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“Life, after all—the greatest problem within the

human conception—Is a mystery that the greatest o
of Science will never solve. ; In order .tn be corre |
hended it has to be studied in the entire series of its
festations, otherwise it can never be, not Dﬂ-l}’ fathumed) b
even comprehended in its easiest form—1life, as g State o
being on this earth. It can never be_gmsped'su long 3 : i
studied separately and apart from universal life,

; To Solye
the great problem one has to become an czccultlst > 10 ang]y.,
and experience with it personally, in all its phas?s, as life o
earth, life beyond the limit of physical death, mineral, vege_
table, animal and spiritual life ; life in conjunctiop with
concrete matter as well as life present in the fmpﬂnderable

atom.”—Quoted from “ The Mahatma Letters to A. p.
Sinnett,”
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ap ! ’f‘ Tyie ThE El,_,_.phi,:_ﬂl] Gacictys who Jub S of 2 body ©
\ f Jast Y€ r TL.‘LQEHI.:%L the € - h ot
3\‘ "\ in Ncn'cml‘lﬂrﬂ ASE) : =2 o G urfli-dﬂmv who
) X Jeists know! as th Masters © \CCSS of
[0 Occultists = : ledg of the whole Pt ;
h, & only have fi “hand knowiefhb= . o =T “nd its O jectives
?"** evolution T waking e O g its purpose: Two of th
) but are instrument i 18 ]ergf he Society which out-
. & Masters Were the real founders © th tys lcott
0a 8 asters Bl atsky anc (_,olﬂm':l Olcotl,
I t}‘ wardly was formed by H. P. bax "l e [t was
‘LA who wereé their devoted disciples 11 e W P
) ” Necte T eer. o that the world had SO ar
; hnp::d, he Master wrote later, 1 hT
:'0,1 '\ advanced tellectually £ not intultion ly, that the A
-l doctrine might galn an IntL“{:Ltu’ll acceptance and th
g impulse grven for a new cycle of occult researcil. ;
"{I(l' Jt was ~ecognised, DOWEY® r, that the teaching w_c:-uld nee
,I careful p]’E‘SL"Htﬂtiﬂl‘l, and this was clearl indicated 1n @ letter,
from which the following [:u:tr::grnph 1S quﬂted, written DY
another great Master of the Wisdom with reference tO the
work of the Society ¥ the world :
«« The doctrin¢ w¢ promulgate being the only true one
ve arc prf_‘pﬂrmg o gl"b’ﬂ

d by such evidence as?

ately triumphant as every other truth. Yet

it 1s absolutely necessary to inculcate 1t gradually, enforcing

its theo_nr;sf-—unimpeﬂchable facts for those who know—with
direct inferences deduced from and corroborated by tl

cw‘%inc%furnished by modern exact science.’’ Vg

is booklet 1s there > intende e ANt -

and helpful line of irn-'f:i];?ﬁl*ig;;d?d g 111!}1Lﬂtt A Ipte e

o ~r those who are not yet

C _r‘ i - . - .
onvinced of the ﬂflLft lof reincarnation. It also endeavour
al this teaching ' o i
is for any intell
y telligent

must—supporte
__become ultim

to show how essentl
the method of human evolution and to

wi ' satl
vithout it no satisfactory explanition of

Yil

appreciation of
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or the philosopher. the
he effects respectively of hereg; and
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to which al] organisms have been and are being subjec
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: . ted |
modern science., the Presence of a third force working i .7
Inner recesses of all livin '

& organisms is now
third force, described as the fu

Ing the maj

rinto N
at It contains the

ce of the Creative

ature’s proe es, for
Se€Cret of variae;
living organisms.
T{]G searchmg Examinntmn_ of this th; e warking in
the higher organism of man ] lead '
convinced, to the reco

gnition of the
1no other way cap the varied and graded
Consclousness pe explained.
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CHAPTER 1

REINCARNATION EXPLAINED

= ; - r
: : ation slowly but surely permeating
Tue idea of reincarn: ‘ -t with Eastern

: 1 ht to dav 1s due to closer contact wit ¢

10U -day , ST
e oTe -d in this teaching, to the easy access now
life. which 1s rooted 1n : o A d Psvcho-

2 Religious, Philosophic, Scientific and I'sych

ossible to the Keligious, MR B

F i« literature of the East, and to the activities of thos¢
{:}Er“: 1 Erﬂ : - 4 _ ~ = r -
be?im'e in and have proof of this teaching and are endeay um:t

. T Aec ve Ievels i
Ing to re-introduce 1t to the West, As }Ltl: hm*.m_ )

can scarcely be said to have attracted the serious attention
of the average man or woman, though it 1s inding an 1ncreas-
ing place in the drama, the novel and the short story. Some-
times it is jokingly referred to in conversations, and on
occasions it is alluded to whimsically in an endeavour to
account for some of the discrepancies of life ; but as a
definite explanation of life’s problems, as a means whereby
the sublime goal set for humanity to reach by all the world’s
great spiritual teachers is attained reinc
vitally considered. Graduall
over the hearts and minds 0
ton 1n the life of each one,

achieve, for reincarnation j
human conscious

arnation is not yet
¥> however, as it gains sway
f people it will become an Inspira-
encouraging all alike to work and

s the method of evolution for the

1Ess and only in the lioht
¢an an undcrstanding of God’ 5

of this teaching

s Plan for men be obtained.
9




AND REINCARNATION

FOR REINCARNATION
CESSITY
Tue NE

- carnation IS seen as soon as the

The ne_ce:.;' y 1o This goal has been clearly rmé?;

has ever b‘ee? given to humay
.. long €3 and this unanimity ot te{f“:h“lg i
during its 1005 to the tllﬂuglltful enquirer who s

oter confidence -

for an ‘ntelligent mtcrprcmtiDﬂ Df‘llf?’s purpose, |
. . = very clearly states the goal In the fﬂ]lnwmg
Ch”hElftnlE} der. “ Be ye perfect even as your Father in
g rf'”{n ’ 111—" ho th::':rc:by implicd—-wlmt has not been
Hﬁ{jd—thﬂ ‘nfinite power of becoming of the
human CONSCIOUSNCSS. There 1s also th-::i-' pr(_‘r.clum.;ltiﬂn In
Christianity of man’s divine nature ﬂ.ljil_l of his l:Iﬂlt}" wn:l'E God.
Just bcfnre‘fthe Crucifixion Christ, after speaking of His own
unity with the Father, pra}u:d “ that all may be one ; as Th{.ll.l
Father art in me and I in Thee, that they also may be onen
us; . . . 11inthem and Thou in me that they may be made
perfect In one.” Again, the great Apostle, St. Paul, il
claimed the Divinity of man. ‘' Know ye not,” he said,
“that ye are the temple of God and that the spirit of God
dwelleth 1n you ¢ " "
Hinduism is no less emphatic regarding man’s dl‘-"“'{
nature. ** As salt in the water in which it 1s dis&al’»’l?dﬂf
fire in the wood before the fire sticks are rubbed tﬂgﬂtheh-‘-’
l_:autter in the milk that is brought forth by churning, as creal
In clarified butter, so is Brahma C“Hr_‘enleH .s the Sulhifﬂﬂii
creat.ure.” Again, the “Bhagavad Gita”’ says ¢ T hers
e iy o
as clear teaching outlining the Vva)

leadi ed ¥
cading to the World of Brahma, that must be folloW ed -j’bf

tarnest seeker T L S
' after the King . hteousness 5.
teaching Kingdom of Righte si0f8

| ' : ol

give Bf
anXI0US

adequately rea

t follows lﬂgicallhri therefore, that identity ©




and that there IS no barrle:l'
ent between the human an

Idm man an
o m[j:nce the possibility of perfection IS

. - ' # ir r
n is potentially diving, that a pov Ef- "
- : ™ - : . -.1[ O
«hin him endowed with such infinite capacity
W

Divine Consclousness.
due to the fact that ma

l r ' - -r v [ uﬂll

the man made perfect, man anln_e. - P e
Relisgion however is not alone in acclaiming perfec L ¢

o . : d .l B PV “k > qtud]lr[”ﬂ‘
the destiny of man, for philosophy and science alike, studying
life's processes from different angles, are impelled to recognise
an urge onwards towards an increasing perfection of being.
Philosophy, seeking ever to interpret life as a whole, infers the
ultimate end of the evolutionary process. Thus Herbert
Spencer, in his “Dilemma of Civilisation,” w
I8 Not an accident but a necessity.

immorality must disappear.
become perfect,

rote : " Progress
What we call evil and
_ It i1s certain that man must o
ey mmzh: ul{tnTﬁatc L‘iE.\'E!DPII"'lEIH of tb:: 1deal man Sih
e ; gDn m[v:ar S perfection is the mighty movye- e
L a complete develnpmunt and a more unmixed

Stﬁad}’ Pl't:ugr fﬂttorﬂ, and thm ] 3 S |
€S u : > 1gh admittin ,
Hlimate g, PWards jt js iD_th g a

A lavoured child 2. 0t b}r any effq %
e . of I't of h
The hum: I fCither he - une, has fallen :

o o uion ¢ 4 5 the y hi ICestors haye Iﬂbmu re(;

) abﬁﬂrbing b
o - € read |
yo. at all,




ARNATION

of making. Man i
, this planet, but he

e . .+~ however, how humanity
h::’L'; I o LE n dﬂc::. g 3
r rel1g10 51}; 1t can EC:LrCUl}" be attained

- :
ort span % = -] of the listlessness
n the she P' ¢ birth. A good de stlessness

' > " "F. US lif{: C
1 1n the TLl‘Em , . . :
that prevalis ! | ideal of life which, the social

: ar
“hurch holds up Puicla
" tcStiﬁL:S 1S Sti“ far :l]'.lfﬂtl Df I“Lilllialtlon b}; the
3 | i
The Sermon On the Mount, admittedly the

individual. ' e o 5 i
e for the ;15|[11r;1nl'] IS5 }*Lt a u‘:umt,l of PE [‘fLL[IﬂH, and

e oy gives no rational raching as & how the
] u : : - . " - -.. - - - g [ iy
fulfilled, taking 1nto consideration the presentstage

ideal can be r ‘ :
The transformation of the human

of human development.
into the divine naturc takes t

<ints and sages of al time bear witness, 18 accompanied by
intense struggle, suffering and inner striving. U--’”ﬁfquttlt]y,

with many people r€
matter of form instead of a living reality, whilst others

remain frankly indifferent to its appeal, feeling that it 15 out
of touch with the facts of life.
Secular thought also readily 2dmits its ignorance of the

laws surrounding the development ol human faculty. Mr.

H A. L. Fisher writes : ** After centuries of human expert
the

ime and, as the writings of the

ence the laws which govern the emergence of genius,
rarest and most valuable of the gifts of _m;m, still remain in
thc'darkuf.t obscurity. We do not know how to breed
genius.” It is recognised, however, that humanity B
apparently gradually perfecting itself as a whole, pmﬁti“g by
:i:l_::l lijf ?;dbi'ﬂh:”i‘;@f' 'f}f those x:.*]m have .“’ h:u'ﬂ‘ tlu:i:L (1";;
equally to the indi ?‘d p ettection Df. belDE 8 m'ipf:.n*
vidual as to some far-distant race of M

kin : ¢
d, the problem assumes an additional perplexitys for mo!




REINCARNATION EXPLAINED (3

: , for the process than the ordinary hfe- of man
time 1S NECessary : nd the difficulty
Qo the problem again centres rou .
allows. 0 : 1 f time 1n order that all
dine for the essential element of time 1
of providing for S A
: ers of each one may be finally released.
R o s the law of progress
Evolution is now taken for granted as the law of | g I,
but it still remains to be applied in the sphere of splrltuaf
intelligence that characterises man. The evolution o
o - - ' . ~Ta -
thought, of ideas, of society in general, is granted, bLft not so
the evolution of the individualised consciousness In man.
‘That there is a continuous evolution of life as well as of form
Is not yet conceded. It is recognised, however, that the
human intelligence, expressing itself in and th rough the body,
1s subject to the law of evolution. Modern psychology is
J ps 4
showing that the mind and €motions can be trained, improved
and developed Up to a point. Evolution, however, though
a steady and continuoys process, is also a slow one. Great
Progress T?Iﬁ.tl‘.'t;‘!‘}’ can be made in the unfoldin
Gpecially if the individual is
Opcrate with the
death of the bod
eVer reach the

g of powers,

aware of and js prepared to co-
law, yet if that unfoldin,

W, y g IS to cease at the
Y 1t will have to be

. HEII"I‘Ift[E(I thfit ﬂ-ﬂ:ﬁ ‘Wi”
a = =
. jl}-ll.‘ipmntcfj_ goal, Y et, why should the
e with the disinteoration of the bodw >
1at the bod)r ' = ZLo ) AL

the Jaw of death need not

lectual and morg]

€Xpression

soul
an find further

0 continye the

Im




ental and moral capacity

‘f N0 "r_L oW A . :
h lif  him r " er his gﬂﬂ_l__._..—thf_, perf.cctlng of his
eCOMEs possible, and the

stimulate endeavour ip
bsequent lives. Reincarna-
one life &7 still F::]Cs for the Pros essive unfolding of the

I -ng lives on Cﬂ-l’th, and
.t the apparent slowness of the
¢ for achievement is at the

d in su

. necessar
end 1s sure.

ligions will be familiar with the idea
of reincarnation, for it 1S fu:-LEimncntﬂl to the religious liifg of
the East. At on€ time also 1t fmrmf?:d part of the teachmg of
Christianity, for :+ is on record that 1T Was taught by some of

the early Church Fathers, :}nd was only finally c_]ect.ed from
the sixth century by 2 Council of the

Christian teachings n
oss of the knowledge of relncarnation

Church. It is this |
which has made 1t dificult for Christendom to explain how
sight of the method

man may become perfect, for it thus lost
of evolution for the human consciousness. T here are signs

however, that it is beginning to attract the attention of Chris-
tian thinkers, and if this should one day ultimately lead to 1ts
restoration to Christianity, the message of the great Western
rcliginn will become charged with a vital reality hitherto
lacking for great numbers of thmughtﬁll peaple. For to the
beauty of its moral teaching will be added the power of 4

rational interpretation of the laws of life.

