHEL ARCHER,
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MR, WILLIAM KIRK can tell a tale with the effortless ease which
reveals the true artist. His Stories of Second Sight in a Highland Regiment
(Stirling, Mackay, 2s. 64.) show that and other desirable qualities. This
record of amazing psychic happenings is nevertheless offered to readers
as being based on authentic experiences of the author and his fellow-
soldiers in the Seaforth Highlanders during the war, The fictional form
has been adopted to enhance the interest of strange episodes which, in
themselves, are highly interesting.

The basis of most of these stories is the established principle that
Celtic races, such as the Highlanders, possess a definite predisposition
towards the psychic. Some soldiers, in the first tale, go to a French
fortune-teller’s parlour to while away an idle half-hour, but themselves
see their futures mysteriously pictured on the darkened wall of the room.
The man who sees a bursting shell is killed two days after, while the
other man confirms his own vision after the War, when he lolls—a desti-
tute tramp—on an Embankment seat. In another tale a Scotch nurse
working in the field hospital at Abbeville sees a ghostly Maori visitant
bending over a wounded New Zealander. It transpires that an aged
Maori retainer, who belongs to the soldier's father, has died at precisely
the same time. But most impressive of all is the story of the gloomy
Highlander who committed suicide after his young wife was murdered
in the Indian Mutiny. His set of long-handled razors pass, by the strange
mutations of fate, into the hands of another Scotch soldier many decades
later. When the latter is about to shave himself with one of these razors,
he sees in the mirror a picture of the suicide's gaping, crimson-stained
throat !

During the last four years Miss Estelle Stead has been the recipient
of a stream of writings which, she strongly believes, emanate from the
inspiration of her father, the late W. T. Stead, a noble soul, an ardent
psychic researcher, and a distinguished journalist. She has gathered a
sheaf of these writings into a book, Life Eternal (Wright & Brown, 7s. 6d.),
whose central object is to make good the average man's ignorance of
psychic principles. A series of frequently asked questions, with answers,
is appended to each chapter.,

The topics touched on by this volume include : life after death, the
pre-natal state, animal survival, trance mediumship, direct voice com-
munications, materialization phenomena, automatic writing, -clair-
voyance, spirit photography, hauntings, guides, and controls. A special
chapter is devoted to the subject of reincarnation, upon which the teach-
ings given are entirely unphilosophical and illogical. It is said that the
larger proportion of disembodied beings continue their development
on the other side, but those who wish to return to earth may do so. No

one is ever forced to take up the burden of flesh again: The minority who
123 -
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do reincarnate are mostly wicked or weak persons who seek another chance
"“to make good”, The Oriental doctrine of Karma, or allotted fate accord-
ing to our good or evil actions in the past, is scouted as absurd.

Thus we witness once again the spectacle of different “spirits’”’ com-
municating contradictory teachings upon rebirth. One group in France
subscribes to this ancient doctrine, another group in England firmly
rebuts it, and here we have a third section which makes the matter
dependent on the chance will of individuals. As if such a momentous
event as human birth were not subject to rigid laws imposed by the
great Architect of the Universe !

How do suicides fare ? The answer sounds reasonable enough, "If
the suicide is committed because pain cannot be endured, there is only
the natural result of sudden death, a longer period of unconsciousness.
But if the suicide has been committed to escape consequences, the memory
of what has occurred can go on torturing the victim.”

Miss Stead is perfectly satisfied that the communicant was her own
father. The actual work of mediumistically producing these automatic
writings was done by Mrs. Hester Dowden. One may accept their sin-
cerity without accepting the imputed origin of these scripts, for it is much
less easy to determine what constitutes a sound test of mediumistic ability
than unscientific people may think.

The book is largely free from abstract argument and gives plain
teachings on most of the themes about which the average enquirer into
psychic matters seeks information.

One welcomes the spirit of critical investigation which inspires the
National Laboratory of Psychical Research, if the evidence of their
excellent publications is to be taken as a token of their internal activities,
The latest Bulletin, Official Science and Psychical Research (2s.), gather
together a series of addresses delivered by well-known scientists and
writers at a special function arranged by the Laboratory. Professor Joad,
who presided, made the important pronouncement that “in various circles
psychical research is becoming increasingly regarded as something which
is not yet quite—but may at any moment become—a fully fledged
science”. Referring to certain spirit-messages he says, more humorously,
but perhaps rather more unjustly: ‘“So appallingly platitudinous are
these communications that one is driven to the conclusion that if our
souls survive our brains certainly do not!” Monsieur Réné Sudre, who
shares with Professor Richet the honour of being the best-known authority
on psychical research in France, pointed out that the existence of super-
normal phenomena could only be denied by those critics who refused
to make a serious study of the subject, but that it is entirely unnecessary,
therefore, to jump at the explanation which spiritualists offer us. After
twelve years of constant experimental investigation he had utterly rejected
the attribution of these phenomena to spirits, although they could
reasonably be attributed to exceptional faculties of living human beings.
M. Sudre's lengthy lecture is so brilliant a survey of a complex subject,
so masterly an explanation of the manner in which psychical research
is beginning to afford help to the sciences of psychology, zoology, biclogy,
and physiology, that it deserves the widest possible circulation. Other
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i valuable contributions to this Bulletin are made by Sir Richard Gregory,
b Professor Schiller, and Mr. R. S. Lambert,

Once every year there arrives from across the Atlantic a bulky, green-
' com- paper-covered volume containing the Annual Report of the Smithsonian
France Institution (Washington, 7o cents). One always expects two or three
firmly 4 scientific papers of exceptional interest in each volume, and one is never
matter disappointed. The latest Report (1932) contains a significant article by
entous Sir Arthur Eddington on “The Decline of Determinism”, This dis-
oy the tinguished thinker reminds us that there is no longer any ground for the

assertion that electrons are purely hypothetical, because by an instrument
ST called a Geiger counter, electrons may be counted one by one as an observer

s only counts stars one by one in the sky.
1STIESS. whietrttrs-besa~taking place-in phyes
emory
T OWI
ymatic Professor Albert Gilligan contributes some notes on the geological
ir sin- history of the North Atlantic region. In view of the widespread belief
much among occult students that the sunken continent of Atlantis still exists
ibility in that region, it is significant to find this celebrated geologist arriving
at the conclusion that ‘‘there was an actual continental area occupying
plain the whole of the present North Atlantic which has since broken up and
r into foundered’’. e
~~ The famous excavations which are being carried out in the Indus'
s the valley at Mohenjo-Daro are carefully described by Dorothy Mackay. It (I’
T-]}e“ is only ten years since the world became aware, through these discoveries, |
vities, that the history of India could no longer be started with the coming |
ather of the Aryans, but that it stretched back to a still older civilization, the |
 and Indo-Sumerian. Merchants’ seals belonging to the Sumerians have been
-_]‘Ed' found as far afield as Egypt, Syria, Babylon, and the shores of the Caspian
arcles SB&
M P The Professor of Arachazology at Benares University, who has himself
i discovered and identified many Sumerian seals and inscriptions in Central
yusly, Asian countries, once told me his opinion that there was formerly a
el civilization stretching from North Africa to Eastern India which Ppossessed
Lo @ common culture. It seems that twentieth-century archaology is 3
s gradually and unconsciously being led towards the ideas enunciated nearly /"
ety half a century ago by Mme. Blavatsky in her monumental volume,
?Pe’;l The Secret Doctrine.
;;;s:y When a scientific enquirer takes to the investigation of palmistry,
After collects the imprints of many thousand hands with notes about their
s owners, and compares his results with the traditional doctrines _of this
sould ancimif art, we may reasonably expect that a l::OG:Ik on t%m subject by
ings, him will possess more than average value. This is precisely the case
ject about The Hand of Man, by Noel Jaquin (Faber & Faber, 12s. 6d.), which
:arcl; can therefore be commended. Nevertheless, one is naturally disappointed
- to find that divination, or the art of fortune-telling, which is the side of
Yher palmistry that most usually interests people, is the very side which
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interests Mr. Jaquin least. As an ex-medical student he has given prior
consideration to the medical, psychological, and sexual sides.

He proves, and I think with clearness and accuracy, that the human
hand does betray diseased conditions which exist, or are threatening, in
other parts of the body. He makes out an ample case for the value of
palmistry as a help to medical men for correct diagnosis. Numerous
examples of such diagnosis are freely strewn throughout the book.

Short-fingered people are the ones who get things done, according to
the author ; they are quick in thought and action. Long-fingered people
belong to the world’s brain-workers. Lack of thumb development can
be taken as a definite sign of lack of will-power. A short, straight head-
line indicates the materialist, the man who accepts nothing that cannot
be proved by material means. George Bernard Shaw’s palm imprint is
reproduced as a frontispiece : his little finger is abnormally long, thus
showing remarkable literary ability ; while the bulgy termination of his
third finger betrays dramatic talent. Other palms illustrated are those
of Professor Einstein, Sir Oliver Lodge, the late Sir Henry Segrave, and
Sir Arthur Keith.

Mr. Jaquin refuses to admit that palmistry is a form of clairvoyance.
“‘Clairvoyance is merely a magnification of the normal faculty of intuition,"’
he says. ‘‘It is often startlingly accurate and often entirely wrong—it is
just unreliable.” He tells a story which was related to him by the late
Sir E. Marshall-Hall. Many years ago a clairvoyant foretold the whole
of Sir Edward’s life in minute detail, which later proved accurate. The
same day the same clairvoyant gave a reading for a friend of the dis-
tinguished lawyer, but not one prediction proved to be correct !

The author prophesies that the use of finger-prints for identification
purposes by the police will one day be replaced by the use of full hand and
finger imprints. The idea is an excellent one.

His heartening and inspiring belief that, within reasonable limits, we
may change our circumstances by changing our psychological make-up
and bodily health is doubtless responsible for the indifference with which
he views fortune-telling.

PAvUL BRUNTON.

AproN MEN. The Romance of Freemasonry. By Colonel Robert
J. Blackham, C.B., CM.G., C.I.E., D.S.0. Demy 8vo. Fully
Tllustrated. 15s.net. London: Rider & Co.

It is a pleasure to call the attention of Masonic brethren to Colonel

Blackham's latest work, Apron Men: The Romance of Freemasonry, for

many reasons, but chiefly because the author is well qualified to deal with

the subject, and because he can write to the point. There is no snobbery,
no pomposity, in these pages. They are excellent reading, and it may
be said that the author wields his pen like a man of quality, a thing rarely
to be met with these days, whether among Masons or others. His book
gives a sketch of the rise and development of Freemasonry in this country
from the time of the Craft Guilds, reminding us that the Guild of Masons
adopted as their patron saints the Quatuor Coronati, the four Martyrs of
Rome, whose emblems were the saw, the hammer, the mallet the com-
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“MOST people cannot quickly answer the simple question, "What would
™ vou most like to do in life?’ "’ remarks Elizabeth Severn in her excellent
new book, The Discovery of the Self : A Study in Psychological Cure (Rider,
75.6d.). “They are filled with doubts, uncertaipties and confusions ; they
have to consider what is possible or probable, or make a choice between
various conflicting desires. The problem ends in frustration."” So
Mrs, Severn has written this work in an attempt to help such persons attain

) larger degree of inner unity, as well as a better understanding of their

own complex natures.