Students of Eastern re

Tue Neep Fror DEATH
{
ent of the soul @

oh the de)’ b)’
o

The . . ‘ |
e physical vehicle, then, is the instrum
OUSne % : :

usness which EXPresses itself throu




FINCARNATION EXPLAINED £

ylar and nervous Syst€ms, the intelligence

ugh the cerebro-spinal system and thﬂt er;m}:::is
.o thro mpathetic system. There comes a tim ,f .
gl d begins to suffer from the strain o c{)_
B o j he limit of its
. oo with the soul 5 1t reaches the | .
i3 the process of disintegration

7 commences. It is evident that this

& ﬂf d—le muscC

i inking .
]ng:;:liz?aliig r;lationships between specific thoughts
are

and feelings .nd their reactions on the lbfod(jif: tTI;E ?El::glif;_
body, being 3 wonderful and perfect seli-adjusting p

4 ds. if rightly used, to run in the smooth
machinery, tends, 1f TIGHLY ) s ;
—anner which is called health. Wrongly used it gives rise
to deformities and diseases.

Moreover, each physical body and brain has been shaped
to suit the capacities, predispositions and tendencies of the
incoming tenant, who thus finds ready for his use a fitting
instrument for his expression a/ong those lines. "T'he physical
venicle, however, cannot adapt itself to uses for which it has

. not been fashioned. There is a limit to its elasticity, and if
| the brain has not been formed

: particular faculty the
direction, however
Physical body,
tion to the y
hfﬁl rom all

| at birth for the expression of a
individual can accomplish little in that

much he may desire to do S0, i-I’he
therefore, can and does act

nfolding consciousn

at times as a limita-
ess, which, anxious to explore

ﬁr}ds‘ th'at it is held back 1IN 1ts
SCIN LS Instrument. Further
p |

characterise the races

H
1
0
¢
3




" HEREDITY AND REINCARNATIQN

national antagonisms, whereas, rightly underst R
od for and value of mutual co-operation_ ey
ry for the discovery of truth, Singe

therefore, that the very condjg,. .
Nof |

¥ hag

and
but prove the ne
a]l views are necessa

ll easily be seen,
[t w Jils the death of the body. “This necessj

essed by a Master of the Wisdom iy th
e

following words : « Such breaks (de:{ths), in spite of the s
that they are finite, do double service to the‘ Splritual e,
which, perfecting itself constantly, fﬂll:ﬁ:}ws without vagi|ja.
tion, though very slowly, the road leading to the last traps.
formation when reaching 1ts aim at last 1t becomes a Diyipe
Being. They not only contribute to the reaching of the goal,
but without these finite breaks it could not be reached, The
Spirit is the actor and its numerous and different incarnations
are the actor’s parts. Like an actor, the Spirit is bound to
play, during the cycle of births, many such parts which are
often disagreeable to it, but, like a bee collecting its honey from
every flower, our spiritual individuality, collecting only the
nectar of moral qualities and consciousness from every
terrestrial personality, in which it has to clothe 1tself under
the working of the law of cause and effect, unites at last all
these qualities into one, having become a perfect being.”

pr{)QTCSS ent
heen clearly expr

PERSONALITY AND INDIVIDUALITY

For any clear understanding of R eincarnation it 18 nec&
sary to bear in mind the distinction between the indi%’id“a].it?'
and the personality, between life and form, betwect o
anc_i body. Reincarnation recognises that man is a spint
matter in nrde:ig tzce’ and that hf& S rfla‘tm“ f hodic

shape for himself a succession @ "

whi : : : :
wh;zlh ionsntute his successive personalities and by ™ |
1 he gradually gains the experiences that are e
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REINCARNATION EXPLAINED 7

: his
d spiritual growth, until gradually
for mental, moral and spir e
ines out in all its beauty and strength.

real nature shines out e hod

The personality includes the soul as well as 1 pd

: | as fi The soul is the reflection o

expression as well as form. | e e
three-fold nature of the Spirit, hence it also has three : i
butes or modes of expression and these are the famihar
thoughts, feelings and actions of the human personal COHI
| «ciousness. For the expression of its triple nature, the sou
requires three bodies or vehicles ; the physical body, the
vehicle for action ; the emotional body, the vehicle for
sensation, feeling and emotion ; the mental body, the
vehicle for thought. The two latter bodies, Occult Science
teaches, are formed of finer orders of material than the
physical, and hence are insensible to the physical senses,
) though visible to the trained clairvoyant who has developed the
necessary finer organs of perception, which enable him to
2 respond to impressions from such levels. The following
g diagram may make this conception clearer.,
g The Spiritual ) i« | :
- Ego or - Will. “R"lﬁd*_:”"ﬂ {Crmtn—'c
i Individualit}: | (Intultlmn). Intelligence,

& - " L

Ll

The {Sﬂul | Action, Feeling, Thr.::-ught.
Person-

¥ | Physical Emotional
ality lBGd} J body. o d}?. ; Mental body.

T

The centre of Bein

the H

/
o
f
#i * Sir O
4
ﬁ’
#

. g, thcrefnrc, 1s the
'gher or real Self of m

earn how to retre

Spiritual Intelligence,

an, and if he would find that Self
at Inwards beyond
Many people Identify the

with their existing mey

the soul con-
mselves with

na turc—-—must




HEREDITY AND REINCARNATIQN

¢ ar constantly changi.ng under the mq
They think their emotjgp,
cxpreﬁsions of their being, an(} Operate the
nality from these levels. TEIE: WISEr person will
 his life from the calm region of the Spirit, }
at he is the power behind the personality, Eln];]
¢ 25 his instrument and not allow it to yg

Ulding

whole perso
try to contro

recognising that
hence must use 1 LT : S -
him. The ‘hdividual who 15 discovering his real Self is easily

distinguishable from others by Fhe peace, the strength, the
serenity, the dignity, and the wisdom which seem to radiate
from his pursnnnlity,, endowing him with a natural authorit}r
which he has no need to assert.

Memory oF Past LIVES

Every fresh personality having its own sphere of operations,
its own experiences due to its association with a particular
race, nation and family, to its sex, environment, education,
heredity and opportunities, will not generally remermber
particular events associated with previous personalities ; but
the proof of a past will appear in the special characteristics of
the present personality. At each fresh incarnation the
spiritual intelligence hands on to the new personality ** ot
the experiences of the past, but the qualities, tendencies and
capacities ‘n-f-*hit:h have been made out of these experiencs:
_Our conscience, our instinctive response to emotional and
intellectual appeals, our recognition of the force of a Jogicl
argument, our assent to fundamental principles of right and
E:i!rga these 1:,1rc the traces of past experience, /A man a:ffa

Intellectual type cannot see a looical ,1th{3m;1tlcﬁl

Proof 5 a man of low mor. l T elling

force of a hlgh moral e l a E}FPE cannot feel the. comp with

1s self-made, and < ;1* L'he character man 1S born o

evolution, The good dis 1¢ stage he has I‘ﬁ':’tChEEi in his hle
Sposition, the fine capacities, the 0O




REINCARNATION EXPLAINED 19

nature are the spoils of many 2 hard-fought kf;wlc:l.jI th:;;:;gei z?
' rerse marks an early stag

v and arduous toil. The reverse ma7 -

;:w};h, the small development of the spiritual germ.

The source of memory, thereﬂ:fre, 1S .the Spliltuﬂ'gi:z][l;;
gence alone, as it has benefited by 1ts various personalities : .
' ' : . .. Consequently, to remem
its own life has informed them s bk R
ber clearly and at will past lives, t]leqb*]';’l.ln must be rec P [

€ the hicher consciousness of the Spirit, but this can only
7 5 e [ R ‘ d mental
happen in the case of individuals D.f hlg.h nm.ml and men!
attainment, since for the Spirit to mirror itself In a persanaﬁht}r
the latter must be free from all barriers of selfishness, pride,
prejudice, narrow Views, dogmatism and ‘sepamtm‘wsﬁ, as
these prevent the descent of the higher consciousness into the
brain. Sometimes, however, under the stimulus of renewed
association with persons or places connected with vivid
experiences in former lives flashes of memories of past events
will be obtained. Such memories may be thrown up from a
very deep and usually quiescent level of the subconscious mind
or they may be sent down into the brain consciousness by the
Higher Self. For full and controlled memory of the past,
however, there must be harmony between the personality and
the Spiritual Individuality. The discovery of this harmony
is the purpose of life.

Reinca:.'nntinn, therefore, dissociates life or CONSCIOUSNess
from specific form or body, and regards the former as playing
upon or working through the latter. Sir Oliver L{jdgz
tﬂ"tii.tlvely supports this view in his book, * Ether and
Rt?ahty;' where he posits the possibility of the separable
€xistence of the life apart from the form as we know itL LI—I :
writes: ™ Life and mind have entered Into rehtion: 1 }t
I;afte:}; : st'hat they are we do not know , we C:u; ik ;{:&y
M€ behaviour ; they use matter for a +i :
appear.  They go out of our ken, but w‘i ITEE lz;nd. tl}:en dis-

* From “The Riddle of Life,” 1y Dr, A ave no right to say
« Annie Besant,

B 2




so HEREDITY AND REINCARNApyq.

they go out of existence . . . I'I'lil:ld may aly, .
vehicle, a body, a habitation ; but it need pqy i m:?
matter.” | _ _ :
Further, reincarnation recognises that .the Sequentiy]
folding of the human consciousness requires asutcmm“‘
suitable bodies provided for it by the evolution of form o of
must be harmony between the body and the conscioygy Cre
' refined individual requiring a refined body as a meap; ﬂfi)ls
expression. Occultism, therefore,- sees two lines of ey,
tion converging in man, those of life and form, and fo 2y
intelligent understanding of man’s past, present and future,
the mutual interdependence and interaction of these twin
forces must be appreciated. Science, as will be seen in he
next chapter, is closely scrutinising the form in an endeavour
to wrest from it the secret of its own capacity for variation,
of its powers of becoming, of the evolutionary urge, but"l.f-im-
out the teaching of reincarnation or the evolution of life no

solution to the problem will be found.

U
of |

EouALiITY AND INEQUALITY

A further problem which confuses thought, but w-htdlﬁ
elucidated by reincarnation, is the cause of the widelyd!.ﬁrﬁfm'
tiated nature of humanity. People are obviously at dlﬁ.ETr'-’m
stages in the perfecting of their being. Some are at thc.‘T,
beginning of the process and have little capacity of 3“}'::‘“&
others have developed deep penetration of mind, moral s
and spiritual insight. In fact, through the diverse nilwlu-
that compose the human race, the various stages 1t the ¢
tion of consciousness are unrolled before our €Y cs.*
paratively few, however, have reached the finer leves ?ﬂg
being, but these are they who lead the way in human P™= 4

1
. r d wﬂre‘
They are on the crest of the evolutionary wavé . und™

L]

not for their existence the arts of life might s®
covered.,
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Onl lanations of human Errequalltl?s can be ﬁ:‘.il.‘thr
. [ e into existence already
coming. Either individuals com Serfulgifio- andolt
variously endowed —some possessing wonderf 8t N il
the great stream of evolutmq at different points I rlﬂ e th;
or a long past must lie behind each one dL‘JI'H-'lg Wifl} o
present capacities have been gmdu:}l!y acquired. s leb e
implies the special creation of a spirit for every tre:xh' 0 };_ _
but, just as special creation is rejected as an cxplunatl'on 0
variety in form and structure, so must it ultimately be rejected
as an explanation of human differences. The
involves the idea of reincarnation, w

the result of his own
Viewed from this

terise people are no |
up results of the ey

second
hich implies that man is

past, being what he has made himself
standpoint, the differences which ch

arac-=
onger a problem,

Theyare the summed-
| Periences of previous incarnations. The
birth of 2 EENIUS, a saint, a sage, those remarkable differentia-
;f?ns from the “verage stock that so puzzle the observer of
"6 can thus easily he - : '
the produyct of ac : {; af-‘jﬂ'lﬂtﬁd for ;. for they are seen ds
Cumul; aVv - y
A . rated endeavour and work carried over
O Many lives ; they but revea] the £ ssibiliti
Wi poers 1o / ~ ner possibilities
Powers that |ie dormant ip, others, ]
a flower; i
owering

or them is witnese
; of the Spiritya] Ego, G
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EVery one s finally
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on  HE
tions that should always be asscrcwtted with o
'+ also forms a sOurce of PEFP!EXII}’ to those vy} ?ﬂd
a Jogical and just explanation of these iﬂﬁ‘i]'u.a-.liti“:ml
atter can, of course, be traced to a lack ‘o &,

_ : . Pbor.
tunity either in education Of environment, thﬂugh this i

not explain why one person ?hGU1d be favoured mgre than
nother. Lack of opportunity fmr ftull development, how.
ever, does make it diﬂicult. to distinguish the fz_a.lse Inequalities
due to these artificial handicaps from the real Inequalities, fo,
which there is no immediate remedy, due to the inborn natyr,
of the individual. In fact, the obviousness of these artifici|
handicaps, which the social order allows, have led many some.
what hastily to opine that no inborn qualities are involved i
the generuf differences of mind and body, and that the soci|
conditions and opportunities are alone responsible for these,
Yet, though inequalities abound, every individual is
necessary, for mutual interdependence conditions existence,
and civilisation, or any form of social life could not be main-
tained without at least a partial compliance with this law,
For it is obvious that the differing services of all are essential
to the welfare of the modern state. Hence, every one must
be looked upon as possessing something of value to contribute,
according to his capacity, to that welfare, and he should be
able to find his right place in the social scheme. Prior to the
i{ldustrial revolution and the tremendous increase in populd-
tion that has taken place during the last one hundred years It
was comparatively easy for the individual to find his own
niche and sphere of usefulness, but to-day, when employment
depends so much upon the operations of large indusjtl'lﬂl
undert%klngs and international trade and financial conditior
e gt b o i
The rﬁcﬂglﬁtiﬂn iltatesmanslup for_‘ its solution. .
e 1at t_he mutual interdependenc :
¢ varied and unequal endowmer

obliga
talent ;

the need for
Many of thel

f man
of the
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' - «tment in the
human units will ultimately entail 2 re—adjll?; e
itive system,
i isation, for a competitive S}
social organisation,

oy jsSi here the com-
= ]EVEI,d!S ma:dmlssi?b rlz:;veach according
petitors are so unevenly han Empp h need. becomes a sane
to his capacity, to each acmrdl.ﬂg v ah h’ anity s con-
maxim to follow where a differentiated hum e
cerned, for it implies the full and free functm‘nl g Tt
individual and the complete development of l“? pers :::lvinf-‘"
The common destiny of man and the fact thaF heis an E:V Stiﬁ
being on the way to the developmen’ of hlghr:ar pnwmc']s T
awaits practical recognition, but v'r.fhcn this 1s accorde :
lively sense of Fellowship with all in the great .adventure 0
life will be created, and World Brotherhood will then cease
to be a dream or a phrase and become a living reality.

THE CAUusE oF SorrROow AND PAIN

Another difficulty which reincarnation helps to solve is the
apparent injustices, apart from limited ability, of the conditions
that surround so many people’s lives—injustices which it seems
almost impossible to harmonise with moral law. Why are
5{;_11}& bn;;n toa life of misery and suftering, and others to lives
0 leveme N ]
lﬂvi{;};:d C:;}E;r;isﬂjslc: ac};l'? {*mt,ntﬂf’ Why do some enjoy

p while others pl

Why are some born with deformed, v
;E;z;zli}’b:;t:sesmj?ilsj others hfl.j,’e well-m
: ged with the vital force th

ough a lonely furrow ?

l i at makes life
that excite the minds Gfthﬂught-

'S amenable to law and order, as
must also be operating to deter-

fu} People, yet if everything
sclence is demﬂnstrating, law
Mine the conditions i
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strate that it 1 capable. of rati.onal Interpretation. For th
law of sowing and reaping which St. Paul_ taught extens i
ts operations over many lives, and according to the deeds of
the past will be the conditl?ns of the_ present, | After every
sowing the inevitable result 1s reaped, joy fUHGWIT{g the doing
of the right, sorrow that of the wrong.  * Suffering,” H p
Blavatsky said, “is Heaven’s merciful medicine for the
spiritually sick.” It is the means whereby right is distin-
guished from wrong, the true from the false, and, though pain
follows on mistakes, its purpose is remedial, and if endured in
the right spirit it becomes the source of future power. The
knowledge of Reincarnation, therefore, not only enables man
tointerpret life in terms of justice and love, but 1t gives him a

sense of mastery over his own destiny, inspiring him to
achieve ar!d to mould his life to ever higher and higher pur-
POSES, until he reaches the statyre of the Perfect Man.




CHAPTER 11

HEREDITY

ast century man was gene-
1] and moral influences
vironment, eXperience,
e rise to the familiar
hich the

Durinc the earlier part of the |
rally regarded as the pmdufft of socl
produced on the hum:u} mind b}f’ en
habit and education. This conception gav
idea that the child’s mind was a clean sheet on W ‘
educationalist could write what he wished, the ﬁlcultlfzs Efnd
behaviour of the child being the result of training, up-bringing
and surrounding mental and moral influences. Adam
Smith sums up this view in his “ Wealth of Nations,” as
follows : ‘ The difference of natural talent in diffierent men
1s in reality much less than we are aware of, and the very
different genius which appears to distinguish men of different
professions, when grown up to maturity, Is not upon many

ijchcasmns so much the cause as the effect of the division of
abour. The difference between the most dissimilar charac-
ters, between a philosopher and a common st

| reet porter, f
exampl : i %k
P’ SEEM to arise not so much from nature as fr habi
Custom and education.” thetaipa

, Locke’s t]
. , 1eory that tl
Innate 1deas st a J
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Gradually, however, 1t was found thaf th:e differen
radu 4 veople could not be fully explained by 4 ,
characterised PEOP Cxveriment demonstrated that g Ppeal
0 environmen* e 1 conditions of lif s
éions of children to identical co | '€ varied op,
siderably. Robert 2 R m; e In the
social and industrial domalfl, was an ar Ent'bﬂllﬁvel- in the
value of environment, and in his social experiments he relieg
on the adaptability of human character and 1}1tgllige11ta by
external and more oOf less mechanu?al chfmges In its environ-
ment. However, the failure of his social experiments with
children who were taken from widely differing surroundings
and subsequently subjected to the same external influences
and advantages helped to disprove the 1dea of the value of
environment as the sole moulding agency in the development

of the child’s mental and moral nature.

CES thay

Darwin’s WORK

The secret of differentiation between one person and
another was not to be discovered so easily, though the effect
of environment in its action on the individual could not be
ilscc}unted. Gradually also the evolutionist view of INature
oot to emerge from the obscurity in which it had lain
11 ) - . PR L

en. Prior to Darwin, whose name will always be
pﬂplll&]’l I 188019 te - ~ ’ Aturd-
y associated with the fact of evolution, other natt

list ' : . -

a“?: :ad glven expression to the view that Nature had grady’

< B} Etr'ﬂl{][}{:d and was
ufton (

Charles

; still in process of perfecting hersell
B’G?"‘I?SS) and Erasmus Darwin (1;31‘1303{;
arwin’s grandfather, and above all, L-‘?m:zlriu
the dt}ctrine)jﬂ?’:;‘ E all keen evolutionists and Sllbﬁcrlh.L:olu'
: tionists, w0 1€ descent of species. Many other © b
% ; 10s¢ flames are less well known, also Pmced

‘ heTs : the
% Supreme field e h'f’“"ﬂvcr, the work of Darwin & of
| Maturalist that made evolution the keY no
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te differences of intelli-
1S ‘hterested 1n the new
been released since the

and experience

E ally
that has gradually '
ult of his famous voyage I the

the truth of the evolutionist

and of the common descent of species.
was overwhelming, for he

that law and order were working i_n t'hc realm
lan underlay the building of all
1rious kingdoms of Nature. Iurther, he pre-
 and fairly that all who wished could

easily grasp the idea of evolution, and thus i1t came with the
force and fascination of discovery and made the whole world
new. Evolution, therefore, implies a process of orderly
change, and special significance attaches to the idea of order
in connection with change, as this suggests some purpose or
design in life, and that the universe in its aspect of becoming
s working towards some predestined goal. Thus does
S‘cience lend support to the religious conception of a plan In
life, the outcome of the Divine purpose.
The essential factors in Darwin’s explanation of the
method of evolution were :—
J (IaJ i“;ﬁ :;e Sfrg::;;js C.’:lp:lbl[‘:]{ff giviﬁng- rise from wi!.:hin
£ . dimc;i’i Snlzlil j.fn.rmtl-::ms, m_rf' various
B ikiicrod o T “? | ese small variations he
aw material of progress. * The

more | work.”
> he wrote, “ the more I feel convinced it s by

the ac :
Cumulation of
: of such ex J: o s
SPeCies arige, ? * extremely slight variations that new

(2) That
Organis
acquiy

showed clearly
of form and that a common p

forms in the v
sented his facts so simply

hese variations w
m transmltting to

ed charatteristics.

. ere heritable, the parent
Its offspring the spontaneously

nt thﬂ \ 1 g
“fmediate forms mt;'..zt c;:f{:t;;:l JENCE N . Waw Process, syu
one species with anoth
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28 HERE
' he drivi
¢ Natural Selection was the driving force by
(3) Thaes of develgpment and varlatiﬂn’ me:n;::éll!;d
y

rOCESS : :
the P lection the action and reaction that togk ok
L] [ ] , c

. —ment and a living organ
iron g organism, Ty .

Natural Selection determined Fhﬂt only the fittest variatioy,
chould survive, tor those organisms that could not or did py,

evolve the yseful variation naturally died out, being 4 ,
disadvantage. The others, however, ch}.ﬂpered and produceg
h inherited the useful variation, and so gradually

offspring whic d
the species became modified ;mEl progress was en?ure.;]_
(4) That the struggle for life must be maintained, in order

to enable Nature to weed out the unfit individuals of any

between an env

species.

: There is no doubt that Darwin’s insistence on the struggle
for life as essential to the process of evolution had a’ great
: fluence on the social outlook of a fermenting age, which was
ught to the new view of life
with the idea that life wasa
nbatants in a

trying to re-adjust its tho
Insensibly it became permeated
struggle for mere survival ; that men were COl
common fight for existence. Thus it actually seemed as if
the new doctrine not only supported but ju5tit1ﬁtl a competls
tive system of social order. For Darwin the softening of the

struggle meant the cessation of human progress. Luglﬂﬂ“}'}
;hcrefﬂfﬁ', no room was left for a spiritual interpretation
llﬁ: or for the development of the social virtues upon “thf(:h
3 ,&“GWEh‘P depends and which it is the aim of religior
and ethics to foster.
Darwin’s e : ' it did upo”
W 5 L-‘iip‘lnnntmn of progress, depending as 1t did up
€ transmissibility of variat antion

e y of variations, caused attentio® =.
red upon the val f : : he princ?

; . alue of the inheritance as th¢ P
actor, determining th L e iqual. LDE
g the characteristics of the individual he

explanatio , .

evolution I:;}fn;mmvcr’ it was realiscd, applied €qualy t? the

variety of for ghran. fac”h}’ as to the developmé
MS.  Gradually, therefore, the idea 0O

nt ©

¢ heredy
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: ter and
e redetermining influence on the ch_arachdd by
gs exercising g'ld commenced to challenge the view £ite
' 1 : : as
Jbility of the lists, The child began to be regarde :
Y Ib.c['-rcar factors received from his parents,
the product B .d the diversities of human
i factors was attribute - s
g ion. This view, however, gave an unsatis-
ession. g |
e anc_l ﬁXP;' of the child limited or helped by that whllf:h
Ry pe im by his bears, and more or 1ess
had been handed on to him })} his fore -
‘ ip of heredity.
helpless in the Zrip : i oo
- ' s application to num:
[t was small wonder, thepj that tll‘l::- 1pp; : bt
life of the new teaching did not win entire approval.

fact, it aroused a good deal of opposition, for not only did It
seex;"x to detract from the free-will of the individual, but it

appeared to undermine his sense of moral responsibility by

leaving him more or less free to lay the blame for any
moral delinquency at the door of heredity.

Time and further Investigation, however, increased belief
In the effect and value of heredity, for it became Increasingly
obvious that inborn differences obtained in children, and

pending greater advance in knowledge, these could only be
attributed to the hereditary law.

Now Dr. C. S. Jung, the
;mment Psychologist, has revived the theory of innate ideas,
or he holds that they seem to be supported by the spon-
taneous and untaugh

= t moral reactions of children, w
0 B¢ pre-formed of hereditary in their constitution,”
i dea of the gradual evolution of a]] forms
general favour ) ‘It.S strongest opponent, hmwever, was
o M Religion. The thought that the human
Crown, as | : |
thﬁﬂvnlutigna y aS 't were, of the nge—lﬂng CXperiment of |
s Y Process in the |ow
tolerah) :

OF It was i er kingdoms of Nature was
: ! S ICompatible with ;
9P€=_cu.1l and direct L P with it

hich seem

found ip, Weste

S teaching of the
v ver;: form by the

Ught into being the various popula-
g n that inhabited the earth. It

Divine
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this cannf:'ction, 3‘.n.d at the time of
writing, that 3 recrudescence O-f <5 DPE:;DSSmGn “PPEATS to be
<weeping OVer il Iny mind" in Sever Americy,
srine of evolution 1S SCEX as antipathetic to the

: ¢ the method of creation ; this has

ement which has actually been able to force

the State of T ennessee to pass what can only be a temporary
mmsure—-——namd}’; an A nti-evolution Bill, prohibiting the

teaching in all 1ts public schools.
The antagonism of Religion was rooted in the fear that

the conception of an evolutionary Proces in Nature, ever
perfecting 1ts work as it went along, would do away with the
‘dea of a personal God. Since everything evolved itself,
where was the need of a designer ! Yet, as Bernard Shaw
points out 1n his preface to ““ Back to Methuselah, *had

people thought, they would have cealised it was just as difficult
to create different 5pc—:cicﬁ." In
h to discover
¢ estab

to give the initial force as
fact, the biologist and the natu ralist, in thelr searc
the secret of the movement of life in all forms, are bu
lishing further evidence for the regularity of all natural P&
cesses, and are revealing to the religious thinker tb

as everywhere else, law is the uxpressiun
Mind in Nature.