Her method is essentially psycho-analytical, but the commingling of a
spiritual outlook vastly improves it. Mrs. Severn's valuable experience as
a psycho-therapeutic practitioner in America and England renders her
writings more useful than those put forth by enthusiastic but unscientific
theorists. She narrates several interesting stories from her case-books
which give point to her statements. We learn from them what a vast
amount of misery prevails unspoken under conventionally happy adoles-
cence and ontwardly harmonious marriage.

There is an unusually informative chapter entitled ‘‘Nightmares are
Real”. Itexamines the nature of dreams, of which the persevering author
has collected records of many thousands. She makes the curious-but
perceptive statement that ‘‘dreaming is a state akin to insanity, in that it
is not limited by facts as they are known to the conscious mind’'. Night-
mares are dream-reminders of painful personal catastrophes which
happened in the past, and which have left permanent scars on the psyche.

An able review of the rise of psycho-analysis and an outline of its main
ideas are included. Though it possesses a large literature and an eager
body of lay students, the science is still excluded from most official and
academic sources. The author would place Freud among the benefactors

. of the world. 1 would add that Jung developed Freud's doctrine to a
. truer level, by minimizing the absurd emphasis placed on infantile sexuality
and by breaking away from the excessively materialistic view taken by
his master.

The daily meetings which take place between the psycho-analytic
practitioner and the patient have the quality of the confessional. Mrs.
Severn admits that the method used is ‘‘a hard process, for it destroys
many illusions and forces one to see his own ego in its true light, which is
not always a favourable one’’. The usual procedure consists partly in
drawing out the patient’s opinions and feelings about himself, while
avoiding any expression of the practitioner’s own opinions. It is claimed
that the results are worth while, for emotional complexes are dissolved,
neuroses are cured, and even physical pains and disorders may vanish. In
her analysis of the causes of illness, the author attaches much importance
to the emotional factors, as grief, shame, depression, repressed instincts
and hatred. ‘‘A neurotic is a personlwha is physically injured’’, is a very
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true definition. The chapters on sexual emotion are outspoken and
emphatic. Civilization has fixed a standard of decency and restraint in
sex matters, but it has not shown much sympathy for those unfortunate
persons who are unable to live up to that standard. Mrs. Severn manifests
a kindly attitude toward them. She reveals how proper psychological
treatment will greatly help unhappy adolescents and the maritally
mismated.

Garland Anderson is a negro, and follows in the trail of that splendid

man Booker T. Washington to prove that intellectual activity and high
ideals can fill a black man’s cranium no less than a white man’s. Uncom-
mon Sense : The Law of Life in Action (Fowler, 5s.), is the title of a book he
has written to teach some rather well-worn ideas. A few years ago his

play Appearances drew packed houses to a West End theatre, for it wasan

original and daring production. One wishes that this book were as well
constructed and as smartly written as that play, but, with the kindest will,
one must confess that itis not. There does not seem to be much regard for
literary form, while the first fifty pages are wearying. Their omission or
extreme condensation would improve the interest of the hundred and fifty
pages which follow them.

Mr. Anderson, having risen from hotel page-boy to successful Broadway
playwright, offers ns the recipe which he followed when making the neces-
sary efforts to rise. Here it is: ‘“When the mind reaches the point of
absolute and unwavering belief in the success of anything, the ways and
means to that end will automatically unfold in the mind. The working of
this principle is exact and unfailing, even in the extreme cases where the
intellect can see no possibility of success.”” He asserts that as you strongly
believe, so shall it be. Apply his recipe, and character will be transformed,
poverty will give way to prosperity, and diseases will vanish from your
body. An attractive teaching, this, but one hopes it is not too good to be
true. Itis common New Thought doctrine, which often is truth swaying
dangerously upon the end of a balancing-pole | New Thought, with all its
defects acknowledged, has nevertheless done much good in getting rid of
people’s “‘blues”, in turning tired pessimists into untiring optimists, and in
convincing sufierers from flat feet that they have perfectly normal pedal

extremities | However, Mr. Anderson’s volume is flavoured with sincerity (g

and idealism, and one cannot help liking the character which the author
projects into his pages. How far his theories are acceptable is another
matter. Faith is truly a wonderful thing and greatly to be recommended ;
but then, so is common sense.

§ et Sir F s B I scthat—TFimo-io-tho-frtEm
efman. But Mr, J. Louis Orton evidently wishes to improve the phrase,
for he has called his latest treatise Hypnolism—ithe Friend of Man (Thor-
sons, 5s.). The author collaborated for some years with the famous
Monsieur Coué at Nancy. He reveals that when they first met in Paris in
1922, Coué said: *'You use hypnotism ; I do too, but I don't say so—I
think it is better not."" This statement will surprise many people, espe-
cially those with confused notions of the mind’s powers. The author adds
that “‘Coué was an indifferent hypnotist but an excellent suggestionist.
He was not very successful in inducing profound hypnosis.”’
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n and | Mr. Orton begins by retelling the story of George Du Maurjer's famous
aint in novel Trilby, and then proceeds to cast withering scorn upon the technical
tunate inaccuracies of the plot. ““The Svengali method is simple,’’ he writes, ‘‘and
nifests 80 are those who believe in it !'* Half the feats attributed to that pictur-
logical esque and powerful hypnotist Svengali could never have occurred, while
ritally the impression given that hypnotic procedure racks the nervous system of
P the subject is quite contrary to fact,
lendid The author describes a number of simple experiments which students
1 high can attempt upon themselves and others, They reveal the potency of
‘neom- suggestion, but different personalities will inevitably differ in the results
ok he obtained. He points out further that it is a common error to suppose that
2o his hypnosis presents any difficulty in termination. On the contrary, experi- P
vasanf® >  ence shows that the difficulty lies in perpetuating hypnosis. Blowing on

s well < the face or tapping on the soles of the feet generally suffices to awaken a
it will, mesmerized subject.

rd for Looking over the range of subjects which the author has put on parade
ion or in the table of contents, one realizes the wide stretch which hypnotism has
1 fifty now taken. Hypnotism in Fiction, Suggestion, Auto-Suggestion, Why
Thought Kills and Cures, Management of Hypnosis, Medical Uses, Surgical
wlway Uses, Mental Complaints, Nervous Complaints, Moral Reform, Educational
neces- Uses, Social Uses, Speech Defects and their Cure—these are some of the
int of titles.
s and Mr. Orton believes firmly in the materialistic hypothesis 4 la Haechel,
ing of He can hardly take occultists seriously ; he calls Christian Science ‘‘a
re the spurious science’” ; he is impatient of the Brahmins, whom he dismisses as
ongly &  “‘mystics and pretenders’’ : and finally he proudly states that he is com-
rmed, pletely sceptical of clairvoyance. His book is at an advantage because it
your is written by a practical man ; it is at a disadvantage because of its fre-
to be quent insistence on the materialistic nature of hypnotic causes. The ty
aying of materialism which it espouses is<pits and few first-class
all its minds would be found willing to entertain it to-day. However, those
rid of readers who can skim-the cream of Mr. Orton’s facts and reject his
nd in philosophy should find his work useful.
pedal e~ After a lapse of twelve years since its last printing, the fifth edition of
erity The Gate of Remembrance (Blackwell, 7s5. 64.) now appears. Those who
uthor remember Frederick Bligh Bond's peculiar book will also remember the
other stir it created at the time. Mr. Bond was Honorary Architect to the
ded ; Diocese of Bath and Wells; the crumbled ruins of Glastonbury Abbey
' came within his purview ; and so he took advantage of his post to make use
rierma of psychic guidance in the work of excavation. He had been a keen
Tase, student of glorious Glastonbury’s history, and he was an equally keen
‘hor- student of the occult side of things. So few were the existing remains,
nous s0 incomplete were the available plans of the great Abbey, that it was

ris in difficult to know where to dig usefully. This book tells how Mr. Bond
0—I A called in the help of a psychically gifted friend, John Alleyne, and the two

spe- sat together fairly frequently with a view to the production of automatic
adds writings. Their rule was to make their minds placid and their moods
mist. - quiescent. They hoped to tap what they term ‘‘the cosmic memory”’,

Their attitude toward spiritualism was unfavourable, but subsequent results

__"-“.—
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forced them to favour it. Many scripts were produced, a large proportion -
of them having reference to Glastonbury’s ancient monastic affairs. One G{Batl"
day came a message which contained an important secret they had long d‘lscipl
been seeking, viz. a detailed description of the Edgar Chapel, its location ~ discipl
and its exact measure. *‘The width ye shall find is twenty and seven, and  Perple
outside thirty and four, so we remember—Beere Abbas.”” The excavations - i0to sl
which followed confirmed these words to the letter. mastes
Now Bere (or Beere) was the last great building Abbot of Glastonbury, ~ Pupil’
He was the man who had erected the Edgar Chapel, but the dissolution of later b
the monasteries and subsequent depredations had removed all trace of it. 5‘01'3_50
This verification is why Mr. Bond was compelled to veer round toward the Strain
Spiritualistic hypothesis. Then came another signature to the writings, master
that of the monk Johannes. He told the wondering sitters that he died in  Passed
1533, and advised them exactly where to dig further, His advice was dental

sound, for more archzeological discoveries were made at the places indi- to b""
cated by him. His messages came through in a queer mixture of old ‘tl;rmng
of the

English and guaint Latin, thus : ‘*Ye balcony was underneath ye window ;
and from yt did lead the way to ye altare back where was an ymage of FXercis
Saint Mary. Ego sum Johannes qui ex memoria rei dico.”” (I am for suc
Johannes who speak from memory of the matter). Quite apart from the The
intrinsic value of these documents, there is the added interest of their back- transla
ground. Glastonbury was one of the first strongholds of the Christian faith Study ¢
in Britain, and popular legend associates it with the Holy Grail, Cer- Expe:ric
tainly it was in former centuries a centre of pilgrimage comparable in ductior
importance with some of the most famous centres of Christendom. The f€W-
devout came thither from all corners of the Christian world, ~Anc
The problem of true origin raised by these scripts is not to be solved by /¢ Bt
their impatient rejection or credulous acceptance. Are they the records of the eth
still existing personalities who lived and laboured in old Glastonbury four ™entar
and five hundred years ago? Are they the “'tappings’’ of some etheric Practic:
atmosphere surrounding the Abbey’s site and rekindled to temporary life and thf_
by the psychic vitality of the sitters ? Or-sre-thoybut-the-emergeneeof oLl
latentideas-derired-fromrthe anthor sstudy-ef-old-dacuments 7 Fhewise 0 Stud
seader Will etleap swiftly-—to-judgment—lorTesthisemelusive lady who, HEkTE
<saysancisntrepest Jives atthe bottemoban extremely deep well. e Xeco)
writes 1

Essays in Zem Buddhism : Second Series (Luzac, 20s.), is an attractive =
en

book which reminds me that many years have turned the pages of time
since 1 last met its distinguished Japanese author, Professor D. T. Suzuki, J L
His modest character and profound learning are an ornament to his race, 29d 1_“1
A few brief conversations with him sufficed to divert my interest in Buddh- ©XPlain
ism, which I was then studying under one of the Elders of the Burmese ™ 1927,
school, into the wider vistas which are to be found in Mahayana (the Later his
schools of Tibet, China and Japan). Since then Professor Suzuki has made OF c010
it possible for English readers to have access to the great treasures of Zen Subtle t
through his admirable translations and studies. Several