F

RE]ECTIDN oF DARWIN’S FxPLANATION

Although, however, Darwin’s incomparable €
facts established the case for evolution as the la
fufrther research did not support his explﬂﬂ“ﬁ““ of ¢ :
| Eﬂ;hilfﬁrngﬁs. There was the difficulty of ur i”‘
! inter ol 5"jﬂ"ll;-‘n.ll variations avoided being SWar™t ies
i o crossing with other ordinary members of Y% 5;111'5
econdly, it could not be proved that all the ﬂdﬂptatm?‘duﬂl |
structural differences were an adv;magﬂ to the indiv! k
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: en 2dual accumu
e A", . s by the BT L types Were evolved.

kind of variation, .tech{u-
or modification, 1=
ence for transmission
ations which

an acquired character,
caly T ion with which the evid '
Acquired characters are the varl

: . : imal, or human
was rega o the lifetime of a plant, animal, e
take place e its response or adaptation to a chang

urgﬂﬁsm, an] On investigation they seemed .to
" na 4 . —
- Fx;ﬂifan}r :Auence upon the next gencration .chlr Satlsl

' ? - > »
g Er.;dence for their entallment coult} b‘L secured, though
Lol their transmissibility albeit they

‘0 hims ieved 1n
Darwin himself b{:llex. FrAEm S
ioied but a subordinate part 11 his scheme.  Lamarck,

' ' > inheritance of use an
however, believed thoroughly in the inherit

abuse, and, as is well known, attributed the length ojf Fhe
giraffe’s neck to individual effort ﬁ)llawc.d by transmission
of the result. Sometimes these adaptations, or acquired
characters, are of a very temporary nature, such as the tanning
of the skin by the sun, the development of a muscle after
exercise, and the change in the shape of the leaves of a plant
under the influence of an unaccustomed environment. Some-
Fm&.the modifications are more lasting, and persist after the
Inducing conditions have been withdrawn. Whether of a

tem ‘ '

porary or lastfu}g nature, however, they are important in
Proving the elastluty of all growi
Iesponse to changi ng outsid

Jreover, the Power of ad

rowing forms and their adaptive
€ iInfluences and to changed habits
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ears to be the most elastic of all Organism,

n form 3PP oreat variety of widely differ;
. an adapt itself to a gre y diltering
for it & os /Thus ‘he environment appears to act as g
un lncrbi- ) . - ~ :
su_rl';' f libzrating stimulus for 1nnate powers, just as it wjll
kind © Al ¢ changes of environment and com-
have been observed tha & om

. pio will often pmmkc into expression faculties hitherto

ERuunstp - d in the human being
dormant and even unsuspected - l : e
Every organism, therefore, has be oliglng to f;t a power of
: ' >3 ¢ specing |
adaptation, but it does not follow that the specing ﬂdaptﬂﬂ_ﬂﬂﬁ
of a particular organism are passed on to Fhe next generation,
Darwin, however, as has been seen, did not regard these
adaptations that visibly took place in response to a change In
external conditions as of any great value to the creative pro-
cess. It was the small variations, or minute fluctuations,
that arose spontaneously in an organism that he relied upon as
the agents of evolution, for these he considered to be trans-
missible, natural selection determining which among them
should be maintained.

These Darwin termed individual variations, and they form
the minute fluctuations which, for example, take place be-
tween parent and child, or distinguish brother from brother,
sister from sister 5 or mark out the kittens and puppies from
e:;t:h E:tl‘n:f:'f In their respective litters. I m-'(—;;:tigﬂtiﬂg this type
Of Varl: = rarle . .
=3 _r::latmn, the Swedish experimenter, Johannsen, in 1993

rrie a ser; : : : :
S out a series of experiments with the kidney bean, &

O prov ; e i i
B thcscpb ¢ %ﬂtllz'fl1Lr the small fluctuations in weight show?
eans _ - e ;
havin S Indicated a definite deviation from the meath
g d hﬁ:ﬂt{lbl[_’: VHIU, {.‘ i . N viden{:ﬂ
however ¢, for the offspring. INO €
» could be obtain 1 £ 1681 f these
fluctuations, M ed for the transmission ©
: oreover, there seemed no reason for €<

Supposing t}
= b‘ lat t}lese S]‘I . Ll - L] L) i nt
1all indiv yich mea
S0 much to Darwin vidual variations, which !
)

{
5 - ",.Ibl'cr{: St . 2 * S Eﬂﬂrt 3
the dt..vcl"-‘PInent of ages 1n any continuou o be

when

wayward changes e Pecics: They appeared )%
£S without any real stabilit}f 3 and even

T B e 8y ———
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ere persisted in, they seemed to bj

4s in themselves, brought about by a sudden gl;ir;gei,a?;r

i tate of transition. Therefore, .even l € jat

e ihuted to an effort at adaptation, the s_clectwe

4 oould be ﬂ::;ntly applicd only to the earlier generation and

| Pmcesst?cpsubsequent ones that just “sat still,”” content to
nﬂtﬁwb the result, making no further eftort at improved
PEZ :atiz:n. Gradually, then, critical research tended to turn
?imgn the small variations as bcfng of little value in the
evolutionary process. Evolution did not seem to be pro-
gressing through a series of gradual changes.

fresh peculiaritiea W

SeaRCcH FOR CAUSE OF VARIATION

The primary problem of evolution, however, Is rather
the process of variation itself and not what happens to the
variation once it has arisen. It was evident that definite
changes of a distinct nature did arise spontaneously 1n all
forms, some having a permanent—i.e., heritable—and others
a transitory value ; but since they seemed to come into being
ready made, as it were, the way in which they were produced
could not be obsir.:rved. It was difficult, therefore, to fathom
::z?;: ;{1: Eﬁtiﬁl‘?sztt ﬁrid any r;;ffect or not on their pro-
Ly ;hg m; f.,camtn_z the field F’f research which
" . sy & | ﬂ‘iﬂn? the_lnw:stlgamr. Soﬁbegﬂ.n
which qre a3 ong serles of searching experiments

5 ' PrDC@Edl_ng.} In order to try and find out
. P :i‘i'lriﬂnu;;:natuT? of a heritable nature can be
~ Whether ), ment, and also
character or mo

to test at the same time
dification alre_ld}r
of an organism by
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fully watched to see if any :wnuld be born with ney
tions or modifications as & direct result of the changeqd cond;
tions. OUCCESS did nﬂt‘attend these efforts, however, thuug}: |
quite recently some satisfactory re:u!ts have been clajmeg e
ith the present—dﬂ}j experiments conducteq ,
the Institute of Experimental Biology at Vienna, Amgn:.
these experiments, recorded by E. W. MacBride in his btmf
« An Introduction to the Study of Heredity,” may be men:
tioned an interesting one conducted with mice, in which a,
endeayour was made to teach an association of ideas, They
were fed once a day, and each day when food was putinto theiy
cage an electrical bell was rung. It required 300 lessons to
impress on these mice the meaning of the ringing of the bell,
When, however, a first ““ filial generation of mice was bred
from them, 100 lessons sufficed to teach these younger mice
to seck their food when the bell was sounded. In the
second filial generation this result was accomplished in thirty
lessons, and In the third filial gc11crﬂti0t1 in five lessons.”
Another experiment showed that the colouring of salamanders

“dapta..

e
L

was influenced by changes of colour in their surroundings,
nd that the effect of the change made itself felt in the consti-
tution of the young. Both these experiments, in the opinion
of the investigator, gave proof of the inheritance of an acquired
characteristic.

Many of the other xperiments conducted at this [nstitute
are of a character revolting to the moral sense and even if
they do enable any real or useful advance in knowledge to be
made, which is extremely questionable, that advance can
hardly be justified by the means used. F requently, l1n~:Vf{t'Ef1
they add nothing to what is already known and hence 1t 15 tﬂ
be hoped that these particularly futile, and, even with the US¢
of anasthetics, cruel Exl)criménta will soon ceas€ ol t};:{
offend not only the sensitive kindly side of human Pt J,:, _
also the zsthetic sense as well, and raise grave doubts 18 ..

k
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ly be discoverable by a better
e intellect, which

gitimate and |

le s
more finer feelings 1N mar.

lienate the . |
The above Jetailed experiments, however, do not give any

‘dence for the transmission of the new character

15 to warrant assuming thﬁ.? Ch.’-lflgt_‘“i in species can take:. pl::m:z:
in that way. Prof. MacBride himself mbaervcs,ﬁ in CG:III'IECIZIO{'I
with the experiments : “ Of course, the ncwl}r—mlmnted habit
Joes not persist in 1ts full strength if the young are not exposed
to the same conditions as their parents.” This seems to
suggest that the response of the parent has but benublcd the
offspring to make a similar response in a shorter time, but has
not transferred a quality as such, and that the innate capacity
! for temporary adaptation Is wider and deeper than had been
3 estimated. For any definite change in species something

) more than a habit is required. The change induced by the
-;-j habit must be capable of remaining relatively stable, as too
5 much plasticity would scarcely enable it to be used as a point
o of dCPﬂTtUFE or a ““ jumping-off ground ™ in the development
3 of something new. In other words, for a character to be

J.' rﬂ"cd | ‘ 9
ol Pt : h}ﬂnt:!.hlr., the young must be C;l]‘l;lblc of m:ﬁnt;ﬁning
he change even whe e inducine ¢ 1]
g hen the ind Ing conditions are removed.

ot Experin
; ent an e e :
'ﬂﬁf ik d obsery ation along these lines, therefore,
:\ﬁ'-a satisfaction, w p}rm.m:I failed to record with any degree of
Ft‘.'; i i .: i 1€ther an organism rl}&pf}ndﬁ to irtg ﬂ:‘u'irc‘:n
: i - | ' "_‘ ! -
r B y sufficiently definite to prod '
b ¢ In structure or : . proaucec an entire
0 Adaptatio Capacity which would be also her
i y n may be taking ol | ¢ also hentable.
W fected, T g Place, but the process o
7 W oall appearances. th 1€ process cannot be
ﬁﬂ]‘ IS own swe : ANces, the organism makes
EJ(M SUspected hWLEt will and In its own ti maxes the Ch;l.nr_;c
e ) ntime., Soi N
Yy ma - . D0 1t beg
Y Investigators that ShvLtEas

ﬂf‘ﬁqﬂ' much the result of na

changes were not so

n ]
wed hy a transference
| C 2

tural selection, fol]
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¢o the inheritancé & induced ff‘ﬂm within, and that ey,
: riation was an expression of an innate capacit
fresh vark . oo Y,
hitherto latent but now thrown outward Dy the organism,
Professor J. & Thomson describes these variations o

mutations as expressions not IMPressions ; they are outcomes,
““ they are not wrought upon the creatyre

he says, not dints ; | DR
arise directly from within.”

from without, but

New DEPARTURES

Moreover, there was 4 distinctive ]{it.'l.d of spontaneous
variation, which lent support to the new view, that could not
be fitted in with Darwin’s scheme of gradual change., These
variations, 1t was noted, occurred rarely, but when they did
they gave rise to sudden and conspicuous new departures
f.om the common stock, which were definitely hentable,
Their arrival could not be traced to any unusual condition
. the environment or nurture, neither did they seem to be
adaptive in their nature or to serve any useful purpose. Here,
then, was no gradual evolution, but a sudden emergence the
cause of which was and still remains a source of perplexity to
the biologist. In popular language they are spoken of a
sports and novelties, and those concerned are quick to take
advantage of their arrival, and they become the starting point
for new varieties of plants and breeds of animals.

Darwin knew of these larger variations, but he attacl_lt‘d
no importance to them, as he considered they had no stay1ng
power and had nothing to do with the main flow of the
evolutionary movement.

T}lFSE variations, however, became full of Signiﬁca.ncc fﬂz
later_m“ﬁtigﬂtﬂr% and led to the new conception of _:}n
ini::;:tiggﬁffhﬁs S0 Cl:farly defined b}' .meﬁsm‘ﬂ ?“"w’ '
ducing‘ : Sz‘insi;l 5'*'1133: occurs as a dehnite c'.:en;:: g
RribEes comico t}’ IScontinuous ref;ult : thLﬁ sbl'shment 2

o pass by the elevation and estad™
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sporadic groups of individuals owing their orfgin- tr:; sujrh
isolated events.”” The new form thus Produced Is sharply
and completely separated from the species out of v:-*htch it
sprang ; It becomes an independent species, producing off-
spring like itself.