What is a “koan” ? After Zen had flourished for five hundred yearsorso ® featur
the masters observed that it was declining into the merely formal, highly A sl
systemized, logic-chopping and word-mongering condition into which most _ 100m

religions, cults and spiritual philosophies seem fated to decline after their beent;aJ
ever the
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One  ¢reative genius has left the world. Accordingly, a new kind of mental
long | discipline was added to the training. Strange problems were given to
ation = disciples for solution, problems which were anti-logical, intellectually
,and  Perplexing, and seemingly without sense, These problems were condensed
tions  » Into short phrases consisting of a few cryptic words, or formulated by the
master into brief questions with apparently unconnected answers. The
bury. | Pupil’s tendency to intellectualize matters was thus checked, for sooner or
onof | later he came to realize that no amount of rational thought could effect a
of it. | Solution. He was thus driven into a condition of ever-increasing mental
1 the  Strain and emotional tension until, under the guidance of an experienced
ings, = Master, he was led into a kind of crisis, When the latter was successfully
ed in |~ Passed, the koan was dissolved and intuitive perception with transcen-
was  dental experience was the result. Two typical koans are : ‘“To be and not
indi- o be—it is like a wistaria leaning on a tree’’; ‘‘Look at the North star by
[ old  tumning around towards the south.”’ I hazard the theory that the nature
dow  ©f the koan is less important than the intense concentration induced by
e of  CXercising upon it, and that this concentration itself is largely responsible
am  for successful results,
C the The remaining chapters are full of interest. They contain two new
ack- | translations, the secret message of Bodhidharma who founded Zen, and a
aith = Study of mystical passivity which is worth comparing with the recorded
Cer-  experiences of Christian mystics. The book contains twenty-five repro-
e in = ductions of old Far Eastern prints and should be welcome to the discerning =
The few, q“"'\
Another work on Buddhism is Dwight Goddard’s revised edition of i
i by The Buddha's Golden Path (Luzac, 4s.). Since it is more concerned with
is of | the ethical and religious side of its subject, it could be regarded as comple-
four = Mentary to Professor Suzuki’s. Mr. Goddard describes the moral and
eric | Practical discipline which comprises the eightfold path of Buddhist life,
life | @nd then shows the reward waiting for the man who practises it. Tivews

e-af . would do well
wise t0 study this easy introduction ; I
zho - e. Mr. Goddard’s work is authoritative and to

be recommended, for he has studied his subject at first hand in Japan ; he
tive | Writes me that he has just gone to China on a spiritual quest.
S Zen is the most vital and possibly the most mystical of Chinese and
uki, | Japanese Buddhist schools, Its approach is predominantly psychological
ace, | and intuitive rather than religious and intellectual. The author has |
dh- explained its groundwork in the first series of his Essays, which appeared "/
ese | it 1027, and in this volume he considers the more advanced aspects and !
the = later historical developments. The same charm of style, the same fondness |
ade | for colourful illustrative anecdotes and the same masterful ease in handling i
zen = Subtle thoughts which marked the first book appear also in these pages. |
Several chapters are concerned with the ‘koan’’ exercise which became such J
r 5o @ feature of the medizval monks’ training. -
his A slick sub-editor on one of our popular journals gave the title of
ost  “loomy Dean'' to William Ralph Inge, D.D., many Years ago, and it has
eir Deen eagerly adopted by every wielder of the journalistic pen. Yet if
ever there existed a gloomy dean, surely it was that one who flourished two

T ———
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hundred years ago—Jonathan Swift, whose irascible temperament offers
much contrast to the philosophic character of the Dean of St. Paul's. The
truth is that Dr. Inge is neither a pessimist nor an optimist but, like a
good Platonist, dwells outside both these definitions. He believes in three
eternal values—Truth, Goodness and Beauty—and whoever loves these -
things can never be really gloomy.,

God and the Astronomers (Longmans, 12s. 64.), is the latest addition to
his galaxy of brilliant books., There is very little astronomy but VETY and
much philosophy in this work. Its central idea js that we must accept ‘
Sir Arthur Eddington’s positive statement that the whole universe is
steadily and irrevocably running down like a clock, if we are not to flinch
before the discoveries of science. Having thoroughly impressed this pin
upon his readers, the Dean pertinently asks: *‘Isit not reasonable to assume the
that whatever power wound up the clock once may probably be able to ally
wind it up again ?"' Therefore good Christians need not unduly alarm
themselves over the dark forebodings of our scientists, because the Creator pyie
can—and probably will—create another universe again! That leads oth
Dr. Inge to the theory of recurrent world cycles, a theory which he seems ]
to favour though prudently hesitating at a fixed opinion,

The idea that the universe is annihilated and then re-created anew after to re
a period of rest is an ancient one.  Its history extends from China through thej;
India and Persia to Greece, while to-day we find the belief incorporated in
the Secret Doctrine of Theosophy.

The Dean believes that Darwin's biology was misread and made to of lif
serve a superstitious belief in the perfectibility of the species. The ;
chapter on '*God in History'' is a sustained polemic against the modern
pantheists who would make Deity grow with the universe, as well as against
those modern scientists who would give Time itself an absolute value. A
lengthy passage from Croce, the Italian philosopher, is quoted with the
sarcastic comment: ‘T confess T can see nothing in his hymn to progress THE
except delirious nonsense.””  Nevertheless Dr. Inge closes the chapter with |
a confession of wistful hope. Gifted with a strong intuition of the soul’s
immortality, he needs no further proof. He harshly rejects Spiritnalism,
““which is often the spurious mysticism of the materialist’””, He treats the
notion of successive lives on this earth with sympathetic understanding,
as indeed we should expect one to do who takes Plotinus for his master,
His phraseology may sometimes be exceedingly pu ngent, but his arguments
are so lucid, so precise and so brilliantly expressed that his prose shines on i
occasions like a piece of mother-o’-pearl,

Mrs. Alice A. Bailey’s classes in occult philosophy are well known to and g
New York students of the subject, and now that she has transferred her
activities to London, for a period at least, interest will be centred on the
new edition of her work, I'nitiation, Human and Solar (Watkins, 45. 6d.),
Although the authoress modestly disavows any personal authority for the being
extraordinary information which follows, it is commonly understood that her as
she claims to have certain Tibetan adepts as her distant inspirers. Her *Rave
general teaching is a variant of Theosophy while this book especially deals .
with the mysterious and sublime experience of initiation. Mrs. Bailey
explains that two things result from it - {a) “an expansion:oicunsciuusness and p
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F
offers that admits the personality into the wisdom attained by the ego; (b) “a
- The | et period of enlightenment wherein the initiate sees that portion of the
like 3 | path that lies ahead to be trodden””.
: t;:rez What the average reader will find most interesting in this book is the
i Lol

sontinuous reference to a group of Masters called *‘the Hierarchy of Light"'.
, We are told that it has been in existence for millions of years upon this
don to | . : : g z : - e
planet ; thatitcantrols-the-sworld's destinies-and-guides-itemafoeafinis-
tVBl’y S - 5 loard i S 2 T g—to tde—an—wmitmate~perfection. Its
AccePt | central home is in the Gobi desert, possibly the most mysterious region in
'S¢ 15 | Central Asia. Other members of this order dwell in difierent parts of the
flinch | world. The Christ is still among us in a physical body somewhere in the
d this | Himalayas. Each day he stands under the great pine treein his garden at
SSUmE - the sunset hour and pours out his blessing on all those who aspire spiritu-
ble t0 | ally. The Hungarian Master Rakoczi is in charge of the destiny of Europe
alarm | and America. He impresses the minds of statesmen, inspires the acts of
reator  rylers, and brings about desired results by telepathic energy. Several
leads  other picturesque figures are briefly described for us.
seems How far these things will be credible to non-Theosophical readers one
cannot say, but let us hope that they are really true for they will help
vafter © to restore confidence at a time when most things around us are fast losing
rough ' their stability. If these hidden but benevolent beings hear the wide-
ted in - spread cries of a tortured world, then surely those cries will not be uttered
in vain. If Mrs. Bailey is one of those fortunate persons to whom a vision
ude to - of life’s secret meaning has been vouchsafed, then her work becomes of vital
The | importance. And if I am not competent to touch on these points, I can
lodern | say at least that her book is well worth reading.

gainst PaurL BrunTON.
e. Af

th the

ogress THE TANTRIK DOCTRINE OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. The Secret
r with of the Tantras. By Elizabeth Sharpe, F.R.GS.,, FRES,
soul’s M.RAS., FB.EE, etc. Published by Rider & Co., Paternoster
alism, House, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. Price 4s. 6d. net.

1ts the

Arart from its intriguing title it is claimed on the title page that this
book is *‘culled from the most ancient occuitism of India, the Shakta-Kawla :
never before writien in a book, but handed down from Teacher to pupil’’.

The writer warns against the performance of ritual without under-
standing its secret meaning, a practice which leads to utter degradation
of its followers. No other doctrine has been more greatly misunderstood
and debased than the Tantra, she states.

nding,
1aster.
ments |
nes on

wn to

=d her The Tantrik Doctrine centres round the ancient and long-hidden secret
3“6;11}0 belief that there exists on the forehead of woman who has reached to the

highest principle of spiritual enlightenment, a spiritual womb, capable of
being impregnated from above by Divine means. The author describes
her as ''a mortal woman with deer-like eyes”. ' Men and women'’, she says,

or the
d that

Her  «pas gained, through years of evolution, the ari of veproduction of themselves
'B‘ai;’fls in the lowest of all centres, that of the earth. But theve are many higher centres,
ey

where reproduckion can and does occur, if the afinity is sufficiently pure
USHESS " and powerful.”
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Miss Sharpe points out h(%na.ny of the Church teachings were prac-
tised long before the introddction of Christianity, as, for instance, the
Roman Catholic meditation of the Sacred Heart, which shows that heart
burning. This, she says, is part of an ancient esoteric heart-lotus medita-
tion (Anahata). Then thefe is the recitation of the rosary, laying stress
on the value of sound repetition, as do the ancient mantras. Worship
of the Mother, as taught by the Roman Catholic Church, is also a custom
antecedent to Christianity, and there are meny others.

The book, as a whole, is profoundly symbolical, and only open to “the
ears of understanding’’, but seeds of wisdom may be gleaned by any
intelligent student.

R. E. Bruck.

LoTus LiLy 1x Lakeranp. By L. E., A LitTiE Book oN Bopy
BuiLpING FOR A Boy. By L. E. London: “Rally” Office.
3d. each.

Two charming little pamphlets for children. The first conveys deep

spiritual truths in the simplest language : ““When you are not busy on the

outside, just think God Thoughts, Jesus Thoughts all the time, then you
will make a little Inner Dwelling where God can live in you.” The second
contains just those words on breathing, feeding, fighting, sex and health
which every right-minded parent will want to say to her child,

J. F. LAWRENCE.

Tue FALL OF IDEALS. By H. P. Blavatsky. U.L.T. Pamphlet No.
27. London: Theosophy Company. 2d.

; ; B . ¢

H. P. B.’s brilliant essay is an apt exempli-

fication of this truth.

is—uliimate—arisetnto—a. godlide TN She
of a personal Devil and reveals that Satan xists
nowhere but in Man’s own dual nature. And she points at last to the
greatest need though saddest lack of to-day—love for humanity.
RapHaEL HURST.