THE SYNTHETIC NATURE OF VARIATION

When such a distinctive variation arises, however, it is rich
In potential characteristics which it then proceeds to analyse
out gradually in detail. The variation is in
synthesis, but capable of displaying its component parts,
Just as white light, though a synthesis of colour, is capable
of being Split up into its seven divisions. It can ring the
changes on it central theme, gradually reve

of its contents through 2 multip]
Whose ajd i

Its @rly histo

€Ss€nce a

aling the secret
Icity of forms, without
could not display its possibilities. Thus, in
Y the sweet pea produced
or Bateson can only
'fﬂg,thmugh no doubt,

two varieties,
concelve of gas spon-
he says, the profusion
as made by the crossing of

Thomson points out, refe
When domesticated rabbits of

Promiscuoysly their

ring to this process,
different colours are

descendants tend to be
: grey like the wild rabbi Ian.”’ he
as slfted N L. ﬂ.LlI], h[_

. animal, These
Sihce they illuserate the
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ure of control that man has gained over the i

meas s¥ix of
. annot origin i
evolution. Although man C ginate fresh Variation

or even understand the Process, his co-operation seems tc:
be necessary if all the potcnt.lalmcs of new departures T
be released. Thus the cultivator and the breeder are s
.5 the instruments whereby the beauty an‘d richness of
their contents arc graduall}"u?roﬂcd, though it must not b
forgotten that man 15 bu:c aiding a process that is already 2
work in Nature, as the immense varieties Gf: butterflies and
moths bear witness to. Man, th:ercfore, 1S ewdcnt‘l}r used and
required in the process .crf evolution, and he can aid N-ature‘s
processes by endeavouring to understand ar:f] to provide the
conditions that she requires. These conditions include not
only intercrossing but an appreciation mfFl1c effects of nurture,
such as changes in food and surroundings. The effect of
environment, therefore, cannot be ignored or discounted, since
the results obtained by the experimenter prove that it 1s an
enabling factor in his work. A different réle, h.GWE‘JEI‘, to
that previously allotted to it is gradually being assigned to Its
influence, as has already been seen, by the main bud).r r.:::f
considered opinion. Due to a readjustment in ideas, 1t 18
assuming more and more the aspect of a liberating stimulus
instead of that of a formative agent. As such 1t 1 a factor,
but not the only one, in progress. i
The variations, however, still continue to maintain 3
distinctive character, however much they reveal the vcmtlllt{
of their nature. The rose remains a rose though numbfrfl*-’s’
varieties of roses have resulted from the original ros¢ n;z
horse remains a horse though various strains may De brﬂn
fmn} t he type. I\’IOI‘CD?ET, the variations secmi bent e n=
retaining their distinctive characteristics, for they 1€ &
S Fheil‘ habits and will not lend themselves *% It ey
:::Sliliﬂdzc':lqn of new sfpccies by intci'cro?sing: th“;% s, NO
end quite freely with members of their oWt SP

18

|
+
1
|
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cesult of any value i'_s ctbtained by crossing an ap_ple and pear,
but the different varictics of these two sp:?CIES_xvl[l mate quite
happily amongst them:-;r:h'e%, a fact which 1s used by'tthe
Jrdener to produce the varieties Df:lpplﬁ? and pears ﬁ1m11}ar
toall. When members of dlﬁﬂ:rer{t specles are crossed with
one another they are generally ster_tle ; sometimes they pro-
duce offspring which are called hybrids. “T'he latter, however,
are usually sterile, as in the case of the mule, the result of
crossing 2 horse with an ass. The possibilities and limita-
tions of this method in the production of new species are
well described in a few words by Professor Bateson. He
suggests that once distinctive types have arisen, new species
may have been derived from their crossing and subsequent
re-combination. New species, he says, ““may be now In
course of creation by this means, but the limits of the process are
obutously narrow. On the other hand, we see no change in
progress around us likely to culminate in the evolution of
forms distinct in the larger sense. By intercrossing dogs,
Jackals and wolves new forms of these types can be made,
some of which may be species, but I see no reason to think
that from such a material a fox could be bred in indefinite
time or that dogs could be bred from foxes.” Thus Nature
Would seem to protect her species once they have been evolved,
though each species is extremely versatile in itself and has
i?:‘;'}nf{;ﬁi?:; of Express.im.l, especially when cultivated,
particular limits.

Unde lati '
S Il‘thcgeneral term *“variation,” therefore, are included
0 distinct kinds :—

(1) The lar
€W species and
(2) Individya]
SPontaneqyg|
a) The varie

thl"ﬂugh the

EET spontaneous variations giving rise to
which almost always breed true from the first.
! or ordinary variation which takes place also
y Wltl?ln the species and which includes ;—

ties which result from the analysing out,
agency of man’s deliberate work or
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Nature’s unseen care, of the potentialities o the
larger vari;}tions. : _

(6) The small minute ﬂuctus.ltmns pecm,}liar to an organism
to which modern science attnbm::tt.‘*s little if an;
staying power, but which Darwin belieyed to be
stages in the development of new and congstap
characters leading to the fo‘rmatmn of new Varieties
and ultimately to new species.

The phenomenon of imliv.idunl variation, which canng
overstep the limit of a species, must not, then, be cop.
fused with that of the emergence -of the entirely ney
departure——thc larger 1';1ri.:1t}mn$ which remain relativel}f
stable. The two form distinct though related processes
The cause of either is not yet distinguished by modern
exoteric science, though readily recognised by Occult
Science, which has its own methods of investigating Nature's
secrets.

By artificial selection, then, man can separate out the
ingredients of a variation, as in the example of the rose
and the apple, and by repeated selection can maintain the
desired result. His work, therefore, 1s not only evidence
of the complex nature of a variation, but of the possibility
of discovering and isolating a particular quality. He can,
however, only play with the factors that have been pro-
vided for him. He cannot induce any distinctly new
forms to arise. A new species appears all at once; It
originates from the parent species without any visible of
gradual transition.

THE CrEATIVE ENERGY OF AN ORGANISM
T by i ¥ E
] [t “as'nt:.:t SUrprising, thereﬂ:}rc, that the stud}r of tthS
4fger variations began to lead to the conclusion that t Gﬁ
f;l'm*'g-‘d the raw material for the evolutionary process
at ,. . - . g 4 & In-
arwin had made a mistake when he turned so €
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ed to the existence
f the organism.

the centre of attrac-
nature of the

om them ; for 'thcy pom? ﬁ
rgy within the inner recesses o
nism and 1ts pPOWEIS became
o ¢ of investigation being the na ;
g pﬂlﬂr hich produced the changes 1n form an
creative energy v auch p

uality. s 1y come to reject Darwin’s
7 Thus did critical research gradually co ]

ardine the method of evolution, and lead .ljrt:leSSEZ}r
theali}' re;::it'tt; ‘0 his Address to the British Association, 1n
?;i?n “ Modern rcﬁenrn?h lends not the smallu::,t encnur;tg]:-
ment or sanction to the view that grnd%ml evolution occurs by
the transformation of masses of individuals. . . We have
done with the notion latterly favoured by Darwin that large
differences can arise by accumulation of small differences.
... We go to Darwin for his incomparable collection of
facts, we would fain emulate his scholarship, his width, and
his powers of exposition, but to us he speaks with no more
authority. We read his scheme of evolution, delighting 1n
It ’si:wl:ulit:it}r and 1ts courage.”’

Transmission, to the lay mind, seems such an easy method
of progress that one is tempted to wonder why it does not
:;?;;tbrrﬁ:;ﬂc-%m J- *‘!L-Thmmsun giﬁx-'-::s very clenrljﬂ,f thﬁe case

ssion 1n his book, ““ The Control of Life * :

wiilgldllx'idually acquired gains could be entailed the same
als ST .
e f apply to Individually acquired losses. From the

lew of raci; 2 e ;
T of racial welfare, modifications are not entailed,
rantageous constitution is thus saved from barr
-

damag{:d by di
: y dints ; OO
fe of the indivij:ar;d buffetings incident upon the chequered

b d ‘1:
Thnugh Dﬂl"wil O Yy

V's method '
MUt be by i < has been rejected, however, it

rnative explanation is




-Sﬁiﬂnm iS, as Pr ofessor Bateson says, 6 abSOlutel |
surmise or even plausible speculation”—g

substance of which was again substantiated by
of the zoological section of the British Associa
who, in the course of his Address, said : “ For
we know fairly certainly what has happened an
when and why ; shall we ever know how ?»

The great secret of the organism, so far as science is gop
cerned, remains unreleased, though further investigations of 2
fascinating nature have added considerably to

= : y to present-day

knowledge of the subject.

tiﬂn in qus
)

SOME spegies

WesMANN AND THE GERM Prasm

As a result of the transference of interest from the environ-
ment to the organism itself the nature of the germ plasm,
as the reproductive material, became the centre of dis-
cussion and analysis. For variation to arise, it was argued,
some change must take place within the germ cells, thus
influencing the growth of the organism. It was the researches
of Professor August Weismann 1n this connection that pro-
foundly influenced modern ideas of heredity, for he established
the case for germinal continuity. ke showed conclusively
that the germ cells, as distinct from the body cells, lead 2
segregated life in the organism. They are set apartat the very
beginning of the embryonic life and enjoy a sheltered exist
ence until they in their turn are required, on the EnﬂtufltY
of the organism, to produce the marrying cells which shalk
give rise to fresh offspring. Thus, the first care of every
growing organism is to provide for the steady conn.nuance E
its own kind, for the fact that at the very beginning of ¢ 3
new life some portion of the germinal materia o o
ensures that like shall produce like ; the specific 07" !
tion persists through the medium of the ever
cells, and thus the offspring is made 1n the 1mage ©
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u Life is like 3 current,” Professor Bergson says, * passing

erm to germ through the medium of a developed
g =, The rest of the germinal material, meanwhile,
ﬂrga;:;“"m form the basis of the building material out of
ih‘;tth the body of the offspring is built up. These bm%)f
cells it is that have to fn}:c _th-e battle of life, and share 1n
the experiences of the 1r1cln-'1d1:m_l,l and though they may
suffer considerably from the activities of the latter, yet they
cannot communicate either their grievances or their enjoy-
ments to the isolated germ cells, which remain intact and
unaffected by what has happened to the body and mind of
their bearer.

[f, however, nothing of an extrinsic nature can affect the
germ cells, the influence of heredity is not lessened. In fact,
i+ will be seen at once that heredity assumes an even greater
importance if acquired characters and experiences cannot be
transmitted, for this implies that nothing can be added to the
inheritance.  All powers and qualities of whatever kind, all
capacities for variation therefore, must be latent within, pre-
existent, awaiting only the right conditions for their expres-
sion. Evolution, then, to quote Professor Bateson, can be
“represented as an unpacking of an original complex which
C.Dl:ltainﬂd within itself the whole range of diversity which
living things present. At first it may seem rank absurdity
to suppose that the primordial form or forms of protoplasm
could have contained complexity enough to produce the
divers types of life. But is it easier to imagine that these
g}“;fﬁ:?id hm'e hreen cmwe_t;t:*d by e:-:trinsie L'Gﬂdi{iﬂfl'sf'

ure could these additions be ? ”  Thus the final

blow
5 : : '
cemed to be given to the idea that characters acquired

b

;1 ar % . . -
°Y & parent could be transmitted, since the germinal material

IS not an . X
In the Tty ready to receive any further contributions
way of additions,




44 HEREDITY AND REINCARNATIGN

OccurT Scrence

The idea of g‘cr{ninnl continuity, therefore, ]eg ¢
inference that variations must be due to 2 change of 4, 0 the
ment or of motion In the inner recesses of the germ H;nge..
and that each fresh departure, whether large or smg]] Wﬁeﬁm’
of the nature of a new species or of a variety of thl: latter )
the result of an original effort at expression, somehow initia;e:;
by the organism itself. It is of great interest to note how
closely the above inference approaches to the teachings of
Occult Science regarding evolution, for one of the Masters
of that Art who was jointly concerned with one other in the
founding of the Theosophical Society wrote : * The poten-
tiality which develops finally in a perfected Planetary Spirit
lurks in us is in fact that primordial cosmic atom. Neither
this atom and its companion atoms nor their derived atoms,
which form the roots or are the developing causes of new
genera, specles, classes, etc., have lost one tittle of their
original force or life essence by the evolution of their deriva-
tives. The force there is not transformed into something
else, but with each development of a new centre and acting
from within, it itself multiplies ad infinitum without ever los-
Ing a particle of its nature in quantity or quality, yet acquirin:'_:.._,'
as It progresses something plus in its differentiation. This
“force’ so called, shows itself truly indestructible and IAj
be said to grow and expand into something else, while neither
its own potentiality nor being are in the least affected by the
transformation.”

MEeNDEL’s FacTors oF INHERITANCE

The study of heredity received a great stimulus 1n 19‘;‘7’
from two related sources : one, the publication of work 0¥
Professor Hugo de Vries, of Amsterdam, entitled
Mutation Theory,” giving an account of his €xpe!

o Thc
jment
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' o observations on the Grigirf of species in the :’Egetablﬁ
kingdom ; the ot!ner, the Te-dlsc_m*ery of Mendel’s epr.:fch-
making investigations, published in 1865 ia.nd then lfast sight
of Mendel did not concern himself with eivmlutmn as a
process, but he discovereE{ the “ law of H{:rcd'lty ’—that 1S,
he discovered that certain factors corresponding to definite
characters in an organism inhere in its germ cells, and that
law governs the distribution of these factors in the descen-
dants. It was by his experiments, mainly conducted with
the ordinary pea, that he revealed the existence of factors (or
characters or genes, as they are also called) within the germ
cells, The pea is habitually self-fertilised, but Mendel
crossed a giant variety with a dwarf variety and waited for the
result. The first generation of peas were all tall, but
evidently the factor for shortness was still present in the germ
cells, though overshadowed for the time by the factor for tall-
ness, for when the tall cross-bred peas were left to self-
fertilise or inbreed some of their progeny (the second genera-
tion) were talls and some were dwarfs in the definite proportion
of three to one. The dwarfs of this second generation were
then left to self-fertilisation, and it was then discovered that
the factor for tallness had been inhibited, as all the offspring
were dwarfs, and further generations bred from them were
also dwarfs. Evidently, then, the dwarfs had rid themselves
from the taint of the cross to which they had been subjected.
inb‘;tfim;: ;h;; :_ZHS jf;.hc Tfmnd generation, hmvevcr,_ were
dvwark ket :;m t} at, t 'ﬂ'ugh?mme bred true, as did the
ﬁhﬂwing G fI'S again gave {.]& the dwarf variety, thus
Prohibice : actnrﬂt.:an remain in the germ cells yet be
: ssion by the presence of another factor
o Etu dominate it or hold 1t in check.