3

BoOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED : The Lord's Prayer. By Gertrude
E. M. Saunders. (Waymark Press, 6d.) Durchdie Handschrift zur
Menschenkenninis. By von Hilde und Dr. Passou. Rascher & Cie.)
Modern Astrology Ephemeris for 1934. (“Modern Astrology”’ Office.
1s.) Eniry into the Kingdom of Heaven and Messages of Peace. By
Shiv Bart Lal. Mirzapur : Radhaswami Dham. Spirit Communic-
ations from a Prominent Freemason. Anon. Thought Processes and

Respiration. By Alexander Cannon, M.D. The Human Aura and -

How to See it. By Harry Boddington. (Psychic Press. 6d.)
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% MORE than half a century has passed since that bleak November morning
when a handful of people gathered in the Mott Memorial Hall, New York-
and the Theosophical Society was publicly inangurated. Have the hopes
of its early members been realized ? The Society has encountered so many

o antagonisms, both from within its own fold and from without, that its

future cannot be traced with any certainty. Indeed, it has followed
the general fate of most attempts to organize spiritually, for it is to-day
divided into a half-dozen schismatic bodies. Those who would like to know
one version of its first great split will find it graphically written in Henry S,
Olcott’s Old Diary Leaves : Fifth Series (Theosophical Publishing House,
7s. 6d.). This volume covers the history of the T.S. from the opening
of the year 1893 till the spring of 18g6. Reading it, one perceives how
quickly a sorry state of affairs developed after the death of Mme. Blavatsky,
who, ‘*at the behest of the Masters of Wisdom of the Great White Lodge’,
brought the Society into being.

The Vice-President, William (). Judge produced, from time to time,
written messages which were put forward as coming from the mysterious
Masters themselves. Col. Olcott, the President, did not agree with this
— claim. He joined with Mrs. Annie Besant in an accusation that the
letters were forged. Mr. Judge entered an emphatic denial, and in turn
denounced Mrs., Besant for working black magic upon himself. An
attempt was made to oust him from his post. He retaliated by with-
drawing almost the entire American Section, which was formed into an
autonomous organization in 1895. The Society was shaken to its founda-
tions during the controversies.

The further pages of this book are full of interesting matter. There is
the detailed record of Mrs. Besant's first visit to India. Her hurricane
lecture tour in that country roused the educated Hindus to a sense of the
intellectual values of their own religion, and they greeted her enthusiastic-
ally. The diarist conceived a tremendous admiration for Annie Besant,
and praises her oratorical powers unstintedly. There is a reference to
Swami Vivekananda who ‘‘did not impress me with having any belief
in the existence of our Masters'".

One day there came to the headquarters at Adyar a sick, disappointed,
and disillusioned man. He was an American, Dr. Scrogin, who had been
attracted to India by extravagant stories of Yogis and Mahatmas. *'Poor
. Dr. Scrogin had worked his way north as far as Kashmir without seeing

o~ the least bit of a wonder-worker or miracle, had contracted a dreadful
fever in the Terai jungle, and been laid up a month in hospital’’ The
author mentions also three Russians who bad come to India, attracted by
Blavatsky's writings and ardently hoping to enjoy some weird experiences
with the Yogis. ‘‘That they were disappointed, as have been scores of
others who have come on the same quest, goes without saying,’’ observes
Olcott. ““Mahatmas and other miracle-workers are not on show.”” The

)
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soms, \and\dug in sea-sand for clams, or as he called them, smislins.
5 they qre ﬁnted on the leaf before me, they run : . . . An gadderin
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ais chil in Shetland where he gathered paddick stéls, or mush-

ddick stols'y or pokm efter smislins, etc.

\ Yours truly,
\ J. W. MASON.
ASTRAL PROJECTION.

¥ \To Editor of THE OccULT REVIEW
Jccult SUBE.“S ave always appealed to me because I have had
wonderful experiences, during sleep, of what I call“out of one’s physical
body™ happenings\:._ I have been in my spirit-body even in the full
sunlight on this earth, seeiug physical surroundings and people as a
silent and invisible watchet, I had often wondered whether others
have had such experiences.

Then one day I bought a bogk called The Projection of the Asiral
Body, by S. J. Muldoon apd Mr. Garrington. To my surprise I found
that the experiences Mr. Muldoon ‘telates coincide wonderfully with
my own. I consider Mr. Muldoon’y, work as very striking—a great
advance in explaining this'marvelloys phenomenon of the human
soul, His explanations are 8o direct,\frue, and also cover all the
spiritualistic phenomena. It will one day be recognised
as the work of a genius when the becomes more awakened.
I wish I could meet Mr. Muld —what an interesting
talk we could have !

As to some practical points : What students
that a vivid dream, or even psychic tra¥elling claifyoyant experiences
are not the same as “out of body” iences.
instinctive, or, elementary occurrences, no under thé&control of the
spiritual will ; the latter, however, is a percéption of orlg's own super

sensible form in a soul body, and enables on nscious of
oneself, in a supersensible world, as one is col If in the
physical world through the perception of one’s ph

Yours'si

CHAS.
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book is written throughout in that lively, engaging and personal style which
characterized all Olcott's work. There is not a dull line in it.

It is an open fact that the late Col. Olcott was ceremonially received
into Buddhism by the High Priest of Ceylon, and thereafter did much
to spread a knowledge of the faith. To-day he is being followed by another
American who is working valiantly in the cause of a correct understanding
of Buddhism. Dwight Goddard has sent me a copy of his third book,
The Buddhist Bible, (London agents : Luzac & Co,, ¢s5.), a finely printed
volume of three hundred pages. Mr. Goddard’s early experiences in
China and Japan brought him into contact with Zen, possibly the most
advanced and most vital of present-day Buddhist schools. He has
collected, edited and interpreted the four important texts which comprise
this book, namely : The Self Realization of Noble Wisdom ; The Diamond
Sutra ; The Prajna Paramita Sutra ; and the Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch.
A short history of Chinese Zen (Ch’an) is given as a preface.

The first scripture is at least two thousand years old, yet it was not
translated into English till 1929, when Professor Suzuki issued a translation
which was, unfortunately, too unreadable for the average Westerner.
Mr. Goddard has followed in the wake of his respected teacher by presenting
a more attractive version. It deals with most profound metaphysical
problems. Its basic teaching is that the whole universe, the whole structure
of our external world, depends for its validity upon our own intellect.
"I teach that the multitudinousness of objects has no reality in itself,”
declared the Buddha. ““When it is clearly understood that there is
nothing in the world but what is seen of the mind itself, discrimination
no more rises, and the wise are established in their true abode, which is the
realm of quietude.”” Such a bold declaration must necessarily be caviare
to the many ; because intellect, itself body-based, automatically rejects
it, while intuition, that faint whisper from Reality, alone grasps the secret,

The fourth scripture in the book was composed by Wei Lang, who
flourished fifteen hundred years ago in a monastery near Canton. He
tells us : “‘If we knew our mind perfectly and realized what our self-nature
truly is, all of us would attain Buddhahood.”’

The earlier Western conceptions of Buddhism regarded it as an
atheistic and unduly pessimistic religion. They are now slowly yielding
to a truer understanding. In the result we begin to perceive that the real
teaching of the Buddha was unconcerned with fruitless theological argument
about Deity, and that Nirvana is a positive condition of unperturbed
happiness hardly consonant with the mournful connotations of pessimism
Thanks to Dwight Goddard for placing before Western students the little-
known teachings of Zen, and may he receive sufficient encouragement
from discerning students to go on with his work of uncovering these gems
of Oriental wisdom for our benefit,

We return with a jolt to the modern age, when confronted by Clifiord
Bax’s new essays, to which he has given the poetic title of That Immortal
Sea (Lovat Dickson, 7s. 6d.). The Oriental atmosphere of religious
certainties is gradually fading from our lives, so Mr. Bax makes a brave
attempt to rescue belief in the soul from the cold air of twentieth-century
scepticism. Perhaps he is guilty of some exaggeration when he dares to
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assert that ‘‘the average man does not now believe in God or the soul'’, but
there can be no doubt that the average man finds it difficult to arouse
great enthusiasm for such belief. The author attempts to convert and
convince such a man as the one who would rather go for a spin in a motor-
car«<apisar than go to church, who likes a cocktail party infinitely more than
a theological discussion, and who is more concerned with how to pay his
bills than with his spiritual condition.

The first part of this book is historical and describes in felicitous
language, spiced with subtle irony, how the modern tide of materialism
has arisen, and how the scientific investigators and anthropological
researchers have devastated orthodoxy. The second part makes broad
allusions to psychic research and offers the sensible remark : ‘“The sceptic
is hasty when he performs a gleeful war-dance because a certain medium
has been exposed. Ninety-nine grocers may put sand in their sugar,
but there may still be one just grocer who does not.”” The results achieved
by modern spiritualism justify the attention of those who are still puzzled
by the problem of death.

Mr. Bax offers us his meditations upon sexual morality in the last part
of his book. He rightly finds a link between this theme and his first one,
Although bestowing an intellectual sympathy npon those ardent persons
who would run up the flag of sexual promiscuity and run down the last
fences which hold sexual passions in restraint, he prophesies that they will
prove nothing more than transitional types. He holds that marriage
must have fidelity as its basis, and that a calmer age will perceive this,
He believes that the future generation will possess a kindlier and cleaner
attitude towards sex, treating it as a natural function of which we need not
be ashamed, and which the spiritually aspiring need not despise as an
evil thing. It has been a privilege to read this sensible and beautiful piece
of writing by Clifford Bax.

Mainly on Physical Phenomena is the latest Bulletin to be issued by
that vigorous institution, the Boston Society for Psychic Research. It
contains six contributed papers bearing on fine points of psychic con-
troversy. Forty old cases are cited to demonstrate how intellectual
persons were deceived by physical phenomena, supposed to be of spirit
origin. This care for truth is praiseworthy, but forty other cases might be
cited which strain credulity if a materialistic origin is to be ascribed to
them, John Myers, Rudi Schneider, Mrs. Piper and ‘‘Margery’’ are some
of the celebrated mediums whose feats come under critical review in the
Bulletin.

Pavr BrUNTON,

RELATIV D REALITY. A non-technical exposition of theors
of r‘;mw its philosophic consequences. . H. Paelian,
B.S., MA. Mac‘a'*yw;smng Compan

Ix this book the principles unde i tivity are shown to be common

to occult beliefs. S-u- that, - of trumpets, but with the cold,

calculated e scientist, the illiant and incontrovertible
proof of occ .
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CHRISTTAN ROSENKREUTZ

by Rudolf Steiner, translated by Dorothy Osmond and Mary Adams
(The Rudolf Steincr Publishing Co. 12/6)

Reviewed by DR. PAUL BRUNTON

’TH'E WORK OF TURNING into
English and putting into print
the enormous mass of unpublished
lecture material left behind by
Dr. Rudolf Steiner since his
death a quarter of a century ago,
has steadily gone forward. Al-
though so many volumes are now
available, the number which has
yet to appear is still larger.

The book now under dis-
cussion is the latest addition to the
series. It brings together within
one pair of covers two separate
but related courses of lectures. If
they are separated by twelve years
in time they are related by blood
ties of Rosicrucian interest. The
full title of Part I is The Mission of
Christian Rosenkreutz : ils Character
and Purpose, whilst that of Part II
is Rosicrucianism and Modern In-
itiation.

The first of Steiner’s lectures
is called “The Dawn of Occultism
in the Modern Age”. He brings
in the principle of historical devel-
opment in connection with the
higher culture of humanity, par-
ticularly spiritual culture. The
different kinds of civilization to
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which the human being is exposed
become full of meaning when we
accept the idea that he returns
again and again to earth. In this
way he is schooled in different
periods of culture and gains from
each one what he could not gain
from the others.

The thirteenth century, Steiner
continues, was a time of tran-
sitional importance, for it was a
time of secret preparation for that
intellectual culture which later
characterized the modern world.
Twelve men who were then
living in Europe met privately
for this purpose and took over
the care and education of a
child who, they foresaw, would
one day be the most powerful and
vital figure of their group. They
were themselves highly spiritual
individuals and brought out all
his finer possibilities. He was kept
rigidly from the world and un-
touched by its influences. At the
age of twenty he was ready to go
through a trance experience,
similar to Paul’s before Damas-
cus, which led to an exceptional
degree of wisdom and illumina-




Communication

groups. This dual code is of great
antiquity and is obeyed instinct-
ively by lower animals.

Is it not even stranger that the
Editor of this Review should
appear to be unaware of this
fundamental constitution of our
natures when he writes, “If
acting pro-group is instinctive in
us, acting anti-group cannot also
be”? (“Comment”, in Riper’s
ReviEw, Summer 1950.)

The views expressed in the
editorial “Comment” seem to be
influenced by the mechanistic
explanations of human character
which are so popular today.
Instincts are dismissed by McCabe
as appendages of an outmoded
psychology. But even if we are to
read “tropisms” for “instincts”,
the viewpoint is no more accept-
able. The advance of the theory
of tropisms has done more than
any other single theory of late to
strengthen the materialist and
mechanist theory of life and is the
principal argument of the
Rationalists in refuting a mystic
interpretation of life. “Instinct is
a definitive or final category,”
says the Editor, “not admitting of
exceptions.” Theosophists would
say that instinct like the doctrine
of Karma—the law of action
and reaction—admits of very
considerable exceptions in the
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possession by man of free will.

It is easy to be misled by the
apparent simplifications of scien-
tific theory, whereas such re-
searches, if understood, lead not
to simplification but to an ac-
ceptance of the unutterable com-
plexities of life. The true revela-
tion is experienced by the occult
student who is led not to an
understanding but to an accept-
ance of the complexities of the
spirit. It is the “acceptance” of
war that horrifies some people.
They fight against the concept,
and in fighting they are, of course,
physically or mentally, “accept-
ing” it, for propaganda, in the
sense that it is the imposing of
one’s will upon another, is a mild
degree of aggressiveness. The non-
proselytizing religions of the East
are so by virtue of their basis in
**acceptance”.

While the wheel turns slowly
and the earth’s millions bring
upon themselves and upon us all
ages of upheaval and war we
must not forget that for all the
evil in the world there is also good
to meet it. Mankind has his
Path—he must tread it. The in-
ventions of war are the milestones
on the road. The Lord thy God is
a Jealous God, Mighty in Battle.
But at the end of the road God is
Love.

ﬁ
-
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOGI
by Paramhansa Yogananda. (Rider 21-)

Reviewed by SHAW DESMOND

THE Autobiography of a Yogi, so
far as I know, is the first time a
genuine Hindu yogi has written
his life story for a Western audi-
ence. How far such an audience
will realize the “universal” nature
of this very human story is doubt-
ful. For it takes us on a magic
carpet outside time and space, as
in the chapter, “An Experience in
Cosmic Consciousness™.

Put succinctly, this story of
Paramhansa Yogananda, chosen
as the yogi missionary to the West
and whose work as teacher is
known throughout America and
our modern world, simply dwarfs
the periphery and approach of
the Western scientist, though it
pays full tribute to the achieve-
ments of such as Einstein or
Eddington in “The Law of
Miracles™ section. Yet our con-
cepts of the atom, as of the sub-
sections of the atom, were in-
dubitably known to the Indian
rishis thousands of years before
Christ. We are, largely, but re-
discovering. From my own pro-
longed studies of Hindu and
Buddhist science, and 1 use
the word advisedly, I can say that
Einstein’s Unified Field Theory,
which “marries” the laws of
gravitation and electro-magne-
tism, was, in effect, known in
past ages to the rishis who taught
that “the protean maya was the
sole texture of creation”.

This book is a Bible for the
student who does not fear being
driven, as physies is being driven,
outside time and space.

In a series of fascinating stories
of levitation, of living without
food or drink, of Swami Schong,
the “*Tiger Swami” who, unarmed
and with his naked hands alone,
reduced the most savage tigers
to helplessness, this “yoga text-
book™ makes plain why it is that
the science of the West is now
“Physics in Flux”. We may even
say that the wveils are down
between the Third and Fourth
Dimensions, and that we are
seeing and shall see wonders
beyond dreams. Actually, there
are not a hundred real dyed-in- _
the-wool materialist scientists left.
All are ‘“contaminated with

host !

The illustrations are of a high
order—the faces of the yogi and
yogini, or female yogi, fascinating
to study. They seem of another
order of vibration from even the
most evolved of the Western
teachers. But the men, in nearly
all cases, themselves have the
faces of luminous women, yet
withoutf effeminacy, and I can
vouch, from personal experience,
that the bodlllgs of these men are
superbly muscled and nerved.
The face and expression of
Yogananda himself in the frontis-
piece is unforgettable, and that
of Ananda Ma, the “Joy-Per-
meated Mother”, fascinatingly
human.

The idea that the yogi is set
apart from the daily life and is
egomaniacal, is just nonsense. The
life of the genuine yogi, as op-
posed to the pestilential swamis
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contact with other worlds was
lost.

This view, which the evidence
of history and of true esoteric
tradition shows to be the correct
one, contradicts the view of
short-sighted contemporary oc-
cultists in America that the human
race is on the verge of manifest-
ing psychic faculties on a wider
scale as a result of_its own pro-
gressive evolutionFTt is mislead-
ing to suggest that only recently
has a start been made to unfold
spiritual capacities and develop
psychical faculties. We are merely
recovering the first and losing
the second. The fact is that the
twilight of inner sensitivity meant
the dawn of intellectual faculty.
The practical achievements of
science became possible through
such a change. If today those
achievements threaten us with
suicidal self-destruction, if the
hopes for human welfare once
raised by nineteenth-century
science now seem absurdly ex-
travagant, that is the warning
signal to restore the balance and
to regain the lost sensitivity of the
past while holding fast to the
intellectual gains of the present.
This is indeed the most important
mission of mystical teaching in our
tragic times. (>

To return to this book, it must
be said that although so much
of Rudolf Steiner’s teaching is
acceptable, some of it is dis-
putable. But what remains in-
disputable is that the times call
for more eager inquiry into what
men like him have found through
penetration into spiritual and
cosmical facts, more dedication to
self~ennoblement and self-uplift-
ment, and more reverence for a
higher power.

67,

In the Steps of

JOHN
BUI\II)YAN

VERA BRITTAIN

“Thanks for inferesting and delight-
fully  illustrated book about great

Bunyan.
“"Whoeeer has not read ‘The Pilgrim’'s

Progress® at 6 years old or less, has
read nothing.”"—G. BERNARD SHAW

85 Illustrations 15/- net

%

Ty T

o
i

RICH & COWAN

THE UNCERTAIN
ELEMENT

An Anthology of Tales
of Mystery and Fantasy

Selected by
KAY DICK

“As fine a collection of articles and
stories dealing with the bizarre and
fantastic as one could wish for.™
NOTTS. GUARDIAN
“A book to dip into again and again,
but mot too late at night.””
THE QUEEN

10/6 net

JARROLDS

Publishers (London) Limited

PFLEASE MENTION “RIDER'S REVIEW" WHEN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS




66

the sense of being wholly given
up to earthly things, while the
other would withdraw altogether
from worldly life for the sake of
spiritual concerns. This was not
desirable and so he strove to
bring true Christianity into
closer touch with practical living
as well as to create methods of
esoteric  development  which
would not lead the aspirant away
from the earthly activities re-
quired of him by Karma. He is
still fulfilling this mission and
those who follow such methods
are indebted to him. The al-
chemists of the Middle Ages and
the Anthroposophists of our own
age are among them.

Nevertheless Steiner utters brief
but necessary warning that
Rosicrucianism has degenerated

into charlatanry in many quarters §

The true Rosicrucians are extra-
ordinarily hard to find. His warn-
ing must be strongly endorsed.

Throughout all this work
Steiner consistently puts forward
the view that with the efflux of
time changes took place in the
inner constitution of man which
led to a loss of certain senses.
Early man was instinctively clair-
voyant; he saw and knew what
modern man no longer believes
in, much less perceives. This is
why all primitive peoples without
exception accepted the existence
of other worlds of being and
freely allowed themselves to be

ided by prophets, seers, sages,

oly men, oracular mediums,
witch-doctors or sorcerers. But
the necessities of individual and
intellectual development slowly
brought about an enfeeblement
of clairvoyant powers until the
visions faded away, the intuitions
were no longer felt and the
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earthly limitations—can be thrown
off and man's mind can be attuned
to the Infinite Wisdom for a flash of
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tion. Although he died soon
afterwards, he reappeared in the
following century as Christian
Rosenkreutz and dwelled in a
body which had an unusually
long life.

Steiner asserts that each of the
twelve teachers stood as repre-
sentative of a different ancient
culture, mainly Atlantean but
also Persian, Babylonian, Indian
and Graeco-Latin. Each brought
out in his pupil perceptions,
qualities, feelings and tendencies
peculiar to that special culture,
as well as provided him with its
special knowledge. His person-
ality was thus well-integrated and
well-balanced, developed on all
sides and bearing within itself an
admirable and harmonious syn-
thesis of the highest attributes.

It is this remarkable genius
who, says Steiner, has repeatedly
stepped into incarnation since
then for the purpose of influencing
the Christian world in certain
ways. He even calls through the
subconscious mind on a number
of individuals. C

His general aim appears to be
the broadening of Christian faith,
so as to include and unite what
is the core of the other religions,
and the deepening of Christian
purpose, so as to promote the
progress of human evolution.
Esoteric and Rosicrucian Christi-
anity is thus not only the true
form of Christianity but also the
true synthesis of all religions.

Rosenkreutz foresaw that with
the changes in human outlook
worked by the tremendous the-
oretical discoveries of science and
their applications in external
living, two classes of human
beings would arise. One would
become wholly materialistic in
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UNDER THE READING LAMP:
A CAUSERIE

MaGNIFICENT indeed were the possibilities with which the Theosophical
Society started its uneven career. Here was a world whose black sky
of materialistic, militant science and irrational, uninspired religion had
hitherto been vainly searched for a star, the light of which was capable of
guiding head and heart alike. Here was an effort, begun with enthusiasm
and soon favoured with success, to draw the conflicting doctrines of
philosophy, science, and religion into serene harmony. Yet, if the Tartar
eyes of Mme, Blavatsky have followed the entire course of her Society’s
history until the present day, one wonders what pungent comments
have been made by the shade of that brilliant lady. These are the reflec-
tions which come to me after studying the horoscope of the T.5. as drawn
up by David Anrias and presented in his new work, Adepis of the Five
Elements (Routledge, 5s.).

One notes immediately that the planets in this chart have been
tragically arranged by fate into opposition and square aspects, thus
creating a cross in the heavens. It is a horoscope of strong conflict,
which the historic fortunes of the Society amply confirm. Mr. Anrias
has conceived the original idea of overprinting in another colour, upon
this chart, the birth horoscopes of H.P.B. herself, Dr. Annie Besant,
Krishnamurti, Bishop Leadbeater, and others. He provides a clear
interpretation of each chart for the benefit of those unacquainted with
astrology, but only in terms of comparison with that of the Theosophical
Society.