B inheriy,, HPtil:lmﬂnts showed that this Mendelian law of
&5 animg 4PPlied to a number of characters in plants and
:"__"‘- and that a kI'l l d . .

b owledge of its working would enable
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the practical cultivator ?.nd breeder to analyse out ypg
characters from a variety and to blend together ¢
«trains. Great benefit has already been derived
application of the law 1n agl.'lculturf:, and it is being
advantage on the sheep-farming ranches of Australia,

Mendel, therefore, came to regard ‘thc: inheritance as built
up of a number of factnrs:. or detcrtn1f1:1nts, each one corre.
sponding to a characteristic in the animal or plant. These
factors are of a separable nature ; they do not blend ; they
are either in evidence showing out as the special charac-
teristics of an organism, or they are latent, unexpressed, held
in abeyance by the dominance of another factor. Further,
these factors are distributed in the offspring in accordance
with definitely ascertained laws. "Lhus, desirable and unde-
sirable characters reappear faithfully under this law unless the
former are deliberately weeded out. Every so often, how-
ever, another kind of change takes place amongst the factors,
and when this happens the larger variations (the sports) come
into being. Something distinctively new Is created, which
2Imost always breeds true from the first without any need for
repeated selection. As de Vries says: ‘‘The new spcc!&s
appears all at once ; it originates from the parent Speci®
without any visible preparation, and without any obVIOUS
series of transitional forms.”

Further investigation has revealed the fact that numbers of
these unit characters appear in the human inheritance and
follow the same law of distribution in the progeny as they do
in the other kingdoms of Nature. Obviously it has not been
possible, however, to experiment with this law to the 53“5
degree in the human kingdom, but ample evidence ﬂfqt;
inexorableness of its working is obtained In the A%g
insanity, feeble-mindedness, dwarfness, hare-lip, i
blindness, etc. The defect persists generation after 8¢ 5
tion, and once a Mendelian undesirable factor beco

esirab)e
esi rable
by the

used tq

e ——
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i o separated from the mass of the inheritance, the

E" oy way t0 g'l:wiate its. reappearance, sinc:e i.t cannot be
weeded out dEllb{:fﬂti(fl}', IS to segregate the individuals who
possess its corresponding characteristic and prevent them from
marrying. The wclll—l-;nm-.*n_ _Tu]-;f'::: family of .'—\.mcrica may
be quoted as illustrating the tnhe‘rlt.ance of a u.an-f:haracter_
The Jukes came of bad S:tf.ﬂ:k ﬂrlgnuﬂ];:, and it is true that
under the influence of 1mprm*ed* environment and inter-
marriage with better stock some improved, and eventually
were able to hold good positions in society. In 1915, how-
ever, there were still 600 feeble-minded and epileptic Jukes,
the descendants of five Juke sisters.

TuHe NEeep FOoR RATIONAL SeLECTION

The increase of knowledge that has thus been obtained
regarding the heritable nature of these undesirable characters
5 causing many social reformers and biologists to seriously
consider whether the welfare of future humanity will not
fecessitate steps being taken to prevent the multiplication of
these unfit individuals. Another factor which increases the
mplexity of the problem is the increasing kindly social feel-
g and sense of solidarity of the age. Ior this demands that
Gre shall be taken of every child born, and thus there is a
STQter preservation of unfit child life than ever before ; this
:hPFhEs hot only to the definitely unfit abnormal child, but to

?LT;;T dilit':?;u*ﬂd-thc}ugh' otherwise normal Chil(! as well. !
till g . igf:llﬂr I f1_":.: a‘lsu s HDLV-IFL“SS severe and will become

it B “;J;: eeling Intensifies. lHencc natural selec-

g S out, as it has done in the past, those who

Physica]| |
Y and mentally might not otherwise be able to stand

€ strain :
| of | ; :
Way th life, Moreover, many diseases which swept
o hﬂ.\' Ousands of )

Ing the e People in the past, and necessarily those
- Wolley by St resistance power, have now been con- 4
sanitary and medical knowledge. The |

advance In
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problem of the composition of the future population of
erefore, 1s NOW added to the perplexities of a

f individuals have now a fairly
ng, and, since there can be
Progress itself demands
be increasingly substi-

All types ©
f at least SUrvivil
old conditions of life,
tional selection shall
yral selection of the past.

The race must be improved by susta
endeavours to better the physique, the moral and the mental
development of the individual. Even a little analysis of
the present social onditions in connection with the educa-
tion and housing of people, must convince even the casually
humane person that all . not as it might be, and that much

could be done for the ‘mmediate improvement of the human

race by some readjustment ‘1 the social order.

changing age:
equal chance ©
no return to the
that social or Ta

tuted for the nat
ined and systematic

[ITANCE

in human heredity
of which instanc®
clearly. It has
follows this
S grmving
ies belong

FACTORS IN HUMAN INHER

The working of the Mendelian factors
seem easier to follow in the abnormal cases
. have been given ; for they stand out SO
however, been proved that the colour of the eyes
law, and there is, as Professor Thomson 533:5,
body of evidence that some of our mental pcc-uliarit
to the‘unit-chn.rm:ter type . . . suchas the rm*ingirl‘lpulﬁﬁ‘ that
runs in families. The same may be truc of wull-dﬂﬁf"ed
temperaments—e.g., excitable or n:_-grvnuﬁ, phleg_mntic or quiets

of cur : syery”
curious mental twists that make their possessors S evel)
jes an

thin R St |
orl : T?chd 2 and of those ngrucnblc idiosyncras

glna 1ties ‘thch ﬂdd 1 Chﬂn‘n to liﬁ:.” Rh‘;rhcrevﬂr ;1]1?

5 from

tinuous

TEAE !
) ficial sort Suclhm another, even if of a minor
kind of hair, a as the shape of the nose and t

can be only :ﬂ du““ i}h:tractcr is involved 3 2

etermined by its behaviour in ¢

or

he inhe

kind of SUPthc
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l 'r.m.l‘:h characters work in isolation and refuse to blend with
!

“’my others. T herefore their presence gives rise to definite

. ' - - 3
* results in the organism. : :
" The inheritance, however, is not composed only of unit

characters, for there are characters which blend when crossed
in the offspring ; but as the res,ult*of I\'Iende_l's work the
principle of genetic inheritance was firmly es?abllshed, so that
the natural inheritance is now assumed to consist of a number of
factors or genes present within the germ cells of all organisms.
In the human inheritance the factors generally appear to work
together asa whole, producing the average more or less harmo-
nised individual, of similar development, with few exceptions, to
his parents, since the law that like produces like obtainsas much
in the sphere of consciousness as it does in the realm of form,
The hereditary qualities, therefore, modern science now
considers, are carried by representative particles in the germ
Fe“Si these act and re-act upon each other and, entering
Into combinations and intricacies of their own, Influence the
E"nf‘;";t:alﬁti'e:he“ult;gnnisxi and dctr:frmife 1ts characteristics
By dever i o mi?l-umn’ Professor Thomson
tinuous crop n?gerilinal?.zr? Stl ““E 9-”];] rt b !
fore, has 2 rich background ::; mr}"b'l' qc ; G_rgamsm, there-
Ediﬂerences between arentpojl ]1 'meb S L.] JAW upony ahd
for by the re-arran enfc t ;a;l \ “ldr'en Wi DeAcERIED
inhibition of . félcmrggr t 1:3 rol the hereditary f}’tctors, or the
+ It was this in;erestin T ":-“5@ ﬂf:R actor hithert heldag
Place be thgatn eraction that Presumably takes
caused Pr?fesscsr Bateson to ex-

_l'mal Person inhih, o dzvaeli‘rsence of factors which in the
R oPment of these gift

3 ? S. The

. on thg:l ;'zd ft&!]nss ﬂf thﬂ g y

| ra chil mother also 4

€t as direct and potent
physical traits,
D




<o HEREDITY AND REINCARNATIQN

.re almost without doubt to be looked upon a5 ¢
power normally suppressed. T'he instrument is th:r
is stopped down.” ¢, but jy

Thus, each ch ild is, asit were, a new experiment in comly:
tion and expression of the factors of inheritance. At 1:'1;3..
causes th:e interplay that .takes place for each new creatu:t
nothing is known by science, but the activities of th;
factors during the development of the germinal life wiﬁ
determine the limitations and possibilities of the individya]
during the lifetime, for the body and brain will be shaped
accordingly. Hence, no amount of training can create a new
talent, for the physical body, as stated 1n the previous chapter,
cannot adapt itself to uses for which it has not been fashioned.
The effort at expression, however, 1s not lost, since it Is invalu-
able to the spiritual Ego, who will see that it finds fruition in
2 future life through a suitable vehicle.

It is very interesting to note here that a parallel to the
larger variations that occur suddenly in the lower kingdoms
is found in the equally sudden emergence of the man or woman
of genius. Here, however, the analogy ends, for genius s
not a new variety. On the contrary, it stands alone,a m.ﬂ.q.m
individual experience, yet shows by 1ts arrival the poﬁif?llltlﬁﬂ
of the inheritance from which it sprang. The genius 15,
perhaps, the greatest problem to the biologist, for thﬂ‘['t?: is not
only the problem of his arrival, there is also that of his dep:ﬂ"-
ture ; not only whence he came, but whither has he gone:
for, so far as the inheritance 's concerned, he seems = -
no trace behind him, and his offspring (if he have an)s
genius is often sterile) do not generally profit in the
sense by the supernormal powers of their parent

tal fm:ii'fl'“:‘J

departs the glory of the inheritance. The sped
combination that produced him 1s dissolved. oral 13¥

Apart, however, from these special cas
operating between parents and children 15

leases of
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e, and thus the more or less stratified nature of
B ety is explained. For parents usually attract to birth 1n
their midst children wh'o are generally of their average of
refinement and menta}lty, though they may express the
endowment 10 totally dlffereqt ways to their parents. Thus

3 parent May be a ma.thematmfm of some al_nlity, indicating

, certain high degree of mentahty.- The children, however,
though poSSﬁSiI‘lg equal mental ability, may express it along
otherlinesand may even have no capacity for mathematicsat all,
Thus there is no evidence to suggest that mental qualities

follow any system of descent, as Mendel’s unit-characters do.
Therefore it is not possible to rely upon any special character-

istic of the parent being again singled out for expression in the

offspring. So the problem. of human inheritance 1s compli-

cated by its uncertainty, and this very uncertainty suggests that

some other vital influence is at work in the determination

of human destiny.

f‘ attract lik

Tue PrOBLEM OF THE IFACTORS

| The issue, therefore, that now confronts the evolutionist
15 how to account for the movement that takes place amongst
the factors in any inheritance. Hence the questions that
:;lithe attention of the biologist are : What is the nature

e force that plays upon the germ-cells ? What deter-

: 3:;:;23: Uiléhchafacteristic rather than aﬁnother shall be
i Varying {:{,ifts a& s the cause of the assignment .Of the
« birth > ¢ rﬂﬂ capacities to each human b_eu::g at
” frecly admitt{;desent; Ignorance of tl"lE law of variation 1
iﬂl only be seep, 1 :ﬂan thus the evolutionary experiment can
W Which h, Y the observer as a series of effects, the causes of

ve sull to he ascertained.

S EvorLurionarRy PROCESS
tio
m ns have been put forward to account for

It is suggested that the

D 3
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paternal and maternal lines of descent provide the f

the germ cells with the opportunity of makin fttors in
: tricate permutations, combinations and rear%anfesh and
Or, where new departures are concerned, it is surmgiﬁrnents.,
the germ plasm may be stimulated by changes in ;ie; e
hence in the blood, or by changes In environment, ]f nd
fessors Thomson and Geddes, however, in their b;z‘
« Evolution,” favour the theory of the modern vital IE
movement which, denying the mechanistic interpreta:?ts
of life, assumes that the power of unceasing creaﬁzn
belongs to every living creature. * The secret of varii
tion,”’ the:.}f suggest, ‘“lies deeper still in the very nature
of the living organism itself. It has been a proteus from
the first ; changefulness is 1ts most abiding quality ; in
short the essence of the creature is 1ts own 1nnate creative-
ness. lo-day,’ they state, ““ the biologist is compelled to
recognise the persistence of some originative impulse within
the organism which expresses itself in variation and in all
kinds of creative effort and endeavour.”  Professor Bateson
also says : “ The facts of heredity and variation unite to prove
that genetic variation is a phenomenon of individuals. Each
new character is formed 1n some germ-ccll of some particular
individual at some point of time.” Whence this impulse 15
derived and why new characters should appear still, however
remains to be determined, but it is of intense interest © note
that a third force is being thus associated with the evolu-
tionary process. Besides environment and heredity thcfﬂthlz
this third factor which may be defined as the functiof of s
organism itself. This includes (1) its inherent POV
initiate a change from within in response tO
undetermined stimulus ; (2) 1ts behaviour d_urlng 1 ot~
time, the way in which 1ts informing cax1sc1?usnﬁio hip
to environment, or in other words, the dynamic Lo
that exists between the organism and its 3
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the interaction of this third factor, Professor
“ Our inheritance 1s like a number of buds

Recognising

omson Writes : ‘ e
Thwhich we cannot add ; but the environment is like the
to

«il and the rain, which determine that this bud shall unfold

senerously while this other shall haply remain asleep. Some

of us are one-talent men, more of us are five-talent men, a
> oain bioloetl 7.

feware ten-talent men. We cannot be born again biologically

But what we make of our talents depends upon what we make
. . 1.° 3 )
of our nurture, which is in some measure within our control.