The author claims to have contacted one of the Masters who sponsored
the T.S., and gives a varied mass of information received from higher
sources, The method used in obtaining this material is telepathic, and
is described as analogous to listening-in to the wireless. “‘Everyone has
experienced the sensation of endeavouring, for the time being, to exclude
sight, thought, and even physical movement, so that the attention may
be entirely fixed upon the process, Something of this same method
has to be adopted, but carried to a further point of concentration in
order to contact one's Master in meditation ; only, instead of being
negative, the chela has to make the positive effort to attune himself to a
much higher rate of vibration."

It is seldom that such an extraordinary book comes to hand as
Alexander Cannon's The Invisible Influence (Rider, 5s.), which claims to
be a vindication of hypnotism. The pages are packed with a fascinating
miscellany of information upon the higher aspects of the subject, mixed
with anecdotes and stories of amazing happenings. Indeed, I am at a
loss to know whether Dr, Cannon wishes his readers to understand that
the Tibetan, Chinese, and Indian experiences are to be taken as his own,
or whether they are to be regarded as fictional pegs upon which are hung
the literary clothes of his expert knowledge. One cause of this uncer-
tainty lies in the style of the book itself.

i1
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There is an account of an excursion into Tibet and a visit to the Grand
Lama. The latter restores a dead man to temporary life and then has
him replaced in his coffin! The author is accompanied by an unnamed
person, the Sage, who appears to be possessed of a perfect knowledge
of hypnotism. They meet a “Knight Commander of Asia”, who has
caused his left arm to be removed in order to show symbolically that he
is a member of the Brothers of the Right Hand Path. They cross a wide
river, which could not be forded or swum owing to precipitous cliffs, by
levitating their bodies into the air and thus landing in a moment of time
safely on the other side.

In India, the author puts Colonel X into hypnotic trance and then
causes him to write down accurately the exact doings for three hours of
a famous statesman. The record is later shown to this statesman, who
acknowledges its truth but implores Dr. Cannon never to try such uncanny
experiments on him again. Incidentally, one might mention that there
are several instances of this kind of spatial clairvoyance in the annals
of the earlier French investigators of hypnotism.

Another interesting but unnamed character is an Indian professor
who is over a century old, and who consciously visits distant friends
and even departed spirits during his body’s sleep. This professor tells
us that death is simply the continuance of our ordinary sleeping con-
dition. We then hear of Black Magicians who live to an incredible age ;
“nine hundred years being no exception’, and we are treated to accounts
of their devilish work. We learn that serpents so completely hypnotize
their victims that anwsthesia of certain brain centres is brought about
and the victims are quite unconscious of any pain while being killed,
There are queer stories of the faqueers and their feats. Dr. Cannon says,
in effect, that Yoga is nothing but auto-hypnosis. If his book lacks
literary polish, it is nevertheless a psychological document of most
absorbing interest,

Another book which concerns itself with India is The Land of the
Lingam (Hurst & Blackett, 12s. 6d.). It is written by Arthur Miles, who
lived for several years in the country. He has collected together a large
number of quaint anecdotes about the peculiar customs and caste tra-
ditions which have obstinately affixed themselves to India's life since
antiquity., Mr. Miles’ standpoint towards them is openly intolerant, and,
because even the most pernicious practices find religious sanctions, he
characterizes Hinduism as ‘‘that conglomeration of superstitions and
myths . . . idealistic in theory but quite another in practice’. He
further denounces it as sex-ridden and immoral. In most of the temples
one sees a stone representation of the lingam boldly set up, while symbolic
figures of it are often scattered at intervals along the roads. Moreover,
some Hindu sects paint it as a caste mark on the forehead !

The accusation that sex worship is a primary phase of Hindu religion
is only partially true, for there exists a tremendous difference between
the ideals of philosophic, cultured Hinduism and the popular version
which can alone satisfy the untutored masses.

Most of Mr. Miles’ volume is taken up with the superstitions which
he so despises, and with descriptions of the different kinds of castes and
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sub-castes, Itisinteresting to read that lepers are never cremated because
there is a weird belief that a leper never completely dies ; that the women
of the Kuruvikkam caste must wear the same skirt, with nothing under
it, until it drops off, and that even when bathing they are not allowed to
remove the garment! On the whole, the book is a terrible indictment,
from which one gathers the impression that India is one vast bedlam |

The mention of sex brings me to a refreshingly sane book on the
subject by Millard S. Everett, Ph.D. Marital Hygiene (Rider, 6s.) con-
tains far and away the best handling of its practical side that I have
yet seen. The book presents just that amount of worthwhile knowledge
which a self-respecting man or woman should possess, and it presents it
in a clear and clean manner. A generation ago, people were forced to
acquire an understanding of this vital bodily function from haphazard,
incorrect, and often dubious sources, but nowadays no one need follow
such a sorry path. Dr. Everett has had the assistance of expert medical
anthorities in compiling this work for the general reader, so that his
facts are thoroughly reliable. A list of some of the sectional titles will
show what useful ground he covers: the genital organs, conception,
childbirth, special hygiene for men, menstruation, the menopause,
venereal diseases, sexual abnormalities, abstinence, physical hygiene for
marriage, birth control, and contraceptive methods.

“The reader will find here an analysis of the conditions of satisfactory
sexual adjustment of men and women,’’ writes the author. “‘These
conditions are physiological and psychological and sociological.” He
enumerates three essential conditions of happy marriage: romantic
love, fundamental equality, and satisfactory physical union., His analysis
of the first factor is keenly penetrating ; he exposes many romances as
mere illusions destined to collapse as soon as nature has achieved its
object in marriage and procreation. He reveals the many difficulties
which stand in the way of the third requirement, but proffers sound
advice and practical counsel. Scientific methods of contraception are
freely discussed, and Dr. Everett provides his readers with the most
up-to-date information available—an important point to those interested,
because medical research in the matter has made great advances during
the last decade.

How much unexpected suffering and unnecessary misery might be
saved to large numbers of people if they were taught at maturity how
the profound workings of sex force express themselves !

The spiritual and social side of marriage engages another pen. After
the psycho-analysts have done their fell work of denuding love of all its
mystery, here comes Mr. Walter Wynn to replace the insulted goddess
upon her deserted pedestal! He enthusiastically rises to defend her
romance, her beauty and spiritual meaning, in Love’s Closed Doors (Rider,
45. 6d.). He does not trouble our heads with the scientific aspects of
sex attraction ; it is enough for him that a young couple fall desperately
in love, and he will glowingly describe the emotions which flame in their
hearts, He meets them at the church door (he was once a minister),
gives them his blessing, and sends them away to live happily ever after.

He gives short shrift to the enterprising young man who flirts with
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many girls in order to find the right one. “Love is not fancy !’ wrathfully
exclaims the author. “It is an angel who enters the soul to preside over it
for ever. A man may have forty surface loves, but they fade away. The
love that endures rules his heart and life.”

““Is love at first sight possible ?"* he asks. If the cinema is any guide,
it is more than possible! But our author thinks that the cupid who
throws darts at first sight is more probably fancy, not real affection.
The latter is the best thing on which to found a marriage. Mr. Wynn
makes much of the power which love possesses to inspire a man’s whole
career. Perhaps he does not exaggerate. A self-made millionaire once
pointed a finger at his wife and said to me: “There is the secret of my
success 1"

“Let back-street societies preach their gospel of free love ; let wor-
shippers of the golden calf plead for marriages based on bank balances,"’
cries Mr. Wynn, but give him a good, old-fashioned, conventional marriage
based on mutual affection, of the kind which lasts., His book is written
in popular style and in a homely way ; it is a kind of antidote to the
rebellious ideas of to-day's young people, who cast their nets into the
waters of love with a gay irresponsibility.

Jim McWhirter is the title of a lengthy novel written by W. P. Knowles
and published by C. W. Daniel Co. (75. 6d.). It is really an attempt to
propagate certain teachings, and the fictional form has evidently been
chosen in the hope of reaching a wider public. Unfortunately, the feat
is a difficult one. To produce a story which reads convincingly and yet
“put over a serious message’’ calls for the ability and experience of an
expert novelist. Mr. Knowles’ effort is much too obviously that of an
amateur. He would have been better advised to have stuck to a plain
statement of his ideas, and to have left fiction to those who can handle
it better,

His basic ideas deserve ample consideration. First, he outlines a
regime whereby it should be possible for every mother to determine the
sex of her unborn child. Then he makes a strong attack on meat cating,
because of its deleterious physical and psychic effects. Next he shows
how more ethical principles could be introduced into business, even
at the cost of some self-sacrifice on the part of employers. A further
chapter advocates a doctrine of sexual union which has become known
under the name of Karezza. His most amazing suggestion, however, deals
with our habits of breathing, for he predicts a startling catastrophe if
humanity does not change those habits. Mr. Knowles says that altera-
tions are now taking place in the ether, due to the gradually changing
position of the earth’s axis, which will cause our usual breath rhythm of
three seconds to be insufficient. Only those children will survive whose
mothers have, during the gestative period, been able to extend their
own breath rhythms to seven seconds. The date of this catastrophe is
not given.

There are many other unusual ideas in this volume, though it is per-
fectly clear that they are derived from the Mazdaznan cult, despite the
author’s omission of the name. Mazdaznan embodies some very sound
teachings, although they have been clothed in a fantastic garb.

-

-
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The Living Idol, by Jane Cardinal (Stanley Paul, 7s. 6d.), is also a
novel, but far better done than the previous one. It is a romantic melo-
drama which reads like one of Rider Haggard's African stories brought
up to date. Two famous film stars are held as prisoners, through an
aeroplane accident, in a secret North African kingdom, whose ruler is a
man of amazing wisdom. He is worshipped by his subjects as a god.
He heals the faithful of their ailments, but punishes the sinners with a
heavy hand. Zena Lanny, whom her publicity agents call ““the last
word in chic and sophisticated allure’’, is forced to become the bride of
Vlashkah, the living idol. But in the end she meets with a tragic fate,
while Cedric Cade, her companion and jilted lover, escapes to freedom.
The whole story moves quickly, like a cinema reel, and it is written in a
light laconic style which should prove agreeable enough to those who
wish to keep boredom at bay for a few hours.

“Udar is the name of a Fellowship of wise and beautiful souls in the
Great Beyond,” writes Margaret V. Underhill. *I believe that I have
been corresponding with a group of its members by means known to the
student of psychic science as automatic and inspirational writing."*
Some of the results of this inspiration appear in her book, Dreams of Udar
(Wright & Brown, 5s.), which consists of a most interesting and lengthy
autobiographical preface and a collection of poems, It appears that
the members of the Fellowship who have entered into this strange corre-
spondence are chiefly poets and thinkers. Robert Browning, Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, Shelley, and Wordsworth are names mentioned.
Miss Underhill's own preface is a balanced piece of writing, but I must
candidly confess that the poems—however good and idealistic they may
be—seem to lack that vital spark of genius which we are entitled to
expect, considering the illustrious poets who are alleged to be among
her inspirers.

A slim little volume of verse, The Star-Gazer, by Phyllis Dawson Clark
(Blackwell, 3s. 64.), makes no claim to supra-mundane inspiration, yet its
lines possess a beauty which exhibits the authoress as a true poet. Here
is one verse :

"Oh Silence, I have need of thee,
And all day long, mid noisy throng
Of jocund tavern company,

My heart is crying : Come to me,
Oh Mother of the strong and free,
And lull me with the melody

Of thy eternal song.”