OccurTisM AxD THE HippeN PRrOCESSES OF NATURE

Much help may be derived in the elucidation of this

#pect of function, which covers such a wide field of opera-
1ons, from a study of Occult Science which has knowledge

of the hidden Processes of nature. Occult Science recognises

thf"t Certain powers are latent in man which when developed
THF&E}ZE ;&}:Ltend the area .Df his personal investigations, and

' eVolutior Bﬂ‘; foxﬁbtmn dtrect_kumwledge (::-f the process of
) A € such power is the psychic faculty. Its
Epituit;r:{%?dv?r: IS dt‘:pﬁl:ldf:nt upon the functioning of
X : Y and the Pineal Gland, two organs located
Which, when active, add considerably to the

Pereepy
"'FE G“r = i .
the POWers of thj: Individual. As the sense organ of

= £ GEUEQS c. -

‘Ebmtmns these tumm Waves in the ether called light

nﬁr : I Wo or FYYrt %
Vibra Organs, ‘ﬁ’*’:l‘lEIﬁlfllflﬁEL], focus other and

Individual to recognise the

Q : S as D.ljl[}ctiv 1
Etl"lil'{:;in th Y and pln&al Gl’lnd ] J 5 real.]t.lts' The
in. 4% thus act as additional sense

» writing of
and knﬂw]edge of

tﬂ.tlﬂnj Chﬂsti t,"’ ﬂf
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-d deed ; silence for certain periods of time
herself to speak to him who comes to her for
of the animal passions and im-
of intention, have been published
lato and Iamblichus In
¢ times of our Indian

5
thought, word 2

to enable nature
information government
¢ unselfishness

the days of P

the West, and since the far earlie

Rishis.”

The knowledge
is the result of first-han
Seers who have fully developed
of the human consciousness. Much of this knowledge I
recorded in Eastern literature. Lhe « Puranas ”’ of India

contain the story of the world, and the  Secret Doctrine " by

Mme. Blavatsky gives an outline of that story from beginning

to end. A study of the Secret Doctrine would well repay

thecl)mrestigatur Into the process and purpose of evolution.
S ccult Science knows of the existence of great Orders of
cin ] ; . |
prﬂch o piay a very important part 1n the evolutionary
Wnr{j& ;:”:uharmmd in space, that is, in the other invisible
S W 1C are in : . . ﬂre
multitudﬁ ﬂf . 1 r[-lﬂtlﬂﬂ‘ to thC ph}rSICH]. W{}rld: .
e intelligent conscious beings who pursuc their
e u 0 : ; ;
E“iﬂtencﬂ Gf‘i-;’:hfﬁuehgursi Christian tcachlng rccﬂgnls'ﬂ’b the
ese . _ ‘
general name f osts of b“‘“%ﬁ of various grades under the )
y little, however, 15 un

about the
na . e |
ture of their activities. Although they &

mumEd to h .
. E aCthﬂ - - ® > E
their work is agents in the service of the SUP““}{:

not d{‘.‘ﬁnﬂd Wlth any dcgrec— ﬂf prccisiﬂﬂ-

that Occult Science pOSSESSES, therefore,
d investication on the part of those
and trained the latent powen

fact, they p)
thﬁ“ght'y Piay very little part in the economy of Christia?
P
art of the wor alle i

k

Gnﬂf: 1 Angﬂlg (or Devas as they arc 3
lm,:); 5 tc: watch over and help the cvnluﬂ‘;c
agents of the ey €r klngdﬂﬂm of nature. They 3{:3;‘::

: oluty
and with the helutmnar?' process and under their gu! d
P of the vyast hosts of INature Spiritﬁ %
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fairies * the development of the mineral plant and animal
organisms takes p]aFe n mrd.erly succession. T}mrs 1s the
creative impulse which working upon the factors in the germ
cells, releasing them from lat?ncfy, and regrouping t.:hem
Peﬁﬂdicﬂll}r, caﬁses fresh variations to arise seemingly
‘ spontanEﬂUSIjr’-‘ Gmd_uall}r under tht.EflI' care, and occupy-
ing immense periods of time, the evolution of form proceeds,
culminating eventually, by a further rearrangement of the
factors, in the emergence of a more highly organised form
capable of expressing at last the powers of self-consciousness.
When this form appears on the evolutionary stage, man, the
thinker, takes possession of it, and begins his long pilgrimage.
In the animal, consciousness is automatic, instinctive ;
but when the human organism is evolved automatic action
ceases, and man begins to work out his own salvation as he
then becomes responsible for his own actions. In Occultism,
“Man” is defined as that being in the universe in whom
highest Spirit and lowest Matter are joined together by
Intelligence. For a long time, however, he is hampered by
the passions of his animal ancestry which have been woven
nto the materials out of which his physical body is formed.

Is MAN DESCENDED FROM THE APE?

lug?—;tllﬂa:n;hrc:pﬂid ape 1s commonly r:;;garded by anthropo-
i rlm S a:;ccstf}r. Professor W md—']r.:mnes, however,
A dﬂsin}fdtﬂ the view that the ﬂnth.mpold apes are really
Eoce cnts. He dates the arrival of man back to

he places him as a contemporary of
ry base of the primate stem. * Tarsius,”
 Curious little animal which still lingers to-day,
Primitive primate, nearer akin to man than any
iries gt Wurkuf the activities of the Nature

) i‘SIlC

Spirits is contained in

ry Hodson, and interesting evi-
oyle, / Coming of the Fairies,”’ by
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other animal known to the zoologist. . . . He is found :

: IS Tound ip
the Malayan Islands. In the next geological Period
(Mmccne.), the remains of rf:all an_thmpc,nd apes oceur, so we
are certain that their specialisation away from the more
primitive pro-human form took place early,” *

Occult Science supports this view, for it asserts that the
anthropoid apes are the late descendents of an unfortunate
mixture of some members of the human and the animal
kingdoms which took place some millions of years ago about
the beginning of the Eocene period. Wholly dominated by
their animal instincts these primitive human beings mated
with ape-like animals not very different from themselves i
form. From this union there sprang a race half-human and
half-animal from which the apes of to-day are descended.

Tue Races or HuMANITY
In the human kingdom, as is pointed out by one of the
Masters, ** from the first appearance of man, the structural
intention of his organisation has not radically chainged-
Ethnological characteristics, however varied, affect 1n no
way man as a human being. “Lhe fossil of man or his skc-letc:-n,
whether of the period of that mammalian branch of w]ulch he
forms the crown, whether cyclop or dwarf, can st!ﬂ l[?f-’
recognised at a glance as a relic of man. Plants and Hmm;::\’.
meanwhile, have become more and more unlike what they
were.’’
' take

¥ - - * - ﬂ: »
Variations, however, involving factorial clmnblt“'w i
the

place within the human species, producing o
- . > SC :

marked differences between the three recoRl:s nd the
. . | " v |

of mankind—the Negroid, the Mongolian, day-

divided m':

the lower KIng
Jﬂﬂ:lr

Aryan races—into which humanity 18
Each race, moreover, is a synthesis
same capacity as the large variations in

¢ “The Problem of Man's Ancestry,”” by

Prgﬁ:i s0r ‘Vﬂ'ﬂ d-
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proceeds
races or oft-shoots which

stock, but yet retain its
essential characteristics. These differences are the result of a

gradual process of differentiation similar to th
visibly taking place in America to-day, whe

Nature for analysing out its potentialities. This it
to do through a succession of sub-
differ somewhat from the parent

at which i1s

re the formation of
a new type 1s receiving definite recognition by ethnological

EXPEI'['S.,

Occult Science has a great deal to reveal regarding the
formation and distribution of the different races 1n the world.
Thus the Aryan race was subject to the same law of gradual
evolution, but the experiment took place in Central Asia,
around the shores of the Gobi Sea, which is now the Gobi
Desert, at the back of the Himalayan mountains.
there that the root stock was finally fixed about 60
and there that its off-shoots were developed by
of segregation in certain mountain v
These off-shoots or sub-races, fi
wrn from their home,

It was
,000 B.C.,
a process
alleys of the Himalayas.
our in number, emigrating in
moved westward and northward,
bujlding civilisations which subsequently passed aw
Tuins are now being studied

t the civilisation of the pre

flote that the archzologist is
1o this district 4

ay, whose
anew, and slowly giving birth

sent day, It is interesting to

b:_-ginuing to turn his attention

B t the back of the Himalayas, and the zeal
e e lmr?gngatur may soon give scientific corrohe s
that which is know

ledge to the occultist.

Professor G, Elliors

lived | A Smith states * that though men have
ﬂ » L M T ™ .
not bepi:: t'll for vast periods of time, civilisation did
gdid til about SIXty centuries ago, and diffusion of
: not tak <
Scien take PIH.‘CL till about 3,000 B.c. Here Occult

with scientific tuaching,

€ver without its teachers and guides
nthrupn!ﬂg}r g

ear] :
S h“mamty was n
Kﬂﬂwledfftpt“ on “ A

in * Evolution in the Light of Modern
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who instructed man In ﬂthe arts anﬁd crafts of civilisation,
During Eocene times 2 fine civilisation existed belonging to
the Atlantean race, the race which preceded the Ar}'an: of
which the Mongolian peoples are the descendants to-day
This civilisation was destroyed ina cataclysm about the middle
of the Miocene age, 4,000,000 years ago.

The root stock of the Aryan race finally went into India,
and gave birth to the wonderful civilisation that obtained in
India for some thousands of years. Thus the pure Indian
Aryan represents the mother stock of the race, and the new
type in America, when it 1s properly fixed, will form its sixth
sub-race.

This process of fixation, which involves factorial recom-
bination, is not, however, an utomatic one. It takes place
under the guidance of one of the Masters of the Wisdom, 3
great adept, who is known as the Manu, or leader of a racg
and part of whose work it is to watch over and direct the
oradual evolution of a race and its sub-races. The Manu
forms in his own mind, after the conception of the Great
Architect of the Universe, © the plan of the man that 1S to bfal
which he will gradually realise along the lines of naturé
evolution. These laws of evolution are used by t?‘*ﬂ Mand
with scientific knowledge, and therefore with CF[‘L"I.”“}’- !
the same way that a scientific breeder, dealing with :
animal kingdom, can breed towards a desired type 5% of
higher plane, does the Manu of a race mould by
laws of evolution the [}h}fSlCﬂl form of the race he d‘ -
evolve.” * It is obvious from a study of the causes ¥

Y . <1nZ

’; are producing the new type ‘1 America that mtcr-czil:-;;

£\ of the human stocks and the effect of Envirmlrnﬂl‘tt:; third
it i of the means used to this end, but the existence ;d; to
%‘ 18 influence, to which reference will be made latery

% ", recognised for a full comprehension of the proce> Besant
1kt B W ahiton il Mas's Daatiayy” SRR ¢
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PsycHoLoGY

In the human inheritance, apart from the factorial changes
that produce the divisions of I.thi‘ races :md‘ sub-races, func-
dion is constantly operating in the two-fold way already
described.* It is evident that in the very beginning of the
embryonic life it determines the endowments of the
future individual by bringing into prominence certain factors
in the germ-cells for the purposes of the new being that is to
be born, Secondly, it 1s the power or will or energy that

shapes the individual life, and which each one possesses in

different degrees.

From the biologist’s point of view, not much is known
about the behaviour of this third force, but the work of
TE Psi’fhﬂh_jgist provides him with a clue where the human
;:EE:; D;Sthi:m}l:ccrned, sinlc:c: functia:__:.n in‘cludcs' the
What relioi. c;ll U;‘nﬂl? clljnscmkls‘nc‘aﬂ, of the frcc—xxrljl, of

sophy dei?:ms - t]fetm,b?uﬂ or lspmt. In_man, of what Theo-
“ffunctign, tllerefgrim\i”-lib of t 1e'5p1r1t.u:.11 Lg:o. The aspect
PIEXity, T embf'l(:;n lilur;nan Inheritance is 'of great com-
ittua}: of Cunstiﬂu&:nesg 3 th lpﬂw?rﬁ? Pﬂtentln] H:S well as
0 ffthree e -rh‘ l-tlrt‘lf:r, 1t 15 the most lmpc:rtar?t
mn.tmabl}’ Possible to :ec:lic IE"L” e prodict
ey humen effort  good
cational facilities, no

Create a talent, or endow a

her does a good inheritance
n-place children are born from

‘¢ versd. What do matter far
nd tendencies

Parents ang
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leader, Keir Hardie, and other outstanding f :
various departments of human activities. > TR

The analysis of the aspect of function ang
agreement that mental and moral qualities are
clearly shows the necessity for a readjustment
ing the part played by heredity in the ey
creatures.

the genery
NOt transmitted
* of views regard-
olution of the higher

DissocraTion orF. Lire anp Forwum

Another significant trend of thought which it is of oreat
Interest to note is the increasing tendency, though only very
tentatively expressed at present, to dissociate life or conscious-
ness (function) from form or body and to regard the former
as playing upon or working through the latter. For this
tendency the modern psychologist and biologist are in the
main responsible, since both alike are concentrating their
energies on the science of behaviour of living nrgnnisn}s.
Thus Dr. Burt, M.A., in his Address to the British Associa-
tion in 1923, emphasised “the supreme importance for f’:g.ﬁt
psycholagical diagnosis of viewing body and mind as a slng;:
organism. A man is something more than a cnr-::ass_t:ﬂup!”
with a ghost. Material and spiritual are r.eciprﬂcab]};
involved, and the two together are to be treated as Insepara
aspects of one highly complex whole.” o

Professor Tansley says : ““ We do not know exactly g
is the relation of psychic energy to physical energy - - e;l i
as we do not understand the relation of mind proce>

; 1518,
lation €XBS
e e a0 c that such a rek :
brain processes, though we know e less
i a -

Our picture of the structure of the mind 1S V ;
complete than our picture of the struct
universe. ILhis is because we do'not ob
mind structure and mind energy directl]
but indirectly through inference a
much less capable than are the senses
vivid pictures.”