The mystical language used by the writer of the Fourth Gospel has
frequently puzzled many readers. Mr. Richard Whitwell, who is already
known as an intuitive lecturer and writer on Christian mysticism, makes
an attempt to provide an interpretation in his new book, The Golden Book
(H. T. Hamblin, 2s. 6d.), The author takes each paragraph of St. John's
Gospel and subjects it to a brief analysis. Step by step he carries the
reader past all the difficult passages. Although he refers most of John's
writing to the inner pilgrimage of man’s soul and the unfoldment of man’s
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spiritual nature, he accepts literally the events recorded. Jacob’s Well,
for instance, symbolizes traditional worship, literal observance of external
rites, The woman who approaches the well is the human soul craving
for spiritual satisfaction. Jesus meets her at the well and His words slake
the soul’s thirst. She leaves behind her water-jug, thus symbolizing
that the old, formal way of worship is no longer necessary to her. Mr.
Whitwell's textual interpretation is highly suggestive, although there is
room for other viewpoints.

Initiation into the secrets of the Mystery-Temples was esteemed of
high importance among the ancients. The Greeks built vast sanctuaries
where this sublime experience could be undergone by selected applicants,
and now we are beginning to realize that the ancient Egyptians erected
the Pyramids for a similar purpose. A small book, bearing the curious
title of No, by A, Lura Douglas (Sun Publishing Co., 50 cents), gives
the author’s version of what happened within the mysterious recesses of
the Pyramids during the process of initiation. The candidate’'s adven-
tures within the dark passages and dim halls are well described, and his
progress is shown to depend upon the positive efforts which he makes
to rid himself of fear, doubt, fatigue, and many other hindering qualities.
It 1s a pleasure to commend such an excellent little work.

"*Sir, the biographical part of literature is what I like best,” said the
shrewd Dr. Johnson, and many of us will echo his taste. Certainly, it
has been a charming experience to read A. F. Webling’s autobiography,
Something Beyond (Cambridge University Press, 3s. 6d.). One gathers
the impression of a quiet, unambitious man writing these pages in a
quiet, book-walled study, a plain-shaded lamp at his side, and a com-
fortable fire in the grate. The same modest spirit has pervaded Mr.
Webling's uneventful life. One perceives its keynote in the confession :
"I was born in a noisy thoroughfare in Camberwell. I passed the first
twenty-six years of my life mainly in London, the City and its suburbs,
I am imbued, therefore (being what I am), with a loathing of town life,"
The author fled from a clerkship to become a minister in the Church.
He describes his experiences in great detail. Mental and spiritual struggles
eventually arose to trouble his inner life, but the study of psychic research
comforted him with a fresh understanding of Christianity. He has passed
his humble years through the alembic of deep reflection, and their record
here is presented in an accomplished, attractive style.

PauL BruxTtow,

YocA. By Major-Gen. J. F. C. Fuller. London: Rider. ss. net.

WE are glad to see that this interesting and useful little book—which has
been out of print for some time—has now been reprinted in a new edition.
For the author knows his subject as few Westerners know it, and the
manner in which he explains the many obscure points which confront
the student of Yoga are not only of great interest but of tremendous help.
Truth has many facets, and it is only through delving into philosophies
other than one's own that one is able to detect that the various roads
which mankind travels to attain the Goal join at a central point which is
Truth.
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CROWLEY’S “MAGICK”
By PAUL BRUNTON

THE appearance of a new book* by Aleister Crowley recalls to
memory an earlier work by that author which came for review
into the hands of G. K. Chesterton some years ago. Writing in
the Daily News, G. K. C. wittily remarked :

We have all possible respect for Mr. Crowley’s religious symbols and
we do not object to his calling upon Shu at any hour of the night. Only
it would be unreasonable of him to complain if his religious exercises
were generally mistaken for an effort to drive away cats |

There are several exercises in the present book whose purpose
might similarly be mistaken if a neighbour overheard one practis-
ing them.

It is known that Aleister Crowley has been working on the
manuscript of this book for several years, though not continuously,
and that he regards it as his supreme contribution to technical
or practical magic. It is not quite clear, however, why Crowley
has resumed his old pseudonym of the “Master Therion”’.

Magick In Theory And Practice runs to the length of 436 pages
and consists of four parts, each separately bound in strong paper.
Before I turn to the work of the author, I would like to pass a
deserved compliment to the printer.

Crowley persists in using the archaic spelling of the word
“magic”’ throughout his books. This is undoubtedly a matter
wherein he is right. “Magick’’ certainly upholds the wider and
more philosophical connotation of the term which it possesses
among the initiated. One would like to follow Aleister Crowley
in restoring the true spelling of the term, but editors and printers
are pontifis whose bidding must be obeyed.

Part One of this book opens with an appropriate introductory
chapter wherein the author presents his twenty-eight theorems
In the science and art of Magic. The first theorem is simple but
interesting : “Ewvery intentional act is a Magical Act.”” The
twentieth is equally interesting : “Man can only attract and employ
the forces for which he is really fitted.”

*MAGICK in THEORY and PRACTICE. By the “Master Therion.” Lonhdon:

W. & G. Foyle, Ltd. In 4 p:ll'l?_ .Ml;rfcc: 15/- the Set.

B——
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In a further chapter Crowley proceeds to describe his theory
of the universe. His aim would appear to be a reconciliation of
the Dualistic, Monistic and Nihilistic theories. His conclusion
is that our true knowledge of the material universe consists
principally of the concepts of pure mathematics.

The remaining chapters take up a consideration in detail of
those Magical formule which compose the rituals of the art.
Thus we have the wand, the cup and the pentacle among elemental
weapons ; Tetragrammaton, Alhim and I.A.O. among evocative
names.

I am afraid that on page 65 Crowley loses his head when he
tells readers that not even God can check the Magician upon his
chosen path, but must be obedient to him. The part is declared
to be greater than the whole !

An unpleasant chapter on blood sacrifices contains this
astonishing statement :

For the highest spiritual working one must accordingly choose that
victim which contains the greatest and purest force. A male child of per-
fect innocence and high intelligence is the most satisfactory and suitable
victim. . . . It appears from the Magical Records of Frater Perdurabo
(i.e. Aleister Crowley) that he made this particular sacrifice on an average
about 150 times every year between 1912 and 1928.

This is doubtless nothing more than one of Crowley's practical
jokes, though a particularly nasty one. Crowley once boasted

that he had killed and ate the bodies of two native bearers in” o :
India. A prominent journal heard of this boast and sent a ¥ line with eag

reporter to obtain his authentication, which was readily given.
Thereupon the next issue of the journal appeared with a headline :
“Crowley the Cannibal!” I regret to say that a humorless
audience was completely deceived by this posturing. Crowley
has a predilection for practical jokes. He holds nothing sacred,
not even himself.

The choicest literary piece of Part One has been reserved for
the final chapter. With that characteristic modesty for which
he i1s so justly celebrated, Aleister Crowley explains that the
outbreak of war in 1914 was due to the publication of his Book
of the Law the previous year. ““The intrinsic power of the truth
of the Law,”" he adds proudly, “‘and the impact of the publication,
were sufficient to shake the world . . . the might of this Magick
burst out and caused a catastrophe to civilization.”’

At last we know the truth ! It was not Kaiser Wilhelm ; it
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was not the fear and suspicion among national governments
which caused the war ; it was none other than Aleister Crowley
himself !

Part Two of this remarkable work covers some of the operations
in Magical ceremonies.

Some interesting chapters on Clairvoyance and Divination
close this part. A common method among the adepts is that
involving fixation of sight. Crowley’s method is very different.
He instructs the pupil to imagine a shape resembling his own
body, standing immediately in front of him. When the con-
centration is strong enough, he is to transfer consciousness to this
“body of light” while keeping the physical eyes shut. Then
one is to use the eyes of this thought-body.

Part Three inaugurates a series of appendices, which provide
the reader with a variety of informative notes. We are given a
glimpse of the structure of Crowley’s organization, to which he
mysteriously refers as the A.-A.. and to which he applied the
designation in earlier days of “The Great White Brotherhood".
It can be stated here, however, that the letters stand for “Atlan-
tean Adepts”’.

Part Four contains a noteworthy Dictionary of Correspond-
ences, harmonizing the Cabbala with Egyptian, Hindu and
Chinese magical systems. It is reprinted from his pre-war work,
Liber 777, which, I believe, is now wholly unobtainable. Letters,
numbers, names, etc., belonging to these systems are brought into
line with each other. Crowley explains that there is a natural
connection between them all as well as with certain symbols.

The later chapters describe a series of rituals and incantations.
I append a fair and funny sample of the kind of matter they
contain :

The Animadversion towards the Aeon.

Let the Magician, robed and armed as he may deem to be fit, turn his
face towards Boleskine.

Let him strike the battery 1-3-3-3-1.

Let him describe a circle about his head, crying NUIT |

Let him touch the centre of his forehead, his mouth, and his larynx,
crying AIWAZ !

Let him break into the dance, tracing a centripetal spiral widdershins,
enriched by revolutions upon his axis as he passeth his quarter, until he
come to the centre of the circle.

I $his Rrgpgeem =i it lunacy ? Or is it just
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One chapter deals with the control of breath. It gives certain

Hatha Yoga practices in an altered form, but their dangers can
hardly have been lessened. Crowley informs us that his last
birth in a physical body was Eliphas Levi, the French writer on
Magic. As an interesting confirmation of this statement he tells
us that Levi died six months before the birth of the author of
Magick In Theory And Practice. 1 will supplement this with the »=~
information that Crowley told his friends in pre-war days that the «
illustrious Count Cagliostro was another earlier incarnation of his,
a claim that was also made, or at any rate implied, by Mdme.
Blavatsky when requested by Dr. Franz Hartmann to tell him
what was her last incarnation. She went to a drawer and took
out a portrait of Cagliostro, and gave him to understand that this
distinguished personage had provided a sheath for her soul.

I am therefore forced to the conclusion that Aleister Crowley
and H. P. Blavatsky are one and the same person. But since
this theory scarcely seems tenable, the final judgment must be,
in Lord Tennyson’s phrase, that ‘“‘someone had blundered !"”
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EGYPT—THE HOME OF THE
KABBALA
By PAUL BRUNTON

et

This article, from the pen of the well-known author of
“The Secret of Ancient Egypt”, throws an interesting side—
light on the personality of the Russian student of the Kabbala,
who, writing under the pseudonym of ‘‘Enel’’, has, in his
work “Les Origines de la Genese et L’Enseignement des
Temples de L’Ancienne Egypte”, made a valuable con-
tribution to our knowledge of the early Egyptian temple
] teachings.

(ONE sultry African evening last year, when an oaplescent sky

set a perfect background to the black silhouettes of Cairo’s
mosque, minarets, -and houses, a friend took me to an office
building in the business quarter of the city and led me into a
square, plain roomJ There I found a dozen people gathered to-
gether. * They were members of a study class which met weekly
to hear a paper read out by a Russian ex-officer, and to ply
him with questions thereafter.