!
are of the ph}atc;l
tain the pu:turcq .

nd reflection




HEREDITY b1

—ental diseases is also helping to disso-
~ :-te mind and body, for it 13 showﬁing that. it is the body t}}at
;::a mes diseased and not the mind, which latter remains
~ beco

| ion due to the
¥ :ted but incapable of balanced expression
Ezftfcﬂt; ifl +s vehicle. Thus the problem of intellectual and

emotional disorientation 1s rooted in bodily disturbances.
The circle of enquiry, therefore, is being na_rrowed down
more and more to the region of life or consciousness, and,

though Western psychology is only just beginr}ing to sul_aj e(;t
the human mind and emotions to close scientific analysis, i1t
seems likely that further investigation will lead to the infer-
ence that this is the region whence operates the force that
playsupon the factors in the germ cells, making fresh demands
upon their resources and their powers of combination and
+ regroupment. “This inference, however, implies that life is
something distinct from form, and that, though an Intimacy
e of Co-operation exists between the two, yet the former has a
¢ ‘ontinued and independent existence of its own and sub-
ordinates the physical vehicle to its requirements,

Rﬁﬁr(:h Wﬂrk iﬂ

Tue RE-DISCOVERY OF REINCARNATION

Furt : .
oy her, “rhen' consciousness 1n i1ts 1mmense range of
. EXpression is studi

istence 4. ‘ ed with the same patience and per-

ltctuan}, : of form, the great differences intel-
between people

question must

T e 1 -"
e T

ER' oy nd mﬂl"ﬂll r
ﬂgﬂlﬁcancle' For th{}:

Whtl:l th{: llfe

will assume a new
arise why in one case,

¥ | IS associated i
| ; ¢ wit 5 1t o ‘
18 eXquisite ections]. . h iﬂ:_}rm, does it give rise to
E4] Nother ¢aq it creq ental or spiritual expression, whilst in
‘;.- vl e Ty cates the moral dﬂ]inqucnt > A} oA
R othe 1y 1 SMdeavour ¢ i caai g
B er em will lead
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when_ this is conceded, wil] inevitah)
question : Where, and under What}r
consciousness unfolded or unpacked
finally by a process of logical reasonin g, based

out of the facts of life, the mind 1n m;n will EE?“ and
covery, comparable to that made by Dam'Ed 0 the djs.
gllmPsed the truth of evolution in the wor
!lﬁ? IS a continual process of unfoldment,
incarnation 1n a multiplicity of forms i the
tion for the human spirit.  Some of our ady
seem alread)r to be on the verge of this diﬁmvcr}*, but it will
not be made by any single department of Knowle I
It is too 11};:1gni1‘1<?‘cnt a generalisation to be released by an}.'
one line of investigation. Rather will it be 4 Summation of
effort to which the naturalist, the biologist, the geologist,
the philosopher, and the psychologist will each have contributed
his share. Nor must it be forgotten that the intellectysl
avenue 1s not the only approach to the understanding of the
secret of life.  As Professor Thomson truly says : ** Do we not
at times come nearer to it throu gh sympathy ?  Wordsworth,
Emerson, Meredith, these and many other Nature-poets, are
perhaps the truest because the deepest biologists of us all”
The quality of sympathy is closely allied to that of the
intuition which Bergson defines as “ the w‘tderﬂfﬂwlt}' of
knowing, of which intelligence is the contraction. For the
intuition is a direct expression of the spiritual man, as the
T heosophical classification of the _Sevcral states Df‘ hu:zz
consciousness clearly shows, and by its means an lfjel“_t ”:"
between subject and object can be obtained, rf[b‘l;l:::ntﬂm'
inner understanding of the object D'b:;erw:d. L
plation of the ex-'{::lutimmr}r.pmcess s thL gﬂ:[t?ifepexpf i
God’s plan for men, and since each InCH lu:d by man if he
part of the plan the latter. can be ap[:larehtfi;;;ture's work.
be in sympathetic accord with the whole

RNATION

fﬂllﬂw thE

in an
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It is, therefore, not m_xrprising to ﬁn_d that some of the
K m ot forceful and beautiful carmbﬂra-tlon.s.of the fact of
g reincafﬂatic’" come to us tbmugh the intuition <:_:f the poet.
' [p virile, almost challenging tones, Walt Whitman pro-

dJaims his belief :
« ] know that I am deathless,
I know that this orbit of mine cannot be swept
By a mariner’s compass.
As for you life, I reckon you are the leavings of many deﬁths
No doubt I have died myself ten thousand times before.

Tennyson also, seeking to unravel the mystery of the feel-
ing of human intimacy with another, suggests the idea
of Reincarnation in the following lines :

«So, friend, when first I looked upon your face
Our thoughts gave answer each to each so true,
Opposed mirrors, each reflecting each,

That though I knew not in what time or place
Methought that I had often met with you
And either lived in either’s heart and speech.”

| Sir Edwin Arnold, in his wonderful exposition of the Lord
Buddha’s teaching, writes :

def

| “The Books say well my Brothers ! each man’s life
The outcome of his former living 1s ;

The bygone wrongs bring forth sorrows and woes,

‘The bygone right brings bliss.
“Who toiled a slave may come anew a prince
For gentle worthiness and merit won ;
Who ruled a King may wander earth 1n rags
For things done and undone.”

%- TI:lEIT.CARHATI?N THE SOLUTION TO THE P.ROBL*EM.
.' - Upon thea(:tr Ubﬁ reincarnation throws a ﬂ-::-nd of tlllumlnatlnn
m"imnmel:lﬂ hcm c,’f the nature of the interaction bctwee‘n
g Tately torrt’ eredity and function, and enables an approxi-
| Ct estimate to be obtained of their respective
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64 HEREDITY AND REINCARNATION

values. Moreover, a critical survey by the ind:
each of these forces as affecting his own life i il
to obtain some insight into the experiences
work of th:-.lt long past of which he is the oy
understanding of the ultimate aim of human
Pelp hlrr_t to recognise something of the purp
Incarnation and to eliminate those defects 2

his nature which act as hindrances to
inherent divinity.

Reincarnnﬁcm provides an answer to all those problems
that so mystify the scientific Investigator. It explains the
source of the originative impulse within the germ cells of the
human inheritance by revealing the nature of the force that
plays upon the factors in the inheritance, For it is the char-
acter, faculties and needs of the reincarnating Ego that act
as the selective agencies within the germ-cells, utilising unit
characters in the inheritance, and picking out those factors
which will result in the fashioning of a certain type of body
adapted to his requirements. Thus every child, as modern
science surmises, is inevitably a new experiment in expression
by the factors.

Reincarnation also sheds light upon the persistence .nf the
undesirable unit or Mendelian factors in an inhentance
For they must be causally related to greater DrtlEﬁ:ET f!ﬂfi;t:
of character, or to wrong ways of living and thlnk!ﬂ% ‘l:: B
past. They constitute the logical outcome of the {ﬂ f;vghcn
of Nature’s laws of health and conditions of progres: G
we know how to live cleanly and purely, these abnr
will disappear.

The fact that consclousness unfn!ds g v
the process of reincarnation, explains the di Ealitie'i
humanity into races and stlb-raccs ; fz; a;::r?:ctioﬂ mus.ti
be developed at the same time. Humd haprss vario
accomplished by the development ati
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emotional and spiritual, in various races
,Thus the individual by taking successive
Jiiva ' lops that
e e divisions of mankind, grac;}uz}lly deve ps
~ pirths 1;; ::_e:xpression which is characteristic of the spiritual
'sjmthﬁ oaching perfection of being.

who 1S appr . s - fe 1 -
i lﬂ’it the present time distinctly new attitude to life 1s being

released. Mankind, disoriented _in many ways through the
experiences of the Great War, 1s er}deavourmg [t]o ;ecoc;re-r
equilibrium at a hlghe'r llevel. The ideal of Brot_er ood 1s
being more and more msmﬂ::—ntly pu rsuefl, _and as this means a
findamental readjustment 1n DuﬂODk.{, it is not surprising to
" ¢nd that, correspondently, the beginnings of a new race type
" e already discernable in the world. “The unfolding con-
scousness in man, therefore, 1s the hidden cause of the
emergence of the new type in America which is being slowly
fashioned by the forces of environment and racial blending.

i It will be some hundreds of years, however, before the
type will become fixed, but as it gradually progresses towards
stabilisation, it will slowly assume a leading position in the
(& world, “ Civilisation,” to quote from the Master’s words,
LB “isan inheritance, a patrimony, that passes from race to race
along ‘thf: ascending and descending paths of cycles. During
the minority of a sub-race, it is preserved for it by its prede-

'.- #ssor which disappears, dies out generally, when the former
-, omes of age.”
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. m‘irz?l::: ;Fandpoint of I'Cii.lCﬂl:nFltiOl’l the supreme import-
i S 1. fo:mlt{’ apart fror_n lts insurance of the continuity
e . ,t}:es In the kind of mgtertal, the matter, that
B i entit}f}" : ;epall;er}ts for the bu1ld|‘ng of the body of the
s i l':e ik :r ;Efedoi the materials, and hence of the

~ Windiyigg) o . pagt-le y the ideals and mode of life of
tSant clearly
d function i, ¢

lustrates the relation between

he follawing quotation from *“ The
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Ancient Wisdom ” : * The physical heredity of the fym;)

affords certain types and has evolved certain peculiarijes ;;'
material combinations ; hereditary diseases, hcreditary fine-
nesses of nervous Drgnnisation, impbr f]eﬁnitc combinationg of
physical matter capable of transmission. An Ego who has
evolved peculiarities in his mental and astral bodies needing
special physical peculiarities for their expression is guided to
parents whose physical heredity enables him to meet these
requirements. Thus an Ego with high artistic faculties
devoted to music would be guided to take his physical body
in a musical family, in which the matenals supplied . . .| for
building the body, would have been made ready to adapt
themselves to his needs, and the hereditary type of nervous
system would furnish the delicate apparatus necessary for the
expression of his faculties. An Ego of very evil type would
be guided to a coarse and vicious family, whose bodies were
built of the coarsest combinations, such as would make a body

able to respond to the impulses from his mental and astral

bodies. An Ego who had allowed his astral body and lower

mind to lead him into excesses, and had yielded to drunken-

ness, for instance, would be led to incarnate through parents

whose nervous systems were weakened by excess, and would be

born from drunken parents, who would supply diseased

materials for his physical envelope. '1he guidance of the

Lords of Karma* thus adjusts means to ends, and insures the

doing of justice ; the Ego brings with him his karmic posses-

sions of faculties and desires, and he receives a physical body

suited to be their vehicle.”

‘This physical relationship obtaining between parents a'nd
children explains how it is that diseases such as consumpti®®
can be transferred from parent to child without the gﬂ“ﬁ
cells being contaminated in any way. Lhe tendency hithert

An ~atater the
! * The Recording Angels of the Bible whose work it is to administe
a

: %
W of cause and effect and to see that every individual reaps what be
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been to regard certain disgses'as hereditary, due to defects
P"sthe germ cells, and hence inevitably transferred to the off-
in
sprin
B ] provided he is removed sufficient]
individual provided he 1s removed sufficiently early from the

contaminating surroundings and is subjected to the most

0 Experiment, however, with environment s decaois

that consumption obtains no secyre hold on the

of throwing off the diseased materials, thus regaining its
equilibrium. i :

Again, the fact that chfiracter unfl ability determine the
kind of physical body required explains why birth is taken
in a particular nation and family ; for these are chosen for
their capacity to provide suitable materials wherewith to build
the body and suitable surroundings for the early years of life.
Hence the same average of development is generally main-
ained in a family, like attracting like. Many exceptions,
however, to the general rule do occur, and not infrequently a
person finds himself born amid conditions of life that are quite
out of harmony with his temperament and his own quality
of culture and ability, When this happens such an individual
isuift{:n called upon to do some special work in the world for
which knowledge of particular conditions IS 1mperative.
Perhaps 5 class, a nation, a race requires to be helped, and so
s0me one having the necessary superiority in mental and
f;nﬂtjif;ﬂ]b;’:tism?ments or spiritual djs-::ernmen; 1s guided

' unusual or peculiar and INCONZruous

s not only necessary to any
the A reative process, but i1t 1s eﬁseqti-’tl
) ‘ od to man ; for the concrete mind,

tradition and religious dogma, and fear-
¢ facts of existence, is challenging the love

ideals of ; .
3 . Parents als . k.l d £
take birth i their p id“.“ help to determine the kind o




HEREDITY AND REINCARNATION

68

of the Supreme, which seems lawless 1n 1ts distribution of
sorrow and joy to man and incomprehensible in its method of
working. Reincarnation, however, restores justice to God
and reveals the perfect love behind the law which ordains

that everyone shall reap where he has sown, for only thus can
he realise the consequences of his thoughts, words and deeds,
and only thus is he led to discover that the law ultimately

compels obedience to the great principle of brotherly love
for, so long as the latter is infringed, so long 1s peace or

Jasting happiness impossible to man.
Many years ago, in ancient Egypt, a Master of the Wisdom,
hy that governs our world,

» member of the Occult Hierarc
gave certain basic Truths to a young disciple, which the
latter was instructed to give out to the people. A careful
analysis of these Truths will reveal not only that they are
& fundamental to every religion but that they form a clear and
concise statement of the evolutionary process:
¢ There are Three Truths,” the Master said, ¢ that are

absolute and which cannot be lost, but yet may remain silent

for lack of speech.
(1) Lhe soul of man 1s immortal :
future of a thing whose growth an
no limit.
“(2) The principle which gives life dwells in us : gy
us, is undying and eternally beneficent, 15 not he
or seen or smelt, but 1s perceived by the

desires perception.
«(3) Each man is his own Jbsolute law-giver
of glory or gloom to himself ; the decreer

d splcndﬂu h

mﬂ“ “’h'ﬂ

| life, his reward, his punishmcnt.

# « These truths, which are as great as
simple as the simplest mind of man.
them.”

B
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