The subject which engrossed their minds was a wide one—
the origin, culture, religion, language, and literature of ancient
Egypt—and it was viewed in a manner at once unorthodox and,
possibly, unusual among students of Egyptology. These topics,
curiously enough, find but scant interest among native Egyptians,
and hence the speaker’s little audience was almost wholly drawn
from Cairo’s European colony. After question-time was over,
I had a conversation with the Russian and found that he was
engaged in difficult but fascinating researches along lines that
ran part of the way parallel to my own. I discovered, too,
that he was the author of some well-known treatises on the
Hebrew Kabbala which had been published in Paris, where he
had studied Egyptology under the famous Maspero. In his
researches he did not rely entirely ‘upon purely materialistic
facts and then setting his logic to work upon them, but also upon
an inner sense which he called intuition, CI-Ie would not walk
into the occultists’ camp, but hesitated half-way thereto. ) Never-

theless, he accepted the system of the Kabbala, on ifg literary
267
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side, and his treatises in French, published under the pen-name of
Enel, revealed the profundity of thought which he had given to
the subject.

As I was on the point of leaving for Southern Egypt, he
invited me to visit him on my return and to pursue further the
several fascinating points about Egyptology in which we were
both interested. Thus it was that later, following the winding
course of old Nile, I made my way back to Cairo and thence
to Heliopolis to fulfil my engagement. Enel lived in one of
those pleasant modern villas which have sprung up all over
the site of the ancient sacred city where Moses learnt his recondite
lore and where Plato was shown the priestly treasures of papyrii
and inscriptions. But the Heliopolis of their days has vanished,
being buried below the surface of the earth by the all-covering
hands of time. 3

Enel’s further talk revealed a mind that for thirty years
had been treading a lone path in the fields of Egyptology, for
he welded the learning and methods of the academic student
to the intuitive faculty, which did not hesitate to leap boldly
into that dark period of pre-history at whose frontiers science
stops for lack of data. He seemed to me to be a man who was
suffering from undeserved but inevitable neglect, rejected by the
orthodox and unwilling to become a naturalized citizen of the
land of the occultists. I felt it incumbent upon me to encourage
him to continue his researches, even though my own experiences
far outran his probable acceptance. Enel was attempting to do
by intellectual and intuitive research what others, including
myself, are attempting to do by psychic and spiritual investiga-
tion. The two lines of study need not be inimical. To a balanced
onlooker, they are complementary and may even help each other.

Because the Egyptians are so lacking in interest in their own
native antiquities, because the French have shown and continue
to show some appreciation of Enel’s efforts, I felt that he ought
to be introduced to the world of English readers attracted by
Egypt. In a short time his first publication in English, entitled
The Message from the Sphinx will be issued by the House of
Rider, and will probably be followed by the larger and more
important work, The Origins of Genesis and the Temple-Teach-
ings of Ancient Egypt, which represents Enel’s opum magnus.

The first volume of the latter work has just made its appearance
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the walls of the synagogues ; that the magic rod was a standard
appurtenance of Egyptian priestly magic, where it was given a
serpentine design, and was the same that Moses used for per-

_forming_his_mizaeless

Much of the author’s effort is devoted to philological con-
siderations and to an attempt to unveil the profounder sacred
meanings of hieroglyphs, that truly remarkable picture-alphabet
which forms the key to ancient Egypt’s wisdom and culture.
Paragraphs in the old texts which are meaningless when read by
the candle of orthodox Egyptological interpretations, become
vivid and meaningful when read by the light of Enel’s lamp.
He takes many of the leading words, names, and phrases which
occur and recur in the texts and upon the inscribed walls, and
analyses them into their original components in such a philo-
sophical manner as to impart to them the meaning which they
bore to the learned priests in relation to the highest doctrines of
theirreligion. For hieroglyphsadmittedly carried three meanings,
and the final interpretation was purely esoteric, unrevealed
to the laity and generally understood only by the initiated.

Egyptian views on such topics as the soul, death, resur-
rection, astronomy, the gods, universal laws, etc., are explained
and discussed respectively in separate chapters. The corres-
pondences these bear to the Kabbala are likewise given. A good
deal of miscellaneous lore is included which will fascinate the
student of ancient Egypt.

Enel’s comparisons between the Egyptian, Kabbalistic,
Christian, and Hindu conceptions of Nature and man are worth
quoting : “According to the Kabbala, man presents a ternary
reunited in a unity, just as is the case for his prototype, the One
God, Whose aspects are the Trinity.”” And then he gives the
hieroglyph representing the human being, a picture of #hree
uprights tied together at the top! Finally, he mentions the
triple Brahminic division of man as being composed of material,
subtle, and causal bodies.

He accepts the view that the Egyptians believed not only in
a life beyond the tomb for the soul, but also in a resurrection
of the complete human being, including the embalmed body.
““Thus in the ritual of ‘The Opening of the Mouth’, which sym-
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bolizes the restitution of the functions of the body of the mummy,

the first act consisted in placing the latter on some sand. This

act showed symbolically that the deceased had emerged from the
e - 2

W#

original and painstaking studies, likely to take a permanent place

in its literature. It is a book, nevertheless, which demands and
should receive close attentive reading. He treats his subject

with all the dignity and restraint it requires. I am glad to com- ™
mend it to those who read French,

SCIENTIFIC LEVITATION

We regret that unforeseen circumstances have occasioned delay

in publishing the article by Mr. W. G. Verschoyle, which we had

hoped to include in the present number, and shall look forward
to being able to include this in our forthcoming issue.—Ed.

BOOK REVIEW

A MESSAGE FROM ARUNACHALA. By Paul Brunton. Cr. 8vo. Pp.
223. London: Rider & Co. Price 5s.

From “the Hill of the holy Beacon” and the inspiration of ‘‘the last of
the Maharishees of India”, with whom readers of 4 Search in Secyet I'ndia
will already be acquainted, Paul Brunton has compiled a volume of essays
on the inner life which should find a ready welcome by his numerous
admirers. The subjects covered range from meditations on the nature
of spiritual consciousness and *‘contact with the Overself or divine being
that dwells within each one of us” to a criticism of the hollowness and
shams of Western civilization.

Naturally in a scrap-book of this kind may be found chapters of varying
merit or appeal, but the burden of the author's message is the necessity
for recognizing that spiritual factor which without any permanent recon-
struction of civilization is impossible. Through the pages of the book
breathes the refreshing air of the Heights where Peace remains unbroken—
Arunachala, the hill of Peace, the mount of Vision, to be found by every
man if only he will turn his gaze within.
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attitude towards c
dismissed as fancif| 2018
the ancient sciences of Prophecy, Astrology,
Numerology, Spiritualism and Magic out of
the undeserved contempt in which they have
lain while younger sciences sprang to lusty
manhood.

Yet for a generation past the publishing
house of Rider and Company have been issu-
ing sound books which cover these and kin-
dred subjects. To-day the catalogue of this
pioneer firm lists over 400 works.

Newspapers which bring such subjects to
the favourable notice of millions of people for
the first time, perform a public service. The
astrological readings printed week by week in
one famous London paper are being talked
about all over the country. The doctrines of
the ancient astrologers, once grasped, are fas-
cinating, They provide a perennial study
which helps one to deal with one’s fellow men,
for they give the key to human nature, More-
over, they reveal how we can win a better
success by understanding and preparing for
our destiny, than by struggling blindly with
it. Those who would like
to look into astrology for

G- R T s e e

themselves cannot do better
than read William Wilson’s
Astrology: An Effort at Sim-
Plification  (2s. 6d.). ‘The
author possesses an easy pen
and one will find his book,
strange though its subject be,
perfectly comprehensible at
the first reading. A little less
ambitious is Your Birthday
Month—And You (35. 6d.), by
Margaret  Baillie-Saunders,
the famous novelist. This
volume gives a simple astro-
logical system of character
reading.

A famous Sunday news-
paper is now publishing a
series of articles on the
curious and little - known
theme of Magic. Read Israel
Regardie’s The Tree of Life

N—
(15s., illustrated), and then his Garden of %~
Pomegranates (7s. 6d.), and you will discover
that magic is not mere superstition but scien-
tifically verifiable,

One subject which, since the war, has caused
much controversy in several national news-
papers ag well as in scattered provincial jour =
nals, isfSpiritualism. Its apparition startles 3

ostic age. Not only the Press but
many of our best scientists and thinkers are
joining the ranks of those who believe in a
psychic basis of life. What they think today
the masses will begin to think tg- . For

Te g Investigation into the
subject, read On the Edge of the Etberic (3s. 6d.), _
by |. A. Findlay. This book will astound you
for it proves, as far as literary proof can go,
that Death is but the obverse of the coin of
life. And next take up a clergyman’s account
of spiritualistic experiences in Proof (5s.), by
Rev. V. G. Duncan.

Hypnotism, too, now well entrenched in
the fields of psychology and medicine, in-
vites your inquiry, , In this connection Alex, p
Eerskine’s A Hypnotist’s Case Book §s., will be
found highly interesting, while Ernest Hunt’s

A Manual of Hypnotism (2s.),
gives some valuable infor-
mation,

Much publicity has been

given to certain predictions
of world change but what lies
behind them can be checked
by reference to such carefully
written works as The Times
Bear Witness by “Sphinx”
15.), and What Has and
What Will Cometo Pass (1s.),
by Walter Wynn. Therein
it is shown that the Pyramids
carry strange prophecies
for our time, written in
stone and verified by the
colossal happenings of recent
years.

Any reader who will come
to the Rider Books mentioned
with a free mind, will be
better rewarded than he

might first think.
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by Marigold Watney

(Hutchinson, 7s. 6d.), is, in one word, happiness.
All that most people ask of life is happiness. The
problem is how to capture the blue bird.

Hannak Honeybunn and Joana Crighton thought
that happiness was to be found by living a free life in
Londoa. Filled with the spirit of adventure, they for-
sook the monotony of a country existence and took a
flat in Jermyn Street, where a variety of experiences,
some alarming, others amusing, thrilling or disappoint-

Cranjora § Up-io-Laie
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ing, awaited them.

on a Powd, a rare and satisfying charm.
Post has labelled her.

Marigold Watney writes with delightful under-
standing of really likeable people.
make friends wherever it is read.

Al 1T Ask will

There was to be found
in Maricorn WaTNey's
first two novels, Un-

- certain Story and Ducks
“An interpreter of Cranford’s up-to-date”, the Morning

Successor to Sunset S ong

——y

Lewis Grassic Gissox,
a voluntary exile from
his native Scotland is
the son of a Mearns
farmer who has given
up facing the elements
behind a plough in
order to write books in
his study. His first
attempts to publish a
story only scrved to
send up the dividends
for the Post Office, till
at last he sent a speci-
men of his work to
H. G. Wells who recog-
nised his ability and has”
since praised his work.
Swumset Soma, of course,
was an  instantaneous
success both here and
in America and went
into several editions on
both sides.

EYOND question an event of importance in
contemporary Scottish literature,” said Eric Link-

later of Gibbon’s Sunset Song. With the publication of
that book the critics with one accord joined in a chorus
of praise for what was undoubtedly a greas novel. “A
notable triumph,” said Compton Mackenzie. “He has
written something permanent,” said L. A. G. Strong
writing in the Spectator. C. Squire in the Daily
Telegraph asserted that “this new author had great parts”.

Sunset Song dealt with the countryside.
has undoubtedly repeated the success of Swnset Song in
his new CLOUD HOWE (Jarrolds, 7s. 6d.), which has the
Scots village for theme, and a treatment equally epic.

Tragedy told with ironic humour, comedy as real
and as grim as the hills—Mr. Gibbon has achieved a
style and a method inimitable and startlingly effective.
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